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RESOLVED,

I THAT^he Conmnttee appointed to fuperintend

the publication of the Journals he emponjjered and injlru6ied to em»

ploy Robert Aitken, to reprint the faid Journals from the begin'

ning^ nknth all pojfible E^peditiont and to continue to print the

fame*

Extra6l from the Minutes,

CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary.
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J R N A L S

OF

CONGRESS.
Monday, September 5, 1774.

NUMBER of the Delegates, chofen and appointed by
the feveral Colonies and Provinces in North'America^ tq

meet and hold a Congrefs at Phifadelphia, affembled at

the Carpenter's-HalL

PRESENT,
From New-Hampshire,

Major John Sullivan^ Efq. Col. Nathaniel Fulfim, Efq,

From Massachussetts-Bay.

The Hon, Thomas Cujlnng^ Efq. John Adams, Efq.

Mr. Samuel Adams

^

Robert Treat Paine, Efq.

From Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations.

The Hon. Stephen Hopkins^i<\. The Hon. Samuel Ward, Efq.

From Connecticut.

The Hon. EUphalet Dyer, Efq. The Hon. Roger Sherman, Efq.

Silas Deane, Efq,

From the City and County of New-York, and other Counties ii>

the Province of New-York.

James Duane, Efq. Philip Livin^on, Efq.

John Jay, Efq. Ifaac Lonv, Efq.

A '
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From the County of Suffolk in the Province of New-York.
Col. Willtajn Floyd^ Efq.

From New-Jersey.

James Kinfey, Efq. John Deharty Efq.

William Livingjiony Efq. Stephen Craney Efq.

Richard Smith, Efq.

From Pennsylvania.

The Hon. Jofeph Galloivay^ici, Charles Humphreys, Efq.

Samuel Rhoads, Efq. John Morton, Efq.

Thomas Mifflin, Efq. Ednvard Biddle, Efq.

From Newcastle, Kent, and Sussex, on Delaware*
The Hon. Cjefar Rodney, Efq. Thomas M'^Kean, Efq.

George Read, Efq.

From Maryland.
Rohert Goldjborough, Efq. William Paca, Efq.

Samuel Chafe, Efq.

f

From Virginia.

The Hon. Peyton Randolph, Efq* Richard Bland, Efq.

George WaJ]ji?igton, Efq. Benjamin Harrifoji, Efq.

Patrick HeJ2ry, Efq. Edmund Pejidleton, Efq.

From South-Carolina.
Henry Middleto^jjn, Efq. Chrijhpher Gadfen, Efq,

^fj/^^ Rutledge^ Y,\(\, Tho??ias Lynch, Efq.

Ednuard Rutledge, Efq.

The Congrefs proceeded to the choice of a Prefident, when the

Hon. Peyton P.andolph, Efq. was unanimoufly elected.

Mr. Charles Tho7?ifon was unanimoufly chofen Secretary.

The Gentlemen from the feveral Colonies produced their re-

fpedlive Credentials, which were read and approved, as follows :

Province o/'New-Ha TyI p s h i r e.

At a Meeting of the Deputies appointed by the feveral Towns
in this Province held at Exeter in the County of Rockingham, 2 ill

July, 1774, for the ele.ftion of Delegates, on behalf of this Pro-

vince, to join the General Congrefs propofed. Prefent 85 Mem-
bers.

The Hon. John JVent'worth, Efq. in the Chair.

Voted, That Major John Sullivan, and Colonel Nathaniel

Fulfom, Efqrs. be appointed and empowered, as Delegates, on the

part of this Province, to attend and affifl: in the General Congrefs

of Delegates from the other Colonies, at fuch time and place, as

may
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may ht appointed to devife, confult, and adopt fuch Meafures, as

may have the raoft likely tendency to extricate the Colonies from

their prefent Diinculties ; to fecure and perpetuate their Rights,

X^iberties, and Privileges, and to reftore that Peace, Harmony,
and mutual Confidence, which once happily fubfifled between the

Parent Country and her Colonies.

J. Wentv/orth, Chairman,

Province ofM-ASSACHSETTS-BAY.

In the Houfe of Reprefentatives, June 17, I774»

This Houfe having duly conlidered and being deeply aftefted

with the unhappy differences, which have long fubfilted and are

increafing, between Great-Britain and the American Colonies, do

Refolve: That a Meeting of Committees froni the feveral Colonies

on this Continent, is highly expedient and neceffary, to confult

upon the prefent State of the Colonies, and the Miferies to which

they are and mull be reduced by the operation of certain Adls of

Parliament i-efpe6ling America, and to deliberate and determine

upon wife and proper Meafures to be by them recommended to all

the Colonies, for the recovery and ellablifhment of their jult

Rights and Liberties, civil and religious, and the reftoration of

Union and Harmony between Great-Britain and the Colonies,

moft ardently defired by all good Men. Therefore, Refolved,

That the Hon. James Boivdoine, Efq. the Hon. Thomas CuJ]?ing^

£fq. Mr. Samuel Adams, John Adams, and Robert Treat Paine,

Efqrs. be, and they are hereby appointed a Committee on the part

of this Province, for the Purpofes aforefaid, any three of whom to

be a Quorum ; to meet fuch Committees or Delegates from the

otl^er Colonies, as have been or may be appointed either by their re-

fpe6live Houfesof Burgefies, or Reprefentatives, or by Convention,

or by the Committees of Correfpondence appointed by the refpec-

tive Houfes of Affembly, in the City of Philadelphia^ or any other

Place that fhall be judged molt fuitable by the Committee, on the

ill Day oi September next ; and that the Speaker of the Houfe be

diredled, in a Letter to the Speakers of the Houfes of Burgefies

or Reprefentatives in the feveral Colonies, to inform them of the

fub fiance of thefe Refoiyes,

Samuel Adams, Clerk*

Rhode-Island.

By the Hon. Joseph Wanton, Efq. Governor, Captain-Gene-

ral, and Commander in Chief of and over the Englijl? Colony of

Rhode-IJland, and Providence Plantations, in Ne'w-England, in

A7nerica.

To the Hon. Stephen Hopkins, Efq. and the Hon. Samuel Ward,

Efq. Greeting.

Whereas the General Affembly of the Colony aforefaid, have

nominated and appointed you the faid Stephen Hopkins and Samuel
Wat'-d,
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JVard, to reprefent the People of this Colony in a General Gcn»
grefs of Reprefentatives from this and the other Colonies, at fuch

time and place as fhould be agreed upon by the Major Part of the

Committees appointed or to be appointed by the Colonies in gene-

ral; I do therefore hereby authorife, impower, and commiffionate

you the faid Stephe}t Hopk'ms and Samuel Wardy to repair to the

City of Philadelphia^ it being the place agreed upon by the Major
Part of the Colonies, and there, in behalf of this Colony, to meet

and join with the Commiflioners or Delegates from the other Co-
lonies, in confulting upOn proper Meafures to obtain a repeal of

the feveral A6ls of the BritiJJj Parliament for levying Taxes upon
his Majefty's Subjects in America^ without their confent, and par-

ticularly an A61 lately pafled for blocking up the Port of Bojlotiy

and upon proper Meafures to eflablifh the Rights and Liberties of

the Colonies upon a juft and folid Foundation, agreeable to the

Inftru6lions given you by the General Affembly.

:[^L. S.J Given under my Hand, and the Seal of the faid Colony,

this loth Day of Augujl^ in the Year of our Loi-d 1774,
and the 14th of the Reign of his moft Sacred Majefty

George the Third, by the Grace of God, King of Great-

Britain^ Sec.

J. Wanton*
Sy his Honour's Command, Henry Wardj Sec.

Connecticut,

In the Hotife of Reprefentatives of the 'Colony c/'Corinedlicuti

June 3^, 1774.

Whereas a Congrefs of Commiffioners from the feveral- BritiftJ

'Colonies in America, is propofed by fome of our neighbouring

Colonies, and thought neceflary; and whereas it may be found ex-

pedient that fuch Congrefs fhould be convened before the next

Seflions of this Affembly:

Resolved by this Houfe, That the Committee of Correfpond-

ence be and they are hereby impowered, on Application to them

tnade, or from time to time, as may be found neceffary, to appoint

a fultable number to attend fuch Congrefs, or Convention of Com*
midlioners, or Committees .of the feveral Colonies in Britifo Ame-
rica, and the Perfons thus to be chofen fhall be and they are here-

by direcled, in behalf of this Colony, to attend fuch Congrefs; to

confult and advife on proper Meafures for advancing the bell

'Good of the Colonies, and fuch Conferences, from time to time,

to report to this Houfe.

A true Extrad and Copy from the Journal of the Houfe.

William Williams, Clerk»

^Colony (?/'Conne£licut,^

Ne'vj-London, July 13th, I774»

At a Meeting of the Committee of Correfpondence for thi&

Colony. The



Septsmbeu 5, 1774. J

liht Hon. Ehenezer Sillwian, Efq» in the Chan'.

*rhe Hon. EHphaht Dyer, the Hon. JVi/Iiam Sa^nuel Johijlon^

B.rafius Wolcott, Silas Deane, and Richard La^'cjy Efqrs. were no-

minated, purfuant to the Ad of the Hon. Houfe of keprefenta-

lives of the faid Colony, at their Sefiions in May\2&, either three

of which are hereby authorized and empowered, in behalf of this

Colony, to attend the General Congrefs of the Colonies^ propofed

to be held at Philadelphia, on the firft Day of Septernher next, or

at fuch other time and place as fhall be agreed on by the Colonies,

to confult and advife with the Commifiioners or Committees of the

feveral Englifr? Colonies in America, on proper Meafures for advan-

cing the beft Good of the Colonies.

Signed, Ehenezer &ilUvian>i P/iUia??i Williams, Benjamin Payne,

Krajlus Wolcott, Jofiph Truriihidl, Samuel H. Parfons, Nathaniel

Wales, jun. Silas Deane.

Hartford, Augtijl 1774.
At a Meeting of the Committee of Correfpondence for this Co-

lony.

Erajlus Wolcott, Chairman.

The Hon. William Samuel Johnfon, Erajlus Wolcott.^, and "Richard

'Lanv, Efqrs. nominated by this Committee at Nenv-Lbndon, on the

13th of July laft, as Perfons proper to attend the General Con-
grefs, to be held at Philadelphia, on the firft of September next,

as by faid appointment, being unable by reafon of previous En-
gagements and the Rate of their Health, to attend faid Congrefs

on beharlf of this Colony ; the Hon. Roger Sherman, and Jofeph

Tru7nhull,Y.{Q^^. were nominated in the Place of the aforefaid Gen-
tlemen, as Perfons proper to attend faid Congrefs, in behalf of

this Colony, either of which are empowered, with the Hon. Eli-

phalet Dyer, and Silas Deane, Efqrs. for that purpofe.

Signed, IVilliam Williams, Benjamiji Payne, Jofeph TruviihulU

Nathaniel Wales, iMa. Sa?nuel H.Parfons-, Sam.uel Bifirjp,

New-York.

Ey duly certified Polls, taken by proper Perfons in fevefi

Wards, it appears, that Ja7nes Duane, John Jay, Philip Living'

Jton, Ifaac Lonv, and John Alfop, Efqrs. were eledled as Delegates

for -the City and Coimty of Nenjo-Tork, to attend the Congrefs at

Philadelphia, the firft Day of September next ; and at a Meetint^

ofthe Committees of feveral Diilrifts in the County oi Wejl-Chef'

/e-r, the fame Gentleman were appointed to reprefent that County;
alfo by a Letter from Jacob Lanjtng, jun. Chairman, in behalf ol"

the Committee for Albany, it appears that that City and County
"had adopted the fame for their Delegates. By another Letter it

appears, that the Committee from the feveral Diftrids in the

'Coimty of Duchefs, had likewife adopted the fame as Delegated

td
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to reprefent that County in Congrefs, and that Committees of

other Towns approve of them as their Delegates.

By a Writing duly attefted it appears, the County of Suffolk^

in the Colony of Nenxi-Torky have appointed Colonel William

Floydy to reprefent them in Congrefs.

New-Jersey.

To James Kinfey, William Livingfton^ John Deharty Stephen

Crane, and Richard Smith, Efqrs. each and every of you.

The Committees, appointed by the feveral Counties of the Co-

lony oi Nenx>-Jerfeyy to nominate Deputies, to reprefent the fame

in General Congrefs of Deputies, from the other Colonies in A^
jnerica, convened at the City of Nenv-Brtinfvjickf have nominated

and appointed, and do hereby nominate and appoint you, and

each of you, Deputies, to reprefent the Colony of A'^'w-y^'r/^j;, in

the faid General Congrefs. In Teftimony whereof, the Chairman

of the faid feveral Committees here met, have hereunto fet their

Hands, this t'wenty-third Vidsj J^^ly* i^ the. fourteenth Year of the

Reign qf our Sovereign Lord King George the Third, and in the

Year of our Lord, 1774.

Signed, William P. Smith, Jacob Ford, John Moores, Robert

John/on, Robert Field, Robert Friend Price, Peter Zabrijkie, Sa-

muel Tucker, Edward Taylor, Hendrick FiJJjer, Archibald Stenv-

4trtt Thomas Anderfon, Abia Bronun, Mark Thompfon*

Pennsylvania.

Extract from Votes of Aflembly,

Friday, July 2 2d, 1774, A. M.

The Committee of the vi'^hole Koufe taking into their moft fe^

rious Confideratiqn, the unfortunate Differences which have long

fubfilled between GreatrBritain and the American Colonies, and

being greatly encreafed by the Operation and E£Fe6l3 of divers late

Afts of the Britijlo Parliament.

Resolved N. C. D. That, there is an abfplute Neceflity that a

Congrefs of Deputies from the feveral Colonies be held as foon as

conveniently may be, to confult together upon the prefent unhap-

py State of the Colonies, and to form and adopt a Plan for the

Purpofes of obtaining redrefs of American Grievances, afcertain-

ing A?nerican Rights upon the moft fplid and conftltutlonal Prin-

ciples, and for eftablllhing that Union and Harmony between

Great-Britain and the Colonies, which is indifpenfably neceffary

to the Welfare and Happinefs of both.

Eode7?i die, P. M,
The Houfe refumed the Confideration of the Refolve from the

Committee of the whole Houfe, and, after fome Debate thereon,

adopting and confirming the famej

Resolved*
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Resolved N. C. D. That the Hon. Jofeph Galhnvay, Spea-

ker; Samuel Rhoads, Thomas Mifflin^ Charles Humphreys, John

Morton, George Rofs, and Ednvard Biddle, Efqulres, be and they

are hereby appointed a Committee, on the Part of this Province,

for the Purpofes aforefaid, and that they, or any four of them, do

meet fuch Committees or Delegates from the other Colonies, as

have been or may be appointed, either by their refpe6live Houfes

of Reprefentatives, or by Convention, or by the Provincial or

Colony Committees, at fuch time and place, as fhall be generally

agreed on by fuch Committees.

The three Counties New-Castle, Kent, and Sussex en

Delaivare.

Augufi I, 1774, A. M.

The Reprefentatives of the Freemen of the Government of the

Counties of Ne^-Cajlle, Ke?it, and SuJJex, on Delanvare, met at

Ne'w-Cajile, in purfuance of Circular Letters from the Speaker of

the Houfe, who was requelled to write and forward the fame to

the Members of Affembly, by the Committees of Correfpondence

for the f^veral Counties aforefaid, chofen and appointed for that

among other purpofes, by the Freeholders and Freemen of the

faid Counties refpedlively : And having chofen a Chairman, and
read the Refolves of the three refpeftive Counties, and fundry

JuCtters from the Committees of Correfpondence along the Conti-

nent, they unanimoufly entered into the following Refolution, viz.

We the Reprefentatives aforefaid, by Virtue of the power dele-

gated to us, as aforefaid, taking into our moft ferious confidera-

tion the feveral A6ls of the BritiJIo parliament, for reftraining

Manufactures in his Majefty's colonies and plantations in North-

America^—for taking away the property of the Colonifts without

their participation or confent,—for the Introduftion of the arbi-

trary powers of Excife into the Cuftoms here,—for the making all

revenue caufes triable without Jury, and under the Decilion of a

fingle- dependent Judge,—for the trial, in England, of perfons

accufed of capital Crimes, committed in the Colonies,—for the

{hutting up the port of Bojion,—for new modeling the Govern-

ment of the MaJJ'achufetts-Bay, and the Operation of the fame on

the property, liberty, and lives of the Colonifts ; and alfo confi-

dering, that the moil eligible Mode of determining upon the pre-

mifes, and of endeavouring to procure Relief and Redrefs of our
Grievances, would have been by us alfembled in a legiHative capa-

city, but that as the Houfe had adjourned to the 3Cth Day of
September next, and it is not to be expefted, that his Honour the

Governor would call us, by Writs of Summons, on this Occaiion,

having refufed to do the like in his other province of Pennfyivania;

the next moft proper Method, of anfwering the Expedations and

Deiires
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defires ofourConftltuents, and of contributing ourAid to thegene--

ral Caufe oi America, is to appoint Commiflioners or Deputies in be-

half of the People of this Government, to meet and ailwith thofe

appointed by the other Provinces, in General Congrefs; and we do,

therefore, unanimoufly nominate and appoint Co'far Rodney, Thomas
Al'Kea72i 3.nd George Read, Efqrs. or any two of them. Deputies,

on the part and behalf of thia Government, in a general Continen-

tal Congrefs, propofed to be held at the City of Philadelphiay on
the firll Monday in Septeniber next, or at any other time or place

that may be generally agreed on, then and there, to confult and
advife with the Deputies from the other Colonies, and to determine

upon all fuch prudent and lawful Meafures, as may be judged moll

expedient for the Colonies immediately and unitedly to adopt, in

order to obtain relief fo:r an opprefled People, and the redrefs,

of our general Qaievances.

Signed by order of the Convention,

C^sAR" Rodney, Chairman^

Maryland*

At a Meeting of the Committees appointed by the feveral Coun-

ties of the Province of Maryland, at the City of Annapolis, the

22d Day of June 1774. and continued by Adjournment, from

Day to Day, till the ^5th of the fame Month.
Mattheiv Tilglmian, Efq. in the Chair.

John Ducket, Clerk.

Resolved, That Matthew Tilghman, Thomas John/on, jun.

Robert Gold/borough, Willia?n Paca, and Samuel Chafe, Efqrs. or

any two or more of them, be Deputies for this Province, to attend

a General Congrefs of Deputies from the Colonies, at fuch time

and place as may be agreed on ; to effe6i: one general Plan of Con-

duct, operating on the Commercial Connection of the Colonies

with the Mother Country, for the relief of Boflon, and prefervation

of American Liberty,

Virginia.

Monday the firft of Aiigufl, in the Year of our Lord, 1774.

At a general Meeting of Delegates fi'om the different Counties

in this Colony, convened in the City of V/illiamJhurgh, to take

under their confideration the prefent critical and alarming fituati-

on of the Continent of North-America.

Hon. Peyton Randolph, Efq. in the Chair.

It was unanimoufly Resolved, That it is the opinion of this

Meeting, that it will be highly conducive to the fecurity and hap-

pinefs of the BritiJJj Empire, that a General Congrefs of Deputies

frcm all tlie Colonies, affemble as foon as the nature of their Situa-

tions will admit, to confider of the moft proper and effedual Man-

ner of fo operatinrr on the Commercial Connexion of the Colonies

with.
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With the Mother-Country, as to procure Redrefs for the much in-

jured Province of Majfachufetts-Bay^ to fecure Britijh America

from the Ravage and Ruin of arbitrary I'axes, and fpeedily to

procure the Return of that Harmony and Union fo benehcial to

the whole Empire, and fo ardently defiredby all Br'uijh America,

Friday, AuguJ} ^thy 1774.

The Meeting proceeded to the Choice of Delegates, to repre-

Icnt this Colony in General Congrefs, when the HonourabJe Fey-

ton Randolph, Richard Henry Lee, George Wajhington, Patrick

Henry, Richard Bland, Benjamin Harrifon, and Edmund Pendle-

ton, Efquires, were appointed for that Pi;rpofe.

South-Carolina.

Jn the Commons Houfe of Affembly, Tuefday, the 2d Day of

Jugiiji, 1774.

Colonel Ponvell acquainted the Houfe, that during the Receft

of this Houfe, viz. onthefixth, feventh, and eighth Days of ^^^Z?

laft, at a General Meeting of the Inhabitants of this Colony, they

having under Conlideration the A«fts of Parliament lately pafled

with Regard to the Port of Bojion and Colony of Majfachufetts'

Bay, as well as other A?Jierican Grievances, had nominated and

appointed the Honourable Henry Middleton, John Rutledge,

Thomas Lynch, Chriftopher Gadfden, and Edward Rutledge, Efqrs.

Deputies on the Part and Behalf of this Colony, to meet the De-
puties of the other Colonies of North- America, in General Con-

grefs, the firil Monday in September next at Philadelphia, or at a-

jiy other Time and Place that may be generally agreed on, there

to confider the A6ls lately paffed, and Bills depending in Parlia-

ment with Regard to the Port of BoJlon and Colony of MaJJ'achw

fetts-Bay, which Ads and Bills in the Precedent and Confequences,

affed the whole Continent of America—-alfo the Grievances under

which America labours, by Reafon of the feveral A£ls of Parlia-

ment that impofe Taxes or Duties for raifing a Revenue, and lay

unneceflary Reilraints and Burdens on Trade.— A.nd of the Sta-

tutes, parliamentary A6ls, and Royal Inftruftions, which make
an invidious Diftindion between his Majeily's Subjects in Great*

Britain and America, with full power and authority to concert, a-

gree to, and effeftually profecute fwch legal Meafures, as in the O-
pinion of the faid Deputies, and of the Deputies fo to be afTem-

bled, fhall be moll likely to obtain a Repeal ofthe faid Ads, and

a Redrefs of thofe Grievances : And thereupon moved that this

Houfe do refolve to recognize, ratify, and confirm the faid Ap-
pointment of the Deputies for the purpofes aforefaid.

Resolved, N. C. D. That this Ploufe do recognize, ratify,

and confirm the Appointment of the faid Deputies for the purpof-

es mentioned in the faid Motion.
Jttejledj Thomas Farr, jun. Clerk.

B Tuesday,



ia Journals of Congress,

Tuesday, September 6, 1774, A. M.

The Congrefs met according to Adjournment.

Prefent. The fame Members as Yefterday, and moreover from
the Colony of Virgin!ay Richard Henry Lee y Efquire.

The Congrefs refuming the Confideration of Rules of Condu6l
fo be obferved In debating and determining the Quellions, that

come under Confideration.

Resolved, That in determining Queftions in this Congrefs,

each Colony or province (hall have one Vote.—The Congrefs not

being pofFeffed of, or at prefent able to procure proper Materials

for afcertaining the Importance of each Colony.

Resolved, That no perfon fhall fpeak more than twice on the

fame point, vrithout Leave of the Congrefs.

Resolved, That noQueftion fhall be determined the Day, on
which it is agitated and debated, ifany one of the Colonies deflre

the Determination to be poflponed to another Day.
Resolved, That the Door be kept fhut during the Time of

Bufinefs, and that the Members confider themfelves under the

flrongefl Obligations of Honour, to keep the proceedings fecret,

until the Majority fhall direft them to be made public.

REsaLvED, That a Committee be appointed to ftate the Rights

of the Colonies in general, the feveral Inftances in which thofe

Rights are violated or infringed, and the Means mofl proper to be

purfued for obtaining a Refloration ofthem.

Ordered, That the Appointment of the Committee, and the

Number of which it fhall confifl, be deferred until to-morrow.

Re solved, That a Committee be appointed to examine and re-

port the feveral Statutes, which affe6l the Trade and Manufac-

tures of the Colonies.

Sanfie Order as above refpe6ling the Appointment and Number
of this Committee.

Resolved, That the Reverend Mr. Duchehe defired to o-

pen the Congrefs to-morrow morning with prayers, at the Car-

penters Hall at nine o'Clock.

Thomas Johnfon^ jun. Efq; one of the Delegates from Mary-

land, attended and took his Seat.

Extra6t from the Minutes of the Directors of the Library Com-

far,y oi Philadelphia, dated Augufi'x^Y^y I774>—direfted to the

Prefident, was read, as follows :

" Upon Motion ordered,

" That the Librarian furnifh the Gentlemen, who are to meet

in Congrefs, with the Ufe of fuch Books as they may have Occa-

fion for, during their Sitting, taking a Receipt for them.

Signed by Order of the Diredors,

William Attmore, Secretary^"*

Ordered, That the Thanks of the Congrefs be returned to'

the DIreAors of the Library Company of Philadelphia , for their

obliging Order. Adjourned
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Adjourned until nine o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, September 7, 1774, A. M.

Agreeable to the Refolve of Yefterday, the Meeting was open-

ed with Prayers by the Reverend Mr. Duche.

Voted, That the Thanks of the Congrefs be given to Mr.

Duche,, by Mr. Cujhing and Mr. Ward^ for performing Divine

Service, and for the excellent Prayer, which he compofed and

delivered on the Occafion.

The Congrefs taking into Confideration the Appointment of

the Committees, a Vote was taken on the Number of which the

firft Committee fhould confift, and by a great Majority, refolved

that it confiH oftwo from each of the Colonies, as follows :

frQ77i Newhampshire, Major John Sullivan, and Colonel

Folfom.

Massachusetts-Bay, Mr. Samuel Adcuns, a,nd Mr. Johfi

Adams.
Rhode-Island, Mr. Hopkins ^ and Mr. Ward,

CoNNE'CTicuT, Colonel Z)y(fr, and Mr. Sherman.

New-York, Mr. Ja7Ties Duane, and Mr. John Jay,

New-Jersey, Mr. hivingjlon^ and Mr. Dehart.

Pennsylvania, Mr. Jofeph Galloivay, and Mr. Ednvard Bid^

die.

Delaware Government, Mr. Ci^far Rodney, and Mr. M^Kean.
Maryland, Mr. Thomas Johnfon, and Mr. Goldjhorough*

Virginia, Mr. Lee, and Mr. Pendleton.

South-Carolina, Mr. Lynch, and Mr. J. Rutledge.

Agreed that the fecond Committee confift of one chofen fron^

each Colony, as follows :

Nenx) Hampjhire, ' Mr, Sullivan,

MaJfachufefts'Bay, Mr, Cujhing,

Rhode- Iflandi Mr, Hopkins^

ConneSiicut, Mr, Deane,

Ne<w-Tork.p Mr. Lonv,

Nenv-Jerfey^i Mr. Kinfey.

"Pennfylvaniay Mr, Mifflin,

Delanvarc Government^ Mr, Read,

Maryland) Mr. Chafe.

Virginia, Mr. Henry,

South-Caroiina, Mr. Gadfden,

Ordered, That Ifaac Lefevre, and James Lynch, be employ-

ed as Door-Keepers and Meffengers tothitj Congrefs.

Resolved, That the Prefident may adjourn the Congrefs

from Day to Day, when he finds there is no Bufinefs prepared to

be laid before them, and may, when he finds it neceflary, call

them together before the Time to which they may fland ad-

journed.

Adjourned
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Adiourned unt?) to-morriw morning, nine o'clock.

The Prefidcnt, Mgretible to the R-folve of the feventh Inftant,

adjourntti the Ccnp'-ers from Day to Day until,

Monday, September, 12, 1774.

The Congre'^s rr.et.

Matt're-<v Til-^^-man, F-fq; one of the Delegates from Maryland,

appearrd and took his SecVt.

No Eiifinsfs bt in cr prepared for the Congrefs, the Prefident ad-

journed it until Tuefday^ and from Tuefday until Wednejday.

Wednesday, September 14, 1774, ^* ^*

Willia?n Hooper and Jofeph Henves, Efquires, two of the Depu-
ties from Nort'^-Carolina, attended the Congrefs, and produced
their Credentials, as follows :

North-Carolina, At a General Meeting of Deputies of the

Inhabitants of this Province, Nenxjbern, the 25th "Ddij oi Augufl,

1774.
Resolved, That we approve of the Propofal of a General

Congrefs, to be held in the City of Philadelphia, on the tnventieth

Day of September xi^YX, then and thereto deliberate upon the pre-

fent State of Britijh America, and to take fuch Meafures as they

may deem prudent to effecl the Purpofe of defcribing with Cer-

tainty the Rights of Americans, repairing the Breach made in

thole R.ghts, and for guarding them for the Future from any fuch

Violations done under the SanxS^ion of public Authority.

Resolved, That William hooper, Jofeph Heiues, and Richard

Cafivell, Efquires, and every ofthem be Deputies to attend fuch

Coi.greis, and they are hereby invefted with luch Powers, as may
make any' A6ls done by them or Confent given in Behalf of this

Province, obligatory in Honour upon every Inhabitant hereof,

who is not an Alien to his Country's good, and an Apoftate to the

Liberties of America.

Signed, John Hervey, Moderator,

Attejied, Afidrenx) Knox, Clerk.

The above being read and approved, the Deputies took their

Seats.

Henry l^'ifner, a Delegate from the County of Orange, in the

Colony of Neiv-Tork, appeared at Congrefs, and produced a Cer-

tificate of his Eleftion by the faid County, which being read and

approved, he took his Seat in Congrefs as a Deputy for the Colo-

ny of NeiM-Tork.

George Rofs, one of the Delegates for the Province of Penpfyl-

-oania, and John Alfop, Efq; one of the Delegates for the Colony

of NeiU'York, appeared and took their Seats in Congrefs.

Ordered, That Williafn Hoope^ ahd Jofeph Henues, Efqrs;

from North-Carolina, be added to the Committee appointed to

ftatethe Rights of the Colonies. Ordered,
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,
Ordered, *Vh2it William Hooper, Efq; be one oiF t!ie Commit-

tee appointed to report the Statutes, which affe6l the Trade, &c.
of the Colonies.

The Delegates from the Province of Majfachufetts-Bay, agreea-

ble to a Requeft from the joint Committees of every Town and
Diflrift in the County of Mtddlefex, in the faid Province, commu-
nicated to the Congrefs the proceedings of thofe Committees at

Concord^ on the 30th and 31ft Days of Augiifi laft, which were
read.

Adjourned until to-morrow at n'ne o'clock.

No Bufinefs being prepared, the Congrefs was adjourned from
Day to Day, until Saturday morning, at 9 o'Clock.

Saturday, September I7> i774> ^' ^^
The Congrefs met according to Adjournment.
Richard Cafwelly Efq; one of the Deputies from A^r/^-/:7tfrtf//W

appeared, and took his Seat in Congrefs.

The Refolutions entered into by the Delegates from the feveral

Towns and Diftri<fts in the County of Suffolk, in the Province of
tht MaffachuJettS'Bayy on Tue/day the 6ih oi September, and their

Addrefs to his Excellency Governor Gage, dated the 9th, were
laid before the Congrefs, and are as follows :—

-

At a Meeting of the Delegates of every Town and Diftri^l in

the County of Suffolk, on Tuefday the 6th of Septen/ber, at the

Houfe of Mr. Richard Woodnvard, of Dedham, and by Adjourn-
ment at the Houfe of Mr. Vofe, of Milton, on Friday the

9th Inftant, Jofeph Palmer, Efq; being chofen Moderator, and
William Thompfon, Efq; Clerk, a Committee was chofen to bring^

in a Report to the Convention, and the following being feveral

Times read, and put Paragraph by Paragraph, was unanimouHj
voted, viz.

WHEREAS the Power but not the Juftice, the Vengeance
but not the 'WKdom of Great- Britain, which of old perfecuted,

fcourged, and exiled our fugitive Parents from their native

Shores, now purfues us their guiltlefs Children with unrelenting

Severity : And whereas this, then favage and uncultivated Defart,

was purchafed by the Toil and Treafure, or acquired by the

Blood and Valour of thofe our venerable Progenitors ; to us they

bequeathed the dear bougjht Inheritance, to our care and protec-

tion they configned it, and the moft facred Obligations are upon
us to tranfmit the glorious purchafe, unfettered by Power, unr

clogged with Shackles, to our innocent and beloved Offspring.

On the Fortitude, on the Wifdom and on the Exertions of this

important Day, is fufpended the Fate of this new World, and of
linborn Millions. Ifaboundlefs Extent of Continent, fwarming
with Millions, will tan' V fubmit to live, move and have their

Being at the arbitrary Will of a licentious Minifter, they baR-ly

yield
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yield to voluntary Slavery, and future Generations fhall load tlieir

Memories with inceffant Execrations.—On the other Hand, if we
an-efl the Hand which would ranfack our Pockets, if we difartn

the Pamcide which points the Dagger to our Bofoms, if we no-

tly defeat that fatal Edi6l which proclaims a power to frame Laws
for us in all Cafes whatfoever, thereby entailing the endlefs and

curnberlefs Curfes of Slavery upon us, our Heirs and their Heirs

forever ; if we fuccefsfully refift that unparalleled Ufurpation of

unconftitutional power whereby our Capital is robbed of the Means
of Life ; whereby the Streets of Bojion are throng:;d with military

Executioners ; whereby our Coafts are lined and Harbours croud-

fd with Ships of War; whereby the Charter of the Colony, that

iacred Barrier againll the Encroachments of Tyranny, is mutilat-

ed and in Effeft annihilated ; whereby a murderous Law is fram-

.ed to fhelter Villains from the Hands of Juftice ; whereby the una-

lienable and ineftimable Inheritance, which we derived from Na-
ture, the Conftitution of Britain^ and the Privileges warranted

lo us in the Charter of the Province, is totally wrecked, annulled,

and vacated, Pofterity will acknowledge that Virtue which prefer

ved them free and happy ; and v,/-hile we enjoy the Rewards and
Blcffings of the Fai|:hful, the Torrent of Panegyrifts will roll our

Reputations to that lateft Period, when the Streams of Time fhall

be abforbed in the Abyfs of Eternity. !—Therefore we have

refolved, and do Resolve,

1. That whereas his Majelly George the Third is the rightful

Succeflbr to the Throne of Great-Britahty and juftly entitled to

the Allegiance of the Britijh Realm, and agreeable to Compadl,
of the ^;^^///^ Colonies in ^;7^^r/V^—therefore, we the Heirs and
SucceiTors of the nril Planters of this Colony do chearfully ac-

knowledge the faid George the Third to be our rightful Sovereign,

and that faid Covenant is the Tenure and Claim on which are foun-

ded our Allegiance and Submiffion.

2. That it is an indifpenfible Duty which we owe to God, our

Country, ourfelves and Pofterity, by all lawful Ways and Means
in our Power to maintain, defend and preferve thofe civil and re-

ligious Rights and Liberties, for which many of our Fathers

fought, bled and died, and to hand them down entire to future

Generations.

3. That the late Afts of the Britijh Parliament for blocking

up the Harbour of Bojlofty for altering the cftablifhed Form of

Government in this Colony, and for fcreening the moit flagitious

Violators of the Laws of the Province from a legal Trial, are

grofs Infraftions of thofe Rights to which we are jullly entitled

by the Laws of Nature, the Britifh Conftitution, and the Char-

ter of the Province.

4. That
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4.. That no Obedience is due from this Province to either or a-

ny Part of the Ads above-mentioned, but that they be rejedled as-

the Attempts of a wicked Adminillration to enilave America,

5. That fo long as the Jullices of our Superior Court of Judi-

cature, Court of Aflize, &c. and Inferior Court of Common
Pleas in this County are appointed, or hold their Places, by any
other Tenure than that vi'hieh the Charter and the Laws of the

Province direct, they muil be confidered as under undue Influence,

and are therefore unconftitutional Officers, and as fuch no Regard
ought to be paid to them by the People of this County.

6. That if the Juftices of the Superior Court of Judicature,

Affize, &c. Juilices of the Court of Common Pleas, or of the

General SelTions of the Peace, fhall fit and aft during their pre-

fent difqualified State, this County will fuppcrt and bear harmlef&

all Sheriffs and their Deputies, Conftables, Jurors and other Offi-

cers, who (hall refufe to carry into Execution the Orders of faid

Courts ; and as far as poiTible to prevent the many Inconveniencies

which muft be occafioned by a Sufpenfion of the Courts of Juftice,

we do moil earnellly recommend it to all Creditors that they ihew
all reafonable and even generous Forbearance to their Debtors j

and to all Debtors, to pay their juil Debts with all poffible Speed,

and if any Difputes relative to Debts or Trefpaffes Ihall arifey

which cannot be fettled bjr the Parties, we recommend it to them.

to fubmit all fuch Caufes to Arbitration ; and it is our Opinion

that the contending Parties or either of them, who fhall refufe fo

to do, ought to be confidered as co-operating with the Enemies

of this Country.

7. That it be recommended to the Colleftors of Taxes, Confta-

bles and all other Officers, who have public Monies in their

Hands, to retain the fame and not to make any Payment thereof

to the Provincial County Treafurer until the civil Government

of the Province is placed upon a conftitational Foundation, or

until it (hall otherwife be ordered by the propofed Provincial

Congrefs.

8. That the Perfons who have accepted Seats at the Council
' Board, by Virtue of a Mandamus from the King, in Conformity

to the late A<Sl of the BritiJJj Parliament, entitled an A61 for the

reo-ulatingj the Government of the Majfachufefts -Bay y have aited

in dired Violation of the Duty they owe to their Country, and

have thereby given great and jud Offence to this People ; there-

fore refolved, that this County do recommenr? it to all Perfons,

who have fo highly off:;nded by accepting faid Departments, and

have not already publicly refigned their Seats at the Council

Board, to make public Refignations of their Places at faid Board,

on or before the 20th Day of this inftant September ; and that all

Perfons refufmg fo to do fhall, from and after f.iid Day, be confi-

dered by this County as obftinate and incorrigible Enemies to this

Country. 9. That
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9. That the Fortifications begun and now carrying on upon
Bojion Neck, are jullly alarming to this County, and gives us

Reafon to apprehend fome hoftile Intention againft that Town,
more efpecially as the Commander in Chief has in a very extraor-

dinary Manner removed the Powder from the Magazine at Charlef-

tonxjfiy and has alfo forbidden the Keeper of the Magazine at Bo/'

ioHy to deliver out to the Owners the Powder, which they had
lodged in faid Magazine.

10. That the late A61 of Parliament for eftabliihing the Roman
Catholic Religion and the French Laws in that extenfive Country
now called ^lebec, is dangerous in. an extreme Degree to the

Proteftant Religion and to the civil Rights and Liberties of all A--

merica ; and therefore as Men and proteftant Chriftians, we are

indifpenfably obliged to take all proper Meafures for our Security.

1 1. That whereas our Enemies have flattered themfelves that

they (riail make an eafy Prey of this numerous, brave and hardy

People, from an Apprehenfion that they are imacquainted with

military Difcipline ; we therefore for the Honour, Defence and
Security of this County and Province advife, as it has been re-

commended to take away all Commiffions from the OiEcers of the

Militia, that thofe who now hold Commiffions, or fuch other

Perfons be eletled in each Town as Officers in the Militia, as (hall

be judged of fufficient Capacity for that Purpofe, ^nd who have e-

videnced themfelves the inflexible Friends to the Rights of the

People ; and that the Inhabitants of thofe Towns and Diftridls,

\A\o are qualified, do ufe their utmoft; Diligence to acquaint them-

felves with the Art of War as foon as poffible, and do for that

Purpofe appear under Arms at leaft once every Week.
12. That during the prefent hoftile Appearances on the Part of

Great- Britain, notwithftanding the many Infults and Oppreffions

which we moft fenfibly refent, yet, neverthelefs from our Affec-

tion to his Majefty, which we have at all Times evidenced, we
are determined to a6l merely upon the Defenfive, fo long as fuch

Conduct may be vindicated by Reafon and the Principles of Self-

prefervation, but no longer.

13. That as we underftand it has been in Contemplation to ap-

prehend fundry Perfons of this County, who have rendered them-

felves confpicuous in contending for the violated Rights and Li-

berties of their Countrymen; we do recommend, ftiould fuch an

audacious Meafure be put in Practice, to feize and keep in fafc

Cuftody, every Servant of the prefent tyrannical and unconftitu-

tional Government throughout the County and Province, until

the Perfons fo apprehended be liberated from the Hands of our

Adverfaries, and reftored fafe and uninjured to their refpeftive

Friends and Families.

14. That until our Rights are fully reftored to us, we will,

to the utmoft of our Power, and we recommend the fame to the

other
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btlier Counties, to withhold all Commercial intercourfe with

Great Britain, Ireland, and the Weji Indies, and abftain from

the Confumption of BritijJo Merchandize and Manufactures, and

cfpecially of Eajl India Teas and Piece Goods, with fuch addi-

tions, alterations, and exceptions only, as. the General Congrefs

of the Colonies may agree to.

15. That under our prefent CircumftanCes, it is incumbent on

us to encourage Arts and Manufadlures among us by all means in

our Power, and that

be and are hereby appointed a Committee to confider of the belt-

Ways and Means to promote and eftablifli the fame, and to report

to this Convention as foon as may be.

16. That the exigencies of our public Affairs, demand that a

Provincial Congrefs be called to confult fuch Meafures as may be

adopted, and vigoroufly executed by the whole People ;
and v/e

do recommend it to the fevcral Towns in this County, to chufe

Members for fuch a Provincial Congrefs , to be holden at Concord,

on the fecond Tuefday oiOSiober, next enfuing.

17. That this County, confiding in the Wifdom and Integrity

of the Continental Congrefs, now fitting at Philadelphia, pay all

due Refpe6l and Submiffion to fuch Meafures as may be re-

commended by them to the Colonies, for the reftoration and

eftablifhment of their juft Rights, Civil and Religious, and for

renewing that Harm.ony and Union between Great Britain and

the Colonies fo earneflly wiihed for by all good Men.

18. That whereas the univerfal uneafinefs which prevails among
all orders of Med, arifmg from the wicked and opprefiive Mea-

fures of the prefent Adminiftration, may influence fome unthink-

ing Perfons to commit outrage upon private Property ; we would

heartily recommend to all Perfons of this Com.munity, not to en-

gage in any routs, riots, or licentious attacks upon the Properties

of any Perfon whatfoever, as being fubverfive of all Order and

Government ; but by a fteady, manly, uniform, and perfevering

Oppolition, to convince our Enemies, that in a Contell fo im-

portant, in a caufe fo folemn, our condudl fhall be fuch as to

merit the Approbation of the wife, and the Admiration of the

Brave and Free of every age and of every Country.

19. That (hould our Enemies, by any fudden manoeuvres, ren-

der it neceffary to afli the Aid and AfliHance of our Brethren in

the Country, fome one of the Committee of Correfpondence, or

a Seleft Man of fuch Town, or the Town adjoining, where fuch

Hoftilities (hall commence, or fhall be expe6led to commence,
fhall difpatch Couriers with written MefTages to the Seleft Men,
or Comrnittees of Correfpondence, of the feveral Towns in the
Vicinity, with a written Account of fuch Matter, who fhall

difpatch others to Committees more remote, until proper and
fufHcient AlTiflance be obtained, and that the Expence of faid

C Couriers,
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Couriers be defrayed by the County, until it fhall be otherwifcr

Ordered by the Provincial Congrefs.

At a Meeting of Delegates from the fcveral Towns and
Diftridls in the County of Suffolk, held at Milton, on Friday, the
9th Day oi September, 1774.

—

Voted,
That Dr. Jofeph Warren, of Bojion, &c. be a Committee to

wait on his Excellency the Governor, to inform him, that this

County are alarmed at the Fortifications making on BoJlon Neck,
and to remonftrate againft the fame, and the repeated Infults of-

fered by the Soldiery, to Perfons pafling and repaffing into that
Town, and to confer with him upon thofe Subjects.

Atteft, WILLIAM THOMSON, Clerk.

*> To his Excellency THOMAS GAGE, EsQiri re, Captain-Ge-
neral, aiid Comtnander in Chief of his Majejlfs Province of
Majfachifett\ Bay.

NLay it pleafe your Excellency,

"THE County of Suffolk being greatly, and in their opinion
juftly, alarmed at the formidable appearances of Hoftility, now
threatening his Majefly's good Subjects of this County, and
more particularly of the Town of BoJlon, the loyal and faithful Ca-
pital of this Province, beg leave to addrefs your Excellency, and
reprefent that the appreheniions of the People, are more particu-

larly increafed by the dangerous Defign now carrying into execu-
tion of repairing and manning the Fortification at the South en-

trance of the Town of BoJlon, which when completed, may at

t'-ny Time be improved to aggravate the Miferies of that already

3mpoverifhed and diftrefled City, by intercepting the wonted and
neceffary intercourfe between the Town and Country, and com-
pel the wretched Inhabitants to the moft ignominious ftate of hu-

miliation and vafTalage, by depriving them of the necelTary Sup-
plies of Provifion, for which they are chiefly dependant on that

Communication : We have been informed, that your Excellency

in confequence of the Application of the Select Men of BoJlon,

has indeed difavowed an^r Intention to injure the Town in your

prefent manoeuvres, and expreffed your Purpofe to be for the Se-

curity of the Troops and his Majefty's Subjefts in the Town, we
are therefore at a lofs to guefs, may it pleafe your Excellency, from

whence your want of Confidence in the loyal and orderly People of

this Vicinity could originate ; a Meafure fo formidable carried into

execution, from a p^e-conceived though caufelefs Jealoufy of the

infecurlty of his Majefty's Troops and Subjedls in the Town,
cleeply wounds the loyalty, and is an additional Injury to the

faithful Subjects of this County, and affords them a ftrong Motive

for this Application: We therefore intreat your Excellency to

defift from your Defign, affuring your Excellency, that the People

of this County, are by no Means difpofed to injure his Majefty's

Troops ;



September, 1774. 19

Troops ; they think themfelves aggrieved and opprcfTed by the

late A&.S of Parliament, and are refolved by Divine Affiftancc,

never to fubmit to them, but have no Inclination to commence a

War with his Majelly's Troops, and beg leave to- obferve to your

Excellency, that the ferment now excited in the Minds o[ the

People is occafioned by fome late Tranfaftions, by feizing the

PowJer in the Arfenal at Charkjionvn ; by withholding the Pow- -

der lodged in the M?vgazine of the Town of Bojion^ from the legal

•Proprietors ; infiilting, beating, and abufmg PaiTengers to and

froin the Town by the Soldiery, in which they have been en-

couraged by forae of their Officers
;
putting the People in fear,

and menacing them in their nightly Patrole into the neighbouring

Towns, and more particularly by the fortifying the fole Avenue
by Land to the Town of Bojion.

In duty therefore to his Majefty and to your Excellency, and
for the Reftoration of Order and Security to this County, vve

the Delegates from the feveral Towns in this County, being
coramifTioried lor this Purpofe, beg your Excellency's attention to

this our num.bie and faithful Addrefs; affuring you, that nothing

lei's than an immediate Removal of the Ordnance, and reftoring

the Entrance into the Town to its former State, and an efFeftual

ftop of aii Infults and Abufes in future, can place the Inhabitants

of this C<>unty in that ftate of Peace and Tranquillity, in

which every free SubjeCl oup-ht to be."

Hit; Exctaency was waited on to know if he would receive t'Jie

Committee with the above written Addrefs, but defiring he
might have a Copy of it in a private way, that fo v/hen he re-

ceived it from the Committee, he might have an Anfwer prepared

for them, he was accordingly furnifned with a Copy, his Excel-

lency then declared, that he would receive the Committee on
Mojiday^ at 12 o'clock.

Saturday, Septemher 10, 1774.

The Congrefs taking the foregoing into Confideratlon.

Resolved unanimously. That this AlTembly deeply feels

the fuftering of their Countrymen in the Majj'achufetfs Bay, un-

der the Operation of the late unjuil, cruel," and oppreflive Afts

of the Briti/I? Parliament^—that they m.oft thoroughly approve

the Wifdom and Fortitude, with which Oppofltion to thefe vv'ick-

cd Miniilerial Meafures has hitherto been conducted, and they

earneftly recommend to their Brethren, a perfeverance in the fame
firm and temperate Condudl as exprefled in the Refolutions deter-

mined upon, at a Meeting of the Delegates for the County of

Su/olk, on Tue/day the 6th Inflant, truftingthat the EfFedlof the

united Efforts of North Ajuiirica in their behalf, will carry fuch

Conviftion to the Britijh Nation, of the unvnfe, unjuft, and

ruinous
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ruinous Policy of the prefent Adminiftration, as quickly to intro-

duce better men and wifer meafures.

Resolved unanimously. That Contributions from all'the

Colonies for iupplying the Neceffities, and alleviating the Diftrefles

of our Brethren at Bojion^ ought to be continued, in fuch Man-
ner, and fo long as their Occalions may require..

Ordered, That a Copy of the above Refolu.tions be tranfmit-

ted to Bojton by the Prefident.

Ordered, That thefe Refolutions, together vv^ith the Refo-
Jutions of the County of SuffrAk, be publifhed in the Nevi^s Papers.

The Committee appointed to examine and report the fevera^

Statutes, which affed the Trade and Manufa6lures of the Colo-
jiies, brought in their Report, which was ordered to lit; Qn the
Table.

Adjourned till Monday Morning.

MoNDiiY, Septe??iher 19, 1774, A. M.

The Congrefs met according to Adjournment.

The Report brought in on Saturday being read.

Ordered, That the fame be referred to the Committee ap-

pointed to ftate the Rights of the Colonies, 6^:. to which Com»
mittee, the Honourable Thomas Cu/Iji?7g, Efq; Patrick Henrys and
'Thomas Mifflin^ Efqrs. were added.

Adjourned from day to day, till Thurfday<'.

Thursday, September 22, 1774..

The Congrefs met according to Adjournment.

Upon Motion,

Resolved unanimously. That the Congrefs requeft the

Merchants and others in the feveral Colonies, not to fend to Great

Britain^ any Orders for Goods, and to direct the Execution of alj

Orders already fent, to be delayed or fufpended, until the Senfe

of the Congrefs on the Means to be taken, for the Prefervation of

the Liberties of Ajiierica is made public.

Ordered, That this Refohition be made public by Hand-bills

find by publifhing it in the News-papers.

The Committee appointed to ftate the Rights, ^c^ of the Co-
lonies, having brought in a Report of Rights, the fame was
read, and the Confideration of it referred till Saturday next.

Ordered, That a Copy of this Report be made out for each

Colony.

Saturday, Septemher 24, 1774. A. M.

The Congrefs entered upon the Confideration of the Report

referred to this Day, and after fome Debate, upon Motion;

Resolved, That the Congrefs do confine themfelyes, at pre-

f^nt, to the Confideration of fuch Rights, as have been infringed
'

' by
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by Acts of the i?^////!^ Parliament fince the Year 1763, poflpon-

ing the further Confideration of the General State of American

Rights to a future Day.
Hereupon the Committee appointed to ftate the Rights &c.

brought in a Report of the Infringements and Violations of Ame-
rkan Rights, which being read—upon Motion

Resolved, That the Confideration ofthis Report be referred

till Monday^ and that the Congrefs in the mean Time deliberate

on the Means moft proper to be ufed for a Reiloration of our
Rights. —
After fome Debate on the Subject the Congrefs adjourned.

Monday, Septetnler 26th , 1774. A. M.
The Congrefs met according to Adjourmrient.

John Herring, Efq; a Deputy from Grange County in the Co-
lony of Nenv-Tork, appeared this Morning and took his Se^t as a
Delegate for that Colony.

The Congrefs refumed the Confideration of the Means &c. and
after feveral Hours fpent thereon, it was referred till to-morrow,
to which Time the Congrefs W9s adjourned.

Tuesday, Septe7nher I'-jth, 1774, A. M.

The Congrefs met according to Adjournment, and refuming

the Confideration of the Means moft proper to be ufed for a Reilo-

ration of American Rights.

Resolved unanimously, That from aqd lifter the firjl Day
of December next, there be no Importation into BritiJJ? Ainerica.

from Great-Britain or Ireland, of any Goods, Wares or Mer-
chandize whatever, or from any other Place, of any fuch Goods,
Wares or Merchandizes, as fhall have been exported from Great-

Britain or Ireland, and that no fuch Goods, Wares or Merchan-
dizes imported after the id.i6.jirji Day of December next, be ufed or

purchafed.

—

Adjourned till to-morrow.

Wednesday and Thursday being taken up in the Confidera-

tion and Debates on the Means &c. the Congrefs met on Friday

30 Sept. and upon the (Tueilion

Resolved, That from and after the icth Day oi Septemhcry

1775, ^^^ Exportation of all Merchandize and every Commodity
whatfoever to 6'r(?i3'/-i?r/V^/,'?, Ireland, and the Wejl-Indies, ought
to ceafe, unlefs the Grievances of America are redreffed before

that Time.

—

Ordered, That Mr. Cujloing, Mr. Lo^w, Mr. Mifflin, Mr.
Lee, and Mr. Johnfon, be a Committee to bring in a Plan for

carrying into EfFe6l, the Non-importation, Non-qonfumption,
and Non-exportation refolved oij.

—

Saturday,
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Satup.day, Ofloher ijly 1774.

Simon Boerumy Efq; appeared in Congrefs as a Deputy from

Khigh County in the Colony of Neisj-Tork, and produced the

Credentials of his Ele£lion, which being read and approved, he

took his Seat as a Delegate for that Colony.

The Congrefs refuming the Confideration of the Means &c.

upon motion

Resolved unanimously, That a loyal Addrefs to his Ma-
jelly be prepared, dutifully requefting the royal Attention to the

Grievances that alarm and diltrefs his Majefty's faithful Subje6ts

in North-America^ and entreating his Majefty's gracious Interpo-

iition for the Removal of fuch Grievances; thereby to reftore be-

tween Great-Britain and the Colonies that Harmony fo neceffary

to the Happinefs of the BritiJJo Empire, and fo ardently defired

by ^America,
Agreed, That M. Lee, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. John/on, Mr.

Hstiry, and Mr. Riitledge, be a Committee, to prepare an Ad-
drefs to his Majefly.

Monday, 06loher 3, 1774.

Tlie Congrefs met, according to Adjournment, and after fome

Debate,

Resolved unanimously, Tliat it be an In{lru6lion to the

Committee, who are appointed to drav/ up an Addrefs to the

King.—Whereas parliamentary Taxes on America have been laid,

on Pretence of *' defraying the Expences of Government, and

fupporting the Adrainiftration of Tuftice, and defending, protec-

ting, and fecuring the Colonies."—That they do affure his Majef-

ty, that the Colonies have or v/ill make ample Provifion for defray-

ing all the neceffary Expences of fupporting Government, and

the due Adminiftration of Juftice in the refpectivc Colonies ; that

the Militia, i:^ put on a proper Footing, would be amply fufiicient

for their Defence in Time of Peace; that they are delirous of put-

ting it on fuch a Footing immediately, and that in Cafe of War,

the Colonies are ready to grant Supplies for raifing any further

Forces that may be neceffary.

The Remainder of this Day and the Day following, was taken

up in deliberating and debating on Matters proper to be contain-

ed in the Addrefs to his Majefly.

Wednesday, Gftoher ^th, 1774.

The Congrefs refumed the Confideration of the Subject in De-
bate YcHerday, and after fome Time fpent thereon

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to prepare an Ad-
drefs to his Majefly, be inftru6led to affure his Majefly, that in

Cafe the Colonies Ihall be rellored to the State they were in, at

the
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.tlie Clofe of the late War, by abolifhing the Syflem of Laws and

Regulations—for railing a Revenue in Atnerica—for extending

the Powers of Courts of Admiralty—for the Trial of Perfons be-

yond Sea for Crimes committed in America—for affecting the Co-

lony of the MajJ'achufetts'Eay—and for altering the Government,

and extending the Limits of Canada.^ the Jealoufies which have

been occafioned by fuch Afts and Regulations of Parliament, will

be remoyed and Commerce again reftored.

An Addrefs from WiUiarn Goddard to the Congrefs was read

and ordered to lie on the Table.

Thursday, OSlober 6thy 1774.

The Congrefs refumed the Conflderation of the Means proper

to be ufed for a Reftoration of American Rights. During this

Debate, an Exprefs from Boflon arrived with a Letter from the

Committee of Corrcfpondence dated the 29th of iS^/^/^w^f-/-,
, which

was laid before the Congrefs.

In this the Committee of Corrcfpondence inform the Congrefs,

that they " expefted fome Regard would have been paid to the

Petitions prefented to their Governor, againft fortifying their

Town in fuch a Manner as can be accounted for only upon the

Suppofition, that the Town and Country are to be treated by the

Soldiery as declared Enemies—that the Entrenchments upon the

Neck are nearly compleated—that Cannon are mounted at the

Entrance of the Town—that it is currently reported, that Forti-

fications are to be erected on Corpfe-HHl-, Bacon-Hilly Fort-Hill,

<bc. fo that the Fortifications, Math the Ships in the Harbour may
abfolutely command every Avenue to the Town both by Sea and

Land—that a Number of Cannon, the Property of a private Gen-
tleman, were a few Days ago feizcd and taken from his Wharf
by Order of the General—that from feveral Circumilances men-
tioned in the Letter, there is Reafon to apprehend, that Bojlon is

to be made and kept a garrifoned Town ;—that from all they can

hear from Britain, Adminiftration is refolved to do all in their

Power to force them to a Submiffion—that when the Town is in-

clofed, it is apprehended the Inhabitants will be held as Hoftages

for the Submiilion of the Country, they apply therefore to the

Congrefs for Advice how to aft—that, if the Congrefs advife to

quit the Town, they obey—if it is judged that by maintaining

their Ground they can better ferve the public Caufe, they will

not {hrink from Hardfhip and Danger—finally, that as the late

Afts of Parliament have made it impoffible that there fhould be a

due Adminiftration of Juilice, and all Law therefore mull be fuf-

pended—that as the Governor has by Proclamation prevented the

Meeting ofthe General Court, they therefore requcft the Advice
of the Cpngrcf?."

Orpered,
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Ordered, That this Letter be taken into Confideration ta-*

morrow morning.

The Congrefs then refumed the Confideration of the Means &c.

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to prepare the

Form of an AfTociation, be diredled to adopt the following Claufe,

viz,—That from and after the /r/? Day of December next, no

MoIalTes, Coffee or Piemento from the Britijlo Plantations or from

Dominica, or Wines from Madeira and the V/eJiern Iflands, or

foreign Indigo be imported into thefe Colonies.

Friday, O^loher 'jth, 1774.

The Congrefs refumed the Confideration'of the Letter from the

Committee of Correfpodence in Bqfton, and after fome Debate

—

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to prepare a Let-
ter to his Excellency General Gage, reprefenting " that the

*rown oi Bofion and Province of Maffachufetts-Bay , are confidered

by all America as fufFering in the common Caufe, for their noble

and fpirited Oppofition to oppreffive Acls of Parliament calculat-

ed to deprive us of our moft facred Rights and Privileges."—Ex-
prefling our Concern, that, while the Congrefs are deliberating

on the moft peaceable Means for reftoring American Liberty, and
that Harmony and Intercourfe, which fubfifted between us and
the parent Kingdom fo neceffary to both, his Excellency, aS'

they are informed, is raifmg Fortifications round the Town of

Bofion, thereby exciting well grounded Jealoufies in the Minds of

his Majefty's faithful Subjeds therein, that he means to cut off all

Communication between them and their Brethren in the Country,
and reduce them to a State of Submiffion to his Will, and that the

Soldiers under his Excellency's Command, are frequently violat-

ing private Property, and offering various Infults to the People,

ivhich muff irritate their Minds, and if not put a Stop to, involve

all America in the Horrors of a civil War.—To entreat his Excel-

lency, from the Affurance we have of the peaceable Difpofition of

the Inhabitants of the Town oiBoJhn and the Province of the

J\IaJfachufetts-Bay, to difcontinue his Fortifications, and that a

free and fafe Communication be reftored and continued between

the Town of i?^?/?*?;? and the Country, and prevent all Injuries on

the Part of the Troops, until his Majefly's Pleafure fhall be
known, after the Meafures now adopting fliall have been laid be-

fore him.

Mr. Lynch, Mr. S, Adams, and Mr. Pendleton, are appointed

a Committee to draught a Letter agreeable to the foregoing Re-
folution.

Saturday, OSIoher 8, 1774.

The Congrefs refumed the Confideration of the Letter from

BoJio?!y and upon Motion
Resolved
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Rfe SOLVED, That this Congrefs approve the Oppofition of th^

Inhabitants of the Majfachufetts Bay^ to the Execution of the

late A<fts of Parliament ; and if the fame (hall be attempted to b^

carried into execution by Force, in fuch cafe, all America ought

to fupport them in their Oppofition.

Monday, O^oher 10* 1774.

The Conp-refs refumins: the Confideration of the Letter from

JBofton ;

Resolved unanimously. That it is the Opinion of this

Body, that the Removal of the People of Bojion into the Coun-

try, would be, not only extremely difficult in the Execution, but

fo important in its Confequences, as to require the utmoft delibe-

ration before it is adopted ; but in cafe the Provincial Meeting

of that Colony fnould judge it abfolutely neceffary, it is the

Opinion of the Congrefs, that all Ame^nca ought to contribute

towards recompencing them for the Injury they may thereby

fuftain ; and it will be recommended accordingjly.

Resolved, That the Congrefs recommend to the Inhabitants

of the Colony of Majfachufetts Bay, to fubmit to a Sufpenfion

of the Adminiilration of Juftice, where it cannot be procured in

a legal and peaceable Manner, under the Rules of their prefent

Charter, and the Laws of the Colony founded thereon.

Resolved unanimously. That every Perfon and Perfons

whomfoever, who fhall take, accept, or aft under any Commif-
iion or Authority, in any-wife derived from the A61 paiTed in

the laft Seflion of Parliament, changing the Form of Government,

and violating the Charter of the Province of Majfachufetts Bay^

ought to be held in Deteftation and Abhorrence by all good
Men, and confidered as the wicked Tools of that Defpotifm,

which is preparing to deftroy thofe Rights, which God, Nature,

and Compaft, have given to A7nerica.

The Committee brought in a Draught of a Letter to Gene-
ral Gage, and the fame being read and amended, was ordered to

be copied, and to be figned by the Prefident in behalf of the Con-
grefs.

Tuesday, OSIoher 11, 1774,

A Copy of the Letter to General Gage, was brought into

Congrefs, and agreeable to Order, figned by the Preiident, and

is as follows :

Philadelphia, OSloher lO, 1774.
S I R,

** T H E Inhabitants of the Town of BoJlon have informed

us, the Reprefentatives of his Majefty's faithful Subje6ls in all

the Colonies from Nova Scotia to Georgia, that the Fortifications

creding within that Town, the frequent invafions of Private Pro-

D perty,
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perty, and the repeated Infults they receive from the Soldrery,

have given them great Reafon to fufpefl a Plan is formed very
deftruftive to them, and tending to overthrow the Liberties of
America^
" Your Excellency cannot be a Stranger to the Sentiments of

America^ with refpecfr to the Afts of Parliament, under the

Execution of which, thofe unhappy People are opprefTed,

the Approbation univerfally exprefled of their Conduft, and the

determined Refolution of the Colonies, for the Prefervation of
their common Rights, to unite in their Oppofition to thofe a£l's.

—

In confequence of thefe Sentiments, they have appointed us the

Guardians of their Rights and Liberties, and we are under the

deepell Concern, that whilft we are purfuing dutiful and peace-

able Meafures to procure a cordial and effeilual Reconciliation

between Great Britain and the Colonies, your Excellency fhould

proceed in a Manner that bears fo hoilile an Appearance, and
which even thofe opprellive A6ls do not warrant.

" V/e entreat your Excellency to confider what a Tendency
this Condu6l mull: have to irritate and force a free People, hi-

therto well difpofed to peaceable Meafures, into Hoftilities,

which m.ay prevent the Endeavours of this Congrefs to reftore a

good Underilanding with our Parent State, and may involve us
in the Horrors of a Civil War.

** In order therefore to quiet the Minds and remove the rea-

fonable Jealouiies of the People, that they may not be driven to

a State of Deiperation, being fully perfuaded of their pacific Difpo-

fition towards the King's Troops, could they be affured of their

own Safety, we hope, Sir, you will difcontinue the Fortifications

In and about Bqfloti, prevent any further invafions of Private Pro-

perty, reftrain the irregularities of the Soldiers, and give Orders

that the Communication between the Town and Country may be
open, unmolefted and free.

Signed by Order and in Behalf

of the General Congrrefs,

PEYTON RANDOLPH, Prefident.

As the Congrefs have given General Gage an Affurance of the

peaceable Difpofition of the People of Bofton and the Majfachufeits

Bay,
Resolved unanimously. That they be advlfed ilill to con-

duct themfelves peaceably towards his Excellency General Gage^VLud

his Majefty's Troops now flatloned in the Town of Bofion, as

far as can poflibly be confiftent with their immediate Safety, and

the Security of the Town ; avoiding and difcountenancing every

violation of his Majefty's Property, or any infult to his Troops,

and that they peaceably and firmly perfevere iri the Line they

are now conducting themfelves, on the Dcfenfive.

OpvDERED, That a Copy of the foregoing Pv.efolve, and of that

paiTed on Saturday and the Three pafl'ed Yellerday be made out,

and
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land tliat the Prefident inclofe them in a Letter to the Committee
of CorreCpondence for the Town of Bqftony being the Sentiments

of the Congrefs on the Matters referred to them by the Commit-
tee, in their Letter of the 29th of September laft.

Resolved unanimously. That a Memorial be prepared to

the People of Britijlo America^ ftating to them the Necefiity of a

firm, united, and invariable Obfervation of the Meafures recom-

mended by the Congrefs, as they tender the invaluable Rights

and Liberties derived to them from- the Laws and Confcitution of

their Country :

Alfo that an Addrefs be prepared to the People of Great Bri-

tain.

Ordered, That Mr. Lee, Mr. Livingjlon, and Mr. Jay^ be

a Committee to prepare a Draught of the Memorial and Ad-
drefs.

Wednesday, Ocioler 12, 1774.

The Congrefs niet according to Adjournment.
The Committee appointed to prepare a Plan, for carrying into

effe6l, the Non-importation, Non-confumption, and Non-expor^
tation Agreement, brought in a Report, which was read.

Ordered, That the fame He on the Table, for the perufal

of the Members.

The Congrefo then refumed the Confideration of the Rights
and Grievances of thefe Colonies, and after deliberating on the

Subject, this and the following Day, adjourned till Friday^

Friday, Odoher 14, 1774.

The Congrefs met according to Adjournment, and refuming
the Consideration of the Subjedl under Debate—made the fol-

lowing DECLARATION and RESOLVES.
WHEREAS, fmce the clofe of the laft ¥/ar, the BritiJJj

Parliament, claiming a power, of Right, to bind the People of

America by Statutes in all Cafes whaifoever, hath in fome A6ls
exprefsly impofed Taxes on them, and in others, under various

Pretences, but in faft for the Purpofe of raifmg a Revenue,
hath impofed Rates and Duties payable in thefe Colonies, efta-

bliflied a Board of Commiffioners, with unconftitutional Powers,
and extended the Jurifdiftion of Courts of Admiralty, not only
for colleiling the faid Duties, but for the Trial of Caufes merely
arifmg within the body of a County.

And whereas, in confequence of other Statutes, Judges, who
before held only Eftates at will in their Offices, have been made
•dependant on the Crov/n alone for their Salaries, and ftanding

Armies kept in times of Peace : And Avhereas it has lately been
refolved in Parliament, that by force of a Statute, made in the

Thirty-fifth Year of the Reign of King Henry the Eighth, Co-
lonies
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lonifts may be tranfported to England^ and tried there upon ac-

cufations for Treafons and Mifprifions, or concealments of Trea-
fons committed in the Colonies, and by a late Statute, fuch.

Trials have been dire&ed in cafes therein mentioned :

And whereas, in the laft Seffion of Parliament, Three Statutes

were made ; one entitled, " An A61 to difcontinue in fuch Manner
" and for fuch Time as are therein mentioned, the Landing and
" Difcharging, Lading, or Shipping of Goods, Wares, and
<* "Ni.i.rchandize, at the Town, and within the Harbour of Bcjion,

" in the Province oi Majfachufetts Bay m North Jtnericaf Ano-
ther entitled, " An Acl for the better regulating the Government
*' of tl.c VrovmcQ. oi MaJJachufetts Bay in Ne'w England'" And
another entitled, " An Aft for the impartial Adminiftration of
^* Juftice, in the cafes of Perfons quellioned for any Act done by
*' them in the Execution of the Law, or for the Suppreffion of
^*

, Riots and Tumults, in the Province of the Majfachufetts Bay
*' in Neirj England''' And another Statute was then made,
** for making more effe^ual Provifion for the Government of the
<* PvQvince of ^isbec, <bc,''' All which Statutes are impolitic,,

unjuft, and cruel, as well as unconftitutional, and mofl dangerous

and deftruttive of Amer'iQan Rights :

And whereas, AlTemblies have been frequently diffolved, con-

trary to the Rights of the People, when they attempted to de-

liberate on Grievances ; and their dutiful, humble, loyal, and rea-

fonable Petitions to the Crown for Redrefs, have been repeat-

edly treated with Contempt, by his Majefly's Minifters of State ;

The good People of the feveral Colonies of Ne<v3 HavipJIoire,

T\iaj[achufetts Bay, Rkode-IJland and Providence Plantations, Con-

venient, Nenu-Tork, Nenv-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Ne'wcajlle, Kent^

and Sujfex on Dela<vjare, Maryland, Virginia, North Carrlina^^

and South Carolijia, juftly alarmed at thefe arbitrary proceedings

of Parliament and Adminiftration, have feverally eledled, confti-

tuted, and appointed Deputies to meet and fit in General Con-
grefs, in the City of Philadelphia, in.qrdcr to obtain fuch Efta-

blifhment, as that their Religion, Laws, and Liberties, may not

be fubverted : Whereupon the Deputies fo appointed being now
affcmbled, in a full and free Reprefentation of thefe Colonies, tak-

ing into their m.oft ferious Confideration, the beft Means of at-

taining the Ends aforefaid, do in the firfl: place, as Englifhmen

their anceftors in like Cafes have ufually done, for aiTerting and
vindicating their Rights and Liberties, DECLARE,

' That the Inhabitants of the Englijh Colonies in North Ame-
rica, by the immutable Laws of Nature, the Principles of the

Engli/ly Conftitution, and the feveral Charters or Compafts»
have the following RIGHTS.

Resolved, A". C. D. i. That they are entitled to Life, Li-

berty, and Property : and they hav? never ceded to any Sove-

reign
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reign Power whatever, a Right to difpofe of either without their

Confent.

Resolved, N. C. D. 2. That oiir Anceftors, who firft fettled

thefe Colonies, were at the Time of their Emigration from the

mother Country, entitled to all the Rights, Liberties, and Im-

munities of free and natural born Subjeds, within the Realm of

England.

Resolved, N. C. D. 3. That by fuch Emigration they by no

Means forfeited, furrendered, or loft any of thofe Rights, but

that they were, and their Defcendants now are, entitled to the

Exercife and Enjoyment of all fuch of them, as their local and o-

ther Circumftances enable them to exercife and enjoy.

Resolved, 4. That the Foundation oi Englijh Liberty and of

all free Government, 13, a Riglt in the People to participate in

their legiflative Council : and as the Englijh Colonifts are not re-

prefented, and from their local and other Circumftances cannot

properly be reprefented in the Britifh Parliament, they are enti-

tled to a free and exclufive Power of Legiflation in their feveral

provincial Legiflatures, where their Right of Reprefentation caa

alone be preferved, in all Cafes of Taxation and internal Polity,

fubje£t only to the Negative of their Sovereign, in fuch Manner as

has been heretofore ufed and accuftomed : But from the Neceffity

of the Cafe, and a Regard to the mutual Interefts of both Coun-

tries, we cheerfully confent to the Operation of fuch A6ls of the

Britijlo Parliament, as are bona fide, reftrained to the Regulation

of our external Commerce, for the Purpofe of fecuring the com-

mercial Advantages of the whole Empire to the mother Country,

and the commercial Benefits of its refpe6live Memhers ; excluding

every Idea of Taxation internal or external, for raifmg a Revenue

en the Subjects in America without their Confent.

Resolved, N. C. D. 5. That the refpe6tive Colonies are en-

titled to the common Law ai England, and more efpecially to the

great and ineftimable Privilege of being tried by their Peers of the

Vicinage, according to the Courfe of that Law.
Resolved, 6. That they are entitled to the Benefit of fuch of

the Englijh Statutes, as exifted at the Time of their Colonization;

and which they have, by Experience, refpeftively found to be

applicable to their feveral local and other Circumftances.

R.E solved, N. C. p. 7. That thefe, his Majefty's Colonies,

are likewife entitled to all the Inimunities and Privileges granted

and confirmed to them by royal Charters, or fecured by their fe-.

vera! Codes of provincial Lav/s.

Resolved, N. C. D. 8. That they have a Right peaceably

to affemble, confider of their Grievances, and petition the King;
and that all Profecutions, prohibitory Proclamations^ and Com-
mitments for the famCj are illegal.

Resolvebu
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Resolved, N. C. D. 9. That the keeping a (landing Army
in thefe Colonies, in Times of Peace, without the Confent of the

Legiflature of that Colony in which fuch Army is kept, is againfl

i,aw.

Resolved, N. C. D. 10. It is indifpenfibly neceflary to

good Government, and rendered eflential by the Englijh Conftitu-

tion, that the conftituent Branches of the Legiilature be indepen-

dent of each other ; that, therefore, the Exercife of legillative

Power in feveral Colonies, by a Council appointed, during Plea-

fure, by the Crown, is unconllitutional, dangerous, and deftruc-

tive to the Freedom of American Legiflation.

All and each of which, the aforefaid Deputies in behalf of

themfelves, and their Conftituents, do claim, demand, and infifl

on, as thei^ judubitable Rights and Liberties ; which cannot be

legally taken from them, altered or abridged by any Power what-

ever, without their own Confent, by their Reprefentatives in their

feveral provincial Legiflatures.

In the Courfe of our Inquiry, we find many Infringements and

Violations of the foregoing Rights, which, from an ardent De-

lirc that Harmony and mutual Intercourfe of Affedlion and Inter-

ell n>ay be rellored, wc pafs over for the Prefent, and proceed to

ilate fuch A6ls and Meafures as have been adopted fince the lad

War, which demonllrate a Syflem formed to enilave America,

Resolved, N. C. D. That the following Afts of Parliament

are Infringements and Violations of the Rights of the Colonifts
;

and that the Repeal of them is efTentially neceffary, in Order to

reflore Harmony between Great- Britairi an.d the American CdIq-

nles, viz.

The feveral A6ls of4 Geo. III. ch. 15. and ch. 34.—5 Qrto,

III. ch. 25 —6 Geo. HI. ch. 52.—7 Geo. III. ch. 41. and

ch. 46.—8 Geo. III. ch. 22. which impofe Duties for the Pur-

pofe of raifing a Revenue in America, extend the Power of the

Admiralty Courts beyond their ancient Limits, deprive the Ame-
rican Subjedl of Trial by Jury, authorlfe the Judges Certificate to

indemnify the Profecutor from Damages, that he might otherwife

be liable to, requiring oppreffive Security from a Claimant of

Ships and Goods feized, before he fhall be allowed to defend his

Property, and are fubverfive ol American Rights.

Alfo 12 Geo. HI. ch. 24. Intituled, " An Aft for the bet-

" ter fecuring his Majefty's Dock-yards, Magazines, Ships,

*' Ammunition, and Stores," which declares a new Offence in A-

merica, and deprives the American Subjeft of a conllltv.tioual Trial

by Jury of the Vicmage, by authorifing the Trial of any Perfon

charged with the Committing any Offence defer ibed in the faid

A61 out of the Realm, to be indifted and tried for the fame in any

whire or County within the Realm.
Alfo
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Alfo the three A6ts pafled in the laft Sefllon of Parliament, for

Hopping the Port and blocking up the Harbour of Boftotty for al-

tering the Charter and Government of Majfachufetts-Bay , and

that -which is intituled, *' An A61 for the better Adminiftratioa
** of Juftice, &c."

Alfo the Aft pafled in the fame Seffion for efl:ablifhing the Ro-
man Catholic Religion in the Province of ^lehjsc^ aboliihing the

equitable Syftem oi EngltJI? Laws, and erefting a Tyranny there,

to the great Danger, (from fo total a Diflimularity of Religion,

Law, and Government) of the neighbouring BrittJJj Coloh'.es,

by the Afliftance of whofe Blood and Treafure the faid Country-

was conquered from France.

Alfo the A6t pafTed in the fame Seffion for the better providing

fuitable Quarters for Officers and Soldiers in his Majelly's Service

in North-America.

Alfo, that the keeping a Handing Army in feveral of thefe Co-
lonies, in Time of Peace, without the Confent of the Legiflature

of that Colony in which fuch Army is kept, is againfb Law.
To thefe grievous A6ts and Meafares Americans cannot fubmit,

but in hopes their Fellow Subjects in Great-Britain will, on a Re-
vifion of them, reftore us to that State, in which both Countries

found Happinefs and Profperity, v^^e have for the Prefent only re-

folved to purfue the following peaceable Meafures : i. To enter in-

to a Non-importation, Non-confumptlon, and Non-exportationE

Agreement or Affociation. 2. To prepare an Addrefs to the

People of Great-Britain^ and a Memorial to the Inhabitants of

BritiJI? Ainerica: And 3. To prepare a loyal Addrefs to his Ma-
jeily, agreeable to Refolutions already entered into.

A Letter being received from feveral Gentlemen in Georgia was
read.

—

Saturday, Qfioler 15, 1774.

The Congrefs refumed the Confideration of the Plan for carry-

ing into Effect the Non-importation &c. and after fome Tii>ie

fpent on that Subjedl, adjourned till Monday.

Monday, OTioher 17, 1774.

. Mr. John Dickinfon appeared in Congrefs as a Deputy for the

Province of Pennfylvania^ and produced his Credentials, as fol-

lows :

" In AlTembly, Oaohsr 15, 1774, A. M.
" Upon Motion by Mr. Rofs^

" Ordered, That Mr. Dickinfon be and he is hereby ?ylded

« to the Committee of Deputies appointed by the late AfTembly
<*' of this Province, to attend the General Congrefs now fitting in

" the City o{ Philadelphia on American Grievances.

" By Order of the Houfe, Cha. Moore, Clk. ofthe AiTembly,"'

ThG



31 Journals OF Congress-.

The fanle being approved, Mr. Dickinfon took his Seat as one

©f the Deputies for the Province oi Pcnnfylvania.

The Congrefs then refumed the Confideration of the Plan of

,Afibciation &c. and after fpending the Remainder ofthe Day on

that Subjeft, adjourned till to-morrow.

Tuesday, O^oler i8, 1774.

The Congrefs refumed the Confideration of the Plan of Affocia-

tion &c. and after fundry Amendments, the fame was agreed to

and ordered to be tranfcribed, that it may be figned by the feve-

ral Members.
The Committee appointed to prepare an Addrefs to the People

of Great'Britam^ brought in a Draught, which was read and or-

dered to lie on the Table for the Perufal of the Members, and to

i>e taken into Confideration to-morrow.

Wednesday, OHoler 19, 1774.

The Congrefs refumed the Confideration of the Addrefs to the

People of Great-Brita'm, and the fame being debated by Para-

graphs and fundry Amendments made, the fame was re-commit-

ted, in Order that the Amendments may be taken in.

The Committee appointed to prepare a Memorial to the Inha-

bitants of thefe Colonies reported a Draught, which was read and

ordered to Yio. on the Table.

Ordered, That this Memorial be taken into Confideration to-

morrow.
Thursday, O^ioher 20, 1774*

The AfTociation being copied, was read and figned at the Ta-
ble. And is as follov/s : —
WE, his Majefly's m.ofl loyal Subje6ls, the Delegates of the

fever al Colonies of Neiv-HampJJyire, Ma£'achufetts-Bay^ Rhode-

iflandi Connecliciit^ Nenv-York^ Neiv-Jerfeyf Pennfylvaniay the

three lower Counties of NenucaJilCi Kent^ and SuJJex on DelanvarCy

Maryland^ Virginia, North'Carolina, and Sotith-Caroli?ia, deput-

ed to reprefent them in a Continental Congrefs held in the City of
Philadelphia, ou th.Q fifth 'D^j o^ Septe?>wer, 1774, avowing our

Allegiance to his Majefly, our Affeftion and Regard for our

Fellow-Subjecls in Great-Britain and elfewhere, affefted with the

deepefl Anxiety, and mod alarming Apprehenfions at thofe Grie-

vances and Diftreffes, with which his Majefly's American Subjefts

are opprefTed, and having taken under our moft ferious Delibera-

tion, the State of the whole Continent; find, ^hat the prefent un-

happy Situation of our Affairs is occalioncd by a ruinous Syfcem of

Colony Adminiftration adopted by the Britijl) Miniflry about the

Year 1763, evidently calculated for inflaving thefe Colonies, and,

with them, the i?r////^^ Empire. In profecution of which Syftem,

various
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various A£ts of parliament have been pafTed for raifing a Revenue

in America^ for depriving the American Subje6ls, in many In-

llances, of the conftitutional Trial by Jury, expofing their Lives

to Danger, by directing a new and illegal Trial beyond the Seas,

for Crimes alledged to have been committed in America : And in

profecution of the fame Syflem, fevcral late, cruel, and oppreffive

A^s have been paifed refpedling the Town of Bojlon and the

'Majfachufetts-Bay^ and alfo an A61 for extending the province of

^lebecy fo as to border on the Weftern Frontiers of thefe Colo-

nies, eftablifhing an arbitrary Government therein, and difcour-

aglng the Settlement of BritiJI? Subje6ts in that wide extended

Country; thus by the Influence of civil principles and ancient

prejudices to difpofe the Inhabitants to a6l with Hoftility againft

the free proteftant Colonies, whenever a wicked Miniilry fnall

chufe fo to direfi: them.

To obtain Redrefs of thefe Grievances, v/hich threaten De-
ftruftion to the Lives, Liberty, and Property of his Majefty's

Subjects in North America > we are of Opinion, that a Non -im-

portation, Non-confumption, and Non-exportation agreement,

faithfully adhered to, will prove the moll fpeedy, efFeftual, and
peaceable Meafure : And therefore we do, for ourfelves, and the

inhabitants of thefeveral Colonies whom we rcprefent, iirmly agree

and aflbciate under the facred ties of Virtue, Honour and love

of our Country, as follows :

Fir/?, That from-and after the Firft Day of December next, we
will not import into BritiJI? A?nerica^ from Great Britain or

Irelandy any Goods, Wares, or Merchandize wbatfoever, or from
any other Place, any fuch Goods, Wares, or Merchandize, as

Ihall have been exported from Great Britain or Ireland-^ nor will

we, after that Day, import any Eaji India Tea from any Part

of the World ; nor any Molaifes, Syrups, paneles, Coffee, or

Piemento, from the BritiJI? Plantations or from Do7uinica ; nor

Wines from Madeira^ or the Weftern lilands ; nor Foreign In-

digo.

Second, We will neither import, nor purchafe any Slave Im-

ported after the Firft Day of December next ; after which Time,
we will wholly difcontinue the Slave Trade, and will neither be
concerned in it ourfelves, nor will we hire our Veffels, nor fell

our Commodities or Manufa61:ures to thofe v/ho are concerned,
in It.

Third, As a Non-confumption Agreem.ent, ftriftly adhered to,

will be an effeftual Security for the obfervation of the Non-im-
portation, we as above, folemnly agree and aftbclate, that from
this Day, we will not purchafe or ufe any Tea imported on ac-

count of the Eajt India Company, or any on which a Duty hath
been or fliall be paid ; and from and after tlie firft Day of March
next, we will not purchafe or ufe any EaJI India Tea whatever

;

E nor



34 Journals OF Congress.

nor will we, nor fhall any Perfon for or under us, purchafe or ufe

anyof thofe Goods, Wares, or Merchandize, we have agreed not to

import, which we fhall know, or have caufe to fufpecSl, were im-

ported after the Firft Day of December^ except fuch as come
under the Rules and Diredlions of the Tenth Article hereafter

mentioned.

Fourth, The earnell Delire we have not to injure our Fellow-

fubjefts in Great Britain, Ireland, or the Weji Indies, induces us

to fufpend a Non-exportation, until the Tenth Day of September,

1775 ; ^^ which Time, if the faid A6ts and parts of A^ts of
the Britijh parliament herein after mentioned, are not repealed,

we will not, directly or indirectly, export any Merchandize or

Commodity whatfoever to Great-Britain, Ireland, or the WeJi'

Indies, except Rice to Europe,

Fifth. Such as are Merchants, and ufe the Britijh and IriJJj

Trade, will give Orders, as foon as poffible, to their Fa6lors, A-
gents and Correfpondents, in Great-Britain and Ireland, not to

fhip any Goods to them, on any pretence whatfoever, as they
cannot be received in America ; and if any Merchant, reiiding in

Great-Britain or Ireland, fhall direftly or indireftly fhip any
Goods, Wares or Merchandize, for America, in Order to break
the faid Non-Importation Agreement, or in any Manner contra-

vene the fame, on fuch unworthy conduft being well attefled, it

ought to be made public ; and, on the fame being fo done, we
will not from thenceforth have any commercial Connexion with
fuch Merchant.

Sixth. That fuch as are Owners of VefTels will give pofitive

Orders to their Captains, or Mailers, not to receive on Board their

Veffels any Goods prohibited by the faid Non-importatiou Agree-
ment, on pain of immediate Difmiflion from their Service.

Seve7ith. We will ufe our utmoll Endeavours to improve the

Breed of Sheep and increafe their Number to the greateft Extent

;

and to that End, we will kill them as feldom as may be, efpe-

cially thofe of the mofl profitable kind ; nor will we export any to

the Weft-Indies or elfewhere ; and thofe of us, who are or may be-

come overflocked with, or can conveniently fpare any Sheep, will

difpofe of them to our Neighbours, efpecially to the poorer Sort,

on moderate Terms.

Eighth. We will in our feveral Stations encourage Frugality,

Oeconomy, and Induftry, and promote Agriculture, Arts and
the Manufactures of this Country, efpecially that of Wool ; and
will difcountenance and difcourage every Species of Extravagance

andDiffipation, efpecially all Horfe Racing, and all Kinds ofGam-
ing, Cock Fighting, Exhibitions of Shev/s, Plays, and other ex-

penfive Diverfions and Entertainments; and on the Death of any
Relation or Friend, none of us, or any of our Families will go in-

to any further Mourning Drefs than a black Crape or Ribbon on

the
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tl^e Arm ^or Hat for Gentlemen, and a black Ribbon and Neqk-

}a<:e for Ladies, and we will diicontinue the giving of Gloves and

Scarves at Funerals.

Ninth, Such as are Venders of Goods or Merchandize will

not take Advantage of the Scarcity of Goods that may be occa-

fioned by this Affociation, but will fell the fame at the Rates wc

have been refpeftively accuftomed to do, for twelve Months )alt

paft.—And if any Vender of Goods or Merchandize fnall fell any

fuch Goods on higher Terms, or {hall in any Manner, or by any

Device whatfoever, violate or depart frojm this Agreement, no

Perfon ought, nor will any of us deal with any fuch Perfon, or

his, or her Faftor or Agent, at any Time thereafter, for any

Commodity whatever.

Tenth. In cafe any Merchant, Trader, or other Perfons fhall

import any Goods or Merchandize after ihtfirji Day oi December ^

and before xhtfirji Day of February next, the fame ought forth-

with, at the Election of the Owner, to be either re-fhipped or

delivered up to the Committee of the County, or Town wherein

they fhall be imported;, ,to be ftored at the Rifque of the Impor-?

ter, until the Non-importation Agreement fhall ceafe, or be fold

under the Diredlio^i of the Committee aforefaid ; and ip the laft

mentioned Cafe, the Owner or Owners of fuch Goods fhall be re-

imburfed (out of the Sales, the iirfl CoH and Charges, the Profit,

if any, to be applied towards relieving and employing fuch poor

Inhabitants of the Town of Boftony as are immediate Sufferers by
the Bofton Port-Bill ; and a particular Accoiint of all Goods fo re*

turned ftored, or fold, to be inferted in the public Papers ; and
if any Goods or Merchandizes fhall be imported after the faid firjl

Day of February y the fame ought forthwith to be fent back again,

without breaking any of the Packages thereof.

Eleventh, That a Committee be chofen in every County, City,

aud Town, by thofe who are qualified to vote for Reprefentatives

in the Legiflature, whpfe Bufinefs it fhall be attentively to o.bferve

the Conduct of all perfpns touching this Affociation ; and vyhen it

fhall be made to appear to the Sati^fafkion of a Majority of any

fuch Committee, that any Perfon withir^ the Limits of their Ap-
pointment has violated this Affogiation, that fuch Majority do
forthwith caufe the Truth ofthe Cafe to be publifhed in the Ga-
zette ; to the End;, that ail fuch Foes to the Rights of Britijh A-?

fnerica may be publicly known, and univerfally contemned as the

Enemies of American Liberty ; and thenceforth we refpe6lively

will break off all Dealings with him or her.

Tnuelfth. That; the Committee of Correfpondence in the re-*

fpeftive Colonies do frequently infpeft the Entries of their Cuftom-
Houfes, and inform each other from Time to Time of the true

State thereof, and of every other rnater^al Circumftance that may
o^;cur relative to this Affociation,

'^hirteentho^
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Thirteenth. That all Manufa6i:ures of this Country be fold at

reafonable Prices, fo that no undue Advantage be taken of a fu-

ture Scarcity of Goods.
Fourteenth. And we do further agree andrefolve, that we will

have no Trade, Commerce, Dealings or Intercourfe whatfoever,

with any Colony or Province, in North- America ^ which (hall not
acceuc to, or which fhall hereafter violate this Affociation, but
will nold them as unworthy of the Rights of Freemen, and as ini-

mical to the J^iberties of their Country.

And we do folemnly bind ourfelves and our Conftituents, under

the Ties aforefaid, to adhere to this Affociation until fuch parts

of the feveral A6ts of parliament paffed fince the Clofe of the laft

War, as impofe or continue Duties on Tea, Wine, Molalfes, Sy-

rups, Paneles, Coffee, Sugar, Piemento, Indigo, foreign Paper,

Glafs, and painters Colours, imported into America, and extend

the Powers of the Admiralty Courts beyond their ancient Limits,

deprive the Ainerican Subjeft of Trial by Jury, authorife the

Judge's Certificate to indemnify the Profecutor from Damages,
that he might otherwife be liable to from a Trial by his Peers,

require oppreflive Security from a Claimant of Ships or Goods
feized, before he fhall be allowed to defend his property, are re-

pealed.—And until that part of the A61 of the 12. G. 3. ch. 24.

entitled, " An A61 for the better fecuring his Majefly's Dock-
Yards, Magazines, Ships, Ammunition, and Stores," by which
any perfons charged with committing any of the Offences therein

defcribed, in A'nierica, may be tried in any Shire or County with-

in the Realm, is repealed.—And until the four A6ls paffed the lafl

Seffion of parliament, viz. that for flopping the port and blocking

up the Harbour of Bojion.—-That for altering the Charter and
Government of the Majfachufetts-Bay.—And that which is enti-

tled, " An Ad for the better Adminiftration of Juflice, &c."

—

And that *' For extending the Limits of ^ebec^ &c." are re-

pealed. And v/e recommend it to the provincial Conventions,

and to the Committees in the refpe6live Colonies, to eftablifh fuch.

farther Regulations as they may think proper, for carrying into

Execution this Affociation.

The foregoing Affociation being determined upon by the Con-
grefs, was ordered to be fubfcribed by the feveral Members there-

of; and thereupon we have hereunto fet our refpedlive Names ac-

cordingly.

In Congrefsy Philadelphia^ 0£loher 24.
' Signed Peyton Kahdol ph , Prefident,

TkT TT C 7<yhn Sullivan. %
NEW-4IAMPSHIRE. i AA *i / 17 /r

(_ ISathamel tolfom. •

Massachusetts-
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P Thomas Ciijloing, *

T> '. Samuel Adams ^

Massachusetts-Bay,^
^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^

(_
Robert Treat Paine.

_ T C Stephen Hopkins^ •
Rhode-Island,^

s/muel Ward.

C EUphqlet Dyer,

Connecticut, X Roger SheriJian, ^
(^ Silas Deane, ,«

f Ifaac Loiv, 4
I

John Alfop, %

I
John Jay,

-- ,r. J James Duane, •
New-York, <^ irr.,,. j., /

I Wtlliam tloyd,

Henry Wifner, A
S. Boerum, #

Philip hivingjlono •

f James Kinfey, «

I
William Livingjiotis, <S

New-Jersey, <^ Stephen Crane, #
I Richard Smith, •

V. J^(?i^;z Z)^ Hart*

f Jofsph Gallonvay,

I
J^i^y^i;? Dickinfon,

j
Charles Humphreys^ S

Pennsylvania,^ Thomas Mifflin, »

J

Ednuard Biddle, *

j
y^y^w Morton, •

|_
George Rofs* *

r" Cafar Rodney, •

Kew-Castle, &c. ^ Thomas M Kean,

(_ George iCead. •

f Mattheiv Tilghman, •

Ti, ! Thomas Johnfon,Maryland, <^ rr..,,. -Vj
-^

;
Wtlltam raca, »

(^
Samuel Chafe.

p Richard Henry Lee, #

J
George Wajloington, •

-,
j

P. Henry, Jun. •

*
I Richard Bland, •

I
Benjamin Harrifon, •

|_
Edmund Pendleton.- »

r' William Hooper, •

North-Carolina,-^ J?/^/^ Henx:es, ^

South-
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f Henry Middletortf •

I
Thomas Lynch ^

•

South-Carolina, <[ Chrijiopher Gadfden, •

I
John Rutledge,

(^
Ednvard Rutledge. •

The Congrels then refumed the Confideration of the Addrefs

to the Inhabitants of thefe Colonies, and after Debate thereon,

adjourned till to-morjrow.

—

Friday, Oiioher 21, 1774,

The Addrefs to the people of Great-Britain being brought in,

and the Amendments directed being made, the fame was approv-

ed ^nd is as follows

:

7i>/^^ People ^Great-Britain, y/w;.! ^/^d* Delegates, ap-

pointed by the feveral Englijh Colonies of Nenv-HampJJoiret

jyiaJfachufetts'Bay^ Rhode- IJJatid and Providence Plantations^

Conne6iicuti Nenu-Tork, Nenxj-Jerjey, Pennfyhania, The ho'wer

Counties on Delanvare, Marylandy Virginia y North-Carolina

and South-Carolina y to conjider of their Grievances in General

Congrefs, at Philadelphia ^ September ^th, 1774.

Frmids and Fellonv Subje6lsy

WHEN a Nation led to Greatnefs by the Hand of Liberty,

and pofTefled of all the Glory that Heroifra, Munificence, and
Humanity can bellow, defcends to the ungrateful Tafl<: of forging

Chains for her Fi'iends and Children, and in{lea4 of giving Sup-
port to Freedom, turns Advocate for Slavery and Oppreffion,

there is Reafon to fufpedl fhe has either ceafed to be virtuous, or

been extremely negligent in the Appointment of her Rulers.

In almoft every Age, in repeated Conflifts, in long and bloody

Wars, as well civil a? foreign, againft many and powerful Nations,

againil the open Afiaults of Enemies and the more dangerous

Treachery of Friends, have the Inhabitants of your Ifland, your

great and glorious Anceftors, maintained their Independence and

tranfmitted the Rights of Men and the Bleflings of Liberty to you
their Pofterity.

Be not furprized therefore, that we, who are defcended from

the fame common Anceftors ; that we, whofe Forefathers partici-

pated in all the Rights, the Liberties, and the Conftitution, you

fo juftly boaft of, and who have carefully conveyed the fame fair In-

heritance to us, guarantied by the plighted Faith of Government

and the moft folemn Compafts with Britifh Sovereigns, fhould re-

fufe to furrender them to Men, who found their Claims on no

Principles of Reafon, and who profecute them with a Defign,

that by having our Lives and Property in their Power, they may
with the greater Facility enflav^^cw.

The
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The czn^Q q( Jmerica is now the Objed of univerfal Attention:

it has at leng'th become very ferious. This unhappy Country has

not only been oppreffed, but abufed and mifreprefented ; and the

Duty we owe to ourfelves and Pofterity, to your Intereft, and

the general Welfare of the BritiJJo Empire, leads us to addrefs you

on this very important Subject.

Kno'w then. That we confider ourfelves, and do Infift, that wc
are and ought to be, as free as our Fellow Subjects in Britain,

and that no Power on Earth has a Right to take our Property from

us without our Confent.

That we claim all the Benefits fecured to the Subjedl by the

EngliJJj Couftitution, and particularly that ineftimable one of

Trial by Jury.

That v/e hold it effential to Englijh Liberty, that no Man be

condemned unheard, or punifhed for fuppofed Offences, without

having an Opportunity of making his Defence.

That we think the Legillature oi Great-Britain is not autho-

rized by the Conftitution to eftablifh a Religion fraught with fan-

guinary and impious Tenets, or, to eredt an arbitrary Form of

Government in any quarter of the Globe. Thefe Rights we, as

well as you, deem facred. And yet facred as they are, they have,

with many others, been repeatedly and flagrantly violated.

Are not the Proprietors of the Soil of Great-Britain Lords of

their own Property ? can it be taken from them without their

Confent ? will they yield it tO the arbitrary Difpofal of any Man,
or Number of Men whatever ?—You know they will not.

Why then are the Proprietors of the Soil of ^w^r/V« lefs Lords
of their Property than you are of yours ; or why fhould they fub-

mit it to the Difpofal of your Parliament, or any other Parlia-

ment, or Council in the World, not of their Eleftion ? Can the

Intervention of the Sea that divides us, caufe Difparity in Rights,

or can any Reafon be given, why Englijh Subjefts, who live

three thoufand Miles from the royal Palace, fhould enjoy lefs Li-

berty than thofe who are three hundred Miles diflant from it ?

Reafon looks with Indignation on fuch Diflin^lions, and Free-

men can never perceive their propriety. And yet, however chi-

merical and unjuft fuch Difcriminations are, the parliament affert,

that they have a Right to bind us in all Cafes without Exception,

whether we confent or not ; that they may take and ufe our pro-

perty when and in what Manner they pleafe ; that we are penlion-

ers on their Bounty for all that we poffefs, and can hold it no lon-

ger than they vouchafe to permit. Such Declarations we confider

as Herefies in Englijh politics, and which can no more operate to

deprive us of our Property, than the Interdids of the Pope can di-

veft Kings of Sceptres, which the Laws of the Land and the
Voice of the People have placed in their Hands.

' At
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At the Concluiion of the late "War—a War rendered glorioas

by the Abilities and Integrity of a Minifter, to whofe Efforts the

BritiJJj Empire owes its Safety and its Fame : At the Conclufion

of this War, which was fucceeded by an inglorious Peace, formed

tinder the Aufpices of a Minifter, of Principles, and of a Family

unfriendly to ttie Proteftant Caufe, and inimical to Liberty.

—

We fay at this Period, and under the Influence of that Man, a

Plan for enflaving your Fellow Subjefts in Ainerica was concertedj

imd has ever fince been pertinacioufly carrying into Execution.

Prior to this jEra you were content with drawing from us the

Wealth produced by our Commerce. You reftrained our Trade

in every Way that could conduce to your Emolument. You ex-

ercifed unbounded Sovereignty over the Sea. You named the

Ports and Nations to which alone our Merchandize (hould be car-

ried, and with whom alone we (hould trade ; and though fome of

thefe Reflriftions were grievous, w^e neverthelefs did not complain;

we looked up to you as to our parent State to which we were

bound by the ftrongell Ties : And were happy in being inllru-

mental to your Profperity and your Grandeur.

We call upon you yourfelves, to w'itnefs our Loyalty and At-

tachment to the common Intereft of the whole Empire : Did we

not, in. the laft War, add all the Strength of this vaft Continent

to the Force which repelled our common Enemy? Did we not

leave our native Shores, and meet Difeafe and Death, to promote

the Succefs of BritiJJ? Arms in foreign Climates ? Did you not

thank us for our Zeal, and even reimburfe us large Sums of Money,

which, you confciTed, we had advanced beyond our Proportion,

and far beyond our Abilities ? You did.

To what Caufes, then, are we to attribute the fudden Change

of Treatment, and that Syilem of Slavery w^hieh was prepared for

.us at the Reftoration of Peace.

Before v^re had recovered from the Diftrefies which ever attend

War, an Attempt w^as made to drain this Country of all its Mo-

ney, by the oppreffive Stamp-A6l. Paint, Glafs, and other Com-

modities, which you would not permit us to purchafe of other Na-

tions, were taxed; nay, although no Wine is made in any Coun-

try, fubjed to the Britifi State, you prohibited our procuring it

of Foreigners, without paying a Tax, impofed by your Parlia-

Inent, on all we imported. Thefe and many other Impofitions

were laid upon us mod unjuftly and unconftitutionally, for the ex-

prefs Purpofe of ralfing a Revenue.—In order to filence Com-

plaint, it v.'as, indeed, provided, that this P^evenue fhould be ex-

pended in ylmerka for its Proteftion and Defence.—Thefe Exac-

tions, however, can receive no Juftification from a pretended Ne-

ccffity of protecting and defending us. They are laviflily fquan-

dered on Court Favourites and Minillerial Dependents, generally

avov/ed Enemies to Avicrka and employing themfelves, by partial

Reprefentationsa
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Repl*efentations, to traduce and embroil the Colonies. For the

neceffary Support of Government here, we ever were and ever

Jfhall be ready to provide. And whenever the Exigencies of the

State may require it, we fliall, as we have heretofore done, chear-

fully contribute our full Proportion of Men and Money. To en-

force this unconftitutional and unjuft Scheme of Taxation, every

Fence that the Wifdom of our Britijh Anceftors had carefully e-

refted againit arbitrary Power, has been violently thrown down in

y^merka,.Rnd the ineftimable Right of Trial by Jury taken away
in Cafes that touch both Life and Property.—It was ordained that

whenever Offences fhould be committed ia the Colonies againil

particular A6ts impofing various Duties and Reftriftions upon

Trade, th^ Profecutor might bring his Aftion for the Penalties in

the Courts of Admiralty ; by which Means the Sabje£l loll the

Advantage of being tried by an honeft uninfluenced Jury of the

Vicinage, and was fubjeAed to the fad Neceffity of being judged

by a lingle Man, a Creature of the Crown, and according to the

Courfe of a Law which exempts the profecutor from the Trouble

of proving his Accufation, and obliges the Defendant either to e-

vince his Innocence, or to fuffer. To give this new Judicatory the

greater Importance, and as, if with Defign to proteft falfe Accu-
fers, it is further provided, that the Judge's Certificate of there

having been probable Caufes of Seizure and Profecution, (hall

protect the Profecutor from Ad:ions at Common Law for Reco-

very of Damages.
By the Courfe of our Law, Offences committed in fuch of the

BrltiJJj Dominions in which Courts are eftablifhed and Juilice du-

ly and regularly adminiftred, fliall be there tried by a Jury of the

Vicinage. There the Offenders and the Witneffes are known,
and the Degree of Credibility to be given to their Teilimony, can

be afcertained.

In all thefe Colonies, Juilice is regularly and impartially admi-
nifliered, and yet by the Conftru6lion of fome, and the Direftioa

of other A6ls of Parliament, Offenders are to be taken by Force,

together with all fuch Perfons as may be pointed out as Witneffes,

and carried to England^ there to be tried in a diflant Land, by a

Jury of Strangers, and fubjecl to all the Difadvanta^es that refult

from want of Friends, want of Witneffes, and want of Money.
When the defign of railing a Revenue from the duties impofed

on the importation of Tea into J7nerica, had in sjreat Meafure
been rendered abortive by our ceafing to import that Commodity,
a Scheme was concerted by the Miniflry with the Eaft-India
Company, and an A61 paffed enabling and encouraging them to

tranfport and vend it in the Colonies. Aware of the dang-er of
giving fuccefs to this inlidious Manoeuvre, and of permittin*^ a pre-
cedent of Taxation thus to be efliablifhed among us, various Me-
thods were adopted to elude the Stroke. The People of Bofton^

F then
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then ruled by a Governor, whom, as well as his PredecefTor Sir

Francis Bernardy all Jlmerica confiders as her Enemy, were exceed-

ingly embarraffed. The Ships, which had arrived with the Tea,
were by his management prevented from returning.—The Duties

would have been paid ; the Cargoes landed and expofed to Sale

;

a Governor's influence would have procured and protedled many
Purchafers. While the Town was fufpended by deliberations on
this important Subjeft, the Tea was dellroyed. Even fuppofing

a Trefpafs was thereby committed, and the Proprietors of the Tea
entitled to Damages, the Courts of Law were open, and Judges
appointed by the Crown prefided in them.—The Eaji- India Com-
pany however did not think proper to commence any Suits, nor

did they even demand Satisfaction either from Individtials, ar

from the Community in general. The Miniftry, it feems officiouf-

ly made the Cafe their own, aud the Great Council of the Nation

defcended to intermeddle with a Difpute about Private Pro-

perty. Divers Papers, Letters, and other unauthenticated ex parte

Evidence were laid before them ; neither the Perfons who dellroy-

ed the Tea, nor the People of Bofton were called upon to anfwer

the Complaint. The Miniftry, incenfed by being difappointed in

a favourite Scheme, were determined to recur from the little Arts
of FinelTe, to open Force and unmanly Violence. The Port of

BojQon Vf2i& blocked up by a Fleet, and an Army placed in the

Town. Their Trade was to be fufpended, and thoufands reduced,

to the Neceffity of gaining Subfiftence from Charity, till they

fhould fubmit to pafs under the Yoke, and confcnt to become
Slaves, by confeffing the omnipotence of Parliament, and acquief-

ing in whatever difpofition they might think proper to make of

their Lives and Property.

Let Juftice and Humanity ceafe to be the boaft of your Nation I

confult your Hiftory, examine your records of former Tranfadli-

ons, nay turn to the Annals of the many Arbitrary States and
Kingdoms that furround you, and fhew us a fmgle Inftance of
Men being condemned to fuiFer for imputed Crimes, unheard, un-

queftioned, and without even the fpecious formality of a Trial

;

and that too by Laws made exprefly for the Purpofe, and which
had noexiilence at the Time of the Fact committed. If it be dif-

ficult to reconcile thefe proceedings to the Genius and Temper of
your Laws and Conftitution, the Tafic will become more Arduous,
when we call upon our Minifterial Enemies to juftify, not only con-

demning Men untried and by hearfay, but involving the Innocent

in one common Punifliment with the Guilty, and for the Adl of

thirty or foii|y, to bring Poverty, Diftrefs, and Calamity on thirty

thouiand Souls, and thofe not your Enemies, but your Friends,

Brethren, and Fellow-Subjefts.

It would be fome Confolation to us, if the Catalogue of Ameri-^

can opprelTions ended here. It gives us Pain to be reduced to the

Neceflity
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NecefTity of reminding you, that under the Confidence repofed in

the Faith of Government, pledged in a R.oyal Charter from a bri-

tijh Sovereign, the Fore-Fathers of the prefent Inhabitants of the

Maffachufetts-Bay left their former Habitations, and eftablifhed.

that great, flourllliing, and loyal Colony. Without incurring or being

charged with a forfeiture of their Rights, without being heard,

without being tried, without Law, and without Juftice, by an

Aft of Parliament, their Charter isdeilroyed, their Liberties vio-

lated, their Conllltulion and Form of Government changed : And
all this upon no better Pretence, than becaufe in one of their

Towns a Trefpafs was committed on fome Merchandize, fald to

belong to one of the Companies, and becaufe the Miniftry were of

opinion, that fuch high political Regulations were neceffary to

compel due fubordination and obedience to their Mandates.

Nor are thefe the only capital Grievances under which we la-

bour. We might tell of dilTolute, weak, and wicked Governors

having been fet over us ; of Legillatures being fufpended for af-

ferting the rights of Britiflo Subjedls; of needy and ignorant de-

pendents on great Men advanced to the Seats of Jullice, and to

other Places of Trufl and Importance ; of hard Reftridlions on

Commerce, and a great Variety of lefTer Evils, the recollection of

which is almoft loil under the Weight and Prefiiire of greater and

more poignant Calamities.

Now mark the ProgrelTion of the Minifterial Plan for enflaving

us.

Well aware that fuch hardy Attempts to take our Property

from us, to deprive us of that valuable Right of Trial by Jury,

to feize our Perfons, and carry us for Trial to Great-Britain, to

blockade our Ports, to deftroy our Charters, and change our

Forms of Government, would occaiion, and had already occaiioned

great difcontent in the Colonies, which might produce oppofition

to thefe Meafures ; An Ad was paffed to protect, indemnify, and

fcreen from Punifhment, fuch as might be guilty even of Murder,

in endeavouring to carry their oppreffive Edi6ls into Execution
;

and by another A6t the dominion of Canada is to be fo extended,

modelled, and governed, as that by being difunited from us, de-

tached from our Interefts, by civil as well as religious Prejudices,

that by their Numbers daily fwelling with Catholic Emigrants

from Europe, and by their devotion to Adminiftration, fo friendly

to their Religion, they might become Formidable to us, and on

occafion, be fit Inllruments in the Hands of Power, to reduce the

ancient, free Protellant Colonies to the fame fcate of Slavery with

themfelves.

This was evidently the Object of the Aft: And in this view,

being extremely danp-erous to our Liberty and Quiet, we cannot

forbear complaininp- of it, as boftileto Britijh America. Superad-

4£d to thefe conliderations, we cannot help deploring the unhappy
condition
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condition to which it has reduced the many EngliJJo Settlers, who,

encouraged by the Royal Proclamation, promifing the enjoyment

of all their Rights, have purchafed Eftates in that Country.—They
are now the Subjefts of an arbitrary Government, deprived of

Trial by Jury, and when imprifoned cannot claim the Benefit of*"

the Habeiis Corpus A6:, that great Bulwark and Palladium oi En-
glijlj JJhtrtj

:

—Nor can we fupprefs our Aftoniftiment, that a

Britiflo Parliament fhould ever confent to eftablifh in that Country,

a Religion that has deluged your Ifland in Blood, and difperfed

Impiety, Bigotry, Perfecution, Murder, and Rebellion through

every part of the World.
This being a true ftate of Fafts, let us befeech you to confider

to what end they lead.

Admit that the Miniftry, by the Powers of Britain^ and the

aid of our Roman Catholic Neighbours, fhould be able to carry

the point of Taxation, and reduce us to a ftate of perfect Humilia-

tion and Slavery : Such an Enterprize would doubtlefs make

fome addition to your National Debt, which already prefies down

your Liberties, and fills you with Penfioners and Placemen.

We prefume, alfo, that your Commerce will fomewhat be dimifh-

ed. However, fuppofe you fhould prove Victorious, in what

condition will you then be ? What advantages or what laurels wiii

you reap from fuch a conquefl ?

May not a Miniftry with the fame Armies inflave you,—it may

be faid, you will ceafe to pay them,—but remember the Taxes

from America, the Wealth, and we may add the Men, and parti-

cularly the Roman Catholics of this vafl: Continent, will then be in

the Power of yooir Enemies; nor will you have any reafon to ex-

ped, that after making Slaves of us, many among us fhould refufe

to aliilt in reducing you to the fame abje6l State.

Do not treat this as Chimerical.—pKnow that in lefs than half a

Century, the quit- rents referved to the Crown, from the number-

lefs grants of this vail Continent, will pour large ftreams of Wealth

into the royal Coffers, and if to this be added the Power of taxing

America at Pleafure, the Crown will be rendered Independant of

you for Supplies, and will polTefs more Treafure than may be ne-

cefTary to purchafe the remains of Liberty in your Ifland.—In a

word, take care that you do not fall into the Pit that is preparing

for us.

We believe there is yet much Virtue, much Juftice, and much

public Spirit in the Englijh Nation.—To that Juftice we now Ap-

peal. You have been told that we are Seditious, impatient of Go-

vernment, and defirous of Independency. Be afTured that thefe

are notFacls, but Calumnies.—Permit us to be as free as yourfelves,

and we ftiall ever efteem a Union with you to be our greateft Glo-

ry and our greateft Happinefs, we ftiall ever be ready to contri-

bute all in our Power to the Welfare of the Empire,—we ftiall

confidev
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conflder your Enemies as our Enemies, and your Interefl as our

own.
But if you are determined that your Miniftera fliall wantonly-

Sport with the rights of Mankind—If neither the Voice of Juf-.

tice, the Diftates of the Law, the Principles of the Conftitution,

or the Suggefdons of Humanity can reftrain your Hands from

fhedding human Blood in fuch an impious Caufe, we muft then

tell you, that we will never fubmit to be Hewers of Wood or

Drawers of Water for any Miniilry or Nation in the World.

Place us in the fame Situation that we were at the Clofe of the

laft War, and our former Harmony will be reftored.

But left the fame Supinenefs and the fame Inattention to our

common Intereft, which you have for feveral Years fhewn, fhould

continue, we think it prudent to anticipate the Confequences.

By the dellru6lion of the Trade oi Bojlon, the Miniftry have

endeavoured to induce fubmiflion to their Meafures. The like fate

may befal us all. We v/ill endeavour therefore to live without

Trade, and recur for Subfillence to the Fertility and Bounty of

our native Soil, which will afford us all the NecefTaries and fome of

the Conveniences of Life. We have fufpended our Importation

from Great-Britain and Ireland; and in lefs than a Year's Time,
unlefs our Grievances fhould be redrefled, fhall difcontinue our

Exports to thofe Kingdoms and the Wefi- Indies,

It is with the utmoft regret, however, that we find ourfelves

compelled by the over-ruling principles of Self-prefervation, to

adopt Meafures detrimental in their Confequences to Numbers of

our Fellow- Subjedls in Great- Britain and Ireland. But we hope,

that the Magnanimity and Juftice of the Britiflj Nation will fur-

nifh a Parliament of fuch Wifdom, Independance, and Public

Spirit, as may fave the violated Rights of the whole Empire from

the Devices of wicked Minilters and evil Counfellors whether in or

out of Office; and thereby reftore that Harmony, Friendfhip, and
fraternal AfFeftion between all the Inhabitants of his Majefly's

Kingdoms and Territories, fo ardently wilhed for by every true

and honell American,—
The Congrefs then refumed the confideration of the Memorial

to the Inhabitants of the Britijlo Colonies, and the fame being de-

bated by Paragraphs and amended, v/as approved, and is as follows s

ro the INHABITANTS of the COLONIES ^/- TV^w Harnp.

Jbire, Majfachiifeits Bay, Rhode I/land aitd Providence Planta-

tions', Cojzjie^icutf Nenu-Tork, Neiv-Jerfey, Pennjylva?2ia, the

Counties of Nemocajlle Kent and Sufey: on Delanvarej Ma?'yland^

Virginia, North Carolina, and South CaroVma*

Friends and Countrymen,
We, the DELEGATES appointed by the good People

of thefe Colonies to meet at Philadelphia in ^ept^niber laft, for

the;
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the Purposes mentioned by our refpe6tive Conftituents, have, in

purfuance of the Truit repofed in us, affembled, and taken into

our moil ferious Confideration, the important Matters recom-

mended to the Gongrefs. Our Refolutions thereupon will be

herewith communicated to you. But as the Situation of public

Affairs grows daily more and more alarming ; and as it may be

more Satisfactory to you to be informed by us in a CoUeftive

Body, than in any other Manner, of thofe Sentiments that have

been approved, upon a full and free Difcufiion, by the Repre-

fentatives of fo great a part of America, we efteem ourfelves ob-

liged to add this Addrefs to thefc Refolutions.

In every Cafe of Oppofition by a People to their Rulers, or

of one State to anotherj duty to Almighty God, the Creator of

all, requires that a true and impartial Judgment be formed o-f

the Meafures leading to fuch Oppofition ; and of the Caufes by
which it has been provoked, or can in any Degree be juftified,

that neither AfFeftion on the one hand, nor Refentment on the

other, being permitted to give a wrong biafs to Reafon, it may be

enabled to take a difpaflionate view of all Circumllances, and to

fettle the public Condu6l on the folid Foundations of Wifdom and

Juftice.

From Councils thus tempered arife the fureft Hopes of the

Divine Favour, the firmed Encouragement to the Parties en-

gaged, and the ftrongeft Recommendation of their Caufe to the

reft of Mankind.

With Minds deeply impreffed by a Senfe of thefe Truths, we
have diligently, deliberately, and calmly enquired into, andcon-

fidered thofe Exertions, both of the legillative and executive

Power of Great Britain, which have excited fo much unealinefs

in Ajuerica, and have, with equal Fidelity and Attention, con-

fidered the Condud of the Colonies. Upon the whole, we find

ourfelves reduced to the difagreeable Alternative of being filent

and betraying the innocent, or of fpeaking out and cenfuring

thofe we v»'ifh to revere. In making our choice of thefe diftref-

fing difficulties, we prefer the Courfe dl6lated by Honefty, and

and a Regard for the Welfare of our Country.

Soon after the conclufion of the late War, there commenced

a memorable change in the Treatment of thefe Colonies. By a

Statute made in the Fourth Year of the prcfent Reign, a Time of

profound Peace, alledging, " the Expediency of new Provifions

•' and Regulations for extending the Commerce between Great
** Britain and his Majefty's Dominions in America, and the Ne-
^' cejfity ofraifmg a Revenue in the faid Dominions for defray-

*' ing the Expences of defending proteding and fecuring the

** fame," the Commons of Great Britain undertook to give and

grant to his Majefty many Rates and Duties, to be paid in

thefe Colonies, To enforce the obfcrvance of this A61, it pre-

fcribes
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fcribes a great Number of fevere Penalties and Forfeitures ; and

in Two Sections makes a remarkable Diftindion between the

Subjeds in Great Britain, and thofe in J?7ierica. By the one,

the Penalties and Forfeitures incurred there, are to be recovered in

any ot the King's Courts of Record at Wefiminfter, or in the Court

of Exchequer in Scotland
-^
and by the other, the Penalties and

Forfeitures incurred here, are to be recovered in any Court of

Record, or in any Court of Admiralty, or Vice Admiralty, at

the Eledion of the Infor^ner or Profecutor.

The Inhabitants of thefe Colonies, confiding in the juftice of

Great-Britain, were fcarcely allowed fufficient time to receive

and confider this KQi, before another, well known by the Name
of the Stamp A61, and paffed in the Fifth Year of this Reign,

engroffed their whole Attention. By this Statute the BritiJJj

Parliament exercifed in the moil explicit Manner a Power of

Taxing us, and extending the Jurifdiftion of Courts of Admi^

ralty and Vice Admiralty in the Colonies, to Matters arifing

within the Body of a County, and direfted the numerous Penalties

and Forfeitures thereby inflicted, to be recovered in the faid Courts,

In the fame Year a Tax was impofed upon us, by an Aft efta-

blifhing feveral new Fees in the Cuiloms. In the next Year

the Stamp Aft; was repealed ; not becaufe it was founded in

an erroneous Principle, but, as the repealing Aft recites, becaufe

** the Continuance thereof would be attended with many incon-

" venlencies, and might be produftive of Confequences greatly

*' detrimental to the Commercial Intereil of Great Britain.^*

In the fame Year, and by a fubfequent Aft it was declared,

*' that his Majefty in Parliament, of right, had power to bind
** the People ofthefe Colonies by Statutes in all Cafes nvhatfoever.

In the fame Year, another Aft was paffed, for impofing Rates

and Duties payable in thefe Colonies, In this Statute the Com-
mons avoiding the Terms of giving and granting " humbly be-

" fought his Majedy that it might be enafted, <bc. But from a

Declaration in the Preamble, that the Rates and Duties were
"" in lieu of" feveral others granted by the Statute firft before

mentioned for raifing a Reve?iice and from fome other Expref^

fions it appears, thai thefe Duties were intended/i^r thfit Piirpofe^

In the next Year, [1767] an Aft was made '* to enable his

*' Majefty to put the Cuftoms and other duties in America under
*' the Management of Commiffioners, e^c" and the King there^-

upon erefted the prefent expenfive Board of Commiinoners, for

the exprefs Purpofe of carrying into Execution the feveral Afts
relating to the Revenue and Trade in America.

After the Repeal of the Stamp Aft, having again refigned our-

felves to our ancient unfufpicious Affeftions for the Parent State,

and anxious to avoid any Controverfy with her, in hopes of a
favourable alteration in Sentiments and Meafures towards us, we

did
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did not prefs our Objections againft the above mentioned Sta-

tutes made fubfeqiient to that Repeal.

Adminiftration, attributing to triiiling Caufes, a Conduft that

really proceeded from generous motives, were encouraged in the

fame Year, [1767] to make a bolder Experiment on the Patience

of A7nerica.

By a Statute commonly called the Glafs, Paper, and Tea Aft,
made Fifteen Months after the Repeal of the Stamp Aft, the

Commons of Great Britain refumed their former Language,
and again undertook to ** give and grant Rates and Duties to
" be paid in thefe Colonies," for the exprefs Purpofe of " raifing
*' a Revenue, to defray the Charges of the Adminiftration of
*' Juftice, the fupport of Civil Government, and defending the
" King's Dominions," on this Continent. The Penalties and
Forfeitures, incurred under this Statute, are to be recovered in

the fame Manner, with thofe mentioned in the foregoing Afts.

To this Statute fo naturally tending to diilurb the Tranquilli-

ty then univerfal throughout the Colonies, Parliament in the fame

Seffion, added another no lefs extraordinary.

Ever lince the making the prefent Peace, a Handing Army has

been kept in thefe Colonies. From Refpeft for the Mother
Country, the Innovation was not only tolerated, but the Provin-

cial Legiflatures generally made Provifion for fupplyingthe Troops.

The AiTembly of the Province of N'ew-Tork, having pafied an

Aft of this kind, but differing in fome Articles, from the Di-
reftions of the Aft of Parliament made in the Fifth Year of

this Reign, the Houfe of Reprei^ntatives in that Colony

was prohibited by a Statute made in the laft Seffion m^ention-

ed, from making any Bill, Order, Refolution, or Vote, except

for adjourning or chufing a Speaker, until Provifion fhould be

made bv the faid AiTembly for furniminjj the Troops v/ithin that

Province, not only with ail fuch Neceifaries as were required by the

Statute which they were charged with difobeying, but alfo with

thofe required by Two other fubfequent Statutes, Vv'hich were

declared to be in Force, until the Twenty-fourth Day of March,

1769,
Thefe iStatutes of the Year 1767, revived the Apprehenlions

and Difcontents, that had entirely fubiided on the Repeal of

the Stamp Act ; and amidft the juft Fears and Jealoufies thereby

occafioned, a Statute was made in the next Year [^1768]] to efla-

bliih Courts of Admiralty and Vice Admiralty on a new Model,

cxprefsly for the End of more effeftually recovering of the Penalties

r.nd Forfeitures inflifted by Afts of Parliament, framed for the

Purpofe C'f raifmg a Revenue in America., &c.

The immediate Tendency of thefe Statutes is, to fubvert the

Ri£7ht of having; a Share in Legiflation, by rendering Affemblies

nfelefs j the Right of Property, by taking the Money of the

Colonill*
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fubftituting in their Place Trials in Admiralty and Vice Admi-
ralty Courts, where fingle Judges prefide, holding their Com-
miffions during Pleafure ; and unduly to influence the Courts of

Common Law, by rendering the Judges thereof totally dependant

on the Crown for their Salaries.

Thefe Statutes, not to mention many others exceedingly ex-

ceptionable, compared one with another, will be found, not only

to form a regular Syllem, in which every Part has great force,

but alfo a pertinacious adherence to that Syftem, for fubjugating

thefe Colonies, that are not, and from local Circumftances, can-

not be reprefented in the Houfe of Commons, to the lincon-

troulable and unlimited Power of Parliament, in violation of

their undoubted Rights and Liberties, in Contempt of their hum-
ble and repeated Supplications.

This Conduct mult appear equally ailonifhing and unjuftiliable*

when it is confidered how unprovoked it has been by any Beha-

viour of thefe Colonies. From their iirft Settlement, their bitter-

eft Enemies never fixed on any ofthem a Charge of Difloyalty to

their Sovereign or Difaffeftion to their Mother-Country. In the

Wars fhe has carried on, they have exerted themfelves whenever

required, in giving her Affiftance ; and have rendered her Services,

which (lie has publickly acknowledged to be extremely important.

Their Fidelity, Duty and Ufefulnefs during the lall War, were

frequently and affedionately confeffed by his late Majefty and the

prefent King.

The Reproaches of thofe, who are moft unfriendly to the Free-

dom of America^ are principally levelled againft the Province of

MaJfachufettS'Bay ; but with what little Reafon, will appear by
the following Declarations of a Perfon, the Truth of whofe Evi^

dence, in their Favour, will not be queftioned.—Governor Bev^

nard thus addreifes the two Houfes of Aflembly—in his Speech

on the 24th of y^/r// 1762,-—'« The Unanimity and Difpatch,

witlj, which you have complied with the Reqiiijitions of his Majefly,

require my particular Acknowledgement. And it gives me addi-

tional Pleafure to obferve, that you have therein a6led under no

other Influence than a due Senfe of your Duty, both as Members
of a general Empire, and as the Body of a particular Province."

In another Speech on the 27th of May, in the fame Year, he

fays,—" Whatever (hall be the Event of the War, it jrmft be no

fmall Satisfaction to us, that this Province hath contributed its

full Share to the Support of it. Rvery Thing that hath been re^

quired of it hath been complied 'with ; and the Execution of the

powers committed to me, for raifing the provincial Troops hath

been as full and complete as the Grant of them.. Never before

were Regiments fo eafily levied, {o well compofed, and fo early in

the Field as they have been this Year : the common people feemed

G t®
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^o be animated with the Spirit of the General Court, and to vie

with them in their Readinefs to ferve the King."

Such was the Conduct of the People of the Majfachufetts-Bay

du'inof the lait War. As to their Behaviour before that Period*

it ought not to have been forgot in Great-Britain^ that not only

on every Occalion they had conflantly and chearfully complied

with the frequent royal Requifitions—but that chiefly by their vi-

gorous Efforts, Nova Scotia vf?L^ fubdued in 17 lo, and houijhourg

in 1745.
Foreign Quarrels being ended, and the Domeftic Difturbances,

that quickly fucceeded on Account of the Stamp -A6t, being

quieted by its Repeal, the Affembly of MaJfachufetts-Bay tranf-

mittedan humble Addrefs ofThanks to the King and divers No-
blemen, and foon after pafled a Bill for granting Compenfation to

the Sufferers in the Diforder occaiioned by that Aft.

Thefe Circumftances and the following Extrafts from Governor

Bernard'^ Letters in 1768, to the Earl oi Shelburney Secretary of

State, clearly (hew, with what grateful Tendernefs they ftrove to

bury in Oblivion the unhappy Occalion of the late Difcords, and

with what refpeftful Deference they endeavoured to efcape other

Subjefts of future Controverfy. " The Houfe, (fays the Gover-

" nor) from the Time of opening the Seflion to this Day, has
<* fhewn a Difpofition to avoid all Difpute with me; every Thing
** having paffed with as much good Humour as I could delire,

" except only their continuing to a6: in addrejfing the King, r*?-

" monjlrating to the Secretary of State, and employing a feparate

** Agent. It is the Importance of this Innovation, without any
** Wilfulnefs of my owff, which induces me to make this Remon-
*« ftrance at a Time when I have a fair Profpefh of having, in all

" other Bujinefs, nothing but good to fay of the Proceedings of

" the Houfe."*
" They have afted in all Things, even in their Remonftrancc,

** luith Temper and Moderatiofi ; they have avoided fome Subjefts

'* of Difpute, and have laid a Foundation for removing fome

*f Caufes of former Altercation."-!-

«« I fhdll make fuch a prudent and proper Ufe of this Letter as,

" I hope, will perfectly reftore the Peace and Tranquillity of
'* this Province, for which Purpofe confiderable Steps have been
" made by the Houfe of Reprefentatives.":]:

The Vindication of the Province of Majfachufctts-Bay con-

tained in thefe Letters, will have greater Force, if it be conlider-

ed, that they were written feveral Months after the frefh Alarm
given to the Colonies by the Statutes paffed in the preceding

Year.

In

* January zi, 1768. \ January 30, 1768. | Febniary z, 176S.
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In this Place it feems proper to take Notice of the Infinuation

of one of thofe Statutes, that the Interference of Parliament was
necelTary to provide for " defraying the Charge of the Admini-
" ftration of Juftice, the fupport of Civil Government, and de-

" fending the King's Dominions in j^merica.

As to the Two firft Articles of Expence, every Colony had

mdde fuch Provifion, as by their refpeftive Affemblies, the bell

Judges on fuch Occafions, was thought expedient, and fuitable

to their feveral Circumftances : refpefting the laft, it is well

known to all men, the leaft acquainted with American Affairs^

that the Colonies were eflablifhed, and generally defended them-
'

felves, without the leaft Affiftance from Great Britain'^ and

that, at the Time of her Taxing them by the Statutes before

mentioned, moft of them were labouring under very heavy Debts
eontrafted in the laft War. So far were they from fparing their

Money, when their Sovereign, conftitutionally, aflced their Aids,

that during the Courfe of that War, Parliament repeatedly made
them Compenfations for the Expences of thofe ftrenuous Efforts,

which, confulting their Zeal rather than their Strength, they had
chearfully incurred.

Severe as the A6i:s of Parliament before mentioned are, yet the

Conduct of Adminlftration hath been equally injurious, and irri-

tating, to this devoted Country.

Under Pretence of governing them, fo many new Inftitutions,

uniformly rigid and dangerous, have been introduced, as could

only be expected from incenfed Mafters, for colletling the Tri-

bute or rather the Plunder of conquered Provinces.

By an Order of the King, the Authority of the Commander
in Chief, and under him, of the Brigadier-Generals, in Time of
Peaces is rendered Supreme in all the Civil Governments in Ame-^

rica; and thus, an uncontroulable Military Power is vefted in

Officers, not known to the Conftitution of thefe Colonies.

A large body of Troops, and a confiderable armament of Ships

ofWar, have been fentto affift in taking their Money without their

Confent.

Expenfive and oppreffive Offices have been multiplied, and

the A6ts of Corruption induftrioufly pra6lifed to divide and de-

ftroy.

The Judges of the Admiralty and Vice Admiralty Courts are

impowered to receive their Salaries and Fees from the Effects to

be condemned by themfelves.

The Commiffioners of the Cuftoms are impowered to break open
and enter Houfes without the Authority of any Civil Magiftratc

fpunded on legal Information.

Judges of Courts of Common Law, have been made entirely

dependant on the Crown, for theii: CommilTions and Salaries.

A Co^ri
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A Court has been eftablifhed at Rhode IJland, for the Purpofc

of takins: Colonifts to Enqla?id to be tried.

Humble and reafonable Petitions from the Reprefentatives of

the People, have been frequently treated with Contempt : and Af-
femblies have been repeatedly and arbitrarily diffolved.

From fome few Inftances, It will fufficiently appear, on what
Pretences of Juilice thofe dlifolutions have been founded.

The tranquillity of the Colonies having been again difturbed,

as has been mentioned, by the Statutes of the Year 1767, the

Earl of Hill/borough, Secretary of State, in a Letter to Gover-

nor Bernard^ dated April 22, 1768, cenfures the " prefumption^*

of the Houfe of Reprefentatives for " refolving upon a Meafure
** of fo inflammatory a Nature, as that cfmjriting to the other Co-

*' lonies, on the Suhjeci of their intended Reprefsntations againjl

<* fome late ABs ofParliament " then declares that " his Majefty
*' confiders this Step as evidently tending to create unwarrant-
** able Combinations to excite an unjuftifiable Oppoiition to the

conilitutional Authority of Parliament :"—and afterwards adds,

^* It Is the Kings Fleafure, that as foon as the General Court
" Is again aflembled, at the Time prefcrlbed by the Charter,
*' you fliould require of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, in his

" Majeily's Name, to refcind the Refolutlon which gave Birth to
*' the circular Letter from the Speaker, and to declare their Dlf-
** approbation of, and dlfTent to that rafli and hafty Proceeding.'*

** If the New Aflembly fhould refufe to comply with his Ma-
** jefty's reafonable Expedtation, It is the King's Pleafure, that

" you fhould immediately difiblve them "

This Letter being laid before the Houfe, and the Refolution

not being refcinded according to Order, the Affembly was dif"

folved. A Letter of a limilar Nature was fent to other Governors

to procure Refolutlons approving the Conduct of the Reprefenta-

tives of Maffachufetfs Bay to be refcinded alfo ; and the Houfes of

Reprefentatives in other Colonies refufing to comply, Affemblles

were diffolved.

Thefe Mandates fpoke a Language, to which the ears of

Englijh Subjects had for feveral Generations been Strangers. The
Nature of Affemblles Implies a Power and Right of Delibera-

tion ; but thefe Commands, profcribing the Exerclfe of Judgment

on the Propriety of the Requifitions made, left to the Affemblles

only the ele£lion between di<5lated Submiflion, and threatened punifh-

ment : A Punifliment too,- founded on no other A6^, than fuck

as Is deemed Innocent even in Slaves—of agreeing in Petitions

for Redrefs of Grievances, that equally affecl all.

The hoilile and unjufllnable Invafion of the Town of Boflon^

foon followed thefe Events in the fame Year; though that Town,
the Province In which it is fituated, and all the Colonies, from

iftbhQrreacc of a Conteft with their Parent State, permitted the

Execution
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Execution even of thofe Statutes, againfb which they fo unani-

moufly were complaining, remonllrating, and fupplicating.

Adminiftration, determined to fubdue a Spirit of Freedom,

which Ejigl'ifp Minifters fhould have rejoiced to cherifli, entered

into a monopolizing Combination with the Eajl hidia Company,

to fend to this Continent vail quantities of Tea, an Article, on

which a Duty was laid by a Statute, that, in a particular Man-
ner, attacked the Liberties of America, and which therefore the

Inhabitants of thefe Colonies had refolved not to import. The
Cargo fent to South Carolina was ftored, and not allowed to be

fold. Thofe fent to Philadelphia and Ne-iv-Torky were not per-

mitted to be landed. That fent to Bojion was deftroyed, be-

caufe Governor Hutchinfon, would not fuffer it, to be returned.

On the Intelligence of thefe Tranfa6lions arriving in Great

Britain, the public fpirited Town lail mentioned, was fmgled

out for Deftru£lion, and it was determined the Province it be-

longs to, fliould partake of its fate. In the laft Seffion of Par-

liament therefore were paffed the A6ls for (hutting up the Port of

Bojion, indemnifying the Murderers of the Inhabitants of Majja-

chufetts-Bay, and changing their Chartered Conftitution of Go-
vernment. To enforce thefe A6ls, that Province is again invad-

ed by a Fleet and Army.
To mention thefe outrageous Proceedings, is fufficient to ex-

plain them. For though it is pretended, that the Province of

Majfachufetts-Bay has been particularly difrefpeftful to Great-

Britain, yet in truth the Behaviour of the People, in other

Colonies, has been an equal " Oppofition to the Power affuraed

<* by Parliament." No ftep however has been taken againtl any

of the reft. This artful Condu6l conceals feveral Deiigns. It

is expefted that the Province of Majfachufetts- Bay wili be irri-

tated into fome violent A6lion, that may difpleafe the reil of the

Continent, or that may induce the People of Great- Britain to

approve the meditated Vengeance of an imprudent and exafperat-

ed Miniftry. If the unexampled pacific Temper of that Province

fliall difappoint this part of the Plan, it is hoped the other Co-
lonies will be fo far intimidated as to defeit their Brethren, fuf-

fering in a common Caufe, and that thus difunited, all may be

fubdued.

To promote thefe Defigns, another Meafure has been purfued.

In the Seffion of Parliament laft mentioned, an A£l was pafied for

changing the Government of ^lebec, by which ASt the Roman
Catholic Religion, inftead of being tolerated, as ftipulated by
the Treaty of Peace, is eftabliihed ; and the People there are de-

prived of a Right to an Affembly, Trials by Jury, and the EiigUfJ?

Laws in Civil Cafes are abolifhed, and inftead thereof, the French

Laws are eftablifhed, in direct violation of his Majefty's Promifc'

\y his Royal Proclamation, under the Faith of which TSidMj Englify

Subjeds



jf4 JouRN4Ls OF Congress.

Sabje^^s fettled in that Province and the Limits of that Pr6-

vince are extended fo as to comprehend thofe vail Regions, that

lie adjoining to the Northerly and Weflerly Boundaries of thefe

Colonies.

The Authors of this arbitrary Arrangement flatter themfelves,

tbat the Inhabitants, deprived of Liberty, and artfully provoked
ag^ainit thofe of another Religion, will be proper Inllruments for

alufting in the opprelTion of fuch, as differ from them in Modes of

Government and Faith.

From the Detail of Fa6i:s herein before recited, as well as

from authentic Intelligence received, it is clear beyond a doubt,

that a Refolution is formed and now carrying into Execution, to.

extingulih the Freedom of thefe Colonies, by fubje6ting them to a

defpotic Government.

At this unhappy Period, we have been authorized and direfted

to meet and confult together for the Welfare of our common
C&i*ntry, We accepted the important Truft with Diffidence,

but have endeavoured to difcharge it with Integrity. Though
the State of thefe Colonies would certainly juftify other Meafures

than we have advifed, yet weighty Reafons determined us to pre-

fer thofe which we have adopted. In the firft Place, it appeared

to us a Conduct becoming the Charafter, thefe Colonies have ever

fuilained, to perform, even in the midil of the unnatural Diilrefies

and imminent Dangers that furround them, every aft of Loyalty,

Slid therefore, we were induced once more to offer to his Majefty,

the Petitions of bis faithful and opprefTed Subjefts in A??ierica,.

Secondly, regarding with the tender affeftion, which we knew

to be fo unlverfal among our Countrymen, the People of the

Kincrdom, from which we derive our Origin, v/e could not for-

bear to regulate our Steps by an expeftation of receiving full Con-

^i£lion, that the Colonifls are equally dear to them. Between

thefe Provinces and that Body fubfifls the Social Band, which we

ardently wifh may never be diffolved, and which cannot be dif-

folved, until 'their Minds fhall becom.e indifputably hoftile, or

their inattention Ihall permit thofe who. are thus hoilile to perfift

in profecuting with the Powers of the Realm, the Deftru6live

Meafures already operating againft the Colonifls, and in either

cafe, fhall reduce the latter to fuch a Situation, that they Ihall

be compelled to renounce every Regard, but that of Self-prefer-

vation. Notwithflanding the violence with which Affairs have

been impelled, they have not yet reached that fatal Point. We
do not incline to accelerate their Motion, already alarmingly ra-

pid ; we have chofen a Method of oppofition, that does not pre-

clude a hearty Reconciliation with our Fellow-Citizens, on the

other fide of the Atlantic. Wc deeply deplore the urgent Ne-

ceffity, that prefTes us to an immediate interruption of Commerce,

that may prove injurious to them. We truft they will acquit us

of
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fef arty unkind Intentions towards them, by refleding, that we

are driven by the Hands of Violence, into unexperienced and

unexpeded public Convulfions, and that we are contending for

Freedom, fo often contended for by our Anceftors.

The People of England will foon have an Opportunity of de-

claring their Sentiments concerning our Caufe. In their Pietyj,

Generoiity, and good Senfe, we repofe high Confidence ; and

cannot, upon a Review of pafl Events, be perfuaded, that they^,

the Defenders of true Religion, and the Aiferters of the Rights of

Mankind, will take part againft their affedionate Proteftant Bre-

thren in the Colonies, in favour of our open and their own fecret

Enemies, whofe Intrigues, for fevcral Years paft, have been wholly

€xercifed in fapping the Foundations of Civil and Religious Li-

berty.

Another Reafon, that engaged us to prefer the Commerclsl

Mode of Oppofition, arofe from an affurance, that the Mode will

prove efficacious, if it be perfilled in with Fidelity and Virtue 3

and that your Conduft will be influenced by thefe laudable Prin-

ciples, cannot be queftioned. Your own Salvation, and that of

your Poilerity, now depends upon yourfelves. You have already

fhewn that you entertain a proper Senfe of the Blefilngs you are

ftriving to retain, i^gainfh the temporary Inconveniencies yoii

may fufier from a Stoppage of Trade, you will weigh in the op-

pofite Balance, the endlefs Miferies you and your Defcendants

mull endure, from an eftablifhed arbitrary Power. You will nof:

forget the Honour of your Country that muil, from your Beha-

viour, take its Title in the Eftimation of the World, to QAorj.^

iDr to Shame; and you v/ill, with the deepeft Attention, refle(?ii

that if the peaceable Mode of Oppofition recommended by us

be broken and rendered ineife^lual, as your cruel and haughty

Minifterial Enemies, from a contemptuous Opinion of your Firm-'

tiefs, infolently predial will be the Cafe, you miiil inevitably be

reduced to chufe, either a more dangerous Contelt, or a finalj

ruinous, and infamous fubmiflion.

Motives thus cogent, arifing from the emergency of your un-

happy Condition, muft excite yourutmoft Diligence and Zeal, t@

give all poffible Strength and Energy to the pacific MeafureS

calculated for your Relief: But we think ourfelves bound in Du-
ty to obferve to you, that the Schemes agitated againft: thefe

Colonies, have been fo conducted, as to render it prudent, that

you fhould extend your Views to mournful Events, and be in all

Refpefts prepared for every Contingency. Above all Things,

we earneftly intreat you, with Devotion of Spirit, penitence of

Heart, and amendment of Life., to humble yourfelves and im-

plore the Favour of Almighty God: and we fervently befecck

his Divine Goodnefsj to take you into his gracious Protection.

Resolveo,
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Resolved, That an Addrefs be prepared to the People o£
^lebec, and Letters to the Colonies of St. Johfi's, Nova Scotia,

Georgiay Eaft and Weft Floriday who have not Deputies to repre-

fent them in this Congrefs.

—

Ordered, That Mr. Cujlolng, Mr. Lee, and Mr. Dickinfon, be

a Committee, to prepare the above Addrefs and Letters.

The Addrefs to the King being brought in, was read, and after

fome Debate,

Ordered, That the fame be re-committed, and that Mr. J.
Dickinfon, be added to the Committee.

Upon Motion,

Resolved, That the feizing, or attempting to feize any Fer-

fon in Amsrica, in order to tranfport fuch Perfon beyond the

Sea, for Trial of Offences committed within the Body of a Coun-
ty in America.^ being againil Law, w^ill juflify, and ought to meet

with RefiRance and Reprifal.

Saturday, OSioher 22, 1774.

The Hon, Peyfo?z Randolph^ Efq; being unable to attend, on

account of Indifpofition, the Hon. Henry Middleton, Efq; was

chofen to fupply his Place as Prefident.

An Addrefs from Chrifiopher Tully was read, and ordered to lie

on the Table.

Ordered, That the Journal of the Proceedings of the Con*

irrcfs as corrected, be fent to the Prefs, r:nd printed under the

Dire6lion of Mr. Biddie, yir. Dicki?ifo7iy and the Secretary.

Resolved, As the Opinion of this Congrefs, that it will be

neceifary, that another Congrefs (hould be held on the Tenth
Day of May next, unlefs the Redrefs of Grievances, which we
have delired, be obtained before that Time.—And we recommend
that the fame be held at t^^e City of Philadelphia^ and that all the

Colonies in North A'merica chufe Deputies, as foon as poflible,

to attend fuch Congrefs.

The Committee appointed to prepare a Letter to the Colonies

of St. John'sy &c. reported a Draught, which was read, and be-

ing amended, the fame was approved, and is as follows

.

Philadelphia, October 22, 1774*
" Gentlemen,

" THE prefent critical and truly alarming State ^American
afairs, having been confidered in a General Congrefs of Deputies

frojn the Colonies of New-Hampfhire, MafTachufetts-Bay, Rhode
Idand ^W Providence Plantations, Connefticut, New-York, New-
Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Newcaftle Kent and Suffex on Delaware,

Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, and South-Carolina, <nvith

that Attention and mature Deliberation, 'vjhich the important Na-
tare



October, 1774* 57

ture of the Caje demands ^ they have determined., for themfelves and
the Colonies they reprefenty an the Meafures contained in the enclofed

Papers ; ^d)hicb Meafures they recommend to your Colony to he a^

dopted 'with all the Earnefnefs, that a ivell-dire^led zealfor Ame-
rican Liberty can prompt,

" So rapidly violent and tinjufi has been the late CondvM of the

BritiHi Adminifiration againft the Colonies, that either a bafe and
favifj Submijfion, under the Lofs of their ancient, juft, and conflitU"

tional Liberty, 7Jiifi quicklv take Place, or an adequate Oppo/ition be

formed.
" We pray God to take you under his Prote^ion, and to preferve

the Freedom and Happi?iefs of the 'Voholc BritiHi Empire.

By Order of the Congrefs.

HENRY M1D.DLET0N, Prefdentf

MoNDAYj OMer i^y, f774'

The Addi'efs to the People of ^lebec, being brought in, was
read, and after fome Debate, was re-committed.

The Committee, to whom the Addrefs to the King was re-

committed, reported a Draught, which was read, and ordered

to be taken into Confideration to-morrow.

Tuesday, Odober 25^ 2774.

The Congrefs refumed the Confideration of the Addrefti to his

Majefty, and the fame being debated by Paragraphs, was, after

fome amendments, approved and ordered to be engroffed.

Resolved, That the Addrefs to the King, be enclofed in a

Letter to the feveral Colony Agents, in order that the fame may
be by them prefented to his Majefty ; and that the Agents be

requefted to call in the Aid of fuch Noblemen and Gentlemen as

are efieemed firm Friends to American JJibQTtY.

Ordered, That Mr. Lee, and Mr. Jay, prepare a Letter to

the Agents.

Resolved, That this Congrefs in their own Names, and in

Behalf of all thofe whom they reprefent, do prefent their moll

grateful Acknowledgements to thofe truly noble, honourable, and
patriotic Advocates of Civil and Religious Liberty, who have fo

s^eneroufly and powerfully, though unfuccefsfully, efpoufed, and
defended the Caufe of America, both in and out of Parliament.

Wednesday, OSiober 26, 1774.

The Letter to the Agents being brought in by the Committee;

was read and approved as follows :

—

H Philadelphia;
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Philadelphia, Ocloher 26, 1774^
" Gentlemen,

•' We give you the Jlrongejl Proof of our Reliance 07i your Xeal

and Attachment to the Happinefs <?/"America, and the Caufe of Li-

berty, ivhen nve co7?imit the enclofed Paper to your care,

" We defireyou 'will deliver the Petition into the Hands of his

Majejiy, a?id after it has been prefented, <we nvifh it may be made

public through the Prefs, together nvith the Lif of Grievances. And
as ^Lve hopefor great Afiflance fro7u the Spirit, Virtue, and Juftice

ofthe Nation, it is our earnefl Dejire, that the mqft effe6lual Care

he taken, as early as poffible-, to furnif? the trading Cities, and Ma-
nufaduring Tonvns throughout the U?2ited Kingdoin, mjith our Me-
morial to the People of Great Britain.

" We doubt not but your good Senfe and Difcernment 'will lead

you to availyourfelves of every Ajfiftance, that may be derivedfrom
the Advice and Friendfnp of all great and good IVLen, 'who may in-

cline to aid the Caufe ofLiberty and Maitkind,

" The Gratitude <?/"America, exprejfed in the enclofed Vote of

Thanks, 'we defire may he conveyed to the deferving Ohje£ls of it, in

the Manner you think 'will be moji acceptable to them.

" It is propofed, that another Congrefs be held on the Tenth of

May next, at this place, but in the mean Time, me beg the Favour

{fyou, Gentlemen, to tranfvAt to the Speakers of the feveral Ajfem-

hlies, the earliefi Information of the moft authentic Accounts you

can collect, of all fiich Condu6i and Dejigns of Minijlry or Par-

liament, as it may concern America to kmnx).

We are 'with unfeigned Efeem and Regard,

Gentlemen, &c.

By Order and in Behalfofthe Coji^refs.

HENRY M I "D D L E T"o N, PrefidentJ'

To Paul V/entworth, Efq;

Dodr. Benj. Franklin,

"William Bollen, Efq;

Do6lr. i\.rthur Lee,

Thomas Life, Efq;

Edmund Burke, Efq;

Charles Garth, Efq;

The Committee, to whom the Addrefs to the Inhabitants of

Qitebec was re-committed ; reported a Draught, which was read,

and being debated by Paragraphs and amended, was approved,

and is as follows:

To the INHABITANTS of the Province e/'QJJEBEC.
^' Friends and Fello'w-Subje&s,

" W E, the D E L E G A T E S of the Colonies of Nerw-

Jiampfhire, Majfachufetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifa?id and Providence Plan-

ta tions
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icitio?iSy Conneeiiatti Nenv-Torky Nenv-Jerfey^ Pennjyhajiia, the

Counties of Nenvcajile Kent and SuJ'ex on Delaivare, Maryland^

Virginia, North CaroUiza, and South-Carolina, deputed by the In-

habitants of the faid Colonies, to reprefent them In a General Con-

grefs at Fhiladelphia, in the Province of Pennfyhama, to confult

together, concerning the bell Methods to obtain Redrefs of our

alfli6line Grievances: havintr accordino;ly affembled, and taken in-

to our moft ferious Confideration, the ftate of pubhc Arrairs on

this Continent, have thought proper to addrefs your Province,

as a Member therein deeply Interelled.

When the fortune of War, after a gallant and glorious Re-

fiilance, had Incorporated you with the Body of Englijlo Subjefts,

we rejoiced in the truly valuable Addition, both on our awn and

your Account ; expefting, as Courage and Geuerofity are natu-

rally united, our brave Enemies v^ould become our hearty Friends,

and that the Divine Being would blefs to you the Difpenfatlons

of his over-ruling Providence, by fecuring to you and your latell

Pofterity, the ineftimable Advantages of a free EngUJh Conilitu-

tion of Government, which it is the Privilege of all Englifo Sub-

je6ls to enjoy.

Thefe hopes were confirmed by the King's Proclamation, If-

fued In the Year 1763, plighting the public Faith for your full

enjoyment of thofe Advantages.

Little did we imagine that any fucceeding MiniHers would fo

audacloufly and cruelly abufe the Royal Authority, as to with-

hoM from you the fruition of the irrevocable Rights, to which

you were thus juftly entitled.

But fmce we, have lived to fee the unexpe6led Time, when
Minifters of this flagitious Temper, have dared to violate the moll

facred Compacls and Obligations, and as you, educated under ano-

ther form of Government, have artfully been kept from dlfcover-

ing the unfpeakable worth of that Form, you are now, undoubt-

edly entitled to, we elleem it our Duty, for the weighty Reafons

herein-after mentioned, to explain to you fome of its moil import-

ant Branches.
" In every human Society," fays the celebrated Marquis Becr

caria, " there Is an Effort continually tendlno- to confer on one

part the heighth of Power and Happinefs, and to reduce the other

to the extreme of Weaknefs and Mifery. The Intent of good
Laws Is to oppofe this Effort, and to diffufe their Influence unl-

verfally and equally."

P».ulers llimulated by this pernicious " Effort," and Subjects,

animated by the jufi: " Intent of oppolmg good Laws againJl it,'*

have occafioned that vail variety of Events, that fill the Flifto-

rles of To many Nations. All thefe Hillorles demonftrate the

Truth of this fimple Pofition, that to live by the Will of one
]^ar}, or fet of Men, Is the production of Mifery to all Men,
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On the folid Foundation of this Principle, EngliJJmien reared

up the Fabrick of their Conftitution with fuch a Strength, as

for Ages to def)'- Time, Tyranny, Treachery, internal and fo-

reign Wars : And, as anilluftrious Author ^' of your Nation, here-

after mentioned, obferves,—" They gave the People of their Co-

lonies, the form of their own Government, and this Government

carrying Profperity along with it, they have grown great Na-

tions in the Forefls they were fent to inhabit."

In this form, the firft grand Right is that of the People

having a Share in their own Government by their Reprefentatives

chofe by themfelves, and in confequence, of being ruled by Laws,
which they themfelves approve, not by Edifts of Men, over whom
they have no Controul. This is a Bulwark furrounding and defend-

ing their Property, which by their honeit Cares and Labours they

have acquired, fo that no Portions of it can legally be taken from

them, but with their pwn full and free Confent, when they in

their Judgment deem it juft and neceffary to give them for public

Services, and precifely direft the eafieii, cheapeil, and moft equal

Methods, in which they (hall be collected.

The influence of this Right extends flill farther. If Money,
is wanted by P.ulers, who have in any Manner oppreffed the Peo-

ple, they may retain it, until their Grievances are redreffed ; and
thus peaceably procure Relief, without trufling to defpifed Peti-

tions, or difcurbing the public Tranquillity.

The next great Right is that of Trial by Jury. This provides,

that neither Life, Liberty, nor Property, can be taken from the

PoiTciTor, until twelve of his unexceptionable Countrymeti and.

Peers, of his Vicinage, who from that neighbourhood, may rea-

fonably be fuppofed to be acquainted with his Character, and the

Characters of the WitneiTes, upon a fair Trial, and full enquiry

Face to Face, in open Court, before as many of the People, as

chufe to attend, fnall pafs their Sentence upon Oath againft him ; a

Sentence that cannot injure him, without injuring their own Repu-
tation, and probably their Intereft alfo ; as the Qaeftion may turn

on Points, that, in feme Degree, concern the General Welfare;

and if it does not, their Verdicl may form a Precedent, that, on
a fimilar Trial of their own, may militate againll themfelves.

Another Right relates merely to the Liberty of the Perfon.

If a Subject is feized and imprifoned, though by Order of Govern-
ment, he may, by virtue of this Right, immediately obtain a

Writ, termed a Habeas Corpus^ from a Judge, whpfe fworn

Duty it is to grant it, and thereupon procure any illegal Re-
flraint to be quickly enquired into, and redreffed.

A fourth Right, is that of holding Lands by the Tenure of
^afy Rents, and not by rigorous and oppreffive Services, fre-r

^uently forcing the Poifeirors from their Families and their Bufi-

nefs^.

* MoittefiuieUy
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nefs, to perform what ought to be done, in all well regulated

States, by Men hired for the Purpofe.

The laft Right we (hall mention regards the Freedom of the

Prefs. The importance of this confifts, befides the Advancement

of Truth, Science, Morality, and Arts in general, in its difFufion

of liberal Sentiments on the Adminlftration of Government, its'

ready communication of Thoughts between Subjedls, and its

confequential promotion of Union among them, whereby oppref-

live Officers are fnamed or intimidated, into more honourable and

juft Modes of conduftln^ Affairs.

Thefe are the invaluable Rights, that form a confiderable Part

of our mild Syftem of Government ; that, fending its equitable

Energy through all Ranks and ClaiTes of Men, defends the Poor

from the Rich, the Weak from the Powerful, the Induftrious from

the Rapacious, the Peaceable from the Violent, the Tenants

from the Lords, and all from their Superiors.

Thefe are the Rights, without which a People cannot be free

and happy, and under the prote6ling and encouraging influence

of which, thefe Colonies have hitherto fo amazingly flourlfned

and Increafed. Thefe are the Rights, a profligate Minlftry are

now ftrivlng, by force of Arms, to ravlfh from us, and which
we are, with one Mind, refolved never to relign, but with our

Lives.

Thefe are the Rights, you are entitled to, and ought at this

Moment in perfeftlon to exerclfe. And what is offered to you
by the late A6: of Parliament in their Place? Liberty of

Confcience in your Religion ? No. God gave it to you ; and
and the Temporal Powers with which you have been and are

connected, firmly flipulated for your enjoyment of it. If Laws,
divine, and human, could fecure it agalnft the defpotic Caprices of

wicked Men, it was fecured before. Are the French' Laws in

Civil Cafes reftored? It feerns fo. But obferve the cautious Kind-
nefs of the MInlfters, who pretend to be your Benefa6lors. The
Words of the Statute are—that thofe " Laws fliall be the Rule,
" until they fliall be varied or altered by any Ordinances of the
*' Governor and Council." Is the " Certainty and Lenity of the
** Criminal Law of England and its Benefits and Advantages,"

commended in the faid Statute, and faid to *' have been fenfibly felt

" by you," fecured to you and your Defcendants? No. They
too are fubjecled to arbitrary " Alterations'''' by the Governor
and Council; and a Power is exprefsly referved of appointing
*' fuch Courts of Criminal^ Civil, and Ecclefiaftical Jurifdiftion,

as fhall be thought proper." Such is the precarious Tenure of
mere Will, by which you hold your Lives and Religion. The
Crown and its Minlilers, are impowered as far as they could be
by Parliament, to eflabllfli even the Inquliitlon Itfelf among you.

Have you an Affembly compofed of worthy Men, eleded by
yourfclvesj



6z Journals of Congress.

yourfelves, and in whom you can confide, to make Laws for you,

to watch over your V\^e]fare, and to direct in what Quantity^ and

in what Manner, your Money fliall be taken from you ? No. The
Power of making Laws for you is lodged in the Governor and,

Council, all of them dependant upon, and removeable at the plea-,

fare of a Minifter. Befides, another late Statute, made without

your Confent, has fubje6led you to the Impofitions of Excife ;.

the Horror of all free States ; thus wrefting your property from

you by the moft odious of Taxes, and laying open to infolent

Tax-gatherers, Houfes, the Scenes of domeftic Peace and Com-
fort, and called the Caftles of E?2gliJJ? Subjefts in the Books of

their Law. And in the very Aft for altering your Government,

and intended to flatter you, you are not authorifed to " aflefs, le-

vy or apply any Rates and Taxesy but for the inferior purpofes of

making Roads, and erefliing and repairing public Buildings , cr for

other local Conveniences, within your refpeftive Towns and Dif-..

trials." Why this degrading DiilinCtion ? Ought not the pro-

perty honeftly acquired by Canadians to be held as facred as that

of Englijlojnen ? Have not Canadians Senfe enough to attend to

any other public A^ffairs, than gathering Stones from one place

and piling them up in another ? Unhappy people ! who are nor

only injured, but infulted. Nay more !—With fuch a fuperlativc

Contempt of your Underllanding and Spirit has an infolent Minif-

try prefumed to think of you, our refpeftable Fellow-Subjedls,

according to the Information we have received, as firmly to per-

fuade themfelves that your Gratitude, for the Injuries and Infults

they have recently offered to you, will engage you to take up.

Arms, and render yourfelves the Fadicule and Deteftation of the

World, by becoming Tools, in their Hands, to affill them in

taking that Freedom from us, which they have treacheroufly de-

nied to you % the unavoidable Confequence of which Attempt, if

fuccefsful, v/ould be the Extin6lion of all Hopes of you or your

Pofterity being ever reftored to Freedom : For Idiocy itfelf can-

not believe, that, when their Drudgery is performed, they will

treat you with lefs Cruelty than they have us, who are of the

fame Blood with themfelves.

What would your Countryman, the immortal Montefqieu, have

faid to fuch a Plan of Domination, as has been framed for you ?

Hear his Words, with an Intenfenefs of Thought fuited to the

Importance of the Subjed.—" In a free State, every Man, who
is fuppofed a free Agent, ought to be concerned in his oivn Govern^

onent : Therefore the Legijlative (hould refide in the whole Body
of the People, or their Reprefentativcs'],—" The political Liberty

of the Subjeft is a Tranquillity of Mind, arifing from the Opinion

each Perfon has of his Safety. In Order to have this Liberty, it

is requifite the Government be fo conftltuted, as that one Man
][jeed not be afraid of another. When the Pow;er of 7naking Laws

and
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and the power o^ executing them, are united in the fame perfon,

or in the fame Body of Magiilrates, ther.e can be 120 Liberty ; be-

caufe Apprehenfions may arife, left the fame Monarch or Senate

fhould ena^ tyrannical Laws, to execute them in a tyrannical

Manner."
" The power of jtidgi?ig fhould be exercifed by perfons taken

from the Body of the People, at certain Times of the Year, and

purfuant to a Form and Manner prefcribed by Law. There is no

Liberty, if the power oijudgijig be noX feparated from the legijla-

the and executive Powers."
" Military Men belong to a profeffion, which may he iifeful,

but // (7/?d';2 dan onerous."—** The Enjoyment of Liberty, and even

its Support and Prefervation, confifts in every Man's being allowed

to fpeak his Thoughts, and lay open his Sentiments.

Apply thefedecifive Maxims, fanftiiied by the Authority of a

Name which all Europe reveres, to your own State. You have a

Governor, it m.ay be urged, veiled with the executive pov/ers, or

the powers oi Adminijlration'. In him, and in your Council, is

lodged the power of making Lanvs. You have Judges, who are to

decide every Caufe afteiling your Lives, Liberty or Property.

Here is, indeed, an Appearance of the feveral powers being fepa-

rated and dijlributed into different Hands, for Checks one upon
another ; the only efFedlual Mode ever invented by the Wit of

Men, to promote their Freedom and Profperity. But fcorning to

be illuded by a tinfeled Outfide, and exerting the natural Sagaci-

ty of Frenchmen, examijie the fpecious Device, and you will find it,

to ufe an Expreffion of Holy Writ, " a whited Sepulchre," for

burying your Lives, Liberty, and Property.

Your Judges, and your Legijlative Council, as it is called, are

dependant on your Governor, and he is dependant on the Servant of

the Crov/n in Great-Britain. The legijlative, executive, and judg-

ing powers are all moved by the Nods of a Minifcer. Privileges

and Immunities laft no longer than his Smiles. When he frov/ns,

their feeble Forms difTolve. Such a treacherous Ingenuity has

been exerted in drawing up the Code lately offered you, that every

Sentence, beginning with a benevolent Pretenfion, concludes with

a deftru6live Power; and the Subflance of the Whole, divefted of

its fmooth Words, is—that the Crown and its Miniiters fhall be

as abfolute throughout your extended Province, as the Defpots of

Afia or Africa. What can protect your Property from taxing E^
diets, and the Rapacity of neceilitous and cruel Mailers ? your
Perfons. from Letters de Catchet, Goals, Dungeons, and oppref-

five Services ? your Lives and general Liberty from arbitrary and
unfeeling Rulers ? We defy you, cafling your View upon every

Side, to difcover a fmgle Circumflance, promiling from any
Qu^arter the faintefl Hope of Liberty to you or your Pollerity,

but from an entire Adoption into the Union of thefe Colonies.

What
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What Advice would the truly great Man before mentioned,

that Advocate of Freedom and Humanity, give you, was he now
living, and knew that we^ your numerous and powerful Neigh-
bours, animated by a juft Love of our invaded Rights, and unit-

ed by the indiffoluble Bands of Affefhion and Intcrefl, called upon
you, by every Obligation of Regard for yourfelves and your

Children, as we now do, to join us in our righteous Conteft, to

make common Caufe with us therein, and take a noble Chance
for emerging from a humiliating Subjedlion under Governors, In-

tendants, and Military Tyrants, into the firm Rank and Condi-
tion of EngUJh Freemen, whofe Cuftom it is, derived from their

Anceilors, to make thofe tremble, who dare to think of making
them miferable ?

Would liot this be the Purport of his Addrefs ? " Seize the

Opportunity prefented to you by Providence itfelf. You have

been conquered into liberty, ifyou aft as you ought* This work
is not of Man. You are a fmall People, compared to thofe who
with open Arms invite you into a Fellowfhip. A Moment's Re-
flection fliould convince you which will be molt for your Intereft

and Happinefs, to have all the Reft of North-America your unal-

terable Friends, or your inveterate Enemies. The Injuries of

Bojlon have roufed and affociated every Colony, from Nova-Scotia

to Georgia. Your Province is the only Link wanting to compleat

the bright and ilrong Chain of Union. Nature has joined your

Country to theirs. Do you join your political Tnterefts. For

their own Sakes, they never will defert or betray you. Be affured,

that the Happinefs of a People inevitably depends on their Liber-

ty, and their Spirit to aiTert it. The Value and Extent of the

Advantages tendered to you are immenfe. Heaven grant you
may not difcover them to be Bleiiings after they have bid you an

eternal Adieu."

We are too well acquainted with the Liberality of Sentiment

diilinguifhing your Nation, to imagine, that Difference of Reli-

gion will prejudice you againft a hearty Amity with us. You
know, that the tranfcendant Nature of Freedom elevates thofe

who unite in her Caufe, above all fuch low minded Infirmities.

The S^ifs Cantons furnifh a memorable Proof of this Truth.

Their Union is compofed of Roman Catholic and Proteftant

States, living in the utmofl Concord and Peace with one another,

and thereby enabled, ever fince they bravely vindicated their Free-

dom, to defy and defeat every Tyrant that has invaded them.

Should there be any among you, as there generally are in all

Societies, who prefer the Favours of Minifters, and their own pri-

vate Tnterefts, to the Welfare of their Country, the Temper of

fuch felfidi Perfons will render them Incredibly afllve in oppofing

all pubilc-fpirited Meafures, from an Expectation of being well

rewarded for their fordid Induflry, by their Superiors ; but we
doubt



October i774» ^S

4pubt not you will be upon your Guard agaiiiit fuch Men, and

not facrifice the Liberty and Happinefs of the whole Canadian

People and their Poilerity, to gratify the Avarice and Ambition

of Individuals.

We do not ailc you, by this Addrefs, to commence Adis of

Hollility againft the Government of our common Sovereign. We
only invite you to confult your own Glory and Welfare, and not

to fufFer yourfelves to be inveigled or intimidated by infamous

Minifters, fo far, as to become the Inftruments of their Cruelty

and Defpotifm ; but to Unite vvith us in one focial Compaft, form-

ed on the generous Principles of equal Liberty, and cemented

by fuch an Exchiange of beneficial and endearing Offices as to ren-

der it perpetual. In Otder to complete this highly defirable

Union, we fubmit it to your Confideration, whether it may not

be expedient for you to meet together in your feverai Towns and

Diftridls, and ele£l Deputies, who afterwards meeting in a Pro-

vincial Congrefs, may chufe Delegates, to reprefent your Pro-

vince in the Continental Congrefs to be held at Philadelphia on the

tenth Day of May, 1775.

In this prefent Congrefs, beginning on the ffth cf the laft

Month, and continued to this Day, it has been, with univerfal

Pleafure and an unanimous Vote, refolved. That wo. fhould confi-

der the Violation of your Rights, by the Aft for altering the Go-
vernment of your Province, as a Violation of our own, and that

you fhould be invited to accede to our Confederation, which has

no other Objects than the perfect Security of the natural and civil

Rights of all the conilituent Members, according to their refpec-

tive Circumftances, and the Prefervation of a happy and lading

Connexion with Great-Britain, on the falutary and conftitutional

Principles herein before mentioned. For effefting thefe Purpofes,

we have addrefTed an humble and loyal Petition to his Majefty,

praying Relief of our and your Grievances ; and have aflbciated to

flop all Importations from Great-Britain and Ireland, after the

frji Day of December, and all Exportations to thofe Kingdoms
and the Weji-Indies after the tenth Day of next September ; unlefs

the faid Grievances are redrefled.

That Almighty God may incline your Minds to approve our

equitable and neceifary Meafures, to add yourfelves to us, to put

your Fate, whenever you fufPer Injuries which you are determined

to oppofe, not on the fmall Influence of your fmgle Province,

but on the confolidated Powers of North- America; and may grant

to our joint Exertions an Event as happy as our Caufe is juft, is

the fervent Prayer of us, your fmcere and affedlionate Friends and
FeIlo\v-Subje6ls.

By Order of the Congrefs,

Henry Middle ton, Prefident.

I Resolved,
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RESOLVED, That the Addrefs of the Congrefs to the People

of ^lebec be ligned by the Prefident, and that the Delegates of

the province of Pennjylvania fuperintend the Tranflatin^, Prin-

thig, Publifhing, and Difperiing it : And it is recommended by
the Congrefs to the Delegates of Ne'w-Hampjhire^ Majfachufetts-

Bay^ and Ne^-Yorky to affiH in and forward the Difperfion of the

faid Addrefs.

Two Copies of the Addrefs to the King being engroffed and

compared were figned at the Table by all the Members.
Resolved, That the Thanks of this Congrefs be given to the

Honourable Houfe of Reprefentatives of the Colony oiPennfylva-

7iia, for their politenefs to this Congrefs ; and that the Delegates

for this Colony be a Committee to communicate this Refolution tc

the faid Honourable Houfe,

Jl true Copy,

Charles Thomson, Secretary,

The Congrefs then diffolved itfelf.

^ L E TT E Ryr<9;« General GAGE,
To Peyton Randolph, Efq;

Sir, • Bofton, 06ioher 20, 1774.

REPRESENTATIONS fhould be made with Candour, and
Matters ftated exactly as they ftand. People would be led to be-
lieve, from your Letter to me of the loth Inftant, that Works
were raifed againll the Town oi Bofton, private Property invaded,
the Soldiers fufFered to infult the Inhabitants, and the Communi-
cation between the Town and Country fhut up, and molefted.

Nothing can be farther from the true Situation of this Place
than the above State. There is not a fingle Gun pointed againil

the Town, no Man's Property has been feized or hurt, except the
King's, by the People's deftroying Straw, Bricks, ^c. bought
for his Service. No Troops have given lefs Caufe for Complaint,
and greater Care was never taken to prevent it ; and fuch Care and
Attention was never more neceffary from the Infults and Provoca-
tions daily given to both Officers and Soldiers, The Communica-
tion between the Town and Country has been always free and un«'

molefted, and is fo fliil.

Two Works of Earth have been raifed at fome Diftance from
the Town, wide oifthe Road, and Guns put in them. The Re-
mainder of old Works, going out of the Town, have been

ilrengthened, and Guns placed there likewife. People will think

differently, whether the hoftile preparation throughout the Coun-
try, and the Menaces of Blood and Slaughter, made this neceffa-

ry ; but I am to do my Duty.
It
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It gives mc pleafure that you are endeavouring at a cordial Re-

«onciliation with the Mother Country, which, from what has

tranfpired, Ihave defpaired of. Nobody wifhes better Succefs to

fuch Meafures than myfel£ I have endeavoured to be a Mediator,

if I could eftablifh a Foundation to work upon, and have ftrongly

urged it to People here to pay for the Tea, and fend a proper

Memorial to the King, which would be a good Beginning on

their Side, and give their Friends the Opportunity they feek to

move in their Support.

I do not believe that Menaces, and unfriendly Proceedings,

will have the EfteCl which too many conceive. The Spirit of the

Britijh Nation was hip-h when I left England^ and fuch Meafures

will not abate it. But I fhould hope that Decency and Modera-

tion here would create the fame Difpofition at home ; and I ar-

dently wiih that the common Enemies to both Countries may fee,

to their Difappointment, that thefe Difputes between the Mother

Country and the Colonies have terminated like the Quarrels of

Lovers, and increafed the Affeftion which they ought to bear to

each other. I am. Sir, Your moil obedient humble Servant,

Thomas Gage,

The PETITION <?/ CONGRESS.
71?^^^ KING'S mojl excellent Majesty,

Mojl gracious Soy'E^JLiG'iii,

WE your Majefty's faithful Subjects of the Colonies of Ne^w-

Hampfljire^ MaJJachufetfs- Bayy Rhode-IJland "dSidi Providence Plan-

tations, Conne£iicuty Ne'vu-Tork^ Nenv-Jerfey, Pe?mfylvaniay the

Counties of Ncvjcajlle, Kent., and Sujfex on Delanvare^ Maryland^

Virginia, N^rth -Carolina ^ and South-Carolina , in Behalf of our-

felves and the Inhabitants of thefe Colonies, who have deputed us

to reprefent them in General Congrefs, by this our humble Peti-

tion beg Leave to lay our Grievances before the Throne.

A {landing Army has been kept in thefe Colonies, ever fmce

the Conclufion of the late War, without the Confent of our Af-
femblies ; and this Army, with a confiderable naval Armament
has been employed to enforce the Colledlion of Taxes.

The Authority of the Commander in Chief, and under him of

the Brigadiers-General has, in Time of Peace, been rendered fu-

preme in all the civil Governments in America.

The Commander in Chief of all your Majefty's Forces in North
America has, in Time of Peace, been appointed Governor of a

Colony.

The Charges of ufual Offices have been greatly increafed ; and,

H€w, expenfive, and oppreffive Offices have been multiplied.

The
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The Judges of Admiralty and Vice-Admiralty Courts arc em-
powered to receive their Salaries and Fees from the EfFedls con-

demned by themfelves.

The Oihcers of the Cuftoms are empowered to break open and

enter Houfes without the Authority of any civil Magiftrate foun-

ded on legal Information.

The Judges of Courts of Common Law have been made entirely

dependant on one part of the Legislature for their Salaries, as well

as f'jr the Duration of their Commillions.

Couneeliors holding their Commillions during pleafure exercifc

legiflative Authority.

Humble and reaibnable Petitions from the Reprefentatives of

the people have been fruitlefs.

The Agents of the People have been difcQuntenanced, and Go-
vernors have been inilrufted to prevent the payment of their Sala-

j-ies.

AfTernblies have been repeatedly and injurioufly diffolved.

Commerce has been burthened with many ufelefs and opprefiivc

Reflri£i;ions.

By feveral A£ls of Parliament made in the fourth y fifths Jixth,

feventh^ zxid, eighth Years of your Majefly's Reign, Duties are im-

pofed on us, for the Purpofe of railing a Revenue ; and the Pow-
ers of Admiralty and Vice-Admiralty Courts arc extended be-

yond their ancient Limits, whereby our Property is taken from

us without our Confent, the Trial by Jury in many civil Cafes is

abolifhed, enormous Forfeitures are incurred for flight Offences,

vexatious Informers, are exempted from payinjr Damages, to

which they are juftly liable, and oppreffive Security is required

from Owners before they are allowed to defend their Right.

Both Houfes of Parliament have refolved, that Colonifts may
be tried in E?igla72d for Offences alledged to have been committeci

in America by Virtue of a Statute paffed in the thirty-fifth Year pf

Henry the eighth ; and in Confequence thereof Attempts h^ve been

made to enforce that Statute.

A Statute was paffed in the tivelfth Year of your Majeffy's

Reign, direfting, that Perfons charged with committing any Of-

fence therein defcribed, in any place out of the Realrn, may b^ in-

di<5ied and tried for the fame, in any Shire or County within the

Realm, whereby Inhabitants of thefe Colonies may, in fundry

Cafes by that Statute made Capital, be deprived of a Trial by
their Peers of the Vicinage.

In the laft Scffion of Parliament, an A6i was paffed for block-

ing up the Harbour of Bofon ; another empowering the Governor

of the Majfachifetts-Bay to fend Perfons indidcd for Murder in

that Province to another Colony, or even to Great-Britain for

Trial, whereby fuch, Offenders may efcape legal punilliment; a

Third for altering the chartered Conilitution of Government m
that



Oct OB EH, ^774,^ 6^

that Province ; and a Fourth for exteliding the Limits of ^lehec,

abolifhing the Englijh and reftoring the French Laws, whereby-

great Numbers of BritiJJ? Freemen are fubjefted to the latter, and

eftablilhing an abfohite Government and the Roman Catholic Re-

ligion throughout thofe vail Regions, that border on the weilerly

and northerly Boundaries of the free, proteftant, Englifn Settle-

ments ; and a Fifth for the better providing fuitable Quarters fof

Officers and Soldiers in his Majelly's Service in North- America.

To a Sovereign, who glories in the Name oi Briton ; the bare

Recital of thefe Aifls mult, we prefume, juftify the loyal Subjedls,

who fly to the Foot of his Throne, and implore his Clemency for

protection againft them.

From this de(Lru6live Syflem of Colony Adminiilration, adopt-

ed fmcethe Conclufion of the laft War, have flowed thofe Diftref-

fes, Dangers, Fears, and Jealoufies, that overwhelm your Majef-

ty's dutiful Colon ills with Affli(5lion : and we defy our mo^ fubtlc

and inveterate Enemies to trace the unhappy Differences between

Great-Britain and thefe Colonies, from an earlier Period, or from

other Caufes, than we have affigned. Had they proceeded on our

part from a reflilefs Levity of Temper, unjufl; Impulfes of Ambi-
tion, or artful Suggeftions of feditious Perfons, we fhould merit

the opprobrious Terms frequently befliowed upon us by thofe wc
revere. But fo far from promoting Innovations, we have only

oppofed them; and can be charged with no Offence, unlefs it be

one to receive Injuries, and be fenfible of them.

Had our Creator been pleafed to give us Exiilence in a Land of

Slavery, the Senfe of our Condition might have been mitigated

by Ignorance and Habit. But, Thanks be to his adorable Good-
nefs, we were born the Heirs of Freedom, and ever enjoyed our

Risjht under the Aufpices of your royal Anceftors, whofe Family

was feated on the Britijl) Throne, to refcue and fecure a pious and

gallant Nation from the Popery and Defpotifm of a fuperilitious

and inexorable Tyrant. Your Majeily, we are confident, juilly

rejoices, that your Title to the Crown is thus founded on the Title

of your people to Liberty ; and therefore we doubt not but your

royal Wifdom mull approve the Senfibility, that teaches your

Subjeils anxioufly to guard the Bleffing, they received from di-

vine Providence, and thereby to prove ikit performance of that

Compa6l, which, elevated the illuflrious Houfe o^ Brunfivlck to the.

imperial Dignity it now pofTelTes.

The Apprehenlion of being degraded into a State of Servitude,

from the pre-eminent Rank of ^«^/i/Z? Freemen, while our Minds
retain the llrongeil Love of Liberty and clearly fore-fee the Mifc-

ries prepariuG^ for us and our Poilerity, excites Emotions in our

Breafls, which though we cannot defcribe, we fnould not wifli to

conceal. Feeling as Men, and thinking as Subjefts in the Man-
jier v/e do, Silence would be Difloyalty. By giving this faithful

Information,
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Information, we do all in our Power to promote the great Obje6fcs

of your royal Cares, the Tranquillity of your Government and
tfys Welfare of your People.

Duty to your Majefty, and Regard for the Prefervation of our-

felves and our Pofterity, the primary Obligations of Nature and
Society, command us to eatreat your royal Attention ; and as

your Majeily enjoys the fignal Diftinftion of reigning over Free-

men, we apprehend the Language of Freemen cannot be difpleaf-

iHg. Your royal Indignation, we hope, will rather fall on thofc

deiigning and dangerous Men, who daringly interpofmg them-
f^lves between your royal Perfon and your faithful Subjects, and
for feveral Years paPc incefTantly employed to diffolve the Bonds of

Society, by abufing your Majefty's Authority, mifreprefenting

your American Subjedia and profecuting the moft defperate and ir-

ritating Proje6ls of Opprefiion, have at length compelled us, by
the Force of accumulated Injuries, too fevere to be any longer tOf-

lerable, to difturb your Majefty's Repofe by our Complaints.

Thefe Sentiments are extorted from Hearts, that much more
willingly would bleed in your Majefty's Service, Yet fo greatly

Lave we been mifreprefented, that a Neceflity has been alledged

€>f taking our Property from us without our Confent, " to defray

the Charge of the Adminiftration of Juftice, the Support of civil

Government, and the Defence, Protection, and Security of the

Colonies." Eiit we beg Leave to affure your Majefty, that fuch

Provifion has been, and will be made for defraying the two lirft

Articles, as has been and fliall be judged, by the Legiflatures of

the feveral Colonies, juft and fuitable to their refpeftive Circum-
Hances : And for the Defence, Proteftion, and Security of the

Colonies, their Militias, if properly regulated, as they earneftiy

delire ma}' immediately be done, would be fully fafficient, at leaft

m Times of Peace : and in Cafe of War, your faithful Colonifts

will be ready and willing, as they ever have been, when conftitu-

tiooally required, to demonftrate their Loyalty to your Majefty,

by exerting their moft ftrenuous Efforts in granting Supplies and

raifing Forces. Yielding to no Britiflo Subjects in affectionate At-
tachment to your Majefty's Perfon, Family, and Government

;

ive too dearly prize the Privilege of expreffing that Attachment

by thofe proofs, that are honourable to the Prince who receives

them, and to the People who give them, ever to refign it to any

body of Men upon Earth.

Had vv-e been permitted to enjoy, in quiet, the Inheritance left

us by our fore-fathers, we fliould, at this Time, have been peace-

ably, cheerfully, and ufefully employed in recommending our-

fclves, by every Teftimony of Devotion, to your Majefty, and of

Veneration to the State, from which we derive our Origin. But
though DOW expofed to unexpected and unnatural Scenes of Dif-

trefs oy a Contention with that Natipn, in whofe parental Guid-

ance
1
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ance on all important Affairs we have hitherto, with filial Rever-

ence, conflantly trufted, and therefore can derive no Inftrudion

in our prefent iinhapp'/ and perplexing Circumftances from any

former Experience; yet, we doubt not, the purity of our Inten-

tion and the Integrity of our Condud will juftify us at that grand

Tribunal, before which ail Mankind muft fubmit to Judgment.

We af]<: but for Peace, Liberty, and Safety. We wi/h not a

Diminution of the Prerogative, nor do we folicit the Grant of a-

ny new Right in our Favour. Your royal Authority over us and

our Connexion with Great-Britain^ we fliall always carefully and

2;ealoufly endeavour to fupport and maintain.

Filled with Sentiments of Duty to your Majeily and of Affec-

tion to our parent State, deeply impreffed by our Education, and
ftrongly confirmed by our Reafon, and anxious to evince the Sia-

cerity of thefe Difpofitions, we prefent this Petition only to ob-

tain Redrefs of Grievances, and Relief from Fears and Jealoufies,

occafioned by the Syftem of Statutes and Regulations adopted

fmce the Clofe of the late War, for raifing a Revenue in jhneri-

ca—extending the Powers of Courts of Admiralty and Vice-

Admiralty—trying Perfons in Great-Britai?! for Offences alledg-

ed to be committed in America—affecting the Province of Majjk-

chufetts-Bay—and altering the Government and extending the Li-

mits of ^^i?/^^^ ,; by the Abolition of \V-hich Syfteijn, the Harmo-
ny between Great-Britain and thefe Colonies, fo neceiTary to the

Happinefs of both, and fo ardently defired by the latter, and the

ufual Intercourfes vv-ill be immediately reftored. In the Magnani-
mity and Juflice of your Majefty and Parliament we confide for a

Redrefs of our other Grievances, tvuiling, that when the Caufes

of our Apprehenfions are removed, our future Conduct will prove

us not unworthy of the Regard, we have been accufcomed, in our

happier Days, to enjoy. For appealing to that Being, who
fearches thox-oughly the Hearts of hir, Creatures, we folemnlj

profefs, that our Councils have been influenced by no other .Mo-
tive, than a Dread of impending Dellru6lion.

Permit us then, moil gracious Sovereign, in the Name of all

your faithful People in America, with the utmoft Humility to Im-

plore you, for the Honour of Almighty God, whofe pure Reli-

gion, our Enemies are undermining ; for your Glory, which can

be advanced only by rendering your Subje6ls happy, and keep-

ing them united; for the Interells of your Family depending on
an Adherence to the Principles that enthroned it; for the Safety

and Welfare of your Kingdoms and Dominions, threatened with

almoft unavoidable Dangers and DiilrefTes, that your Majeily, as

the loving Father of your whole People, connected by the fame
Bonds of Law, Loyalty, Faith, and Blood, thoue^h dwellino^ in

various Countries, v/ill not fuiTer the tranfcendant Relation form-

ed by thefe Ties to be farther violated, in uncertain Expedlation

of
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of E£Fe£ls, that if attained, never can compenfate for the Calami-
ties, through which they muft be gained.

We therefore moll earneilly befeech your Majefly, that your
royal Authority and Interpofition may be ufed for our Relief, iand

that a gracious Anfwer may be given to this Petition.

That your Majefty may enjoy every Felicity through a long

and glorious Reign over loyal and happy Subjedls, and that your
Defcendants may inherit your Profperity and Dominions till Time
fhall be no more, is, and always will be our fmccre and fervent

Prayer.

JOURNALS
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O F

CONG
Wednesday, Maj> lo, 1775,

ANumber of Delegates from the Colonies oi Ncnu-Hainpfloirei

Majfachufetts-Bay, CoiineBicut, Nenv-Tork^ Nenv-Jerfey,

Pemifylvaiiia, Delwwai'e Counties^ Maryland^ Virginia, North-
Carolina, and South-Carolina, agreeable to their Appointment and
Orders, received from theinrefpe^live Colonies, met at Philadelphia,

and being convened in the State-Houfe, proceeded to the Choice
of a Preiident, when
Upon Motion, The Hon. Peyton Raiidolph ^ was imanimoufly

chofen Preiident.

After the Prefident was feated,

Mr. Charles Thomfon, was imanimoufly chofen Secretary.

Andreiv M^Neare, was alfo chofen Door-keeper, and Williajj^

Shed, MelTenger.

Agreed, That the Rev. Mr. ,Duche, be requefted to open the
Congrefs with Prayers To-morrow Morning ; and that Mr. Wil-

ling, Mr. Sullivan, and Mr. Bland, be a Committee to wait on
Mr. Duche, and acquaint him with the Requelt of the Congrefs.

Adjourned till to-morrow at 1 1 o'clock.

Thursday, May 11, 1775, ^' ^*
Agreeable to the Order of Yefterday, the Congrefs was opened

with Prayers, by the Rev. Mr. Duche. After Prayers, the Con-
grefs according to Adjournment proceeded to Bufinefs.

The Delegates from the feveral Colonies produced their refpec-

tlve Credentials, which were read and approved, as follows :

New-Hampshire. At the Convention of Deputies, appoin-
ted by the feveral Towns in the Province aforefaid, held at Exeter

,

on the 25th Day of January, 1775,
The Hon. John lVent<vjorth, Efq; in the Chair.

Voted, That John Sullivan and John Langdon, Efqrs; be de-
legated to reprefeot this Province in the Continental Cono-refs,

K propofed
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propofed to be held at Philadelphia, on the tenth Day of May
next, and that they and each of them, in the Abfence of the

other, have full and ample Power, In Behalf of this Province, to

confent and agree to all Meafures, vvrhich fald Congrefs fhall deem

necefTary, to obtain Redrefs of American Grievances.

True Copy attejledi

Masheck We a re, Clerk to the Convention^

Province ^^/^^ Massachusetts-Bay, in Provincial Congrefs,

Cambridge y Dec. 5, 1774.
Resolved, That the Proceedings of the American Continental

Congrefs, held at Philadelphia, on the 5th Day of September laft,

and reported by the Honourable Delegates from this Colony,

have, with the Deliberation due to their high Importance, been

confidered by us, and the Americaji Bill of Rights therein con-

tained, appears to be formed vv^ith the greateft Ability and Judg-
ment to be founded on the immutable Laws of Nature and Rea-

fon, the Principles of the Engliflo Conltitution, and refpeAive

Charters and Conftitutlons of the Colonies, and to be worthy of

their mofl vigorous Support, as eflentially necefTary to Liberty ;

likewlfe the ruinous and iniquitous Meafures, which in Violation

of thefe Rights, at prefent convulfe and threaten Deftrudlion to

America, appear to be clearly pointed out, and judicious Plans a-

dopted for defeating them.

Resolved, That the m.oll grateful Acknowledgements are

due to the truly Honourable and Patriotic Members of the Con-

tinental Congrefs, for their wife and able Exertions in the Caufe

of American Liberty ; and this Congrefs in their own Names, and

in Behalf of this Colony, do hereby, with the utmoft Sincerity,

exprefs the fame. ^
Resolved, That the Hon. John Hancock, the Hon. Thomas -*|

C-iJJnng, Efqs. Mr. Samuel Adams, John Adams, and Robert

Treat Paiiie, Efqrs. or any three of them, be, and they are here-

by appointed and authorifed to reprefent this Colony, on the tenth

of May next, or fooner if necefTary, at the American Congrefs, to

be held at Philadelphia; with full Power, with the Delegates from

the other America-a Colonies, to concert, agree upon, dire6l and

order fuch further Meafures, as fhall to them appear to be bed cal-

culated for the P^ecovery and Eftabllfliment of A?7ierican Rights

and Liberties, and for reftoring Harmony between Great-Britain

and the Colonies.

A true Copy of Record

,

Benjamin Lincoln, Secretary,

In Provincial Congrefs, Cambridge, February 6, 1775.

P».E SOLVED, That the Hon. John Hancock, the Hon. Thomas

Cufhin7, Efqrs. Mr. Samuel Adams, John Adams, and Robert

Treat Paine^ Efqrs. appointed by the lafl Provincial Congrefs to

reprefent
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reprelent this Colony, on the tenth of May next, or fooner if ne-

ceffary, at the y^?//^r/V^« Congrefs, to be held at Philadelphia^ be,

and they are hereby authoriied and impowered, with the Dele-

gates from the other American Colonies, to adjourn from Time to

Time, and Place to Place, as fhall be judged neceffary, and to

continue in Being, as Delegates, for this Colony, until the /^/rifj-

Jirji Day oi December next enfuing, and no longer.

A true Copy of Record,

Benjamin Lincoln, Secretary^

In the Hoiife of Reprefentatives of the Colojiy o/' Connecticut?
November 3, A. D. 1774.

This Houfe proceeded to nominate, chufe, and appoint Dele-

gates, to attend the General Congrefs to be holden at Philadelphia

on the tenth Day of M.ay next ; and made Choice of the Hon.

EUphalet Dyer, Hon. Roger Sher77ian, Silas Deane, * Titii^

Hoftner, and * Jonathan Sturgefsy Efqrs. to be their Delegates,

any three ofwhom are authorized and empowered to attend faid

Congrefs, in Behalf of this Colony, to join, confult and advife

wi|:h the Delegates of the other Colonies in Britifo America^ on

proper Meafures for advancing the beft Good of the Colonies.

William Williams, Speaker.

A true Copy i extra6icdfrom the Journals of the Hoife^

Attefied, Richard Law, Clerk*

At a provincial Convention formed of Deputies from the City

and County of New-York, the City and County of Albany^ and

the Counties of Dufchef, Uljler, Orange, P/eJl-Chefter, King's,

, and Suffolk, held at the City o'i Nenv-Tork, the 2 2d Day of April,

1775, for the Purpofe of appointing Delegates to reprefent the

Colony of Nenv-York, in the next Continental Congrefs, to be

held at Philadelphia on the tenth of May next, Philip Livingjlon,

James Duane, John Alfop, * John Jay, Simon Boerum, William

Floyd, * Henry Wifner, * Philip Schuyler, * George Clinton, Leivi's

Morris, * Francis Lenvis, and * Robert R. Living/Ion, jun. Efqrs.

were unanimoufly elefted Delegates, to reprefent this Colony at

fuch Congrefs, with full Power to' them or any five of them, to

meet the Delegates from the other Colonies, and to concert and

determine upon fuch Meafures as fhall be judged moll effe6lual for

the Prefervation and Re-eftablifhment of American Rights and

Privileges, and for the Reftoration of Harmony between Great-

Britain and the Colonies.

Signed, Leonard Lifpenard, Ifaac R.oofevelt, Abraham Walton^

Aley.ander M^Dongall, and twenty-four others.

We the Subfcribers do in Behalf of ourielves and thofe Free-

holders of ^een\ County, at whofe Requeft we attended the

Convention^

JVo/f.-—All the Members attende d except thofe marked thus *
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Convention, fignify our Affent to, and Approbation of the above

Delegation.

Signed, John Fuhiiajt, Zehulon WilUamsy Jacob Blacknvelli,

Jofeph Robi?ifo?2.

New-Jersey. In AJfemhly, Perth-Amhoy^ Tuefday, January 24,

1775-

Resolved Unanimously, That Ja7nes Ktnfey^ Stephen Crarte,

William Livingjion, John De Hart^ and Richard Smith, Efqrs.

or any three, of them, be, and they are hereby appointed to at-

tend -the Continental Congrefs of the Colonies, intended to be

held at the City of Philadelphia, in May next, or at any other

Time and Place ; and that they report their Proceedings to the

next Sefiion of General Affembly.

A true Copy from the Journals^

Richard Smith, Clerk of the AffemUy^

Pennsylvania. In Afemhly, Dece?nher 15, 1774, A» M.
Upon Motion, Resolved, N. C. D. That the Honourable

JEd'ward Biddle, John Dickinfon, Thomar Mifflin, Charles Hum-
phreys, John Morton, and George Rofs, Efqrs. be, and they arc

hereby appointed Deputies on the Part of this Province, to attend

the General Congrefs, propofed to be held at the City of Phila-

delphia, on the tenth Day of May next ; and that they or any four

of them do meet the faid Congrels accordingly, unlefs the prefent

Grievances of the American Colonies fhall before that Time be re°

dreffed,

E.ztra5ifrom the Journals,

Charles Moore, Clerk ofthe AJfemhlj*

In Affembly, May 6, 1775, A. M.
Resolved, N. C. D. That Benjamin Franklin, the Hon.

Thomas Willing, and *James Wilfon, Efquires, be, and they are

hereby added to the Deputies appointed by this Houfe, to at-

tend the Continental Congrefs, expected to meet the Tenth inftant

in this City.

RxtraBfrom the Journals,

Charles Moore, Clerk ofthe Affemlly^

Lower Counties on Delaware. In Affe7?ibly, Thurfday,

March 16, 1775, A, M,
On Motion,

Resolved. N. C. D. That the Honourable C^far Rodney,

Tho?nas M'-Kean, and George Read, Efq; be, and they are hereby

appointed and authorlfed to reprefent this Government at the Ame-
rican Congrefs, propofed to be held at the City of Philadelphia,

on the Tenth Day of May next, or at any other Time or Place,

with full Power to them, or any Two of them, together with the

Delegates from the other American Colonies, to concert and agree

upon fuch farther Meafures, as fhall appear to them befl calcu-

lated
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lated ifor the Accommodation of the unhappy DifFerences between

Great Britain and the Colonies, on a conlb'tutional Foundation,

which the Houfe mod ardently wifli for, and that they report

their Proceedings to the next Seffions of General Afkmbly.

True Copy of the Minutes of /!][:;nibly^

David Thomson, Clerk to the AJfemUy,

Maryland. At a Meeting of the Deputies appointed by the

feveral Counties of the Province of Maryland^ at the City of An-
napolis, by Adjournment on the 8th of December> 1774, and con-

tinued till the 1 2th Day of the fame Month.

Resolved unanimously. That the Honourable Mafthe'vj

Tilghman^ Thomas Johnfon junior, * Robert Gold/borough, William

Paca, Samuel Chafe, John Hall, and * Thomas Stone, Efquires,

or any Three or more of them, be Delegates to reprefent this

Province, in the next Continental Congrefs ; and that they, or

any Three or mor€ of them, have ^ full and ample Power to coa-

fent and agree to all Meafures, which fuch Congrefs fhall deem
neceffary and effeilual, to obtain a Redrefs of American Griev-

ances ; and this Province bind themfelves to execute to the utmoik

of their Power, all Refolutions which the faid Congrefs may
adopt. And further, if the faid Congrefs fhall think neceffary to

Adjourn, we do authorize our faid Delegates to reprefent and aft

for this Province, in any one Congrefs, to be held by virtue of

fuch Adjournment.

Signed by Order

^

John Ducket, Clerh

Virginia. At a Convention of Delegates for the Counties

and Corporations in the Colony of Virginia, at the Town of

Hichmond, in the County of Henrico, on Monday the 20th of

March, 1775.
The Convention proceeded to the Eleftion of Delegates by

Ballot, to reprefent this Colony in General Congrefs to be held

at the City of Philadelphia, on the Tenth Day of May next,

when the Honourable Peyton Randolph^ George Wafljington, '^''Pa-

trick Hsnry, Richard Henry Lee, Edmund Pendleton, Benjamin

Harrifon, and Richard Bland, Efquires, Vv'ere chofen for that

Purpofe.

Peyton Randolph, Prejide?if,

John Tazewell, Clerk of the Convention.

North-Carolina. At a General Meetine- of Delegates of

the Inhabitants of this Province in Convention, at Nenvbernt the

5th Day of y^/r//, 1775.
Prefent. the Hon. John H^^rvey, Efq; Moderator, and 68

Members.

On
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On Motion,

Resolved, That IVilliam Hooper^ Jofeph Heivss, and Richard

Caf^elly Efquires, be, and are hereby appointed Delegates to attend

the General Congrefs to be held at Philadelphia^ on the Tenth X/ay

May next, or at any other Time and Place that fhall be appoint-

ed for that Purpol'e, and they are hereby invelted with fuch

Powers as may make any A6ts done by them, or any of them,
or Confent given in Behalf of this Province, obligatory, in Ho-
nour, upon every Inhabitant thereof.

A true Copy from the Minutes,

John Harvey, Moderator^

Attejled by Andrew Knox, Clerk,

In the JJfefnbly, ^th of Aprils 1775.
Resolved, That the Houfe do highly approve of the Pro-

ceedings of the Continental Congrefs lately held at Philadelphiay

and that they are determined, as Members of the Community in

general, that they will flriftly adhere to the faid Refolutions,

and will ufe what influence they have, to induce the fame ob-

fervance in every Individual of this Province.

This Houfe having received Information, that William Hooper

y

Jofeph Henves, and Richard Caf'well, Efquires, were appointed

by the Convention, held at Neivbern, as Delegates to attend the

Meeting of the Continental Congrefs, foon to be held at Phila-

delphia;

Resolved, That the Houfe approve of the Choice made hf
the faid Convention.

A true Copyfrom the Journal of the Houfe of Afemhly.

James Green, junior, Clerk*.

South-Carolina. In the Cojnmons Houfe of AJfej?ibly, Friday

y

February 3, 1775.
Whereas the Continental Congrefs, held at the City of Phila-

delphiay in September laft, amongft other Things, recommended
to the feveral Colonies in North America, to chufe Deputies as

foon as poffible, to hold another Congrefs at the fame Place, on
the Tenth Day of May next, and this Houfe being fully fatif-

fied with the Condu6l and Fidelity of their late Deputies at the

Congrefs, do hereby nominate and appoint the Honourable
Henry Middletony Efquire, Thomas Lynch, Chrifopher Gadfden,

John Rutledge, and Edixiard Rutledge, Efquires, Deputies for and
in Behalf of this Colony, to meet the Deputies appointed, ar

to be appointed, on the Part and Behalf of the other Colonies,

at the City of Philadelphia, or any other Place, that fhall be

agreed on by the faid Deputies in General Congrefs, with full

Power and Authority to concert, agree to, and effeftually profe-

cute fuch Meafures, as in the Opinion of the faid Deputies, and

the

\
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tlie Deputies to be affembled, fhall be moft likely to obtain

a Redrefs of American Grievances,

Resolved, That the Deputies hereby appointed on the Part

and Behalf of this Colony, are authorifed and impowered to a-

gree, that the Continental Congrefs may meet at any future Time,
and at fuch Place, as fhall be agreed on, and to adjourn from
Time to Time

;
provided it do not exceed Nine Months from the

J)ate of their Meeting in May next.

Attefied^ Thomas Farr, junior, Clerk,

E'Xtrad from the Journals of the Frovincial Congrefs of South-
Carolina, publifted by Order of the Congrefs y the nth of Janua-

Resolved, That the Honourable Henry Middleton, Efquire,

Thomas Lynch, Chrifiopher Gadfden, John Rutledge, and Ediuard
Rutledge Efquires, or any Three of them, be, and they are

hereby appointed and authorifed to reprefent this Colony on the
Tenth Day of May next, or fooner, if neceffary, at the A7neri-

can Congrefs to be held at Philadelphia^ or elfewhere ; with Rill

Power to concert, agree upon, diret^ and order fuch further Mea-
fures, as in the Opinion of the faid Deputies, and the Dele-
gates of the other Ainerican Colonies to be affembled, fhall ap-
pear to be neceffary for the Recovery and Eilablifhment of Ame-
rican Rights and Liberties, and for refhoring Harmony between
Great Britain and her Colonies,

Upon Motion,

Resolved, That the Thanks of the Congrefs be given to
the Rev. Mr. DuchSy for performing Divine Service, agree-
able to the Deiire of the Congrefs, and for ^his excellent Prayer
fo well adapted to the prefent Occafion.

Ordered, That Mr. Blajjd, Mr. Willijig, and Mr. Sullivan^

be a Committee to wait upon Mr. Duche^ and return the Thanks
of the Congrefs, agreeable to the above Refolution.

Upon Motion,

Resolved, That the Doors be kept fhut, during the Time
of Bufmefs, and that the Members conlider themfelves under the
ftrongeft Obligations of Plonour to keep the Proceedings fecret,

until the Majority Ihall direct them to be made public.

A circular Letter from the Agents IVilliam Bollan, Benjamin
Fra?2klin, and Arthur Lee^ Efquires, diredled to the Speakers of
feveral Affemblies, and fundry Papers therein referred to, were
laid before the Congrefs and read ; the Letter is as follows :

London, February c, 177:-,

S I R,
'

" Our laft Letter informed you, that the King had declared
his Intentions of laying the Petition before his two Houfes of
Parliament. It has accordingly been laid before each Houfe,

but
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but undlillngulfhed among a variety of Letters and other Papers

from. America.
** A Motion ma^e by Lord Chatha^Uy to withdraw the Troops

from Bofton^ as the firft Step tovv'ards a conciliating Plan, was

rejecled ; and the Miniftry have declared in both Houfes the De-
termination to inforce Obedience to all the late Laws. For this

Purpofe we underftand, that three Regiments of Foot, one of

Dragoons, feven hundred Marines, iix Sloops of War, and two
Fri orates, are now under Orders for America.

" We think it proper to inform you, that your Caufe was
tveil- defended by a confiderable Number of good and wife Men
in both Houfes of Parliament, though far from being a Majo-

rity : and that many of the Commercial and Manufadluring

Parts of the Nation, concerned in the America?! Trade have pre-

feuted, or as we underiland, are preparing to prefent Petitions to

to Parliament, declaring their great Concern, for the prefent un-

happy Controverfies with America, and praying exprefsly, or in

^ffet^t, for healing Meafures, as the proper Means of preferving

their Commerce, now greatly fuffering or endangered. But the

Treatment the Petitions already prefented have hitherto received

13 fuch, as in our Opinion, can afford you no Reliance on the

prefent Relief through their Means.
*' As foon as we learnt that the Petition of the Congrefs was

before the Koufe of Commons, we thought it our Duty to fup-

port it, if we mirrht be permitted fo to do, as there was no other

Opportunity for the numerous Inhabitants of the Colonies to be

heard in Defence of their Rights: Accordingly v\^e joined in a

Petition for that Purpofel ^hr George Saville kindly undertook

to prefent it. But on previoufly opening the Purport of it, as

the Order is, a Debate arofe on the Propriety of receiving it,

and on a Diviiion, it was rejected by a great Majority.
*' The foliowin gj Extradl of a Letter from General Gage to

Lord Dartmouth^ as laid before Parliament, we think it our

Dutv to tranfmit, viz.

*' Dec. 15, 1774. Your Lordfhips Idea of difarming certain

Provinces, would doubtlefs be confifcent with Prudence and Safe-

ty, but it neither is, nor has been pradlicable, without having re-

courfe to Force, and being Mafters of the Country."
" It was thrown out in Debate by a principal Member of

Adminiflration, that it would be proper to alter the Charters of

Con-riecticiit and Rhode IJlaJid.

" Inclofed we fend you a Copy of the Refolutions pafTed in a

Committee of the whole Houfe, on Thurfday laft, which are to be

reoorted on Monday. It is faid that thefe Refolutions are to be

the Foundation of feveral J3ills to be brought in, but the Purport

of thofe Bills we have not vet learnt with fufficient Certainty.

" We
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" We fend you likewife a Copy of Lord ChathanCs firH Mo-
tion in' the Houfe of Lords, and of his Plan of a Bill for fet-

tlino- the Troubles between Great Britain <xnd the Colonies : both

which were rejected on the firft: reading.

With great Refpe6l we are,

SIR,
Your moil obedient humble Servants,

Signed, William Bollan,

Benjajniiz Franklin^

Arthur Lee:'

The Papers referred to in the foregoing Letter being piib-

lifhed in the News-papers, it is not neceifary to infert them.

Mr. Hancock laid before the Congrefs a Letter from the Pro-

vincial Congrefs of Maffachnfetts-Bay y together with certain

Refolutions formed by faid Congrefs, and a Copy of a Letter fent

by faid Congrefs to their Agent in England, and an Addrefs to

the Inhabitants of 6V<?^/ Britain, on the late engagement between

the Troops under General Gage, and the Inhabitants of Majja"

ehufetts Bay, alfo a Number of Depofitions duly attefted, rela-

tive to the Commencement of faid HoUilities, all which were

read and are as follows :

In Provincial Congrefs, Watertown, May 3, 1775*
"To the Honourable American Continental Congrefs, to be convened

at Philadelphia, on the Tenth ofMay injiant.

May it pleafe your Honours,

The Congrefs of this Colony, imprefled with the deepeft Con-
cern for their Country, under the prefent critical and alarming

State of its public Affairs, beg leave with the utmoft Submiflion,

whilll ailing in Support of the Caufe of America, to requeft the

Direilion and Affiftance of your rcfpeftable Affembly.

The inclofed Packet, containing Copies of the Depofitions,which
we have difpatched for London, alfo an Addrefs to the Inhabi-

tants of Great Britain, and a Letter to our Colony Agent, Be7i~

jafnin Franklin, Efq; are humbly fubmitted to your Confidera-

tion.

The fanguinary Zeal of the Minillerial Army, to ruin and
deilroy the Inhabitants of this Colony, in the Opinion of this

Congreis, hath rendered the eftablilhment of an Army indifpen-

fibly neceffary ; we have accordingly pafTed an unanimous Refolve
for Thirteen thoufand fix hundred Men, to be forthwith raifed

by this Colony, and Propofals are made by us to the Conorrefs

of Ps'e'w Ha77ipfnlre, and Governments of Hhode IJland and Con-
neBicut Colonies, for furnifliing Men in the fame Proportion.
The fudden Exigency of our public AiFairs, precluded the

pofTibility of wa^iting for your Direction in thefe important Mea-
L fures.
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fares, more efpeclally, as a confiderable Reinforcement from

Great Britain is daily expefted in this Colony, and we are now
reduced to the fad Alternative of defending ourfelves by Arms,
or fnbmitting to be flaughtered.

With the greateft Deference, we beg Leave to fuggefl, that

a powerful Army on the Side of America^ hath been confider-

ed by this Congrefs, as the only Means left to ftem the rapid

Progrefs of a Tyrannical Miniilry. Without a Force fuperior

to our Enemies, we mull reaionably expect to become the Vic-

tims of their relentlefs Fury. With fuch a Force, we may ftill

have Hopes of feeing an immediate End put to the inhuman ra-

vages of mercenary Troops in America, and the wicked Authors

of our Miferies, brought to condign Punifliment, by the juft

Indignation of our Brethren in Great Britain.

We hope that this Colony will, at all Times, be ready to

fnend and be fpent in the Caufe of America. It is, neverthelefs,

a Misfortune greatly operating to its Difadvantage, that it has a

-great Number of Sea-port Towns, expofed to the approach of

the Enemy by Sea ; from many of which, the Inhabitants have re-

moved, and are removing their Families and Effects, to avoid

Deftruciion from Ships of War. Thefe, we apprehend, will be

generally diftreffed from want of Subfiftence, and difabled from

contributing Aid for fupporting the Forces of the Colony ; but

w^e have the greater!: Confidence in the Wifdom and Ability of

the Continent to fupport us, fo far as it (hall appear necelfary

for fupporting the common Caufe of the A'merican Colonies.

We alfo inclofe feveral Refolves for impowering and directing

our Receiver-General to borrow the Sum of One hundred thou-

fand Pounds, Lawful Money, aud to iffue his Notes for the fame
;

it being the only Meafures which VvT could have recourfe to for

fupporting our Forces ; and we requeft your Afiiftance in ren-

dering our Meafures effeftual, by giving our Notes a Currency

through the Continent.

Joseph Warren, Prefident, P. T.

The Papers inclofed and referred to in the above, are as fol-

lov7s :

—

'—
In Provincial Congrefs ^ Watertown, May 3, 1775.

Resolved, That the Receiver General be, and hereby is im-

powered, to borrow the Sum of One hundred thoufand Pounds,

lawful Money, and iffue Colony Security for the fame, payable,

with Annual Intereft, at Six per Cent. June i, 1777, and that

the Continental Congrefs be defired to recommend to the feveral

Colonies, to give a Currency to fuch Securities.

A true Extra6l fro??i the Minutes,

Samuel Freeman, Secretary, P. T.

In
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In Provincial Congrefsy Watertown, May 3, 1775.

Resolved, That the Securities given by the Receiver-Ge-

neral for the Monies borrov/ed by him, in purfuance of the afore-

going Refolve, be in the Form following, viz.

Colony, of the MalTachufetts-Bay.

No the day of J. D,

177 • borrowed and received of A. B.

the Sum of . lawful Money, for the Ufe and

Service of the Colony of the MaJJ'achiifetts Bay^ and in Behalf

of faid Colony. I do hereby promife and oblige myfelf, and
Succeflbrs in the Of&ce of Treafurer or Receiver General, to re-

pay to the faid or to his Order, the firll Day
of Juney 1777, the aforefaid Sum of lawful

Money, in Spanifh Milled Dollars, at Six Shillings each, or in

the feveral Species of coined Silver and Gold, enumerated in an

A61 made and paffed in the 23d Year of his late Majeily King
George the Second intituled, " An A61 for afcertaining the
" Rates at which coined Silver and Gold, EngliJJo Half-pence
" and Farthings, may pafs within this Government ;" and ac-

cording to the Rates therein mentioned, with Intereft, to be

paid annually, at Six per Ce?it, Witnefs my Hand
A. B.

C. D.
E. F.

And whereas Inconveniencies may arife, by the Receiver Ge-
neral's iffuing Notes for fmall Sums, therefore,

Resolved, That the Receiver General be, and he hereby is

directed not to iffue any Notes for a lefs Sum than Four Pounds
lawful Money^

A true Extrafi frojn the Mi-flutes-.^

Samuel Freeman, Sec. P. T,

To the Hon. Benjamin Franklin, Efq; <^^ London.

In Provincial Cojigrefsi Watertown, April 26, 1775,
« SIR,

" From the entire Confidence we repofe in your Faithfulnefs and
Abilities, we confider it the Happinefs of this Colony, that the
important Truft of Agency for it, in this Day of unequalled Diilrefs

is devolved on your Hands, and we doubt not your Attachment to
the Caufe and Liberties of Mankind will make every poffible ex-
ertion in our Behalf, a Pleafure to you; although our Circum-
ftances will compel us often to interrupt your Repofe, by Mat-
ters that will furely give you pain. A fmgular Inflance hereof
is the Occafion of the prefent Letter. The Contents of this

Packet, will be our Apology for troubling you with it.

" From
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'< From tliefe you will fee how and by whom we are at lail

plunged into the Horrors of a moft unnatural War.
" Our Enemies, we are told, have difpatched to Great Britain

a fallacious Account of the Tragedy they have begun ; to pre-

vent the Operation of which to the public Injury, we have en-

gaged the VelTel that conveys this to you, as a Packet in the

Service of this Colony, and we requefl your Affiftance in fupply-

ing Captain Derby^ who commands her, with fuch Neceflaries as

he fliali want, on the Credit of your Conftituents in Majfachufetts^

Bay.
*' But we moft ardently wifli that the feveral Papers herewith

inclofed may be immediately printed and difperfed through every

Town in England, and efpecially communicated to the Lord
Mayor, Aldermen, and Council of the City oi London, that they
may take fuch Order thereon, as they may think proper. And
we are confident your Fidelity will make fuch Improvement of
them, as fliall convince all, who are not determined to be in

everlafting Blindnefs, that it is the united Efforts of both Eng-
lands, that can fave either. But that whatever Price our Bre-

thren in the one, may be pleafed to put on their Conftitutional

L-iberties, we are author ifed to affure you, that the Inhabitants

of the other, with the greateft unanimity, are inflexibly refolved

to fell theirs only at the Price of their Lives,

Signed by Order of the Provincial Congrefs*

Joseph Warren, Prefident, P, T,

A true Copy from the Original Minutes,

Samuel Freeman, Sec. P. T,

The Depofitions relative to the commencement of Hoftilities,

are as follows

:

"Lexington, April 25, 1775,
" We Solomon Bronvn, Jonathan Loring, and Elijah Sanderfon,

all of lawful age, and of Lexington, in the County of Middlefex,

and Colony of the Maffachufetts Bay in Nen^j England, do teftify

and declare, that on the Evening of the i8th of April Inftant,

being on the Road between Concord and Lexington, and all of us

mounted on Horfes, we were about Ten of the Clock, fuddenly

furprifed by Nine Perfons, whom we took to be regular Olii-

cers, who rode up to us, mounted and armed, each having a

Piflol in his Hand, and after putting Piftols to our Breafts, and

feizing the Bridles of our Horfes, they fwore, if we ftirred ano-

ther flep, we ftiould be all dead Men, upon which we furrendered

ourfelves. They detained us until Two o'clock the next Morn-
ing, in which Time they fearched and greatly abufed us, having

firft enquired about the Magazine at Concord, whether any

Guards were pofted there, and whether the Bridges were up, and

faid four or five Regiments of Regulars would be in PofTeflion of

the
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the Stores foon. They then brought us back to Lexington, cut

the Horfes bridles and girths, turned them loofe, and then left

us.

Solomoi2 Bromjn,

Jonathan Lorino-.

Elijah Sanderfon.^^

Lexington, April 2^, \']']t.

«« I Elijah Sanderfon, above named, do further teftify and
declare, that I was on Lexington Common, the Morning of the

19th oi Aprily aforefaid, having been difmified by the Officers

abovementioned, and faw a large body of regular Troops ad-

vancing tov^ards Lexington Company, many of whom were then

difperling. I heard one of the Regulars, whom I took to be an
Officer fay, " Damn them, we will have them," and immedi-
ately the Regulars fhouted aloud, run and fired upon the Lexijio-

ton Company, which did not fire a gun before the Regulars dif-

charged on them. Eight of the Lexington Company were killed

while they w€re difperfmg, and at a confiderable dillance from
€ach other, and many wounded, and although a Spe6lator, I
narrowly efcaped with my Life.

Elijah Sanderfonr
Lexington, April 2,

'^, 1775.
" I Thomas Rice JVillard, of lawful age, do teflify and declare,

that being in the Houfe of Da?tiel Harrington of faid Lexincrton,

on the 19th inftant in the morning, about half an hour before

fun-rife, looked out at the Window of faid Houfe, and faw (as

1 fuppofe) about four hundred Regulars in one Body, cominp-

up the Road, and marched towards the North Part pf the Com^-
mon, back of the Meeting-houfe of faid Lexington, and as foon
as faid Regulars were againfl the Eaft End of the Meetin^-houfe,
the Commanding Officer faid fomething, what I know not, but
upon that the Regulars ran till they came within about Eio-ht oj
Nine Rods of about an Hundred of the Militia oi Lexington, who
were collefted on faid Common, at which Time the Militia of Lex-
ington difperfed, then the Officers made an huzza, and the Private

Soldiers fucceeded them, dire6lly after this, an Officer rode be-
fore the Regulars to the other Side of the Body, and hallooed
after the Militia of faid Lexington, and faid, " Lay down your
Arms, damn you, why don't you lay down your Arms," and
that there was not a Gun fired till the Militia of Lexington were
difperfed, and further faith not.

Thomas Rice milardJ'
Lexington, 2 ah of April, 177?.

*' Siinon Winjloip, of Lexington, in the County of Middlefac,
and Province of Majfachufetts-Bay, Neiv Etigland, being; of lavs^-

ful Age, teflifieth and faith, that on the 19th of y4^/r// inflant,

about
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about Four o'Clock in the Morning, as he was paffing the public

Road in faid Lexi^igton, peaceably and unarmed, about Two Miles

and an Half difiant fi-ora the Meeting-houfe in faid Lexingtony

he was met by a Body of the King's regular Troops, and being

flopped by fome Officers of faid Troops, was commanded to dif-

mount, upon afldng why he muil difmount, he was obliged by
Force to quit his Horfe, aiid ordered to march in the midil of

the Body, and being examined whether he had been warning the

Minute Men, he anfwered No, but had been out, and was then

returning to his Fathers. Said Winjl?ip farther teftilies, that he

marched with faid Troops, till he came within about Half-a-

Quarter of a Mile of faid Meeting-houfe, where an Officer com-
manded the Troops to halt, and then to Prime and Load, this

being done, the faid Troops marched on till they came within a

few K-ods of Captain Parker t Company, who were partly col-

ledled on the Place of Parade, when faid JVinJloip obferved an

Oincer at the Head of faid Troops, fiourifhing his Sword, and
with a loud Voice giving the Word Fire, Fire, which was in-

ftantly followed by a Difcharge of Arms from faid regular

Troops, and faid Winjloip is pofitive and in the moll folemn Man-
ner declares, that there was no Difcharge of Arms on either Side

till the Word Fire was given by faid Officer as above.

Simon WinJI?ip,*

Lexington i Jpril 2^, 1 7 7 5

»

*' I Johfi Parkeri of lawful Age, and Commander of the Mi-
litia in Lexington y do teftify and declare, that on the 19th Inftant,

in the Morning, about one of the Clock, being informed that

there were a Number of regular Officers riding up and down the

Road, flopping and infulting People as they paiTed the Road ;

and alfo was informed that a Number of regular Troops were on

their March from Bojion, in Order to take the province Stores at

Concordy ordered our Militia to meet on the Common in faid Lex-

ington, to confult what to do, and concluded not to be difcover-

ed, nor meddle or make with faid regular Troops (if they fhould

Approach) unlefs they fliould infult or moleft us;—and upon
their fudden Approach I immediately ordered our Militia to dif-

perfe and not to fire.—Immediately faid Troops made their Ap-
pearance and rulhed furioufly, fired upon and killed eight of our

Party, without receiving any Provocation therefore from us.

John Parker.^*

Lexi?igtony Jpril 2/\.y 1775.
*' \ John Rohins y being of lawful Age, do teilify and fay, that

on the loth Inil. the Company under the Command of Captain

John Parker y being drawn up (fometime before Sun rife) on the

Green or Common, and I being in the Front Rank, there fudden-

]y appeared a Number of the King's Troops, about a Tiioufand

ai
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as I thought^ at the Diftance of about fixty or feventy Yards from

us huzzaing, and on a quick Pace towards us, with three Offi-

cers in their Front on Horfe-back and on full Gallop towards us,

the Foremoft ofwhich cried, throw down your Arms ye Villains,

ye Rebels, upon which faid Company difperfmg, the Foremoft of

the three Officers ordered their Men, faying fire, by God fire, at

which Moment we received a very heavy and clofe Fire from them,

at which Inftant, being wounded I fell, and feveral of our Men
were fhot dead by me. Capt. Parker's Men 1 believe had not

then fired a Gun, and further the Deponent faith not.

John Robins.'''^

Lexington, April 2^, -775*
" We Benjamin Tidd^ of Lexington^ and jofeph Abbot, of Lin-

eohjy in the County of Middlefex, and Colony of MaJJachufetts-

Bay, in Nenjj-Englafjd, of lawful Age, do teilify and declare,

that on the Morning of the 19th oi April Inftant, about five

o'clock being on Lexington Common, and mounted on Horfes,

we faw a Body of regular Troops marching up to the Lexinpton

Company, which was then difperfing : Soon after the Regulars

fired, firft a few Guns, which we took to be Piftols, from fome of

the Regulars who were mounted on Horfes, and then the faid

Regulars fired a Volley or two, before any Guns were fired by
the Lexington Company ; our Horfes immediately ftarted, and

we rode off. And further fay not,

Benjanim Tidd,

Jofeph Abbot:'

Lexington, April 2^, 1775.
« We Nathaniel Mullokin, Philip Rujfell, Mofes Harrington,

jun. Thomas and Daniel Harrington, William Grimes, William

Tidd, Ifaac Hajiings, Jonas Stone, jun. James JVyman, Thaddeus

Harrington, John Chandler, Jofoua Reed, jun. Jofeph Simonds,

Phineas Smith, John Chandler, jun. Reuben Cock, Joel Files, Na-
than Reed, Samuel Tidd, Benjamin Lock, Thomas IVinfoip, Simeon

Snoiv, John Smith, Mofes Harrington the 3d. Jofmia Reed, Ebe-
nezer Parker, John Harrington, Erioch WiUington, John Hormer^

IJaac Green, Phineas Stearns, Ifaac Durant, and Thomas Head-
ley, jun. all of lawful Age, and Inhabitants of Lexington, in the

County of Middlefex, and Colony of the Majfachifetts-Bay, in

Nen.v-England, do teftrfy and declare, that on the 19th o^ April

Inftant, about one or two o'clock in the Morning, being inform-

ed that feveral Officers of the Regulars had the Evening before

been riding up and down the Road, and had detained and infult-

ed the Inhabitants paffing the fame ; and alfo underftanding that

a Body of Regulars were marching from Bofon tov^^ards Concord,

with intent (as it was fuppofed) to take the Stores belonging to

the Colony in that Town, we were alarmed, and having met at

the
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the Place of our Company's Parade, were difmifled by our Cap-
tain, John Parkery for the Prefent, with Orders to be ready to

attend at the Beat of the Drum. We further teftify and declare,

that about five o'clock in the Morning, hearing our Drum beat,

we proceeded towards the Parade, and foon found that a large

Body of Troops were marching towards us : Some of our Com-
pany were coming up to the Parade, and others had reached it, at

which Time the Company began to difperfe : Whilfl our Backs

were turned on the Troops we were fired on by them, and a Num-
ber of our Men were inflantly killed and wounded^ Not a Gun
was fired by any Perfon in our Company on the Regulars to our

Knowlege, before they fii'ed on us, and they continued firing un-

til we had all made our Efcape.

. Signed by each ofthe above Deponents^*

Lexington y 2^th ofApril, 1775.
" We, Nathaniel Parkhurft^ Jonas Parker , John Munroe, jun,

John Winfoip, Solomon Pierce, John Muzzy, Ah7ier Meeds, John

Bridge, jun. Ebenezer Bo'wman, William Munroe the 3d, Micah
Plager, SaPiuel Saunderfon, Sa?Jiuel Hafings, and James Broivn,

of Lexington in the County of Middlefex, and Colony of the

Maffachifetts Bay:, in Nenx) England, and all of lawful age,

do teilify and fay, that on the Morning of the Nineteenth

of April inftant, about One or Two o'clock, being inform-

ed, that a Number of Regular Officers had been riding up and

down the Road the Evening and Night preceding, and that

lome of the Inhabitants as they were palling, had been infulted

by the Officers, and Hopped by them ; and being alfo informed,

that the Regular Troops were on their march from Bofton, in

order as (it was faid) to take the Colony Stores, then depofited

at Concord, we met on the Parade of our Company in this Town
;

after the Company had colle6led, we were ordered by Capt.

Parker (who commanded us) to difperfe for the prefent, and to

be ready to attend the beat of the Drum, and accordingly the

Company went into Hcufes near the Place of Parade. V/e fur-

ther teilify and fay, that about Five o'Clock in the Morning,

we attended the Beat of our Drum, and were formed on the Pa-

rade, v»^e were faced towards the Regulars then marching up to

U.S, and fome of our Company were coming to the Parade with

their backs towards the Troops, and others on the Parade be-

o;an to difperfe when the Regulars fired on the Company before a

Gun was fired by any of our Company on them. They killed

Eisjht of our Company, and wounded feveral, and continued

their fire, until we had all made our efcape.

Signed by each ofthe Deponents,*

Lexington, April 2^, 1775*
" I Timothy Smith, of Lexington, in the County of Middle-

fex, and Colony of MaJJachufetts Bay, in Ne^oj E^iglar.d, being

of
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ollawful Age, do teftify and declare, that on the Morning of the

nineteenth of April inflant, being on Lexington Common as a

Speftator, I faw a large Body of regular Troops marching up
towards the Lexington Company then difperfing, and likewife faw

the regular Troops fire on the I-^x/;zg-/(5;2 Company, before the

latter fired a Gun ; I Immediately ran, and a Volley was dif-

charged at me, which put me in imminent Danger of lofing my
Life; I foon returned to the Common and faw Eight of the Lex^

ington Men who were killed, and lay bleeding at a confiderable

Diflance from each other ; and feveral were wounded, and further

faith not.

'TiniQthy Sinlth»\

L^xingiorii April 25, 1775,

*< We Levi Mead, and Levi Harrington, both of Lexington

^

in the County of Middlefex, and Colony of Majfachufetts Bay in

Neix) England, and of lawful Age, do teftify and declare, that

on the Morning of the Nineteenth of April, being on Lexington

Commons, as Spedlators, we faw a large Body of regular Troops
marching lip towards the Lexington Company, and fome of the

Regulars on Horfes, whom we took to be Officers, fired a Piftol

or two on the Lexington Company, which was then difperfing :

Thefe were the firft Guns that were fired, and they were Iramedi-

iately followed by feveral Vollies from the Regulars, by which

eight Men belonging to faid Company were killed, and feveral

wounded.
- Levi Harrington

Levi Mead:'

Lexington, April 25, 1 7 7 5.

" I William Draper, of lawful Age, and an Inhabitant of Col-

rain, in the County of Hampjloire, and Colony of Maffachufetts-

Bay, in Neiv-England, do teftify and declare, that being on the

iParade of faid Lexington, April 19th Inftant, about half an Hour
before Sunrife, the King's regular Troops appeared at the

Meetlng-houfe of Lexington. Capt. Parkers Company, who
were drawn up back of faid Meeting-houfe on the Parade turned

from faid Troops, making their Efcape by difperfing ; in the

mean Time the regular Troops made an Huzza and ran towards

Capt. Parker'^ Company who were difperfing, and immediately

after the Huzza was made, the Commanding Officer of faid

Troops (as I took him) gave the Command to the faid Troops

fire !
" fire ! damn you fire !" and immediately they fired before

any of Captain Parker'^ Company fired, 1 then being within three

or four Rods of faid regular Troops : And further fay not,

1Villia7n Draper.'*

M Lexington f
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Lexington y April 2 'J^^ ^77 5*'

« I Thomas Tejfenden, of lawful Age, teftify and declare, that

being in a Pafture near the Meeting-houfe, at faid Lexington ^ on

Wednefday laft, at about half an Hour before Sun rife, I faw a

Number of regular Troops pafs fpeedily by faid Meeting-houfe,

on their Way towards a Company of Militia of faid Lexington^

who were aflembled to the Number of about one hundred in a

Company, at the Diftance of eighteen or twenty Rods from faid

Meeting-houfe ; and after they had paffed by faid Meeting-houfe,

I faw three Officers on Horfe-back advance to the Front of faid

Regulars, when one of them, beine within fix Rods of the faid

Militia, cried out, " difperfe you Rebels immediately," on

which he brandifhed his Sword over his Head three times ; mean

'

while the fecond Officer, who was about two Rods behind him,

fired a Piftol, pointed at faid Militia, and the Regulars kept huz-

zaine till he had finiihed brandifhing; his Sword, and when he

had thus finifhed brandifhing his Sword, he pointed it down to-

wards faid Militia, and immediately on which the faid Regulars

fired a Volley at the Militia, and then I ran off as raft as I could,-

while they continued firing till I got out of their Reach. I fur-

ther teflify, that as foon as ever the Officer cried " difperfe you
Rebels," the faid Company of Militia difperfed every Way as faffc

as they could, and while they w^ere difperfing, the Regulars kept

firing at them incelfantly. And further faith not.

Thomas Fejfenden^^

Lincoln , April 2 'i^, 1775*

" I John Bateman, belonging to the fifty-fecond Regiment;,

commanded by Colonel Jones, on Wednefday Morning, on the

19th Day of y^/'r/'/inftant, w^as in the party marching to Concord,

being at Lexington, in the County of Middlefex» being nigh the

Meeting-houfe in faid Lexington, there was a fmall party of Men
gathered together in that place, when our faid Troops marched

by, and I teflify and declare, that I heard the Word of Command
given to the Troops to fire, and fome of faid Troops did fire, and

I faw one of faid fmall party lay dead on the Ground nigh faid

Meeting-houfe ; and I teftify that I never heard any of the Inha-

bitants fo much as fire one Gun on faid Troops.

Johjt Bateman^*

Lexington, April 27^, 1775.

" We John Hoar, John Whithead, Abraham Garfield, Benja-

'fuin Munroe, Ifaac Parks, William Hofmer, John Ada??is, Gregory

Stone, all of Lincoln^ in the County of Middle/ex, Majfachufetts-

Bay, all of lawful Age, do teftify and fay, that on Wednefday lafl

we were affembled at Concord, in the Morning of faid Day, in

Confequence of Information received, that a Brigade of regular

Troops were on their March to the faid Town of Concord, who
had
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had killed fix Men at the Town of Lexington ; about an Hour af-

terwards we faw them approaching, to the Number, as we ap-

prehended, of about twelve hundred, on which we retreated to a

Hill about eighty Rods back, and the faid Troops then took pof-

felTion of the Hill, where we were iirll polled
;
prefently after this

we faw the Troops moving towards the North-Bridge, about one

Mile from the faid Concord Meeting-houfe, we then immediately

went before them and paffed the Bridge jull before a party of them

to trie Number of about two hundred, arrived ; they there left a-

bout one half of their two hundred at the Bridge, and proceeded

with the Reft towards Col. Barreft\) about two Miles from the

faid Bridge ; we then feeing feveral Fires in the Town, thought

the Houfes in Cojicord wtvt in Danger, and marched towards the

faid Bridge, and the Troops that were ftationed there, obferving

our Approach, marched back over the Bridge and then took up

fome of the planks ; we then haftened our March towards the

Bridge, and when we had got near the Bridge they fired on our

Men, firll three Guns, one after the oth^r, and then a confidera-

ble Number more; and then, and not before, (having Orders

from our commanding Officers not to fire till we were fired upon)

we fired upon the Regulars and they retreated. On their Retreat

through the Town of Lexington to Charlejio^n, they ravaged and

deftroyed private property, and burnt three Houfes, one Barn,

and one Shop.

Signed by each of the ahov? Deponents"

L exington, Jpril 23, 1775.

" We, Nathan Barrot^ Captain
;

Jonathan Farrar^ Jofeph

Butlery 'AvA Francis Wheeler, Lieutenants; John Barret, Enfign;

John Bronun, Silas Walker, Ephraim Melvin, Nathan Buttrick,

Stephen Hofmer, jun. Samuel Barret, Thomas Jones, Jofeph

Chandler, Peter JVheeler, Nathan Pierce, and Ednjoard Richardfon,

all of Concord, in the County of Middkfex, in the Province of

Majfachufetts-Bay, of lawful Age, tefcify and declare, that on

Wednefda'^ the ninteeenth Inftant, about an Hour after Sun rife we
afiembled on a Hill near the Meeting-houfe in Conc^.rd aforefaid,

in Confequence of an Information that a Number of regular

Troops had killed fix of our Countrymen at Lexington, and were

on their March to faid Concord ; and about an Hour afterwards we
faw them approaching, to the Number, as we imagine, of about

twelve hundred ; on v/hich we retreated to a Hill about eighty

Rods back, and the aforefaid Troops then took PoiTeffion of a

Hill where we were firft pofted, Prefently after this we faw them
moving towards the North Bridge, about one Mile from faid

Meeting-houfe, we then immediately went before them, and paf-

fed the Bridge jufl before a Party of them, to the Number of a-

bout two hundred, a,rrived. They there left about one half of

thefQ
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thefe two hundred at the Bridge, and proceeded with the Reft to-

wards Colonel Barrefs, about two Miles from the faid Bridge.

We then feeing feveral Fires in the Town, thought our Houfea
were in Danger, and immediately marched back towards faid

Bridge, and the Troops who were ftationed there, obferving our

Approach, marched back over the Bridge, and then took up i'ome

of the Planks. We then haftened our Steps towards the Bridge,

and when we had got near the Bridge, they fired on our Men,
firft three Guns one after the other, and then a confiderable Nun^-

ber more : Upon which, and not before, (having Orders from

our Commanding Officer not to fire till we were fired upon) we
fired upon the Regulars, and they retreated. At Concord zxid. on

their Retreat through Lexington, they plundered many Houfes,

burnt three at Lexington, together with a Shop and Barn, and

committed Damage more or lefsto almoii every Houfe from (7;?/?-.

cord to CharleJ}onx)ft.

Signed hy the alove Deponents.

" We, Jofeph Butler and Ephraim Mehiriy do teftify and de-

clare?, that when the regular Troops fired upon our People at the

North Bridge in Concord, as related in the foregoing Depofitions,

they fhotone, and we belieye two, of our People, before we fired

^ fingle Gun at them.

Jofeph Butler,

Lexington i April 2 t^, ^775* JEphraim MelvinS^

Concord, April 2 7^, 1775.
«< I Timothy Minot, jun. of Concord, on the nineteenth Day of

this luftant, April, after that I had heard of the regular Troops
firing upon Lexingtonyitn, and fearing that Hoftilities might be

committed at Concord, thought it my incumbent Duty to fecure

my Family.—After I had fecured my Family, fom.e Time after

that, returning towards my own Dwelling, and finding that the

Bridge on the North Part of faid Concord was guarded by regular

Troops, being a Spectator of what had happened at faid Bridge,

declare, that the regular Troops ftatioued on faid Bridge, after

they faw the Men that were collefted on the Wefterly Side of faid

Bridge marched towards faid Bridge then the Troops returned

towards the Eafterly Side of faid Bridge and formed themfelves,

as I thought, for regular Fight : after that they fired one Gun,
then two or three m.ore, before the Men that were ftationed on the

Wefterly Part of faid Bridge fired upon them.

'Timothy Minot, jun.

Lexington, April 23, 1775.
*' I, James Barrett, ol Concord, Colonel of a Regiment of Mi-^

litia in the County ol Middlefex, do teftify and fay, that on Wednef'

day Morning laft, about Day break, I was informed of the Ap-
proach of a Number of the regular Troops to the Town of Con-

6>ord, where were fo'me Magazines belonging to this Province,

when
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when there was afiTembled fome of the Militia of this and the

neighbouring Towns, I ordered them to march to the North
Bridge (fo called) which they had paffed and were taking up. I

ordered faid Militia to march to faid Bridge and pafs the fame,

but not to fire on the King's Troops unlefs they were firll fired

upon. We advanced near faid Bridge, when the faid Troops
fired upon our Militia and killed two Men dead on the Spot, and
wounded feveral others, which w^s the firft Firing of Guns in the

Town of Concord: My Detachment then returned the FirCj

which killed and wounded feveral of the Icing's Troops.

James Barrett*'*

Lexington, April ^t^, I775«
** We, Bradbury Rohinfon, Samuel Springs Thaddeus Bancroft,

all of Concord ; and James Adajyis^ of Lexington, all in the Cojim-

ty of Middlefex, all of lawful Age, do teftify and fay, that on
Wednefday Morning laft, near ten of the Clock, we faw near one
hundred of the regular Troops, being in the Town oi Concord 2X,

the North Bridge in faid Town (fo called) and having paffed the
fame they were taking up faid Bridge, when about three hundred
qf our Militia were advancing toward faid Bridge, in Order ta

pafs faid Bridge, when, without faying any Thing to us, thev
difcharged a Number of Guns on us, which killed two Men dead
on the Spot, and wounded feveral others : when we returned the

Fire on them, which killed two of them and wounded feveral,

which was the Beginning of Hoftilities in the Town oi Concord,

Bradbury Rohinfon,

Samuel Spring,

Thaddeus Bancroft,

James Ada7ns^^

Worcefer, April 26, 177^.
«« Hajinah BradiJh, of that Part of Cambridge, called MenotO"

iny, and Daughter of Ti?nothy Paine, of WorceJier, in the County
of WorceJier, Efq; of lawful Age, teftifies and fays, That about
five o'clock on Wednefday laft. Afternoon, being in her Bed-
charnber, with her infant Child, about eight Days old, (he was
furprifed by the Firing of the King's Troops and our People, on
their Return from Concord. She being weak and unable to go
out of her Houfe, in Order to fecure herfelf and Family, they all

retired into the Kitchen, in the back Part of the Houfe. She
foon found the Houfe furrounded with the King's Troops ; that

upon Obfervation made, at leaft feventy Bullets were fhot into the

front Part of the Houfe ; feveral Bullets lodged in the Kitchen
were fhe was, and one paffed through an eafy Chair (he had juft

gone from. The Door of the front Part of the Houfe was broke
open ; (he did not fee any Soldiers in the Houfe, but fuppofed,

by the Noife, they were in the Front. After the Troops had
gonq
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gone off", fhe miffed the following Things, which, flie verily be-

lieves, were taken out of the Houfe by the King's Troops, viz.

©ne rich brocade Gown called a Negligee, one luteftring Gown,
one white Qiiilt, one Pair of brocade Shoes, three Shifts, eight

white Aprons, three Caps, one Cafe of ivory Knives and Forks,

and feveral other fmall Articles.

Hannah Bradifl?*^

Province of the'} „r /, n- a -i ^

Mafachufitts-Bay,l
W""'.fl<"-' ^- ^pr,l z6, 1775.

" Mrs. Hannah Bradijh, the above Deponent maketh Oath
before us, the Subfcribers, two of his Majtfly's Juftices of the

Peace for the County of Worcejier and of the Quorum, that the a-

bove Depofition, according to her befl Recollection, is the Truth.
Which Depofition is taken in ^erpetuam rei jjieimriam,

Thomas Steel,

Timothy Paine**

CoTicord, /Iprtl 23, i ']']$•

" 1 James Marr, of lawful Age, teftify and fay, that in the

Evening of the eighteefith Inllant, I received Orders from George

Hutchinfon, Adjutant of the fourth Regiment of the regular

Troops llationed at Bojton, to prepare and march : To which Or-

der T attended, and marched to Concord, where 1 was ordered by
an Officer with about one hundred Men, to guard a certain Bridge

there ; while attending that Service, a Number of People came a-

long, in Order, aslfuppofe, to crofs faid Bridge, at which Time
a Number of the regular Troops iirft fired upon them.

James Marr,

Medford, Jpril 2^, 1775.
" I, Ednxjard Thoroton Gould, of his Majefty's own Regiment

of Foot, being of lawful Age, do teftify and declare, that on the

Evening of the eighteenth Inftant, under the Orders of General

Gage, I embarked with the light Infantry and Grenadiers of the

Line, commanded by Colonel Smith, and landed on the Marfhes
||

of Cambridge, from whence we proceeded to Lexington ; on our

Arrival at that Place, we faw a Body of provincial Troops armed,

to the Number of about fixty or feventy Men, on our Approach

they difperfed and foon after firing began, but which Party fired

firft I cannot exactly fay, as our Troops rufhed on (houting, and

huzzaing, previous to the Firing, which was continued by our

Troops fo long as any of the Provincials were to be feen. From
thence we marched to Concord, on a Hill near the Entrance of the

Town, we faw another Body of Provincials aflembled, the light

Infantry Companies were ordered up the Hill to difperfe them

;

on our Approach they retreated towards Concord ; the Grenadiers

continued the Road under the Hill towards the Town. Six Com-
panies of light Infantry were ordered down to take Poffeflion of

th(i
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the Bridge which the Provincials retreated over ; the Company I

commanded was one, three Companies of the above Detachment

went forwards about two Miles ; in the mean Time the provincial

Troops returned, to the Number of about three or four hundred :

We drew up on the Concord Side of the Bridge, the Provincials

came down upon us, upon which we engaged and gave the firft

Fire : this was the firll Engagement after the one at Lexington : a

continued Firing from both Parties lafted through the whole Day;
I myfelf was wounded at the Attack of the Bridge, and am now
treated with the greatell Humanity, and taken all poffible Care of

"by the Provincials at Medford.

Ed'ward Thorofon Gould^ Lieut.

King's own Regiment.

Province ofMajfachufetfs-Bdy

^

7
Middlefex County, Jpril 2X,, 1775. 3

" Lieut. Thoroton Gouldy aforenamed, perfonally made Oath
to the Truth of the foregoing Declaration by him fubfcribed, be-

fore us,

Thad. Majfon, Jf^i^^ Johnfon, Simon Tufts, Jullices of the

Peace, for the County aforefaid, Riorum unus.

Province of Maffachufetfs-Bay, Charlejio'wn, ff,

" I, Nathaniel Gorham, Notary and Tabellion Public, by
lawful Authority duly admitted and fworn, hereby certify, to all

whom it doth or may concern. That Tkadeus Mafon^ Jofiah John-

fon, and Simon Tujts, Efqrs: are three of his Majefty's Juftices of

the VtdiCt (^oru77i unus) for the County of Middlefex ; and that

full Faith and Credit is, and ought to be given to their Tranfac-

tions as fuch, both in Court and out. In Witnefs whereof, I have

hereunto aSixed my Name and Seal, this tnventy-fxth Day of A-
pril, Aniio Dominiy one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-five.

Nathaniel Gorha7n. Notary Public." (L.S.)

(All the above Depofitions are fworn to before Juftices of the

Peace, and duly attefted by Notaries Public, in Manner of the

laft one.)

In Provincial Congrefs, Watertown, April 26, 1775.

To the Inhabit ANTS (j/^ Great-Britai N.

Friends and Fello'W Sabje^s,

«' Hostilities are at length commenced in this Colony br
the Troops under the Command of General Gage, and it beingr of

the greateft Importance, that an early, true, and authentic Ac-
count -of this inhuman Proceeding fhould be known to you, the

Congrefs of this Colony have tranfmitted the fame, and from want

of a Seffion of the Hon. Continental Congrefs, think it proper to

addrefs you on the alauming Occafion.

" B)r
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*' By the cleareft Depolitions relative to this Tranfa6lIon, it

will appear that on the Night preceding the nineteenth of April in-

ftant, a Body of the King's Troops, under the Command of Col.

S?nithy were fecretly landed at Camhridgei with an apparent De-
iign to takeordeftroy the Military and other Stores provided for

the Defence of this Colony, anddepofited ztCo?icord, That fome

Inhabitants of the Colony, on the Night aforefald, whilft travel-*

ling peaceably on the Road between Bofion and Concord, were feiz-

ed and greatly abufed by armed Men, who appeared to be Officers

of General Gage's Army, that the Town of Lexington by thefe

Means was alarmed, and a Company of the Inhabitants muftered

on the Occafion.—That the regular Troops, on their Way to Con-

cord^ marched into the faid Town of Lexington, and the faid

Company on their Approach began to difperfe.—That notwith-

itanding this, the Regulars rufhed on with great Violence and

firft; began Hoftlllties, by firing on faid Lexington Company,
whereby they killed eight and wounded feveral others.—That the

Regulars continued their Fire until thofe of faid Company, who
were neither killed nor wounded, had made their Efcape.-—That
Col. Smith with the Detachment then marched to Concord, where

a Number of Provincials were again fired on by the Troops, two
of them killed and feverkl wounded, before the Provincials fired

on them, and that thefe hofliie Meafures of the Troops produced

an Engagement that lafted through the Day, In which many of

ihe Provincials, and more of the regular Troops were killed and

wounded.
" To give a particular Account of the Ravages of the Troops,

as they retreated from Concord to Charlejio^un, would be very dif-

ficult, if not impraffcicable ; let it fuffice to fay, that a great

"Number of the Houfes on the Road were plundered and rendered

unfit for Ufe ; feveral were burnt ; Women in Child-bed were

driven, by the Soldiery, naked into the Streets ; old Men peace-

ably in their Houfes were fhot dead ; and fuch Scenes exhibited as

would difgrace the Annals of the molt uncivilized Nations.

" Thefe, Brethren, are Marks of minifterial Vengeance againfi:

this Colony, for refufing, with her Sifter Colonies, a Submiflion

to Slavery ; but they have not yet detached us from our Royal

Sovereign. We profefs to be his loyal and dutifiil Subjects, and

fo hardly dealt with as we have been are ftill ready, with our

Lives and Fortunes, to defend his Perfon, Family, Crown, and

Dignity. Nevcrthelefs, to the Perfecution and Tyranny of his

cruel Miniftry we will not tamely fubmit—appealing to Heaven

for the Juftice of our Caufe, we determine to die or be free.

" We cannot think that the Honour, WIfdom, and Valour of

Britons will fufFer them to be long inaftive SpeAators of Meafures)

in which they themfelves are fo deeply interefted.—Meafures pur-

fued in Oppcfition to the folemn ProtCits of many noble Lords,

and
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and expreffed Senfe of confpicuous Commoners, whofe Knowlege

and Virtue have long charaderized them as fome of the greatefl

Men in the Nation.—Meafures executing contrary to the Intereft,

Pciutions and Refolves of many large, refpeftable and opulent

Counties, Cities, and Boroughs in Great-Brita'm,—Meafures

hignly incompatible with Juilice, but ftill purfued with a fpecious

Prcf cnce of eafing the Nation of its Burthens.—Meafures, which

if fuccefsful, muft end ia the Ruin and Slavery of Britain, as

well as the perfecuted American Colonies.

" We lincerely hope, that the Great Sovereign of the Univerfe,

who hath fo often appeared for the Englifi Nation, will fupport

you in every rational and manly Exertion with thefe Colonies,

for having it from Ruin ; and that in a conilitutional Conneftioa

with the Mother Country, we (hall foon be altogether a free and

happy People.

Fer Order,

Joseph Warren, Frefident, P. 7*."

Ordered, That the Secretary have the above Depofitions and
the Addrefs to the Inhabitants of Great-Britain publifhed.

Resolved, N. C. D. That the Congrefs will on Monday
next refolve itfelf into a Committee of the Whole, to take into

Confideration the Stdittoi America.

Ordered, That the Letter from the Provincial Congrefs of

MaJJ'achufetts-Bay be referred to that Committee.

Adjourned till To-morrow at ten o'clock, and from thence to

Saturday.

Saturday, May 13, 1775.

The Congrefs met according to Adjournment.

The Congrefs being informed that Doftor hyman Ha// attend'

cd at the Door as a Delegate from the Parifh of St. Jo/>n^s, ia

the Colony of Georgia, and defired to know whether, as fuch, he

may be admitted to this Congrefs.

Agreed unanimously, That he be admitted as a Delegate

from the Parifh of St.. Jo})n\, in the Colony of Georgia, fubjedl

to fuch Regulations as the Congrefs fhall determine, relative to

his Voting.

Mr. hyman Ha// being accordingly admitted, produced his

Credentials, which were read and approved, and are as follows :

'" To the/)onourah/e Gentlemen of tlje Congress, dejigned to he

he/d at Phi\ade/p/)ia on May, A. D. 1775'

" T/)e Addrefs of the InJoahitants of the Parifh ofSt, John'^, in the

Province of Georgia.

" Gentlemen,
" To give a particular Detail of our many Struggles in the

Caufe of Liberty, the many Meetings thereby occafioned and

N held
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held in this Parifh, the Endeavours we have ufed to induce the

Reft of this Province to concur with us, the Attendance of our

Committee on the provincial Conventions held at Savarmah in this

Province, and particularly that of the i8th of January laft, with

their Proceedings, and the Reafons of our Diflent from them, we
think would be tedious to you, and therefore fend a fummary Ab-
llra6t, which, with the Account, that may be given by Lyman

Halh Efq; appointed a Delegate to reprefent and acl for this

Parifh in the General Continental Congrefs, to be held in May
next, and the Teftimonies of the Honourable Delegates from

South-Carolinai we hope will be fatisfaftory.

" Immediutely upon our being honoured with an Anfwer to

the Reprefentation of our Cafe tranfmitted to the Honourable

Congrefs, which fat at Philadelphia laft Year, with a Copy of the

Affociation there entered into, we had a Meeting, and our Pro-

ceedings then and fmcc that Time, will in brief appear from the

following Abftrafls of an Addrefs from this Parifh to the Qom-
rmttQt oiCQVYt{-gQiid.tnct'm Charles-Tpnvnt Squth^Carolina, which

is as follows ;
.

* Gentlemen,

* Herewith will be communicated to you, the feveral Steps

taken by this Parifh in their Endeavours to conform, as near as

poffible, to the Refolutions entered into by the other Colonies :

and the particular Meafures now adopted, for carrying into Exe-

cution the Continental Affociation, which we embraced the ear-

liefl Opportunity of acceding to, by fubfcribing it ; on Condition

that Trade and Commerce with the other Colonies be continued to

us the Subfcribers ; and thereupon fhould have immediately fent

to you for your Approbation and Indulgence, but were delayed

by a Summons to attend a Provincial Congrefs in Savannah, on

the i2>th.oi January laft, for the Purpofe, as we underftood, of a

general Affociation with the other Colonies, and chufing Dele-

gates : At which Time and Place we attended, and acquainted

the other Parifhes affembled on that Occafion, that we had alrea-

dy acceeded to the general Affociation, on Condition, as above-

mentioned, and earneftly requefted them to do the fame. Had
they acceeded fully to the general Affociation, we fhould have had
no Occafion to trouble you with this Addrefs ; but as they did

liot, we now apply to you, to admit us the Subfcribers to an Al-
liance with you, requefting that you will allow Trade and Com-
merce to be continvied to us, the fame to be conduced under fuch

Regulations and Reftriclions, as (hall be confiftent with the Con-
tinental Affociation, and which on our Part we engage wijth all

poflible Care to keep inviolate. As we of this Parifh are ^ Body
detached from the Reft (i. e. of this Province) by our Refolu-

tions, and fufficienlly diftinft by local Situation, large enough for

particular
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particular Notice, adjoining a particular Port, and in that Re-

fpe£l, capable of conforming to the general AITociation, if con-

ne6led with you, with the fame Fidelity as a diftant Parifh of

your own Province ; we mull be confidered as comprehended

within the Spirit and equitable Meaning of the Continental A-lTo-

ciation, and hope you will not condemn the Innocent with the

Guilty, efpecially when a due Separation is made between them.

« Give us Leave to add only, that we wait your Anfwer, fhall

be glad of your Advice, and are, with Efteem,
' Gentlemen,

* Yours, &c.*

Sf. John\, gtn
February i 1775. 3

To ^vhich 1VC received the follo'wing Anfwer,
' Gentlemen,

* Your Letter, accompanying fundry Papers, having been laid

before a very full Committee of this Colony, and undergone the

moll mature Deliberation : I am by their Deiire to acquaint

you, that they have the higheft Senfe of your arduous Struggles

in favour of the common Canfe oi America', and moll fmcerely

lament your prefent unhappy Situation : But would recommend a

Continuance of your laudable Exertions, and the laying a State

of your Cafe before the enfuing Continental Congrefs, as the

only Means of obtaining Relief, and to put you in the Situation

you wifh, which this Committee apprehend to be entirely out of

their Power to do ; as it is their Opinion, that the Parifli of St»

John, being a Part of the Colony of Georgia (which, by not ac-

ceeding to, has violated the Continental 'AITociation) falls under

the 14th Article of the faid AITociation, no Part of which any

Committee can prefume to do away, &c.'

<' Upon the Receipt of this Anfwer, It was ferioufly confidered

in what Manner to conduct In the prefent Situation ; and propofed

whether we fhould immediately break oif all Connexion and Com-
merce with Savannah and all other Inhabitants of this Province,

who have not fully acceeded to the Continental Afibciation.

" It was confidered, that as we were denied Commerce with

any other Colony, and but one Merchant among us confiderable

for dry Goods had figned our Aflbciatlon, and he Infufiiclent for

a prefent Supply, and we utterly unable at prefent to procure

Materials or Manufaftures for Cloathing among ourfelves, we
muft, by fuch a Refolutlon become extremely miferable ; it was
therefore concluded, that till we could obtain Trade and Com-
merce with fome other Colony, it isabfolutely neceflary to con-

tinue it In fome Refpe6ls with our own, and determined that it be
carried on under the following Regulations.

" 1. That none of us fhall directly or indirectly purchafe any
Slave imported at iS'<2Z'^/^«<2/', (large Numbers of which we under-

ftand
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-ftand are there expedled,) till the S^pfe of the Congrefs fliall he
made known to us.

" 2. That we will not trade at all witla any Merchant at Sa-

vanna/} or elfewhere, that will not join in our aiToGiating Agree-

ment, otherwife than under the Infpe6lion of a Committee for

that Purpofe appointed, and for fuch things only as they fhall

judge neceffary, and when they fhall think there are neceffary

Reafons for fo doing.
*' A Committee was then nominated, and appointed to fit week-

ly on Thiirfdays, for the Purpofes aforefaid.

" It was then refolved that a Delegate be fent from this Parifh

to the Congrefs, to be held at Philadelphia in May next, and that

Tuefday the 2 ift of March be appointed for chufmg one.

*' On the faid 21ft oi March ^ at a full Meeting, Lyman Hall,

Efq; was unanimoufly chofen to reprefent and a6l for the Inhabi-

tants of this Parifli, as a Delegate, at the general Congrefs to be

held in Philadelphia in May next, who are determined faithfully^

to adhere to, and abide by, the determination of him and the o-

ther honourable Members of the fame.

Signed by order efthe InhahitantSy

^j; Daniel Roberts, and Hventy others

^

Members ofthe Committee^'*

Mid'vjayy St. Johifs Pari/J?^ in the Province ofGeorgia,

\ph April, A. D. 1775."

A Petition from the County of Frederic, in Virginia, addreffed

to the Congrefs, was prefented and read.

Agreed, That it be referred to the Committee onMondaycr.

Adjourned till Moitda'y at nine o'clock.

Monday, May 1551775.

The Congrefs met according to adjournment.

Befides thofe who met at the opening of the Congrefs, the foT-

lowino- Members attended; from Nenv-Tork, Mr. jay, Mr. Wifner,

Mr. Schuyler, Mr. Clinton, Mr. Morris, and Mr. R. R, Livingfton;

{rom Pennjj'lvania, Mr, Wilfoni from Maryland, Islv, Stone, 'dud.

Mr. Coldjlooroiigh.

Upon Motion^ Agreed, That the Secretary be allowed to em-

ploy Timothy ?/!atlack as a Clerk, he having firft taken an Oath or

Affirmation to keep fecret the Tranfactions of the Congrefs, that

mr.y be entrufted to him, or may come to his Knowledge.

The City and County of Nenx)-Tork having, through the De-

legates of that Province, applied to Congrefs for Advice how to

condud themfelves with regard to the Troops expelled there, the

Congrefs took the matter into confideration. During their deli-

berations, it became neceffary to take the opinion of the Congrefs

by Colonies, upon which a Queftion arofe, whether the Dele-

gate from the Parifh of St. John's,'m the Colony of Georgia, could

be

k
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be admitted to Vote. After fome debate on this Quedion, the

Delegate from tliat Parifh arofe, and after obferving, that the pve-

fent diftrefsful Situation of American Affairs had induced a neceffi-

ty of this Congreis, which was compofed of Delegates reprefent-

injy whole Colonies ; that as he did not reprefent a Colony, but

only a part, he did not infill on giving a Vote as a Colony, but

was contented to hear and alfill in the Debates, and to ^ive his

Vote in all Cafes, except when the Sentiments of the Congrefs

were taken by Colonies.

The Congrefs then refumed the confideration of the Matter re-

ferred to them ; during the Debate Samuel Ward, Efq. one of the

Delegates from Rhode- IJland, appeared and produced his Creden-

tials, which bemg read, were approved, and are as follows :

/ r ^ \ By the Honourable the General AJfemhlj ofthe Englifh

vj^ Colony f?/' Rhode- liland, and Providence Plantations,

171 New-England, in America.

to the Eon. Stephen Hopkins, -£y^. and the Hon. Samuel Ward,Efq,
Greeting.

Whereas the General AffembJy of the Colony aforefaid, have
nominated and appointed you, the faid Stephen Hopkins- and Samu"
el Ward, to reprefent the People of this Colony in a General Con-
grefs of Reprefentatives from this and the other Colonies, to be
holden in the City of Philadelphia, and there in behalf of this Co-
lony, to'meet and join with the Commiffioners or Delegates from
the other Colonies, in confulting upon proper Meafures to obtain

a repeal of the feveral A61;s of the Britijh Parliament, forlevyin;^

Taxes upon his Majeity's Subjects in America without their confent

;

and upon proper Meafures to eftabliih the Rights and Liberties of
the Colonies upon a juft and folid Foundation, agreeable to the

Inilruftions given you by the General Alfembly;

By Virtue of an Aft of the General Affembly, I Henry Ward,
Efq; Secretary of the faid Colony, have hereunto fet my Hand
and affixed the. Seal of the faid Colony, \.hh /eventh Day of Tlf^r,

A. D. 1775, and in tho: fifteenth Year of the Reign of his moil
facred Majelly George the Third, by the Grace of God, King of
Great-Britain, &c.

(Signed) Henry Ward.
The Matter under Confideration being refumed, the Congrefs
Resolved, That it be recommended, for the Prefent, to the

Inhabitants of A^'^^w Tork, that if the Troops, which are expe<5led,

fhould arrive, the faid Colony a6l on the Defenhve, fo long as

may be confillent with their Safety and Security ; that the
Troops be permitted to remain in the Barracks, fo lonp- as the^r

behave peaceably and quietly, but that they be not fuffered to e-

reft: Fortifications, or take any fteps for cutting off the Communi-
cation between the Town and Cowntry, and that if they commit
Hoftilities or invade private Property, the Inhabitants fhould de-

fend
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fend themfelves and their Properly^ and repel Force by Force
;

that the warlike Stores be removed from the Town ; that Places

of Retreat, in Cafe of Neceflity, be provided for the Women and
Children of Nenv-York ; and that a fiifficient Number of Men be

embodied, and kept in conftant Readinefs for protefting the In-

habitants from Infult and Injury.

Two Memorials, one from Sa?mtel Shoemaker, the other front

James and Drinker, Merchants of this City, refped:ing fomc
Cargoes purchafed by them and intended for Nenvfoundland, but

which are Hopped by the Committee of this City, were laid before

the Congrefs and read, and ordered to lie on the Table.

Upon Motion, Resolved, That Mr. Wajlnngton, Mr.
'Lynch, Mr. S. Adarns, and the Delegates from Nenv-Tork, be a

Committee to confider what Pofts are neceffary to be occupied in

the Colony of Ne<w-Tork, and that they be defired to report as

fpeedily as pollible*

Resolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow refolve itfelf

into a Committee of the whole, to take into Confideration the

State o£ America,

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, May i6, 1775.

The Congrefs met according to Adjournment.

A Memorial from Robert and Joh?i Murray, of Nenu-Tork, was
laid before the Congrefs and read.

Ordered, To lie on the Table.

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congrefs refolved it-

felf into a Committee of the whole, to take into Confideration the

State of America ; after fome Time fpent therein, the Prefident

refumed the Chair, and Mr. Tilghman reported from the Commit-
tee, that they had taken the Matter referred to them into Confide-

tion, but not having come to any Refolution, delired him to move
for Leave to fit again.

Resolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow again refolve

itfelf into a Committee of the whole, to take into their farther

Confideration the State of America.

Adjourned till to-morrow at twelve o'Clock.

Wednesday, May 17, 1775.

The Congrefs met according to adjournment, and the order of

the Day being pollponed till to-morrow
;

Upon Motion, Resolved unanimously. That all exportati-

ons to Quebec, Nova-Scotia, the Ifland of St* Johns, Nenvfound-

land, Georgia, except the Parifh of ^1. John\, and to Eaji and

Weji Florida, immediately ceafe, and that no Provifion of any kind,

or other Neceffaries b? furnifhed to the Briti/J? fiiheries on the

jimericaji Coails, until it be otherwife determined by the Congrefs.

Ordered,
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Ordered, That this be publifhed immediately.

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock.
,

Thursday, May 18, 1775.

The Congrefs met according to adjournment.

The Hon. Stephen Hopkins, Efq; from Rhode-IJlaitd, and Fa^
trick Henry y Efq; from Virginia, attended and took their Seats iii

Congrefs.

Upon Motion, Resolved, That the Rules of Conduct to be

obferved in debating and determining Quellions, laid down by the

Jaft Congrefs, be adopted and obferved by the prefent Congrefs.

The Prefident laid before the Congrefs fome important Intelli-

gence he received laft Night by Exprefs, relative to the furprizing

and taking of Ticonderoga, by a Detachment from Majfachitfetts-

Bay and Connedicuf, which was read.

Upon Motion, Agreed, That Mr. Bro'wn who brought the

Exprefs be called in : After he withdrew, the Congrefs taking into

confideration the Letters and Intelligence communicated to them;

Resolved, Whereas there is indubitable Evidence, that a de-

fign is formed by the BritiJJ? Miniftry, of making a cruel Invalir

on from the Province of ^lehec upon thefe Colonies, for the Pur-

pofe of deftroying our Lives and Liberties, and fome fteps have

a£l;ually been taken to carry the faid Defign into Execution ; and
whereas feveral Inhabitants of the northern Colonies, refidinor in

the Vicinity oiiiconderoga, and imrnediately expofedto Incurfions,

impelled by a jufl Regard for the defence and prefervation of
themfelves and their Countrymen from fuch imminent Dangers
and Calamities, have taken poffeffion of that Poll, in which was
lodged a Qu_antity of Cannon and Military Stores, that would cer-

tainly have been ufed in the intended Invafion of thefe Colonies

;

this Congrefs earnellly recommend it to the Committees of the

Cities and Counties of Neijj-York and Alha7ty, immediately to caufe

the faid Cannon and Stores to be removed from Ticonderoga to the

fouth end of Lake George ; and, if neceffary, to apply to the Colo-
nies of Nenv-Hampfhire, Maffachufetts-Bay , aud ConneSiicut, for

fuch an additional Body of Forces as will be fufficient to eftablifli

a ftrong Poll at that Place, and efFe6lually to fecure faid Cannon
and Stores, or fo many of them as it may be judged proper to keep
there.—And that an exa6l Inventory be taken of all fuch Cannon
and Stores, In order that they may be fafely returned, when the

reftoration of the former Harmony between Great-Britain and
thefe Colonies, fo ardently wifhed for by the latter, fliall render

it prudent and confiftent with the over-ruling Law of Self-prefer-

vation.

Resolved, That this Congrefs will to morrow refolve itfelf into

a Committee of the whole, to take into their farther confideration

the Hate oi America.^

Adjoiirncd
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Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock.

Friday, May ig. 1775.

The Congrefs met according to adjournment.

The Committee appointed to conlider what Pofts are neceflary

to be occupied in the Colony of JVenv-Torky and by what number

of Troops it will be proper they fhould be guarded, brought in

their report, which being read, was referred to the Committee of

the whole.

Agreeable to the Order of the Day the Congrefs refolved them-

felves into a Committee of the whole, to take into conlideration

the Hate of America, and continued to do fo from Day to Day,
till Wednefday the 24th, on which Day the Hon. Peyton Randolph.^

Prefident, being under a neceffity of.returning Home, and having

fet out this Morning early, the Chair was Vacant, whereupon.

On Motion, The Hon. John Hancock^ Efq. was unanlmoufly

chofen Prefident.

The Congrefs then refolved themfelves into a Committee of the

xvhole, to take into conlideration the ftate of America^ and repeat-

ed the fame on the Day following.

Friday, May 26, 1775.

The Congrefs being met according to adjournment, one of the

Delegates from Ne^-Jerfey laid before them a Minute from the

Journals of the Affembly of that Colony, together with a refolu-

tion of the Commons of Great-Britainy which were read as fol-

lows :

New-Jersey, Houfe of Ajfemhlyy May 20, I775«

" His Excellency having laid before the Houfe a Copy of the

'* Refolutlon of the honourable Houfe of Commons of Great-

" Britain^ of the 20th of February, 1775, containing a Plan

*' formed for the accommodation of the unhappy Differences be-^

" tween our Parent State and the Colonies ; which Plan, under

** the prefent Circumflances, this Houfe could not comply with

" and adopt, and yet this Houfe being defirous of making ufe of

" all proper Means to effecl a Reconciliation, do recommend it to

*' their Delegates to lay the fame Plan before the Continental

' Congrefs for their confideration."

A true Copyfrom the Journals,

Richard Smith, Clerk of AJJemhly.

Copy of a Refolutlon of the Houfe of Commons, February 20,

1775-
" Resolved, That 'when the Governor, Council, and AJfejnblyy

" or General Court of ajiy of his Majeflys Provinces or Colonies in

" America, foall propofe to ?uake Provijion according to the conditi-

*^ on, circumfances, and fituations offuch Province or Colony, for

•" contributing their Proportion for the common Defence^ (fuch pro-

« portion
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^ porthfi to he ralfed under the authority of the General Court or

** Getieral AJfemhly offuch Province or Colony ^ and difpofahle by Par-
" liamenty) ai^idJl:)all engage to make Provijion alfo for the Support
" ofthe Civil Goverm?ienti ^nd the adminijiration of fufice in fuch
*' Province or Colony ^ it nvill be proper^ [ff'-^h Propofalfhall he ap~

*' proved by his Majejly and the tnuo Houfes of Parliament y and for
** fo long asfuch Provijionfloall be made accordingly, toforbear, in

** refpe^i offuch Province or Colony, to levy any Duty, Tax, or Jf
^^ fejfment, except only fuch Duties as it may be expedient to continue

*' to levy or to impofefor the Regulation of Commerce^ the neat Pro-
*^ duce of the Duties laji" mentioned, to be carried to the Account of
" fuch Province or Colony refpe£iively^'*

Ordered, That the above be referred to the Committee fbi*

taking into conlideration the ftate of America,

The Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a Committee of the whole,

to take into confideration the ftate of America ; after fome time

fpent therein the Prelident refumed the Chair, and Mr. Ward re-

ported from the Committee that they had come to fome Refolu-

tions which he was defired to report, but not having finished the

Bufinefs, deiired him to move for leave to fit ao^ain.

The report from the Committee being read, the Congrefs came
into the following Refolutions.

Resolved UNANIMOUSLY, That his Majefty's moll faithful

SubieCls in thefe Colonies are reduced to a danp-erous and critical

Situation, by the attempts of the Britif? Miniftry to carry into

Execution, by force of Arms, feveral unconititutional and oppref-

five A6ls of the Britifh Parliament for laying Taxes in America ;

to enforce the collection of thofe Taxes, and for altering and

changing the Conftitution and internal Police of fome of thefe

Colonies, in violation of the natural and civil Rights of the Co-
lonills.

Hoftilities being a£lually commenced in the Mafaclmfetts-Bay,

by the Britifh Troops under the command of General Gage, and
the lives of a Number of the Inhabitants of that Colony deftroyed,

the Town 01 Bofon having not only been long occupied as a gar-

rifoned Town in an Enemy's Country, but the Inhabitants thereof

treated with a feverity and cruelty not to be juftilied even tovi^ards

declared Enemies ; large re-inforcements too being ordered and

foon expelled, for the declared Purpofe of compelling- thefe Colo-

nies to fubmit to the operation- of the faid A6ts ; that therefore, for

the exprefs Purpofe of fecuring and defending thefe Colonies, and

preferving them in Safety againfl all Attempts to carry the faid

A£ls into Execution by force of Arms, thefe Colonies be imme-
diately put into a ftate of Defence.

But, as we moft ardently wifh for a reftoration of the Plarmony
formerly fubfifting between our Mother Country and thefe Colo-

nies, the iiUerruption of which muft, at all events, be exceedingly

O injurious
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Injurious to both Countries, that with a fincere Defign of contrr-

buting by all the Means in our Power,, not incompatible with a
jull Regard for the undoubted Rights and true Interefts of thefc

Colonies, to the promotion of this moll delireable Reconciliation,

an humble and dutiful Petition be prefented to his Majefty.

Resolved, That Meafures be entered into for opening a Ne-
gociation, in order to accommodate the unhappy Difputes fubfift-

ing between Great-Britain and thefe Colonies, and that this be
made a Part of the Petition to the King,

Resolved unanimously. That the Militia o£ Nenv-Tork be
armed and trained, and in conftant readinefs to a6l at a Moment's
warning ; and that a Number ofMen be immediately embodied and
kept in that City, and fo difpofed of as to give Proteftion to the
Inhabitants, in cafe any Infult fhould be offered by the Troops,
that may land there, and to prevent any Attempts that may be
made to gain PolTeffion of the City, and interrupt its intercourfe

with the Country.

Resolved unanimously, That it be recommended to the
Provincial Convention at Neiv-Tork, to perfevcre the more vigour-
fly in preparing for their Defence, as it is very uncertain whether
the earneft Endeavours of the Congrefs, to accomodate the unhap-

py Differences between Great-Britain and the Colonies, by con-
ciliatory Meafures, will be fuccefsful.

Upon Motion, Agreed, That Mr. Jay, Mr. S.Adams, and
Mr. Dea?ie, be a Committee to prepare and bring in a Letter to
the People of Canada.

Resolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow again refolve

itfelf into a Committee of the whole, to take into farther con-
fideration the ftate of A^nerica.

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock.

Saturday, May 27, 1775%

The Congrefs met according to adjournment.

The Prefident laid before the Congrefs a Letter from the Con-
tention of Nenu-Jerfey, which was read, and. referred to the Com-
mittee of the whole.

Information being given, that there is a Gentleman in Town who
C^ give a full and juft Account of the ilate of Affairs in Canada,

Ordered, That he be introduced, which was done.

The Committee appointed to draught a Letter to the Inhabi-

tants of Canada, brought in the Letter, which was read, and af-

ter fome debate, re-committed to the fame Committee.
Upon Motion, Agreed, That Mr. Wafloington, Mr. Schuyler^

Mr. Mifflin, Mr. Deane, Mr. Morris, and Mr. S. Ada?m, be a

Committee, to confider on ways and means to fupply thefe Colo-
nies with Ammunition and Military Stores.

Upon Motion, The Memorial of Robert Murray and John Mur-
ray,



May, 177^* 107

f^^, " defiring to be reftored to their former fituation with refpeft

to their Commercial Privileges," was taken into confideration, and

after fome time fpent thereon.

Resolved, That where any Perfon hath been or fhall be ad-

judged by a Committee, to have violated the Continental Aflbcia-

tion, and fuch offender fhall fatisfy the Convention of the Colony,

where the Offence was or fliall be committed, or the Committee

of th<e Parifh of St. John^ in the Colony of Georgia^ if the Offence

be committed there, of his Contrition for his Offence, and fmcere

Refolution to conform to the Affociation for the futm-e, the faid

Convention, or Committee of the Parifh of St. John% aforefaid,

may fettle the Terms upon which he may be reftored to the favour

and forgivenefs of the Public, and that the Terms be publifhed.

Ordered, That this be made Public.

Re solved, That the Order of the Day be poflponed till Monday.

Adjourned till Monday at nine o'clock.

Monday, May 29, 1775-

The Congrefs met according to adjournment.

The Committee to whom the Letter to the Inhabitants ofi^^-

n&da was re-committed, brought in the fame, which was read and

approved, and is as follows :

To the opprejfed Inhabitants of Canada.

Friends mid Countrymen^

Alarmed by the defigns of an arbitrary Miniftry to extirpate

the Rights and Liberties of all America y a fenfe of common Dan-
ger confpired with the Di6:ates of Humanity, in urging us to call

your Attention, by our late Addrefs, to this very important

Objea.
Since the conclufion of the late War, we have been happy in

confidering you as Fellow Subjedis, and from the Commencement
of the preffent Plan for fubjugating the Continent, we have viewed

you as Fellow- Sufferers with us. As we were both entitled by
the Bounty of an indulgent Creator to Freedom, and being both

devoted by the cruel Edi^s of a defpotic Adrainiflration, to

common Ruin, jwe perceived the fate of the Proteftant and Ca-

tholic Colonies to be flrongly linked together, and therefore in-

vited you to join with us in refolving to be Free, and in rejefting,

with Difdain, the Fetters of Slavery, however artfully polifhed.

We moft fincerely condole with you on the arrival of that Day,

in the courfe of which, the Sun could not fhine on a fingle Free-^

man in all your extenfive Dominion. Be affured that your un-

merited Degradation has engaged the mofl unfeigned Pity of your

filler Colonies ; and we flatter ourfelves you will not, by tamely

bearing the Yoke, fuffer that Pity to be fupplantedby Contempt.

When hardy Attempts are made to deprive Men of Rights be-

itowed bj the Almighty, when Avenues are cut through the mofl

folemn
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folemn Compadls for the admiffion of Defpotifm, when th

plighted Faith of Government ceafes to give Security to dutiful

Subjects, and cwhen the infidious Stratagems and Manoeuvres of

Peace become more terrible than the fangulnary Operations of

War, it is high time for them to affert thoie Rights, and, with

honeft Indignation, oppofe the Torrent of Oppreflion rufhing in

upon them.

By t!ie Introduftion of your prefent Form of Government, or

rather prefent Form of Tyranny, you and your Wives and your

Children are made Slaves. You have nothing that you can call

your own, and all the Fruits of your Labour and Induftry may
be taken from you, whenever an avaricious Governor and a rapa-

cious Council may incline to demand them. You are liable by their

Edidls to be tranfported into foreign Countries to fight Battles in

which you have no Intereft, and to fpill your Blood in Conflicts

from which neither Honour nor Emolument can be derived: Nay,

the enjoyment of your very Religion, on the prefent Syftem, de-

pends on a Legiflature in which you have no Share, and over

which you have no Controul, and your Priefts are expofed to Ex-
pulfion, Baniihment, and Ruin, whenever their Wealth and Pof-

leilions furnifh fufficient Temptation. They cannot be fure that

a virtuous Prince will always fill the Throne, and (hould a wicked

or a carelefs King concur with a wicked Minillry in extracting

the Treafure and Strength of your Country, it is impoffible to con-

ceive to what variety and to what extremes of wretchednefs you

may, under the prefent Eftablifhment, be reduced.

We are informed you have already been called upon to wafte

.your Lives in a Conteft with us. Should you, by complying in

this Inftance, aflent to your new Eftablifhment, and a War break

out with France^ your Wealth and your Sons may be fent to perifh

in expeditions againft their Iflands in the Weji-Tndies^

It cannot be prefumed that thefe confiderations will have no

weight with you, or that you are fo loft to all fenfe of Honour.

We can never believe that the prefent Race of Cajiadians are fo de-

generated as to pofTefs neither the Spirit, the Gallantry, nor the

Courage of their Anceftors. , You certainly will not permit the

infamy and difgrace of fuch Pufillanimity to reft on your own
Jleads, and the confequences of it on your Children forever.

We for our Parts are determined to live free or not at all, and

are refolved that Pofterity fhall never reproach us with having

brought Slaves into the World.
Permit us again to repeat that we are your Friends, not your

Enemies, and be not impofed upon by thofe who may endeavour

to create Animofities. The taking of the Fort and Military Stores

at Ticonderoga and Crony^fi-Po'mt^ and the armed Veffels on the

Lake, was dictated by the great Law of Self-prefervation. They
.were intended to annoy us, and to cut off that friendly Intercourfe

and
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and Communication, which has hitherto fubfifted between you and

us. We hope it has given you no uneafinefs, and you may rely

on our Affurances, that thefe Colonies will purfue no Meafures

whatever, but fuch as Friendfhip and a regard for our mutual

Safety and Intereft may Suggeft.

As our concern for your Welfare entitles us to your Friendfhip,

we prefume you will not, by doing us Injury, reduce us to the dif-

agreeable Neceflity of treating you as Enemies.

We yet entertain Hopes of your uniting with us in the Defence
of our common Liberty, and there is yet reafpn to believe, that

fhould we join in imploring the attention of our Sovereign, to the

unmerited and unparalelled Oppreffions of his American Subjects,

he will at length be undeceived, and forbid a licentious MiniHry
any longer to riot in the Ruins of the Rights of Mankind.

Ordered, That the above Letter be fignedby the Prefident.

Ordered, That Mr. Dickinjln and Mr. Mifflin be a Committee
to get the Letter tranflated into tht French Language, and to have
one thoufand Copies of it, fo tranflated, printed, in order to be
fent to Canada^ and difperfed among the Inhabitants there.

Upon Motion, Resolved, That no Provifions or Neceflarics of

any kind be exported to the Ifland of Nantucket, except from the

Colony of Majachufetts-Bay, the Convention of which Colony is

defired to take Meafures for efFe6lually providing the faid Ifland,

upon their application to purchafe the fame, with as much Provi-

fion, as fliall be ne(;:effary for its internal Ufe and no more.

The Congrefs deeming it of great Importance to North Amerl-
ca, that the Britijh Fifliery fliould not 'be furniflied with Provili-

ons from the Continent through Natituckut^- ^diXXit'^-^ recommend
a vigilant Execution of this Refolveto all Committees.

Ordered, That the above Refolve be immediatelyjiubliflied.

As the prefent critical Situation of the Colonies renders-tt^iijvh-

ly neceflary that Ways and Means fliould be devifed for the fpeedy

and fecure conveyance of Intelligence from one end of the Conti-

nent to the other.

Resolved, That Mr. Franklin, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Lee, Mr. Wil-

ling, Mr. S. j4danis, and Mr. P. Livi?igJion, be a Committee to

confider the beft Means of eftablifliing Poils for conveying Letters

arjd Intelligence through this Continent.

Resolved, That the order of the Day be poftponed till to-

morrow.

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock.

Tuesday, May 7^0, 1775.

The Congrefs met according to adjournment.

A Member Informed the Congrefs, that a Gentleman juft ar-

rived from London> had brought with him a Paper, which he fays

he received from Lord Norths and which was written, at the defire

of
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of his Lordfliip, by Mr. Grey Cooper, Under-Secretary to the

Treafury, and as the Gentleman underllood it to be his Lordfhip's

defire that it fliould be communicated to the Congrefs, for that

Purpofe he had put it into his Hands. The Member farther ob-

ferved, that he had fhewn the Paper to a Member near him, who
<vas well acquainted with the Hand-writing of Mr. Cooper^ and

that he verily believes the Paper was written by Mr. Cooper^

The Paper being read, is as follows :

" T HA T it is earneitly hoped by all the real Friends of the

Americans, that the Terms exprefied in the Refolution of the

20th of February laft, will be accepted by all the Colonies, who
have the leaft Affetlion for their King and Country, or a juft Senfc

of their own Intereft.

" That thefe Terms are honorable for Great-Britain and fafc

for the Colonies.

" That if the Colonies are not blinded by Faction, thefe Terms
will remove every Grievance relative to Taxation, and be the Balis

of a Compaft between the Colonies and the Mother-Country.
" That the People in America ought, on every Ccnlideration,

to be fatioiied with them.
" That no further Relaxation can be admitted.
" The Temper and Spirit of the Nation are fo much againft

Conceffions, that if it v/ere the Intention of Adminiflration, they

could not carry the Queftion.

" But Adminiflration have no fuch Intention, as they are fully

and firmly perfuaded, that further Conceffions would be injurious

to the Colonies as well as to Great-Britain,

" That there is not the leaft Probability of a Change of Ad-
miniftration.

*' That they are perfectly united in Opinion, and determined

to purfue the moft effedlual Meafures, and to ufe the whole Force

of the Kingdom, if it be found neceffary, to reduce the rebellious

and refraftory Provinces and Colonies.

" There is fo great a Spirit in the Nation againft the Congrefs,

that the People will bear the temporary Diftreifes of a Stoppage

of the A7nerican Trade.
** They may depend on this to be true."

Ordered, To lie on the Table.

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congrefs refolved it-

felf into a Committee of the whole, to take into Confideration

the State of America, and continued fo to do the Day following,

when after fome Time, the Prefident refumed the Chair, and Mr.

Ward reported from the Committee, that they had proceeded in

the Bufmefs, but not having come to a Conclufion, defired him to

move for Leave to fit again.

Resolved, That this Congrefs will To-morrow again refolve

itfelf
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itfelf into a Committee of the Whole to take into their farther

Confideration the State of America,

A Letter from Col. Arnold^ dated Cro^n-Point, May 23,

^775' '^^^ ^^^^ before the Congrefs, informing that he had certain

Intelligence, that " on the 19th there were then four hundred

Regulars at St. Johri^y making all poffible Preparation to crofs

the Lake, and expefted to be joined by a Number of Indians^

with a Delisjn of rc-taking Crown-Point and Ticonderoga^^ and

earneftly calling for a Reinforcement and Supplies. This Letter

being taken into Confideration,

Resolved, That the Governor oi Conneiiicut be requefted

immediately to fend a ftrong Reinforcement to the Garrifons of

Cromin-Point and Ticonderoga, and that fo many of the Cannon

and other Stores be retained as may be neceffary for the immediate

Defence of thofe Polls, until further Order from this Congrefs,

and that the Provincial Convention of Neiv-Tork be informed of

this Refolve, and defired to furniOi thofe Troops with Provifions

and other neceffary Stores, and to take effetlual Care that a fuffi-

clent Number of Batteaus be immediately provided for the Lakes.

Ordered, That the above Refolve be immediately tranfrnitted

in a Letter by the Prefident to Governor Trimihidl and the Con-
vention at Nenv-York.

Ordered, That the Prefident in his Letter acquaint Gover-

nor Trumbull that it is the Defire of the Congrefs that he fhould

appoint a Perfon, in whom he can confide, to command tku?

Forces at Cronun-Point and Ticonderoga,

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock.

Thursday, June i, 1775,

The Congrefs met according to Adjournment.

The Committee appointed to confider Ways and Means to fup-

ply thefe Colonies with Ammunition and Military Stores, brought

in their Report, which was read and referred to the Committee
of the whole.

Upon Motion, Resolved, That it be recomm.ended to the

Government oi Conne^iicut, or the General of the Forces of that

Colony, to appoint Comraiffarles to receive at Albany and forward

the Supplies of Provifions ^r for the Forces on Lake Champlaln^

from the Provincial Convention of Nenv-York^ and that the fald

Convention ufe their utmoft Endeavours in facilitating and aiding

the Tranfportation thereof from thence to where the laid Commif-
farles may direft.

As this Congrefs has nothing more in View than the Def.;nce

_of thefe Colonies,

Resolved, That no Expedition or Incurfion ought to be un-

dertaken or made, by any Colony or Body of Colonifla, agalnfh

or
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or into CaJiada ; and that this Refolve be immediately tranfmitted

to the Commander of the Forces at Ticonderoga.

Ordered, That the above Refolve be tranflated into the French

Language, and tranfmitted, with the Letter to the Inhabitants

of Canada.

Ordered, That the Prefident tranfmit a Copy of the above

to Neixj-T&rk, and the other Colonies bordering on Canada,

A Petition from the Committee reprefenting the People in

that Part of Augufta County, in the Colony of Virginia ^ on the

Weft Side of the Allegheny y[.o\XTv\.2iir\^ was laid before the Con-*

grefs and read, intimating " Fears of a Rupture with the Indians

on Account of Lord Dun?mre\ Condu£l," and defiring " Com-
miflioners from the Colony of Virginia and Province of Pennjylva-

niay to attend a Meeting of the /Wi^^j- at Pittjburgy on Behalf of

thefe Colonies."

Ordered, That the above be referred to the Delegates of the

Colonies of Virginia and Pennjylvania.

The Congrefs then, agreeable to the Order of the Day, refol-

ved itfelf into a Committee of the whole, to take into Coniidera-

tion the State of America, and after fome Time fpent therein the

Prefident refumed the Chair, and Mr. JVard reported from the

Committee, that they had taken the Matters referred to them into

Confideration, but not having yet come to a Conclufion, delired

him to move for Leave to fit again.

Resolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow again refolve

itfelf into a Committee of the whole, to take into their farther

Confidf*-ation the State of America.

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock.

Friday, June 2, 1775.

The Congrefs met according to Adjournment.

The Prefident laid before the Congrefs a Letter from the Pro*

vincial Convention of Ma[fachufetts-Bay y dated May 16, which

was read, fetting forth the Difficulties they labour under for want

of a regular Form of Government, and as they and the other Co-

lonies are now compelled to raife an Army to defend themfelves

from the Butcheries and Devailations of their implacable Enemies,

which renders it ftill more neceflary to have a regular eftablifhed

Government, requefting the Congrefs to favour them with " ex-

plicit Advice refpeding the taking up and exercifing the Powers

of civil Government," and declaring their Readinefs to " fubmit

to fuch a general Plan as the Congrefs may diretl for the Colonies,

or make it their great Study to ellablifh fuch a Form of Govern-

ment there, as fhall not only promote their Advantage, but the

Union and Intereft of all America.^'

Ordered, To lie on the Table for farther Confideration.

i
Dodor
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P odiOY Benjamin Church being direfted by the Convention o£

Majfachiifetts-Bay ^ to confer with the Congrefs refpefting fucli

other Matters, as may be neceffary to the Defence of that Colony

and particularly the State of the Army therein

;

Ordered, That he be introduced.

After he withdrew, an Exprefs arriving with Difpatches froni

Majfachufeffs-Baji the Prefident laid before the Congrefs Letters

from the Conventions of that Colony and Ne'^j-Hampjlnre^ alfo

from Governor Trumbull^ Vv^hich were read.

Upon Motion, Resolvkd, That no Bill of Exchange,
Draught or Order of any Officer in the Army or Navy, their A-
gents or Contraftors be received, or negotiated, or any Money
fupplied to them ]yj any Perfon in America

;

That no Provifions or Neceffaries of any Kind be furnifhed or

fupplied to or for the Ufe of the Britijh Array or Navy, in the

Colony of Majf'achufetts-Bay ; ,

That no Veffel employed in tranfporting Britijh Troops to A'
7nerica^ or from one Part oi North-America to another, or v/arlike

Stores or Provifions for faid Troops be freighted or furnifhed with

Provifions or any Neceffaries, until further Orders from thij

Congrefs.

Ordered, That the above Refolves be immediately publifhed=

The Order of the Day being poftponed, the Congrefs adjourned

.till to-morrow at nine o'clock.

Saturday, June 3, 17750
Met according to Adjournment.

A Letter from the Convention of iV^iy-2»ri, together with fun?

dry Letters and Paper$ enclofed, from Albany ^ were laid before

the Cono-refs and read.

Ordered, to lie on the Table.

The Letter from the Convention of MaJJachuJetts, dated the

1 6th May^ being again read.

Resolved, That a Commmittee of five Perfons be chofen to

confider the fame, and report what in their Opinion is the proper

Advice to be given to that Convention.

The following Perfons were chofen by Ballot, to compofe that

Committee, viz. Mr. /. Rutledge, Mr. Johnjon, Mr. Jay^ Mr.

fan and Mr. hee.

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to draught

a Petition to the King.
That another Committee of three be appointed to prepare aii

Addrefs to the Inhabitants of Great-Britain.

That another Committee of four be appointed to prepare an

Addrefs to the People of Ireland.

That another Committee of three be appointed to bring in the

Draught of a Letter to the Lihabitants of Jamaica.
' p :' That
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That another Committee of five be appointed to bring, in an Ef-

timate of the Money neceflary to be railed.

The Congrefs then proceeded to chufe by Ballot the feveral

Committees, when Mr. Dickinforh Mr. John/on y Mr. J. Rut-

ledge, Mr. Jay, and Mr. Franklin^ were elefted to compofe the firli;

Mr. Lee, Mr. R, R. Livingfton, and Mr. Fendleton, for the fe-

cond ; Mr. Duaney Mr. JV, Livingfion, Mr. S. Adams, and Mr.

j. Ada7nsy for the third; Mr. Hooper^ Mr. Wilfon, and Mr.

iLynchy for the fourth ; and Mr. Wafhington, Mr. Schuyler, Mr.

Deane, Mr. Cufhing, and Mr. He^es, for the fifth.

Adjourned till Monday at nine o'clock.

On Monday and Tuefday the Congrefs met and adjourned, to

^IXQ. the Committees Time to bring in their Report.

Wednesday, June 7, 1775.

The Congrefs met according to adjournment.

The Committee appointed to make an eftlmatc of the Money
necelTary to be raifed brought in their report, which was read and

referred to the Committee of the whole.

On Motion, Resolved, That Thurfday the 20th of July Vitxt,

be obferved throughout the Twelve United Colonies, as a Day of

Humiliation, Fading, and Prayer ; and that Mr. Hooper, Mr. J^
Adai7is, and Mr. Paine, be a Committee to bring in a Refolve for

that Purpofe.

The Committee appointed to prepare Advice in Anfwer to the.

Letter from the Convention of Majfachufetts-Bay , brought in

their report, which was read and ordered to lie on the Table for

confideratlon.

Agreeable to the order of the Day, the Congrefs refolvcd them-

felves into a Committee of the whole, to take into their farther con-

fideratlon the ftate of America ; after fome time fpent thereon, the

Prefident refumed the Chair, and Mr. Ward reported that the

Committee had proceeded In the Bufinefs referred to them, but

not having come to a conqlufion, defired him to move for leave to

fit again*

R.E SOLVED, That this Congrefs will to morrow again refolve

themfelves Into a Committee of the whole, to take into their far-

ther confideration the ftate of America, And that this be a ftand-

ino- Order till the Bufinefs is compleated.

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock.

Thursday, June 8. 1775'

Met according to adjournment.

The Congrefs being informed that a Major Skene y with fome

other OiScers, who arrived laft Evening In a Veffel from London,

were, with their Papers, in the cuftody of the Troops of this City;

that the fald Skene has lately been appointed Governor of the Forts

of Ticonderoga and Cronjjn-Point; that one of the Officers with hivct

it
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is a Lieutenant in the Regulars now in the Vrov'mce o£ ^lebec ^

and moreover, that the faid Skene had declared, that he has au-

thority to raiie a Regiment in Ameriea; from all this, apprehend-

ing that the faid Skene is a dangerous Partifan of Adminiftration

and that his Papers may contain Intelligence of Minillerial Defigns

agalnft AmerlcUy very important to be known
;

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to examine the

Papers of the faid Skene and Lieutenant in their Prefence :

That the Committee confifl of Mr. J, Adams ^ Mr. Deane, and

Mr, Mifflin :

That the faid Committee be upon honour to conceal whatever

of a Private Nature may come to their Knowledge by fuch exami-

nation ; and that they communicate to this Congrefs what they

/hall difcover relative to the prefent L)ifput;e between Great-Britain

and America;,

The remainder of the Day being fpent In a Committee of the

whole on the ftate of America, the Congrefs adjourned till tO'^

morrow at nine o'clock.

FrijdaYj June 9, 1775.
Met according to adjo;urnment.

The report of the Committee on the Letter from the Conventi^.

on of MaJfachufetts'Bay being again read, the Congrefs came to

the following Refolution :

Resolved, That no Obedience being due to the Aft of Parlia--

ment for altering theCharter ofthe Colony oiMaffachufetts-Bay\ nor
to a Governor or Lieutenant-Governorwho will not obferve the Dir
regions of, but endeavour to Subvert that Charter, the Governor
and Lieutenant Governor of that Colony are to be coniidered as

abfent, and their Offices Vacant ; and as therjC is no Council there,

and the inconveniences ajrifing from the fufpenfion of the Powers
of Government a^e int.oUerable, efpecially at a time when General
Gage hath aftually levied War and is carrying on Hollilities againft

his Majefty's peaceable and loyal Subjects of that Colony ; that,

in order to conform as near as may be to the Spirit and Subftance

of the Charter, it be recommeiided to the Provincial Convention to

write Letters to the Inhabitants of the feveral Places, which are inti-

tuled to repr^fentation ia Affembly, requeiting them to chufe fuch.

Reprefentatives, and that the Affembly, when chofen, do eleft

Councellors ; and that fuch Affembly or Council exercife the

PofA^ers of Government, until a Governor of his Majefly's appoint-

3?ient will confent to govern the Colony according to its Charter.

Ordered, That the Prefident tranfmit a Copy pf the above tQ
the Convention of MaJ[achufetts-Bay.

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock.
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Saturday, June lo, 1775.

Met according to adjournment.

Sundry Letters from Majfachufets-Bay, Ticonderoga, Cro'wn'''

Pointy &c. being laid before the Congrefs, were read; and the

fame being taken into confideration, the Congrefs came to the fol-

lowing Refolutions :

Resolved, That it be recommended to the feveral Tbwris and

Diftrifts in the Colonies of MaJJachufefts-Bay , Nenv-HampJJoire:,

Rhode- Ijland^ and Providence Plantations, Conneiiicuf , Ne--iX:-Tork,

and the eaftern Divifion of A^enjj-Jerfey, to colledt all the Salt-Petre

and Brim-ftone in their feveral Towns and Diftri6ls, arid tranfmit

the fan^, with all pofiible Difpatch, to the Provincial Convention

at Ne'vj-York.

That it be recom.mended to the Provincial Convention of the

Colony of A^e^ju-Tork, to have the Powder-Mills in that Colony

put into fuch a condition, as immediately to Manufacture into

Gun-Powder, for the ufe of the Continent, whatever Materials

may be procured in the Manner above directed.

That it be recommended to the Committees of the weftern Di-

vifion of Nenxj-Jerfey, the Colonies of Pe72nfyivania, Lower Coun-

ties on Delanjjare, and Maryland, that they, without Delay, col-

lect: the Salt-Petre and Sulphur in their refpeftive Colonies, and

tranfmit the fame to the Committee for the City and Liberties of

Philadelphia; to the end that thofe Articles may be immediately

Manufactured into Giin-Powder for the ufe of the Continent.

That it be recommended to the Conventions and Committees of

"the Colonies of Virginia, North-Carolina^ and South-Carolina, that

they, without delay, colleCt the Salt-Petre and Sulphur in their

refpe6live Colonies, and procure thefe Articles to be manufactured

as foon as pofii%le into Gun-Powder for the Ufe of the Continent.

Thet it be recommended to the feveral Inhabitants of the Uni-

ted Colonies, who are poffeffed of Salt-Petre and Sulphur for their

bwn ufe, to difpofe them for the Purpofe of Manufacturing Gun-
powder.

That the Salt-Petre and Sulpher colleCled in corifequence of the

above Refolves of Congrefs, be paid for out of the Continental

Fund.
That Mr. Paine, Mr. Lee, Mr. Fraitklin, Mr. Schuyler, and

Mr. Johnfon, be a Committee to devife ways and means to intrb-

'duce the Manufacture of Salt-Petre in thefe Colonies.

The Committee for examining Governor Skene'o Letters, 6:c.

having communicated to Congrefs what they found relative to the

"difpute between Great-Britain and thefe Colonies
;

Upon Motion, Resolved, That Governor Philip Skene, Lieu-

tenant Moncrief, and Mr. Lnndy, be releafed from their prefent

confinement, and permitted to go at large any where within eight

Miles of the City between Delanvare and Sckuylkill. on their parole

of
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of Honour not to pafs tliofe Limits, and that they will hold no

Correfpondence with any Pcrfon Whatfoever, on any political

Subjedt.

That Mr. Gadfe?i be added to the Committee for examining

Governor Skene's Papers, and that faid Committee have it in charge

'to execute the above Refolve.

Adjourned till Monday at nine o'clock.

Monday, June 12, 1775-.

Met accoi-ding to adjournment.

The Committee ^.ppointed to prepare a Refolution for a Pa{i»

brought in their report, which being read, was agreed to as fol-

lows.

As the Great Governor of the World, by his fupreme and uni-

verfal Providence, not only conducts the courfe of Nature with un-

erring Wifdom and Re6litude, but frequently influences the minds

of Men to ferve the wife and gracious Purpofes of his Providential

Government ; and it being at all times our indifpenfible Duty de-

voutly to acknowledge his fuperintetiding Providence^ efpecially

in times of impending Danger and public Calamity, to reverence

and adore his immutable Juilice, as well as to implore his merciful

Interpofition for our Deliverance:

This Congrefs, therefore, confidering the prefent, critical, alarms

and calamitous State of thefe Colonies,** do earneftly recommend

that Tburfday the 20th Day of July next, be obferved by the In-

habitants of ail the ETigUjIo Colonies on this Continent, as a Day
of public Humiliation, Failing and Prayer; that we may, with

imited Hearts and Voices, unfeignedly confefs and deplore our

many Sins ; and offer up our joint Supplications to the all-w^ife,

omnipotent, and merciful Difpofer of all Events; humbly befeech-

ino- him to forgive our Iniquities, to remove our prefent Calami-

ties, to avert thofe defolating Judgments, with which we are

threatened, and to biefs our rightful Sovereign King George the

Third, and to infpire him with Wifdom to difcern and purfue the

true Intereft of his Subjefts, that a fpeedy end maybe put to the

civil difcord betvv^een Great-Britain and the American ColonieSj

without farther effufion of Blood : And that the Britijl? Nation

may be influenced to regard the things that belong to her Peace, befora

they are hid from^her Eyes : That thefe Colonies may ever be under

the Care and Prote£lion of a kind Providence, and be profperel

in all their Intereils; that the divine BleiTmg may defcend and reft

upon all our civil Rulers, and upon the Reprefentatives of the

People in their feveral Aflemblies and Conventions, that they may
be directed to wife and effeftual Meafures for preferving the Union^

and fecuring the juft Rights and Privileges of the Colonies; that

Virtue and true Religion may revive and jfiourifii throughout our

Land) and that all America may foon behold a gracious interpoli-

tion
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tion of Heaven for the redrefs of her many Grievances, the Rcfto-

ration of her invaded Rights, a reconciliation v^ith the Parent

State, on Terms conftitutional and honourable to both ; and that

her civil and religious Privileges may be fecured to the lateft Pofte-

rity.

And it is recommended to Chriftians of all denominations to af-

femble for public Worftiip, and to abftain from fervile Labour and

Recreation on faid Day.
Ordered, That a Copy of the above be figned by the Prefi-

' dent, and attefted by the Secretary, and publifhed in the News-

papers, and in Hand-Bills.

The Congrefs then refolded itfelf into a Committee of the

whole, to take into Confideration the Ways and Means of raifing

Money, and having fpent thereon the Remainder of the Day and

the Day following, adjourned till Wednefday at nine o'clock.

Wednesday, Jum 14, 1775*

Met according to Adjournment.

Agreeable to the ftanding Order of the Day, the Congrefs re-

folved itfelf into a Committee of the whole, to take into Confide-

ration the State oi America ; and after fome Time fpent thereon,

the Prefident refumed the Chair, and Mr. Ward reported that the

Committee had come to certain Refolutions, which he was order-

ed to report, but not having come to a Conclulion, they defired

him to move for Leave to fit again.

The Refolutions being read were agreed to as follows :

Resolved, That fix Companies of expert Riflemen be imme-
diately raifed in Fennjylvania, two in Maryland, and two in Vir-

ginia ; that each Company confifl of a Captain, three Lieutenants,

four Serjeants, four Corporals, a Drummer or Trumpeter, and

iixty-eight Privates.

That each Company, as foon as compleated, march and join

the Army near Bqfion, to be there employed as Light Infantry,

under the Command ofthe Chief Officer in that Army.
That the Pay of the Officers and Privates be as follows, viz. a

Captain tnuenty Dollars per Month ; a Lieutenant thirteen Dollars

and one third ofa Dollar per Month ; a Serjeant eight Dollars per

Month ; a Corporal feven Dollars and one third of a Dollar per

Month ; a Drummer, or Trumpeter the fame ; Privates Six Dol-

lars and t'wo thirds of a Dollar per Month ; to find their own
Arms and Cloaths.

That the Form of the Inlifhnent be in the following words :

/ have this Day voluntarily in-

lifed TJiyfelf as a Soldier in the American Continental Army for one

Year, unlefs fooner difcharged : And I do hind myjelfto conform in

all Infances to fuch Rules and Regulations, as are orf7all he efa,-

llijhedfor the Government ofthefaid Army» Upon
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Upon Motion, Resolved, That a Committee of five be ap-

pointed to prepare Rules and Regulations for the Government of

the Army.
The following Perfons were chofen to compofe that Committee,

Mr. Wajhington, Mr. Schuyler^ Mr. Deane, Mr. Cubing, and

Mr. Henues,

A Letter from the Convention of Nenxj-Tork, dated loth In-

ftant, refpetling a Veflel which is ftopped there, on Sufpicion of

having on Board Provifions for the Army and Navy at Bojlon,

was read and referred to the Delegates of Majfachiifetts-Baji

Connedicitt, and Neiv-Tork.

Resolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow again refolve

itfelf into a Committee of the whole, to take into farther Confi-

deration the Ways and Means of raifing Money, and the State of

America. This to be a (landing Order, until the Bufmcfs is com-
pleated.

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock.

Thursday, June 15^ 1775.

Met according to Adjournment.

The Committee, to whom the Letter from the Convention of

Neiv-Tork was referred, brought in their Report, which being

read.

Resolved, That the Thanks of this Congrefs be given to the

Convention o£ Neiv-Tork, for their Vigilance in the Cafe of Capt>,

Coffin'^ VelTel, and that it be recommended to them that the Veflel

be unloaded, and the Cargo fafely ftoredj until all jufl Sufpicions

concerning the Deftination of it fhall be removed.

Ordered, That the above be tranfmitted by the Prefident, iii

a Letter to the Chairman of the Convention of Nenxs-Tork.

Agreeable to Order, the Congrefs refolved itfelf into a Commit-
tee of the whole, and after fome Time the Prefident refumed the

Chair, and Mr. Ward reported, that the Committee had come to

fome farther Refolutions, which he was ordered to report.

The Report of the Committee being read and confidered,

Resolved, That a General be appointed to command all the

Continental Forces, raifed or to be raifed for the Defence oi Ame^
rican Liberty.

That five hundred Dollars per Month be allowed for the Pay
and Expences of the General.

The Congrefs then proceeded to the Choice of a General by
Ballot, and George Washington, Efq; was unanimoufly c»

ieded.

Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock.

Friday, June 16, 1775.

Met according to Adjournment.
The
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The Prefident informed Col. WaJInngfon that the Congrefa ha4

Yefterday unanimoufly made Choice of him to be General and

Commander in Chief of the J77ierica?t Yorc&&, and requefted he

would accept of that Employment j. to which Col. Wajlnngton

ftanding in his Place anfwered :

Mr. Prefident,
*f Though I am truly fenfible of the high Honour done rne ia

this Appointment, yet, I feel great Diftrefs from a Confcioufnefs,

that my Abilities aud Military Experience may not be equal to

the extenfive and important Truft : However, as the Congrefs de-

lire it, -I will enter upon the momentous Duty, and exert every

Power I pofiefs in their Service, and for Support of the glorious

Caufe. I beg they will accept my moil cordial Thanks for this

difcin8;ui{hed Tellimony of their Approbation.
" But, lell fome unlucky Event Ihould happen unfavourable to

,

my Reputation, I beg it may be remembered by every Gentleman

in the Room, that I this Day declare with the utmoll Sincerity,

I do not think myfelf equal to the Command I am honoured with.

" As to Pay, Sir, I beg Leave to affure the Congrefs, that as

no pecuniary Confideration could have tempted me to accept this

arduous Employment, at the Expence of my domeilic Eafe and

Happinefs, I do not wi(h to make any Profit from it. I will

keep an exa6l Account of my Expences. Thofe I doubt not

they will difcharge, and that is all I defire."

Resolved, That a CommJttee be appointed to draught a

CommilTion and Inftru6lions for the General.

The Perfons chofen to compofe the Committee were Mr. Lee^

Mr. E. R-utledge^ -and Mr. J. Adams,

The Papers tranfmitted from the Convention of Neiv-Tork-

iDcing read

;

Resolved, That the fame be referred to a Committee of five,

2ind that they report what Steps, in their Opinion, are neceffary

to be taken for fecuring and preferving the Friendfhip of the In-

dian Nations.

The following Perfons chofen for this Committee, viz. Mr.

Schuyler, Mr. He?2ry, Mr. Duane, Mr. Wilfon, and Mr. P. Li-

"ShlgJtOTl.

The Conp-refs then refumed the Confideration of the Report

from the Committee of the whole, and came to the following Re-

folutions.

Resolved, That two Major- Generals be appointed for the A-

pierkan Army.
That the Pay of each of the Major-Generals be one hundred and

fi>:ty-fiy. Dollars per Month.
That when any of thefe act in a feparate Department, he be

allowed for his Pay and Expences //;r<f<? hundred and thirty-t'^^^o

Dollars per Month.

Thai there be eiq;ht Bricjadiers-Gcnerah That
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That the Pay of each of the Brigadiers-General be one hundred

mnd tnuenty-five Dollars per Month.
That there be one Adjutant-General.

That his Pay be one hundred and tnjoenfy-Jive Dollars per Month.

That there be one Commiflary-General of Stores and Provlfions,

That his Pay be eighty Dollars per Month.
That there be one Quarter-Mafter-General for the Grand Ar-

my, and one Deputy under him for the feperate Army.
That the Pay ofthe Quarter-Mafter-General be eighty Dollars

per Month, and that of the Deputy yJr/y Dollars per Month.
That there be one Pay-Mafter-General, and a Deputy under

him for the Army in a feparate Department ; that the Pay for the

Pay-Mafter General himfelfbe one hundred Dollars per Month,

and for the Deputy Pay-Mafter under him,j^'?y Dollars per Month,

That there be one Chief Engineer at the Grand Army, and

tliat his Pay bej/?x/j/ Dollars per Month.
That two Affiftants be employed under him, and that the Pay

of each ofthem be twenty Dollars per Month.
That there be one Chief Engineer for the Army in a feparate

Department, and two Affiftants under him ; that the Pay of the.

Chief Engineer htjixty Dollars per Month, and the Pay of the

Affiftants each t'wenty Dollars per Month.
That there be three Aids de Camp ; and that their Pay be

thirty-three Dollars per Month each.

That there be a Secretary to the General ; and that his Pay b^

Jixty-Jtx Dollars Tptr Month,
That there be a Secretary to the Major-General ading In a fe-

'perate Department; :sii]d ih^t his Vslj he thrrty-three Dollars ipev

Month.
That there be a Commiflary of the Mufters.

That his Pay he forty Dollars per Month.
A Letter from the Convention oi JVenv-Tor^, received by Ex-

prefs, was laid before the Congrefs and read, and the fame being

taken into Confideratlon,

Resolved, That the Provincial Convention o^ JVetv-T'ork he

defired immediately to apply to Governor 'Trumbull to order the

Conne6iicut Troops now ftatloned at Greennxiichi Sta?2ford^ and

Parts adjacent, to march towards Nenv-Tork.

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock.

Saturday, June 17, 1775.

Met according to Adjojirnment.

The Committee appointed to draught a Commlffion to t!ie Ge-
neral, reported the fame, which being read by Paragraphs and
4ebated, was agreed to as follows

:
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In congress.
The Delegates of the United Colonies of Nenx}'Ha?npJhtrgi Maf-

fachufetS'Bay, Rhode-IJIand, Conne^icut, Nenu-Tork, Ne'W-Jer-
' fey, Pennfylvaniay the Counties of Neixjcajile, Kent^ and Sujfeyi

on Delanjoarey Marylandy Virginia^ North-Carolina ^ and South-

Carolina.

To GEORGE WASHINGTON, Esq^

WEy repojitig fpecial Truji ajid Confidence inyour Fatriotifin^ Va-

lour ^ Conduct and Fidelity y do^ by thefe Prefents ca?iftitute and appoint

you to he Generaland Conmiander in Chief, ofthe Army ofthe United

Colonies y and of all the Forces noiv raifed or to be raifedhy them, and

cf all ethers 'who fhall voluntarily offer their Service, and join the

faid Ar7ny for the Defence ^/^American Liberty, and for \repellinv

every hofiile luvajion thereof: And you are hereby vejied nvith full

Power and Authority to aCi asyoujhall thinkfor the goodand 'welfare

cfthe Servici.

Andnve do herebyfriSlly charge and require all Officers and Soldi'

ers under your Command, to be obedient to your Orders, and diligent

in the Exercife oftheir feveral Duties,

And'we do alfo enjoin and require you, to he careful in executing

the great TruJl repofed in you, by caujingfiriii Difcipline and Order

to be obferved in the Army, and that the Soldiers be duly exercifed,

(i7id provided nuith all convenient Necejfaries,

Andyou are to regulate your Conduct in every refpe^ by the Rules

and Difcipline ofWar, (as here^with givenyou,) and pun^ually to ob-

ferve andfollo'W fuch Orders and Direcliorisfrom time to tijne, asyou

Jloall receive from this or a future Congrefs of thefe United Colonies ,

or Com?7iittee of CongreJ}.

This Commijfion to continue in Force, U7itil revoked by this or afu'
ture Congrefs,

By Order of the Congrefs.

Ordered, That the fame be fairly tranfcrlbed, figned by the

Prefident, attefted by the Secretary, and delivered to the Gene-

ral.

Resolved unanimously, Whereas the Delegates of all

the Colonies from Nova Scotia to Georgia, In Congrefs affembled,

have unanimoufiy chofen George WaJhi77gton, Efq. to be General

and Commander In Chief, of fuch Forces as are or fhall be raifed

for the maintainence and prefervatlon of American Liberty ; this

Congrefs doth now declare, that they will maintain and allifl: him,

and adhere to him the faid George WaJhi7igton, with their Lives

and Fortunes in the fame Caufe.

The Congrefs then proceeded to the choice of the Officers in

the Army by Ballot.

Artemus Ward, Efq. was chofen firft Major General.

Hor-afio Gates, Efq. Adjutant General.

RrsolvePj
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Re^olveiTj That Horatio Gates ^ Efq. now chofen Adjutant-

General, fhall have the rank of Brigadier-General,

Charles Lee, Efq. fecond Major- General.

Adjourned till Monday at nine o'clock.

Monday, June 19, 1775.

Met according to adjournment.

The Prefidicnt laid before the Congrefs fundry Letters he had
received from Majfachufetts-Bay and Nenv-Tork, which were read.

Ordered, That Mr. He?iryy Mr. Lynch, and Mr. J, Adams

^

i>e a Committee to wait upon General Lee, and to inform him of

his Appointment, and requefl his Anfwer whether he will accept

iCiit Command.
The Committee returned and reported, that they had waited on

General hee, and informed him of his appointment, and that he

gave for anfwer :
'* That he had the higheft Senfe of the Honour

'*'' conferred upon him by the Congrefs ; that no Effort in his

** Power fhall be wanting to ferve the American Caufe."

The Letters from MaJJ'achufetts-Bay being taken into confidera-

tion, the Congrefs came to the following Refolve :

That the Governor of Connedicut be requefted to direct all the

Forces raifed in that Colony, not employed at Ticonderoga and.

Cro'wn-Foint, or recommended by this Congrefs to be marchtcd.

towards Nenu-Tork, to be immediately fent to join the combined
Army before Bofion : And it is earneftly recommended to the Co-
lony of Rhode-IJland, and to the Provincial Convention of Nenv-

Hampjhire, to fend immediately to the Army before Bojlon fuch

of the Forces as are already embodied towards their Quotas of the

Troops agreed to be raifed by the Ne--w-E,ngland Colonies.

Re SOLVED, That Mr. Lee, Mr. E. Rutledge, and Mr. J. Ada7ns,

be a Committee to prepare the Form of a Commiifion for the

Major Generals, alfo for the Brigadier Genejrals, and other Offi-

cers in the Army.
Resolved, That there be four Major Generals.

The Congrefs then proceeded to chufe the two remaining Major
Generals, when Philip Schuyler, Efq. was chofen third Major Ge-
neral, and Ifrael Putnam, Efq. was unanimoufly chofen fourth

Major General.

The Committee appointed to prepare the Forni of a Commiffion
for the Major and Brigadier Generals reported the fame, which
being agreed to.

Ordered, That a Copy thereof be made out, figned by the

Frefident, and attefted by the Secretary, for each of the Major
Generals and Brigadier Generals.

Ordered, That the Secretary get a Number of Commifllons,
with proper pianks, printed for the other Officers,

The
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.The Committee appointed to prepare a Petition to the King,
Reported a draught of one, which was read*

Adjourned till to-morrow nine o'clock. '

Tuesday, June 20, 1775.

Met according to adjournment.

The Committee appointed to prepare Inftru6l:ions to the Ge*-
Jieral reported the fame, which being read and debated, were a-

grted to.

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock.

Wednesday, June 21, 1775.
Met according to adjournment.

Mr, Tkcinas Jsfferfon appeared as a Delegate for the Colony of
• Virginia^ and produced his Credentials, which were read and ap-

proved, and are as follows ;

At a Convention of the Delegates for the Counties and Corpo*-

rations in the Colony of Virginia^ at the town of Richmond, in the

County 01 Henrico, on Monday 27th March, 1775.

On a Motion made. Resolved, That Thomas Jeff€rfon,'^{<\. be

appointed a Deputy to reprefent this Colony in General Congrefs,

in the room of the Hon.. Peyton Randolph, Efq. in cafe of the

hon-attendance of the faid Peyton Randolph, Efq.

Atteft, John Tazewell, Clerk of Convention*

At a; General Affembly, began and held at the Capitol, in the

City of Willianijhiirgh, on Thurfday, ill June, in the fifteenth Year

of the Reign of our Lord George the Third) by the Grace of God
^i Great-Britain, &c. A. D. 1775.

Monday, ^th June, 15th G. III. 1775.
Resolved, N. C. D. That this Houfe doth intlrely approve

of the Proceedings and Refolutions of the Convention of Delegates

for the Counties and Corporations in the Colony oi Virginia, held

at Richmond Town, in the County of He?trico, t\it 20th of March,

1775 ; and that it be recommended to all the good People of this

Colony, ftri<ftly to conform to, and obferve the fame.

By the Houfe of Burgejfes,

Peyton Randolph, Speaker,

Mr. Henry informed the Congrefs, that the General had put

into his Hand fundry Queries, to which he defired the Congrefs

would give an Anfwer.

The Queries being read and debated.

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to prepare

proper Anfwers.

The Perfons chofen were, Mr, Deane, Mr. Henry, Mr. J. Rut-

ledge, Mr. S. Adai?is, and Mr. Lee,

On a Motion made. Resolved, That the General be allowed

three Aids-de-Camp.
That
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That eacli of the Major-Generals have two Aids-de-Camp.

That their Pay be thirty -three Dollars per Month each.

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock.

Thursday, J«;^^ 22, 1775.

Met according to adjournment.

The Committee appointed to prepare Anfwers to the General's

X^eries, reported the fame which were read.

The Congrefs then came to the following Refolutions :

Resolved, That the Number of Brigadier-Generals be aug-

inented to eight ; and the fame were chofen by Ballot, as follows :

Sef/} Psnieroy, Efq. firil Brigadier General.

Richard Montgomery ^ Efq. fecond do.

David IVorJler, Efq. third do.

William Heathy Efq. fourth do.

Jofeph Spencer:, Efq. fifth do.

John Thomas i Efq. fixth-do,

John Sullivan, Efq. feventh do.

Nathaniel Green, Efq. eighth do.

Resolved, That the Troops, including the Volunteers, be

furniflied with Camp Equipage, and Blankets where necelfary, at

the Continental Expence.

Resolved, That the Officers now in the Army receive their

new CommiffioD:s through the Hands of the General.

Re SOLVED, That a Sum not exceedino- Two Millions of SpaniJJ?

milled Dollars be emitted by the Congrefs in Bills of Credit, for

the defence of ^w/vV-a'.

Resolved, That theTwelve Confederated Colonies be pledged

for the redemption of the Bills of Credit, now directed to be emit-

ted.

Upon Motion madey Resolved, That the Colony of Pennfyl^

vania raife two more Companies of Riflemen, and thatthefe, with

the fix before ordered to be by them raifed, making eight Com-
panies, be formed into a Battalion, to be commanded by fuch

Field Officers, Captains, and Lieutenants, as fhall be recommen-

ded by the Affembly or Convention of faid Colony.

Adjourned till to-morrow nine o'clock.

Tuesday, June 23, 1775.

Met according to Adjournment.

A Letter from Crown-Poi?2t, dated June 10, was laid before

the Congrefs and read. Information being given, that two Offi-

cers who brouo-ht the Letter were at the Door, and had fome

Thmgs of Importance to communicate.

Ordered, That they be introduced, and they were introduced.

After they withdrev/, the Congrefs came to the following Refolu-

lions.

Ksfolvcdf
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Resolved, That it be recommended to the Officer command*
ing in the Neiv-York Department, to procure, as foon as poflible

a JLift of the Men employed in taking and garrifoning Cronuti'

Point and Ticonderogay and keeping Poffeffion of the Lakes, and
alfo of their Difburfements, in order that they may be paid.

Resolved, That their Pay be the fame as that of the Officers

and Privates in the American Army ; the higheft of the Officers

not to exceed that of a Captain, and that the Pay commence the

third Day of May laft, and continue till they are difcharged.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Convention of

Nt'Ui-Tork.i that they, confultiiig with General Schuyler .^
employ

in the Army to be raifed for the Defence of AfJieriea^ thofe called

Green Mountain Boys, under fuch Officers as the faid Green
Mountain Boys fhall chufe.

On a Motion made. Resolved, That a Committee of five

be chofen to draw up a Declaration to be publifhed by General

WaJInngton^ upon his Arrival at the Camp before Bojlon.

The Committee chofen are Mr. J. Rutledge, Mr. JV. Living-

J}on, Mr. Franklin, Mr. Jay, and Mr. John/on^

Agreeable to Order, the Congrefs refolved itfelf into a Com-
mittee of the whole, to take into further Confideration the State

of A^nerica, and after fome Time fpent therein, the Prefident re-

fumed the Chair, and Mr. Ward reported certain Jlefolutions

come into by them, and that not having yet finifhed, they defired

Leave to fit again.

The Report ofthe Committee being read, was agreed to as fol-

lows :

Resolved, That the Number and Denomination of the Bills

tp be emitted be as follows :

49,000 Bills of 8 Dollars each — 392,000
49,000 Do. of 7 Dollars each — 343,000
49,000 Do. of 6 Dollars each — 294,000

49,000 Do. of 5 Dollars each — 245,000

49,000 Do. of 4 Dollars each — 196,000

49,000 Do. of 3 Dollars each — 147,000

49,000 Do. of 2 Dollars each — 98,000

49,000 Do. of I Dollar each — 49,000
1 1,800 Do. of 20 Dollars each — 236,000

Total 403,800 2,000,000

Resolved, That the Form of the Bills be as follows :

CONTINENTAL CURRENCY.
No. Dollars.
THIS Bill entitles the Bearer to receive

Spaniflo tuilled Dollars, or the

Value thereof in Gold or Silver, according to the Refolutions of

the Congrefs, held at Philadelphia, on the lOth Day of May^

A» D. 1775. Resolved^
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Resolved, That Mr. J. Adams y Mr. J. Rutledge, Mr.

Duaney Do6lor Franklin^ and Mr. Wilforty be a Committee to get

proper Plates engraved, to provide Paper, and to agree with

Printers to print the above Bills.

The Order for a Committee of the vi^hole renewed, and the

Congrefs adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock.

Saturday, Jtme 24, 1775.

Met according to Adjournment.

On a Motion made. Resolved, That a Committee of feven

be appointed to devife Ways and Means to put the Militia of A-
merica in a proper State for the Defence of America.

The Members chofen are Mr. Painey Mr. Harriforiy Mr. Sher-

many Mr. Hopkins y Mr. Floyd, Mr. Cad/den, and Mr. Dickinfon,

The Committee appointed to prepare a Declaration to be pub-

llflied by General Wajlnngton upon his Arrival at the Camp before

Bojion, brought in their Report, which was read and debated,

and after fome Time referred for farther Confideration till Monday
next.

Adjourned till Monday at nine o'clock.

Monday, June 26, 1775.

Met according to Adjournment.

A Letter from Governor Trumbull was read, and referred to

the Committee appointed to devife Ways and Means for introdu-

cing the Manufacture ofSalt-Petre into thefe Colonies.

The State of North-CaroUna being taken into Confideration,

the Congrefs came to the following Refolutions.

Whereas it is reprefented to this Congrefs, that the Enemies

of the Liberties of America are purfuing Meafures to divide the

good People of the Colony of North-Carolina y and to defeat the

Americafi AfTociation
;

Resolved, That it be recommended to all in that Coloijy,

who wifh well to the Liberties of America y to affociate for the De-
fence of American Liberty, and to embody themfelves as Militia,

under proper Officers.

RpsOLVED, That in Cafe the Affembly or Convention of that

Colony Ihall think it abfolutely neceflary for the Support of the

American Aflbciation and Safety of the Colony, to raife a Body
of Forces not exceeding one thoufand Men, this Congrefs will

confider them as an American Army, and provide for their Pay.

The Congrefs then refumed the Confideration of the Declara-

tion, and after fome Debate,
Resolved, That it be re-committed, and that Mr. Dickinfon

and Mr. Jejferfon be added to the Committee.
The Committee for Indian Affairs brought in their Report,

:vvhich was read,

Orderepi
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Ordered, That the Prefident write to Covernor Tru7nbuUy

and inform him, and alfo the Conventions of N^iJj-HampJJyire and

Majachufetts-Bayy aiid the Government of Rhode ^ Ijland, that the

Conejrefs have appointed George Wajlotngton, Efq; Commander in

Chief of all the Forces raifed or to be raifed for the Defence of

America,

Adjourned till to-movrow at nine o'clock.

Tuesday, Junez'j, 1775.

Met according to Adjournment.

On Motion made, Resolved, That Governor Skenehticvct

under a Guard to Weathersfieldy or Middletonvn^ in the County of

Hartford^ in Conne6iicuti there to be confined on his Parole, not

to go out of the Bounds prescribed to him by Governor Trumbull.

Ordered, That the Delegates for Fennfylvanla take Meafures

to have the above Refolve carried into Execution.

A Letter from the Convention of Majfachufetts-Bajiy received

by Exprefs, was laid before the Congrefs and read.

The Congrefs then refumed the Confideration of the State of

Affairs in the Nenv-Tork Department, and after Tome Time fpent

therein, came to certain Refolutions, which were ordered to be

immediately tranfmitted to General Schuyler for his Direction.

The Committee appoirxted to draw up an Addrefs to the Inha-

bitants oi Great- Britain y reported the fame, which was read.

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock.

Wednesday, Jum 28, 1775.

Met according to Adjournment,

The Committee appointed to prepare a Draught of Rules and

Regulations for the Government of the Army, reported the fame,

which v>'as read and taken into Confideration. And the Remain-

der of the Day, and the Day following being fp'ent thereonj ad-

journed till the next Day at nine o'clock.

Friday, June 30, 1775-

Met according to adjournment.

The Cono-refs refumed the confideration of the Rules and Reeu-
]ations, which being gone through, were agreed to, as follows:

Whereas his Majelly's moil faithful Subje6ls in thefe Colonies

nfe reduced to a dangerous and critical Situation, by the Attempts
of the BritiJJy Miniftry, to carry into Execution, by Force of

Arms, feveral unconftitutional and oppreflive Acls of the BritifJ?

Parliament for laying Taxes in America^ to enforce the colle£lion

of tliofe Taxes, and for altering and changing the Conftitution

and internal Police of fome of thefe Colonies, in violation of the

natural and civil Rights of the Colonies.

And
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And whereas Hoftllities have been adlually commenced in Maf-
fachufetfs-Baj/y by the Briti/I? Troops, under the command of

General Gage^ and the Lives of a Number of the Inhabitants of

that Colony deftroyed; the Town of Bojlon not only having hQ.^n

long occupied as a garrifoned Town in an Enemy's Country,

but the Inhabitants thereof treated with a Severity and Cruelty

not to be jullified even towards declared Enemies.

And whereas large reinforcements have been ordered and are foon

cxpedled, for the declared Purpofe of compelling thefe Colonies to

fiibmit to the operation of the faid A^ls, which hath rendered it

neceffary, and an indifpenfible Duty, for the exprefs Purpofe of

fecuring and defending thefe Colonies, and preferving them in

Safety againll all Attempts to carry the faid A6ls into execution,

that an armed Force be raifed fulficient to defeat fuch Ho-
ftile Defigns, and preferve ^nd defend the Lives, Liberties, and

Immunities oi the Colonifts ; for the due regulating and well or-

dering of which :

Resolved, That the following Rules and Orders be at-

tended to, and obferved by fuch Forcis as are or may hereafter

be raifed for the Purpofes aforefaid.

Article I. That every Officer who fliall be retained, and every

Soldier who fhall ferve in the Continental Army, Ihall, at the time

of his acceptance of his Commlffion or Inliilment, fubfcribe thefe

Rules and Regulations. And that the Officers and Soldiers, al-

ready of that Army, (hall alfo,as foon as may be, fubfcribe the fame;

from the time of which fubfcriptlon every Officer and Soldier fhall

be bound by thofe Rep;ulatIons. But If any of the Officers or Sol-

diers, now of the faid Army, do not fubfcribe thefe Rules and Re-

gulations, then they may be retained In the faid Army, fubjed to

the Rules and Regulations under which they entered into the Ser-

vice, or be difcharged from the Service, at the option of the Com-
mander In Chief.

XL It is earneftly recommended to all Officers and Soldiers di-

ligently to attend divine Service ; and all Officers and Soldiers who
lliall behave indecently or irreverently at any Place of Divine Wor-
ffiip, fliall, If commlffioned Officers, be brought before a Court-

Martial, there to be publicly and feverely reprimanded by the Pre-

fident ; If non-commiffioned Officers or Soldiers, every Perfon fo

offending, fhall, for his firft Offence forfeit one fixth of a Dollar,

to be dedufted out of his next Pay ; for the fecond Offence, he

fhall not only forfeit a like Sum, but be confined for twenty-four

Hours, and for every like Offence, fhall Suffer and Pay In like

Manner ; which Money fo forfeited fliall be applied to the Ufe of

of the fick Soldiers of the Troop or Company to which the Of-

fender belongs.

III. Whatfoever non-commiffioned Officer or Soldier fhall ufe

sny profane Oath or Execration, fhall Incur the Penalties expref-

R fed
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fed in tlie foregoing Article ; and if a commiffioned Officer be thus

guilty of profane curfmg or fwearing, he (hall forfeit and pay foir

each and every fuch Offence, the Sum of Four Shillings, lawful

Money.
IV. Any Officer or Soldier, who fhall behave himfelf with con-

tempt or difrefpeft towards the General or Generals, or Command-
ers in Chief of the Continental Forces, or ihall fpeak falfe Words,

tending to his or their Hurt or Difhonour, fhall be punifhed, ac-

cording to the nature of his Offence, by the judgment of a general

Court Martial.

V. Any Officer or Soldier, who fhall begin, excite, caufe, or

join in any Mutiny or Sedition, in the Regiment, Troop, or

Company to which he belongs, or in any other Regiment, Troop,

or Company of the Continental Forces, either by Land or Sea,

or in any Part, Poft, Detachment, or Guard, on any Pretence

^vhatfoever, fhall fuffer fuch Punilhment as by a general Court-

Martial fhall be ordered.

VI. Any Officer, non-commiffioned Officer, or Soldier, who
being prefent at any Mutiny or Sedition, does not ufe his utmofl

endeavours to fupprefs the fame, or coming to the knowledge of

any Mutiny or intended Mutiny, does not, without delay, give

information thereof to the Commanding Officer, fhall be punifhed

by Order of a general Court-Martial, according to the nature of

his Offence.

VII. Any Officer or Soldier, who fhall flrike his fuperior Offi-

cer, or draw, or offer to draw, or fhall lift up any Weapon, or

offer any Violence againft him, being in the execution of his Office,

on any Pretence whatfoever, or ihall difobey any lawful Commands
of his fuperior Officer, fhall fuffer fuch Punifhment as fhall,

according to the nature of his Offence, be ordered by the Sentence

of a general Court-Martial.

VIII. Any non-commiffioned Officer or Soldier who fhall de-

fert, or without leave of his commanding Officer, abfent himfelf

from the Troop or Company to which he belongs, or from any

Detachment of the fame, fhall, upon being convided thereof, be

punifhed according to the nature of his Offence, at the difcretion

cf a general Court-Martial.

IX. Whatfoever Officer or Soldier fliall be convicted of having

advifed or perfuaded any other Officer or Soldier to defert, fhall

fuffer fuch Punifhment as fhall be ordered by the Sentence of a ge-.

neral Court-Martial.

X. All Officers, of what condition foever, fhall have Power to

part and quell all Quarrels, Frays, and Diforders, though the

Perfons concerned fhould belong to another Regiment, Troop, or

Company; and cither order Officers to be arrefled, or non-com-

IXiiffioned Officers or Soldiers to be confined and imprifoned, till

their proper fuperior Officers fhall be acquainted therewith ; and

whoever
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whoever fhall refufe to obey fuch Officer, (though of an inferior

Rank,) or ihall draw his Sword upon him, fhall be piinifhed at the

difcretion of a general Court-Martial.

XI. No Officer or Soldier fhall ufe any reproachful or provok-

ino- Speeches or Geilures to another, nor fliall prefume to fend a

Challenge to any Perfon to fight a Dwel : And whoever fhall know-

in o-ly and willingly fuffer any Perfon whatfoever to go forth to

fight a Duel, or fhall fecond, promote, or carry any ChallengCj

ihall be deemed as a Principal; and whatfoever Officer or Soldier

fhall upbraid another for refufing a Challenge, fhall alfo be confi-

dered as a Challenger;- and all fuch Offenders, in any ofthefe or

fuch like cafes, fhall be punilhed at the difcretion of a general

Court-Martial.

XII. Every Officer commanding in Quarters, or on a March,

fhall keep good Order, and, to the utmoit of his Power, redrefs

all fuch Abufes or Diforders which may be committed by any

Officer or Soldier under his command: If upon any complaint be-

ing made to him, of Officers or Soldiers beating, or otherwife ill-

treating any Perfon, or of committing any kind of riot, to the

difquieting of the Inhabitants of this Continent ; he the faid Com-
mander, who fhall refufe or omit to fee Juflice done on the Offen-

der or Offenders, and reparation made to the Party or Parties in-

jured, as far as the Offender's Wages fhall enable him or them,

(hall, upon due Proof thereof, be punifhed as ordered by a gene-

ral Court-Martial, in fuch Manner as if he himfelf had committed

the Crimes or Diforders complained of.

XIII. If any Officer fhould think himfelf to be wronged by his

Colonel or the Commanding Officer of the Regiment, and fhall,

upon due application made to him, be refufed to be redreffed, he

may complain to the General or Commander in Chief of the Con-
tinental Forces, in order to obtain Jufbice, who is hereby requi-

red to examine into faid Complaint, and fe-e that Jultice be done.

XIV. If any inferior Officer or Soldier, fhall think himfelf

wronged by his Captain or other Officer commanding the Troop
or Company to which he belongs, he is to complain thereof to the

Commanding Officer of the Regiment, who is hereby required to

fummon a regimental Court-Martial, for the doing Juftice to the

Complainant ; from which regimental Court-Martial, either Party

may, if he thinks himfelf ftill aggrieved, appeal to a general

Court-Martial ; but if, upon a fecond hearing, the Appeal fliall

appear to be vexatious and groundlefs, the Perfon fo appealing,

fliall be punifhed at the difcretion of the general Court-Martial.

XV. Whatfoever non-commiffioned Officer or Soldier, Ihall be
convicted, at a regimental Court-Martial, of having fold, or de-
fignedly, or through negleft, wafted the Ammunition, Arms, or
Provifions, or other Military Stores, delivered out to him, to be
employed in the fervice of this Continent, fliall, if an Officer, be

. reduced
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duced to a private Centinel ; and If a private Soldier, fliall fuffer

fuch punlfhment as fliall be ordered by a regimental Court-Mar-

tial.

XVI. All non-commlffioned Officers and Soldiers, who fhall

be found one Mile from the Camp, without leave in writing from

their commanding Officer, fnall fuffer fuch Punifliment as fhall be

infiifted on him or them by the fentence of a regimental Court-

Martial.

XVII. No Officer or Soldier fliall lie out of his Quarters or

Camp, without leave from the commanding Officer of the Regi-

ment, upon penalty of being punifneJ according to the nature of

his OiTence, by order of a regimental Court-Martial.

XVIII. Every non-commiffioned Officer and Soldier fhall re-

tire to his Quarters, or Tent, at the beating of the Retreat ; in

default of which, he fhall be punlflied according to the nature of

his Offence, by order of the commanding Officer.

XIX. No Officer, non-commiffioned Officer or Soldier, fhall

fail of repairing, at the time fixed, to the Place of Parade or Ek-
ercifc, or other rendezvous appointed by the commanding Officer,

if not prevented by Sicknefs or fome other evident neceffity ; or

fhall go from the faid place of Rendezvous, or from his Guard,

without leave from his commanding Officer, before he fhall be re-

gularly dlfmlffed or relieved, on Penalty of being punlfhed accord-

ing to the nature of his Offence, by the fentence of a regimental

Court-Martial.

XX. Whatfoever commlffioned Officer fhall be found drunk on

his Guard, Party, or Duty, under Arms, fhall be cafhiered for

it ; any non-commiffioned Officer or Soldier fo offending, fhall fuf-^

fer fuch Puniihment as fhall be ordered by the fentence of a regi-

mental Court-Martial.

XXI. Whatfoever Centinel fhall be found fleeping upon his

Poll, or fhall leave it before he fhall be regularly relieved, fhall

fuffer fuch Punlfhment as fhall be ordered by the fentence of a ge-

neral Court-Martial.

XXII. Any Perfon belonging to the Continental Army, who,

by difcharging of Fire-arms, beating of Drums, or by any other

means whatfoever, fhall occafion falfe Alarms, in Camp or Quar-

ters, fhall fuffer fuch Punlfhment as fhall be ordered by the fen-

tence of a general Court-Martial.

XXIII. Aiiv Officer or Soldier, who fhall, without urgent

Neceffity, or without leave of his fuperior Officer, quit his Pla-

toon or Divilion, fhall be punlfhed according to the nature of his

Offence, by the fentence of a regimental Court-Martial.

XXIV. No Officer or Soldier fhall do Violence, or offer any

Infult, or Abufe,. to any Perfon who fhall bring Provifions, or

other NecefTarles, to the Camp or Quarters of the Continental

Army j any Officer or Soldier fo offending, fhall, upon complaint

befnpf
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being made to the commanding Officer, fuffer fiich Punifhment

as dial I be ordered by a regimental Court-Martial.

XXV. Whatfoever Officer or Soldier ffiall fiiamcfully abandon

any Poll committed to his charge, or fhall fpeak "Words inducing

othens to do the like, in time of an Engagement, ffiall fuffer death

immediately.

XXVI. Any Perfon belonging to the Continental Army, who
ffiall make known the Watch-word to any Perfon who is not in-

titled to receive it, according to the Rules and Difcipline of War,
or (hall prefume to give a Parole, or Watch-word, different from
what he received, fhall fuffer Death, or fuch other Punifhment as

fliall be ordered by the fentence of a general Court-Martial.

XXVII. Whofoever belonging to the Continental Army, fhall

relieve the Enemy with Money, Viftuals, or Ammunition, or fliall

knowingly harbour or prote6f an Enemy, fhall fuffer fuch Punifh-

ment as by a general Court-Martial fhall be ordered.

XXVIII. Whofoever belonging to the Continental Army,
fhall be convi£led of holding Correfpondence with, or of giving

Intelligence to the Enemy, either dire6ily or indirectly, fhall fuf-

fer fuch Punifhment as by a general Court-Martial fliall be or-

dered.

XXIX. All public Stores taken in the Enemy's Camp or Ma-
gazines, whether of Artillery, AmaTiunition, Cloathing, or Pro-

vifions, fhall be fecured for the ufe of the United Colonies.

XXX. If any Officer or Soldier fliall leave his Pofl or Colours,

in time of an Engagement, to go in fearch of Plunder, he fhall,

upon being conviAed thereof before a general Court-Martial, fuf-

fer fuch Punifhment as by the faid Court-Martial fliall be ordered.

XXXI. If any Commander of any Pofl, Intrenchment, or

Forlrefs, fhall be compelled, by the Officers or Soldiers under his

command, to give it up to the Enemy, or to abandon it, the

comimiffioned Officer, non-comm.iffioned Officers, or Soldiers, who
fhall be convicted of having fo offended, fliall fuffer Death, or fuch

other Punifliment as may be infli6led upon them by the fentence of

a general Court-Martial.

XXXII. All Suttlers and Retailers to a Camp, and all Per-

fons whatfoever, ferving with the Continental Army in the Field,

though not inlifled Soldiers, are to be fubjeft to the Articles,

Rules, and Regulations of the Continental Army.
XXXIII. No General Court-Martial fliall confifl of a lefs

Number than thirteen, none of which fliall be under the Degree of
a Commiffioned Officer ; and the Prefident fliall be a Field Officer

:

And the Prefident of each and every Court-Martial, whether Ge-
neral or Regimental, fhall have Power to adminifler an Oath to

every Witnefs, in order to the Trial of Offenders. And the Memr
bers of all Courts-Martial fliall be duly fworn by the Prefident

;

and
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and the next in Rank on the Court-Martial, (hall adminifler the

bath to the Prefident.

XXXIV. The Members, both of General and Regimental

Courts-Martial, (hall, when belonging to diflFerent Corps, take

the fame Rank which they hold in the Army ; but when Courts-

Martial {hall be compofed of Officers of one Corps, they fhall take

their Ranks according to their Commiffions by which they are

muftered in the faid Corps.

XXXV. All the Members of a Court-Martial, are to behave

with Calmnefs, Decency, and Impartiality ; and in giving of

their Votes, are to begin with the youngeft or loweft in Commif-

fion.

XXXV I. No Field Officer fhall be tried by any Pcrfon under

the Degree of a Captain ; nor fhall any Proceedings or Trials be

carried on, excepting between the Hours of eight In the Morning,

and three In the Afternoon, except In Cafes which require an im-

mediate Example.

XXXVII. The Commlffioned Officers of every Regiment may,

by the Appointment of their Colonel or Commanding Officer,

hold R.egimental Courts-Martial for the enquiring Into fuch Dif-

putes or criminal Matters as may come before them, and for the

infllAIng corporal Punlfhments, for fmall Offences, and fhall give

Judgment by the Majority of Voices ; but no Sentence fhali be ex-

ecuted till the Commanding Officer (not being a Member of the

Court-Martial) fhall have confirmed the fame.

XXXVIII. No Regimental Court-Martial fhall confifl oflefs

than five Officers, excepting in Cafes where that Number cannot

be conveniently affembled, when three may be fufficlent ; who are

likewlfe to determine upon the Sentence by the Majority of Voices;

-which Sentence is to be confirmed by the Commanding Officer,

not being a Member of the Court-Martial.

XXXIX. Every Officer, commanding In any Fort, Caftle, or

Barrack, or elfewhere, where the Corps under his Command
confifls of Detachments from different Regiments, or of Indepen-

dent Companies, may affemble Courts-Martial for the Trial of

Offenders In the fame Manner as If they were Regimental, whofe

Sentence is not to be executed till It fhall be confirmed by the fald

Commanding Officer.

XL. No Perfon whatfoever fhall ufe menacing Words, Signs,

or Geftures in the Prefence of a Court-Martial then fitting, or

fhall caufe any DIforder or Riot, fo as to diflurb their Proceeding,

on the Penalty of being punlfhed at the DIfcretlon of the faid

Court-Martial.

XLI. To the End that Offenders may be brought to Jufllce

;

whenever any Officer or Soldier fhall commit a Crime deferving

Punifhment, he fhall by his Commanding Officer, if an Officer,

fee put in Arrefl ; if a Non-commiffioncd Officer or Soldier, be

imprlfoned
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imprlfoned till he fliall be either tried by a Court- Martial, or

fhall be lawfully difcharged by proper Authority.

XLII. No Officer or Soldier who fhall be put in Arreft, or

Imprifonment, (hall continue in his Confinement more than eight

Days, or till fuch Time as a Court-Martial can be conveniently

afTembled.

XLIII. No Officer commanding a Guard, or Provoft-Marfhal,

fhall refufe to receive or keep any Prifoner committed to his

Charge, by an Officer belonging to the Continental Forces

;

which Officer ffiall at the fame Time deliver an Account in wri-

ting, figned by himfelf, of the Crime with which the faid Prifoner

is charged.

XL IV. No Officer commanding a Guard, or Provoft-Marfhal,

fhall prefume to releafe any Prifoner committed to his Charge,

without proper Authority for fo doing ; nor fhall he fuffer any
Prifoner to efcape, on the Penalty of being punifhed for it,, by
the Sentence of a General Court-Martial.

XLV. Every Officer or Provoft-Marfhal, to whofe Charge
Prifoners fhall be committed, is hereby required, within twenty-

four Hours after fuch Commitment, or as foon as he fhall be re-

leaved from his Guard, to give in writing to the Colonel of the

Regiment to whom the Prifoner belongs (where the Prifoner is

coniined upon the Guard belonging to the faid Regiment, and
that his Offence only relates to the Negledl of Duty in his own
Corps) or to the Commander in Chief, their Names, their Crimes,

and the Names of the Officers who committed them, on the Pe-

nalty of being punifhed for his Difobedience or Negleft, at the

JDifcretion of a General Court-Martial.

XLVL And if any Officer under Arreft fhall leave his Confine-

ment before he is fet at Liberty by the Officer who confined him,

or by a fuperior Power, he fhall be cafhiered for it.

XLVII. Whatfoever Commiffioned Officer fhall be convicted

before a General Court-Martial, of behaving in a fcandalous, in-

famous Manner, fuch as is unbecoming the Charafter of an Offi-

cer and a Gentleman, fhall be difcharged from the Service.

XLVIIL All Officers, Condu£lors, Gunners, Matrofies,

Drivers, or any other Perfons whatfoever, receiving Pay or Hire,

in the Service of the Continental Artillery, fliall be governed by
the aforefaid Rules and Articles, and fhall be fubjeft to be tried

by Courts-Martial, in like Manner with the Officers and Soldiers

of the Continental Troops.

XLIX. For Differences arifing amongft themfelves, or in Mat-
ters relating folely to their own Corps, the Courts-Martial ma)''

be compofed of their own Officers ; but where a Number fufficient

of fuch Officers cannot be afTembled, or in Matters wherein other

Corps are interefted, the Officers of Artillery fuall lit in Courts*

Martial, with the Officers of the other Corps.

L. All
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L. All Crimes, not capital, and all Diforders and Negle£ls,

which Officers and Soldiers may be guilty of, to the Prejudice of

good Order and military Difcipline, though not mentioned in the

Articles of War, are to be taken Cognizance of by a General or

Regimental Court-Martial, according to the Nature and Degree

of the Offence, and be puniilied at their Difcretion.

LI. That no Pcrfons iliall be fentenced by a Court-Martial to

'

fufPer Death, except in the Cafes exprefsly mentioned in the fore-

going Articles ; nor fnall any Puniihment be inflided at the Dif-

cretion of a Court-Martial, other than degrading y cajlnering^

drumming out of the Army, nvhipping not exceeding Thirty-nins

Lafhes, fine not exceeding two Months Pay of the Offender, im-

prifo/iment not exceeding one Month.
LII. The Field Officers of each and every Regiment are to ap-

point fcime fuitable Perfon belonging to fuch Regiment, to re-

ceive all fuch Fines as may arife within the fame, for any Breach

of any of the foregoing Articles, and fhall dire6l the fame to be

carefully and properly applied to the Relief of fuch fick, wounded,
or necefiitous Soldiers, as belong to fuch Regiment ; and fuch

Perfon fhall account with fuch Officer for all Fines received, and

the Application thereof.

LIII. All Members fitting^ in Courts-Martial fhall be fworno
by the Prefident of faid Courts, which Prefident fhall himfelf be

fworn by the Officer in faid Court next in Rank :—The Oath to

be adrainifcered previous to their proceeding to the Trial of any
Oifftnder, in Form following, viz.

". You A. B. fiwear thatyou nvill nvell and truly try, and t7npar-

tially determine the Caufe ofthe Prifoner noiv to he tried, according

to the Rules for regulating the Contiiiental Ariny* So. help you

God."
LIV. All Perfons called to give Evidence, in any Cafe, before

a Court-Martial, who (hall refufe to give Evidence, fhall be pu-

niihed for fuch refufal at the difcretion of fuch Court-Martial :—
The oath to be adminiftered in the following Form, viz.

" Tou fivear the Evidenceyou fjallgive iji the cafe nonx) in hear^

ingy fnall he the Truth , the njjhole Truth, and nothi?2g but the Truth*

So help you God."

L.V. Every Officer commanding a Regiment, Troop, or Com-
pany, {ball, upon notice given to him by the CommilTary of the

Mufters, or from one of his Deputies, affemble the Regiment,

Troop, or Company under his command, in the next convenient

Place for their being muftered.

LVI. Every Colonel or other Field Officer, or Officer com-

manding any Corps, to which there is no Field Officer, and ac-

tually refiding with it, may give Furloughs to Non-commlffioned

Officers and Soldiers, in fuch Numbers, and for fo long a Time,

as he fhall jndge to be moil conliflent with the Good of the Ser-

vice ;
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vke ; but no non-commiffioned Officer or Soldier fhcill, by leave

of his Captain, or inferior Officer, commanding the Troop or Com-
pany (his Field Officer not being prefent) be abfent above twenty

Days in fix Months, nor fliall moi^e than two private Men be abfent

at the fame Time from their Troop or Company, excepting fome
extraordinary occafion fhould require it, of which occafion the Field

Officer prefent with, and commanding the Regiment or Inde-

pendent Corps, is to be judge.

LVII. At every Mufter the commanding Officer of each Regi-

ment, Troop, or Company, then prefent, fhall give to the Com-
miflary of Mufters Certificates figned by himfelf, fignifying how
long fuch Officers, non-commiffioned Officers, and Soldiers, who
fliall not appear at the faid Mufter, have been abfent, and the rea-

fon of their abfence ; which reafons, and the time of abfence,

fhall be inferted in the Mufter-rolls, oppofite to the refpeftive

Names of fuch Abfentees : The faid Certificates fhall, together

with the Mufter-rolls, be by fhe faid CommifTary tranfmitted to

the General, and to this or any future Congrefs of the United Co-
lonies, or Committee appointed thereby, within twenty Days next

after fuch Mufter being taken ; on failure whereof, the Commif-
fary fo offending, fhall be difcharged from the Service.

LVIII. Every Officer who fliall be convi6led before a general

Court-Martial of having figned a falfe Certificate, relating to the

abfence of either Officers, non-commiffioned Officer, or private

Soldier, fhall be cafhiered.

LIX. Every Officer, who fhall knowingly make a falfe Mufter

of Man or Horfe, and every Officer or CommifTary who fiiall

willingly fign, direct, or allow the figning of the Mufter-rolls,

wherein fuch falfe Mufter is contained, fliall, upon Proof made
thereof, by two WitnefTes, before a general Court-Martial be cafh-

iered, and moreover forfeit all fuch Pay as may be due to him at

the time of convlftion for fuch Offence.

LX. Any CommifTary who ftiall be convidted of having taken

any Gift or Gratuity on the muftering any Regiment, Troop, or

Company, or on the figning the Muftev-rolls, fhall be difplaced

from his Office, and forfeit his Pay, as in the preceding Article.

LXI. Any Officer, who fliall prefume to Mufter any Perfoii

as a Soldier, who is at other times accuftomed to wear a Livery,

or who does not actually do his Duty as a Soldier, fhall be deemed
guilty of having made a falfe Mufter, and fliall fuffer accordingly.

LXII. Every Officer who fliall knowingly, make a falfe return

to the Commander in Chief of the American Forces, or to any his

fuperior Officer, authorized to call for fuch returns, of the ftate of

the Regiment, Troop, independent Company, or Garrifon under

his command, or of Arms, Ammunition, Cloathing, or other

Stores thereunto belonging, fhall, by a Court- Martial, be cafh-

iered.

S LXIII-
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LXIII. The commanding Officer of every Regiment, Troop,
independent Company or Garrifon, in the fervice aforefaid, fhall,

in the beginning of every Month remit to the Commander in Chief

of faid Forces an exa6l return of the ftate of the Regiment,. Troop,

independent Company, or Garrifon under his command, fpeci-

fying the Names of the Officers not then refiding at their Pofts,

and. the reafon for, and the time of their abfence ; whoever (hall be

convicted of having, through negle6t or defign, omitted the fend-

ing fuch returns, (hall be punifhed according to the nature of his

Crime, by the judgment of a.general Court-Martial.

LXIV. No futtlcr fliall be permitted to fell any kind of Li-

quors or Vi6tual3, or to keep their Houfes or Shops open, for the

entertainment of Soldiers, after nine at Night, or before the beat-

ing of the Reveilles, or upon Sundays, during Divine Service or

Sermon, on the Penalty of being difmiffed from all future Suttl-

ing.

LXV. All Officers commanding in the Camp, or in any Forts*',

^Barracks, or Garrlfons, are hereby required to fee that the Per^

ions permitted to futtle fhall fupply the Soldiers with good and

wholefome Proviiions at a reafonable Price, as they fhall be anfwer-

5ible for their neglect.

L.XVL No Officers commanding in any Camp, Garrlfons,

Forts, or Barracks, fhall either themfelves exaft exorbitant Prices

for Houfes or Stalls let out to Suttlers, or fhall connive at the like

cxaftlons in others, nor lay any Duty or impolitions upon, or be

interefted in the fale of fuch Viduals, Liquors, or other Necef-

faries of Life, which are brought Into the Camp, Garrifon, Fort,

or Barracks, for the ufe of the Soldiers, on the Penalty of being

difchat'ged from the fervice.

LXVII. That the General, or Commander In Chief for the

time being, fliall have full Power ofpardoning, or mitigating any of

the Punlfhments ordered to be Inflldled, for any of the Offences

mentioned in the foregoing Articles ; and every Offender convict-

ed as aforefaid, by any regimental Court-Martial, may be par-

doned, or have his Punifhment mitigated by the Colonel or Offi-

cer commanding the Regiment.

LXVII I. When any commiffioned Officer fhall happen to die,

or be killed In the Service of the United Colonies, the Major of

the Regiment, or the Officer doing the Major's Duty In his ab-
"

fence, fliall immediately fecure all his Effefts or Equipage, then

in Camp or Quarters ; and fhall before the next regimental Court-

Martial, make an inventory thereof, and forthwith tranfmit to

the Office of the Secretary of the Congrefs, or Affembly of the-

Provlnce in which the Corps is ftationed or fliall happen to be at

the time of the death of fuch Officer ; to the end that his Execu-

tors may, after payment of his Debts In Quarters, and inter-

m^^tf rcpelve the overplus,, if any be, tQ his or their ufe.
' Lxix;.
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LXIX. When any non-commiflioned Officer or private Sol*"

dier, (hall happen to die, or be killed in the Service of the

United Colonies, the then commanding Officer of the Troop or

Company, fhall, in the Prefence of two other Commlffioned

Officers, take an account of whatever EfFeds he dies poffefled of.

and tranfrait the fame, as in the Cafe above provided for, in

Order that the fame may be fecured for, and paid to their

^•efpedlve Reprefcntatives.*

Ordered^

* In CONGRESS, Novemher 7, 1775.

Resolved, That the following Additions and Alterations or Amend-
ments, be made in the R U L E S and REGULATIONS of the

tllontinental Army.
I. All Perfons convifted of holding a Trearherous Correfpondence with,^ or

giving Intelligence to the Enemy, ihall fuifer Death, or fuch other Pnnilli-

ment as a general Court-Martial iTiall think proper.

a. AH commiffioned Officers found guilty by a general Court-Martial of

any Fraud or Embezzlement, fhall forfeit all his Pay, be ipfo faBo calhiered,

and deemed unfit for further Service as an Officer.

3 All non-com milTioned Officers and Soldiers, ccnvifted before a Regi*

mental Court-Martial of Stealing, Embezzling or dcflroying Ammunition,
Piovifion, Tools, or any thing belonging to the Public Stores, if a non-com-
miflloned Officer, to be reduced to the Ranks, and punifhed with whipping,

not iefs than Fifteen, nor mor^ than Thirty-nine lafhes, at the difcreticn of the

Court-Martial ; if a private Soldier, with the fame corporal Punilliment.

4. In all cafes Vi'here a commiflloned Officer is cafliiered for Cowardice or

Fraud, it be added in the Punifhment, that the Crime, Name, Place of

Abode, and Puniihment of the Delinquent be publifhed in the News-pa-
pers, in and about the Camp, and of that Colony from which the Offender

came, or ufually refides : After which it fliall b« deemed fcandaious in any
O'licer to afTociate with him.

5. Any Officer or Soldier, who (hall begin, excite, caufe, or join in any
Mutiny or Sedition in the Regiment, Troop, or Company to which he be-

longs, or in any other Regiment, Troop, or Company of the Continental

Forces, either by Land or Sea, or in any Party, Poft, Detachment, or

Ouard, on any Pretence wliatfoever, (hall fuffer Death, or fuch other Pu-
nifhment, as a general Court-Martial fnall dire£l.

6. Any Officer or Soldier, who fhall defert to the Enemy, and afterwards

betaken, (hall fuffer Death, or fuch other Punifhment, as a General Coun.«
Martial fhall dired.

7. Whatfoever commiflioned Officer fhall be found drunk on his Guard,
Party, orisither Duty under Arms, fhall be cafhicred and drummed out of
the Army with Infamy ; any non-commiffioned Officer or Soldier, £0 of-

fending, fhall be fentenced to be whipt, not Iefs than Tiventy, nor more
than Thirty-nine la(hes, according to the Nature of the Offence.

8. Whatfoever Officer or Soldier, placed as a Centinel, fhall be found'
flceping upon his Poft, or fhall leave it before he fhall be regularly relieved,

if a commiflioned Officer, fhall be cafhiered, and drummed out of the Army
with Infamy ; if a non-commiflioned Officer or Soldier, fhall be fentenced
to be whipped, not Iefs than Tiventy, nor more than Thirty-nine lafhes, ac-
cording to" the Nature of the Offence.

9. No Officer or Soldier fliall lie out of his Quarters or Catnip, without
Leave from the commanding Officer of the Regment, upon Penalty, if an
Officer, of being mulcted one Month's Pay for the f]r(f Offence, and ca-
/liiered for the fecond 5 if a nDn-commiilioned Officer or Soldier, of being

confined



140 Journals OF Congress^
«

Ordered, That Mr. Bemie, Mr. Cuflnng, and Mr. Heiues

,

be a Committee to revife them for the Prefs, and to get them
printed.

Resolved,

confined Seven Days on Bread and Water for the firft: Offence; and the
fame Punifhment and a forfeiture of a Week's Pay for the fecond.

10. Whatlbever Officer or Soldier (hall mi/behave himfelf before the Ene-
my, or fhamefully abandon any Pod committed to his Charge, or fliali

ipeak Words inducing others to do the like, fhall fuffer Death,
ir. All public Stores taken in the Enem.y's Camp or Magazines, whether

of Artillery, Ammunition, Cloathing, or Provifions, fhall be lecured for

the Ufe of the United Colonies : And all commiflioned Officers, found guilty
by general Court- Martial, of embezzling the fame; or any of them, ffiall for-

feit all his Pay, be i/'/c? /rtc?o calhiered, and deemed unfit for farther Service

as an Officer. And all non-commiflioned Officers and Soldiers, conviiSled be-

fore a- Regimental Court-Martial of Stealing or em/bezzling the fame, if a
non-commiffioned Officer, (hall be reduced to the Ranks, and punilhed with
"Whipping, not lefs than Fifteen, nor more than Thirty-nine lalhes, at the
difcretion of the Court-Martial; if a private Soldier, with the fame Punifh-
ment.

12. If any Officer or Soldier, fhall leave his Poft or Colours, in Time of an
Engagement, to go in Search of Plunder, he fhall, if a commiilioned Officer,

be calhiered, and drummed out of the Army with Infamy, and forfeit all

Share of Plunder ; if a non-commiilioned Offi.cer or Soldier, be Whipped, not
lefs than Twenty, nor more than Thirty-nine lafhes, according to the Na-
ture of the Offence, and forfeit all Share of the Plunder taken from the
Enemy.

13. Every Officer commanding a Regiment, Troop, or Company, fhall,

Wpon Notice given to him by the Commiflary of the Muflers, or from one of
his Deputies, afTemble the Regiment, Troop, or Company under his Com^
ir.and, in the next convenient Place for their being, muftered, on Penalty of-

his being cafliiered, and mulcted of his Pay.

14. At every Mufler, the commanding Officer of each Regiment, Troop,
or Company there prefent, fhall give to the CommifTary of Muflers, Certifi-

cates figned by himfelf, fignifying how long fuch Officers, non-commiflioned
Officers and Soldiers, who (hall not appear at the faid Mufter, have been
abfent, and the Reafon of their Abfence, which Reafons and the Time of
Abfence, fhall be inferted in the Mufter Rolls, oppofite the Names of fuch

Abfentees : And the Surgeons or their Mates, fhall at the fame Time give to

the CommifTary of Mufters, a Certificate figned by them, fignifying the State

of Health or Sicknefs of thofe under their Care, and the faid Certificates fhall,

together with the Mufter Rolls, be by the faid Com.mifTary tranfmitted to

the General, and to this or any future Congrefs of the United Colonies, or

Comimittee appointed thereby, within Twenty Days next after fuch Mufter

being taken, on failure whereof, the CommifTary fo offending, fhall be dif-

charged from the Service. - •

15. Every Officer who fhall be convided before a general Court-Martial,

of having figned a falfe Certificate relating to the Abfence of either Officer,

non-commiffioned Officer, or Private Soldier ; and every Surgeon or Mate
convifted of figning a falfe Certificate, relating to the Health or Sicknefs of

thofe under his Care, fhall be caflnered.

16. All Officers and Soldiers who fhall wilfully or through Negligence,

difobey any general or Special Orders, fliall be punifhed at the difcretion

of a Regimental Court-Martial, where the Offence is againft a Regimental
Order, and at the diicretion of a general Court-Martial, where the Offence

is againft an Order given from the Commander in Chief, or the Command-
ing Officer of any Detachment or Poft, and fuch general Court-Martial can

be had.
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Resolved, That the Congrefs will on Mo7iday next refolve it-

felf into a Committee of" the whole, to confider the Trade of thefc

Colonies.

A Number of Letters and Speeches from the Stockhridge In-

dians were laid before the Congrefs and read:

Resolved, That the Committee for 7;?^/^// Affairs, do pre-

pare proper Talk? to the feveral Tribes of Indians^ for engaging

the Continuance of their FriendHiip to us, and Neutrality in oiu"

prefent unhappy Difpute with Great-Britain. -

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock.

Saturday, July i, 1775.

Met according to Adjournment.

On Motion made. Resolved, That in Cafe any Agent of

the Miniftry fhall induce the Indian Tribes, or any of them, to

commit aftual Hoftllities againll thefe Colonies, or to enter into

an offenfive Alliance with the Britijlo Troops, thereupon the Colo-

nies ought to avail themfelves of an Alliance with fuch Indian Na-
tions as will enter into the fame, to oppofe fuch BritiJJ? Troops
and their Indian Allies.

Letters being received by Exprefs from General Schuyler,

which required an immediate Anfwer, were laid before Conp-refs,

and after due Deliberation, an Anfwer was returned.

On Motion made. Resolved, That Lieutenant Patrick

Moncriefh.'ayt Liberty to return to -£';z^/^«(/, on giving his Parole

of Honour, that he will not a6l again ft the Americans in the pre-

fent Controverfy between Great-Britain and thefe Colonies.

Adjourned till Monday -^ at nine o'clock.

Monday, July 3, 1775.
Met according to Adjournment.
Sundry Letters beinp- laid before the Congrefs, were read.

Agreeable to the Order of ' the Day, the Congrefs refolved it-

felf into a Committee of the whole, to confider the Trade of thefe

Colonies, and after fome Time, the Prefident refumed the Chair,

and Mr. /^F^rr^' reported a Refolution they had come to.

The Refolution of the Committee being read, was at the Defire

of the Colony of South-Carolina^ referred for farther Confideration

till to-morrow.

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock.

Tuesday, July 4, 1775.
Met according to Adjournment.
The Report from the Committee of the whole being refum&d

and debated, was agreed to as follows :

Re solved. That the two Afts paffed in the firft Seflion of the

prefent Parliament, the one intltled " An Ad to rellrain the

Trade
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Trade and Commerce of the Province of MaJfachttfeWs-Bay and
Ne^w-HampJIjire^ and Colonies of Conyiefticut and Rhode- IJlandt

and Providence Plantation, in North-America y to Great-Britain^

Irelandt and the Britifh Iflands in the Wejl- Indies; and to prohi-

bit fuch Provinces and Colonies from carrying on any Fifhery on

the Banks of Newfoundland or other Places therein mentioned,

under certain Conditions and Limitations." The other in titled

" An A61 to reftrain the Trade and Commerce of the Coloniec

of Nenv'jerjeyy Fennfylvania^ Maryland^ Virginia, and South-

Carolina, to Great-Britain, Ireland, and the BritiJJy Iflands in

the JVeJi'Indies, under certain Conditions and Limitations," are^

unconftitutional, oppreiEve, and cruel ; and that the commercial

oppofition of thefe Colonies, to certain A6ls enumerated in the

AfTociation of the laft Congrefs, ought to be made againll thefe,

imtil they are repealed.

Ordered, That the above be immediately publilhed.

The Petition to the King being again read, after fome DebatCi
the further Confideration of it v^ras deferred till to-morrow.

Adjourned till to-morrow^ at nine o'clock.

Wednesday, July 5, 1775*

Met according to Adjournment.
Several Letters were laid before the Congrefs and read.

It appearing that Governor Philip Skene and Mr. Lundy have

Defigns inimical to Americas
Ordered, That it be recommended to the Delegates of the

Colony oi Fennfylvania, to have the Order of Congrefs of the

27th of June laft, refpefting the fending Governor Skene to Con-

neclicut, immediately carried into Execution.

Resolved, That Mr. Lundy be fent under Guard along with

Governor Skene to Ccnne^licut, there to be confined in the fame

Manner as is ordered with Refpeft to Governor Skene.

Resolved, That fuch Provifion be made for the Support of

Governor Skene and Mr. Lundy as Governor Truvihull {hall think

proper, at the Expence of the United Colonies.

Ordered, That the Prefident write to Governor Trumbull on

this Subject, and enclofe him the above Orders and Refolves.

The Congrefs then refumed the Confideration of the Petition to

the King, and the fame being debated by Paragraphs, was a-

greed to, and ordered to be engroffed.

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock.

Thursday, July 6, 1775.
Met according to Adjournment.
The Congrefs took into Confideration the Addrefs to the In-

habitants of Great-Britain^ and after fome Debate, the fame was

te-committed.
The
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The Committee to whom the Declaration was re-commkted
brought in the fame, which being again read and debated by Pa-

ragraphs, was agreed to as follows :

y^ DECLARATION ^^i'/^£-REPRESENTATlVES(?///5^t/«/?-

ed Colonies of North-Ajuericay nonxj met in Congrefs at Phila-

delphiat fetting forth the Caufes and Necejfity of their taking up
Arms.

^ IF it was poflible for Men, who exercife their Reafon to be-

lieve j that the Divine Author of our Exiftence intended a Part of
the human Race to hold an abfolute Property in, and an unboun-
ded Power over others, marked out by his infinite Goodnefs and
Wifdom, as the Objects of a legal Domination never rightfully re-

fiftlble, however fevere and oppreflive, the Inhabitants of thefe

Colonies might at lead require from the Parliament of Great-
Britain fome Evidence, that this dreadful Authority over them
lias been granted to that Body. But a Reverence for our great

Creator, Principles of Humanity, and the Dictates of Common
Senfe, muft convince all thofe who reflect upon the Subje6l, that

Government was inftituted to promote the Welfare of Mankind,
and ought to be adminlftered for the Attainment of that End.
The Legiflature of Great-Britain^ however, ftlmulated by an in-;

ordinate Paffion for a Power not only unjuftifiable, but which they
know to be peculiarly reprobated by the very Conilitution of that

Kingdom, and defperate of Succefs In any Mode of Conteft,

where Regard fliould be had to Truth, Law, or Right, have at

Length, deferting thofe, attempted to effeft their cruel and im-
politic Purpofe of enflaving thefe Colonies by Violence, and have
thereby rendered it neceffary for us to clofe with their kft Appeal
from Reafon to Arms.—Yet, however blinded that AfTembly
may be, by their intemperate Rage for unlimited Domination, fo

to flight Juftice and the Opinion of Mankind, we efteem ourfelves

bound by Obligations of Refpeift to the Reft of the World, to

make known the Juftice of our Caufe.

Our Forefathers, Inhabitants' of the Ifland of Great-Britain^

left their Native Land, to feek on thefe Shores a Refidence for ci-

vil arid religious Freedom. At the Expence of their Blood, at

the Hazard of their Fortunes, without the leaft Charp-e to the

Country from which they removed, by unceaiing Labour and an

unconquerable Spirit, they effected Settlements in the diftant and
inhofpitable Wilds of America, then filled with numerous and
warlike Nations of Barbarians.—-Societies or Governments, vefted

with perfe6l Legiflatures, were formed under Charters from the

Crown, and an harmonious Intercourfe was eftablifhed between
the Colonies and the Kingdom from which they derived their Ori-
gin. The mutual Benefits of this Union became in a fhort Time
fo extraordinary, as to excite Aftonlfhment. It is univerfally

confefledy that the amazing Increafe of the Wealth, Strength,

anci
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and Navigation of the Realm, arofe from this Source; and the

Minifter, who fo v^ifely and fuccefsfully diredled the Meafures of

Great-Britain in the late War, publicly declared, that thefe Colo-

nies enabled her to triumph over her Enemies.—Towards the

Conclufion of that War, it pleafed our Sovereign to make a

Change in his Counfels.—From that fatal Moment, the Affairs of

the BritiJJ? Empire began to fall into Confufion, and g-radually

fliding from the Summit of glorious Profperity to which they had
been advanced by the Virtues and Abilities of one Man, are at

length diftrafted by the Convulfions, that now fhake it to its

deepeft Foundations The new Miniftry finding the brave Foes

oi Britain, though frequently defeated, yet ftill contending, took

up the unfortunate Idea of granting them a hafty Peace, and of

then fubduing her faithful Friends.

Thefe devoted Colonies were judged to be in fuch a State, as to

prefent Victories without Bloodfhed, and all the eafy Emoluments
of ftatuteable Plunder.—The uninterrupted Tenor of their peace-

able and refpedlful Behaviour from the Beginning of Colonization,

their dutiful, zealous, and ufeful Services during the War, though

fo recently and amply acknowledged in the moll honourable Man-
ner by his Majefty, by the late King, and by Parliament, could

not fave them from the meditated Innovations.—Parliament was
influenced to adopt the pernicious Proje6l, and affuming a new
Power over them, have in the Courfe of eleven Years given fuch

decifive Specimens of the Spirit and Confequences attending this

Power, as to leave no Doubt concerning the Eftefts. of Acquief-

cence under it. They have undertaken to give and grant our Mo-
ney without our Confent, though \wt have ever exercifed an ex-

clufive Right to difpofe of our own Property ; Statutes have been

pafled for extending the Jurifdidlion of Courts of Admiralty and
Vice-Admiralty beyond their ancient Limits ; for depriving us of

the accuftomed and inellimable Privilege of Trial by Jury in Cafes

aiTedling both Life and Property ; for fufpending the Legiflature

of one of the Colonies ; for interdicting all Commerce to the Ca-

pital of another; and for altering fundamentally the Form of Go-
vernment eilablifhed by Charter, and fecured by A6ls of its own
Lesjiilature folemnly confirmed by the Crown ; for exempting thd
*' Murderers" of Colonills from legal Trial, and in EfFeft, from

Punifhment ; for erecting in a neighbouring Province, acquired

by the joint Arms of Great-Britain and America, a Defpotifm

dangerous to our very Exiftence ; and for quartering Soldiers up-

on the Colonifts in Time of profound Peace. It has alfo been re-

folved in Parliament, that Colonifts charged with committing cer-

tain Offences, fliall be tranfported to England to be tried.

But why Hiould we enumerate our Injuries in detail ? By one

Statute it is declared, that Parliament can " of right make Laws

to bind us in all Cafes ivhatfiever,'^ What is to defend us againft

fo
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jR> enormous, fo unHmited a Power? Not a fingle Man of thofe

who affume it, is chofen by us ; or is fubje6t to our Controul or

Influence ; but on the Contrary, they are all of them exempt

froni the Operation of fuch Laws, and an American Revenue, if

not diverted from the oftenfible Purpofes for which it is raifed,

would a6lually lighten their own Burdens in Proportion, as they

increafe ours. We faw the Mifery to which fuch Defpotifm

would reduce us. We for ten Years incefiantly and ineffedtually

befieged the Throne as Supplicants ; we reafoned, we remonflrat-

€d with Parliament in the molt mild and decent Language.
Admin illration fenfible that we fhould regard thefe oppreffive

Meafures as Freemen ought to do, fent over Fleets and Armies to

enforce them. The Indignation of the Americans was roufed, it is

true; but it was the Indignation of a virtuous, loyal, and affefbi-

onate People. A Congrefs of Delegates from the United Colo-

nies was affembled at Philadelphia ^ on the ffth Day of lad Sep-

temher. We refolved again to offer an humble and dutiful Peti-

tion to the King, and alfo addrelTed our Fellow Subjedls of

Great-Britain, We have purfued every temperate, every refpeft-

ful Meafure ; we have even proceeded to break off our commercial

Intercourfe with our Fellow Subjects, as the lafl peaceable Adr
monition, that our Attachm.ent to no Nation upon Earth fhould

fupplant our Attachment to Liberty.—This, we flattered our-

felves, was the ultimate Step of the Controverfy : But fubfequent

Events have fhewn, how vain was this Hope of finding Mode-
ration in our Enemies.

Several threatening Expreflions againll the Colonies were infer-

ted in his Majefly's Speech ; our Petition, tho' we were told it was

a Decent one, and that hisMajeftyhad been pleafed to receive it gra»

cioully, and to promife laying it before his Parliament, was hud-

dled into both Houfes among a Bundle of American Papers, and

there neglefted. The Lords and Commons in their Addrefs, in

the Month of February, faid, that " a Rebellion at that Time
a<5luajly exifced within the Province of Majfachufetts-Bay ; and

that thofe concerned in it, had been countenanced and encouraged

by unlawful Combinations and Engagements, entered into by his

Majefly's Subjefts in feveral of the other Colonies ; and therefore

they befought his Majefty, that he would take the mofl: effeftual

Meafures to inforce due Obedience to the Laws and Authority of

the Supreme Legiflature."—Soon after, the commercial Inter-

courfe of whole Colonies, with foreign Countries, and with each

other, was cut off by an Ad of Parliament ; by another, feveral

of them were intirely prohibited from the Fiflierles in the Seas near

their Coafts, on which they always depended for their Suflenance;

and large Re-inforcements of Ships and Troops were immediately

fent over to General Gaoe,

T Fruitlefs
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Fruitlefs were all the entreaties, arguments, and eloquence of jfn

IlluftriousBandof the moft diftingulfhed Peers, and Commoners,who
nobly and ftrenuoufly aflertedthe Jufticeof our Caufe, to flay, or

even to mitigate the heedlefs fury with which thefe accumulated

and unexampled Outrages were hurried on.—^Equally fruitlefs was

the interference of the City of London, of Briftol, and many other

refpeftable Towns in our Favour. Parliament adopted an infidi-

ous Manoeuvre calculated to divide us, to eftablifh a perpetual

Auction of Taxations where Colony fhould bid againft Colony,

all of them uninformed what Ranfom would redeem their Lives j

^nd thus to extort from us, at the Point of the Bayonet, the un-

known fums that fhould be fuflicient to gratify, if poffible to gra-

tify, minifterial Rapacity, with the miferable indulgence left to us

of railing, in our own Mode, the prefcribed. Tribute. What Terms
more rigid and humiliating could have been dictated by remorfelefs

Vidors to conquered Enemies i In our circumftanGes to accept

them, would be to deferve them.

Soon after the Intelligence of thefe proceedings arrived on this

Continent, General Gage^ who in the courfe of the laft Year had

taken PofTeffion of the Town of Bojiony in the Province of Majfa-

(hufetts-Bay, and ftill occupied it as a Garrifon, on the 19th day

pf April, fent out from that Place a large detachment of his Ar-
my, who made an unprovoked Afiault on the Inhabitants of the

faid Province, at the Town of Lexington, as appears by the Affi-

davits of a great Number of Perfons, fome of whom were Officers

•and Soldiers of that detachment, murdered eight of the Inhabi-

tants, and wounded many others. From thence the Troops pro-

ceeded in warlike Array to the Town of Concord, where they fet

upon another Party of the Inhabitants of the fame Province, kill-

ing feveral and wounding more, until compelled to retreat by the

country People fuddenly affembled to repel this cruel Aggreffion.

Hoftilitles, thus commenced by the Britijh Troops, have been

jfince profecuted by them without regard to Faith or Reputation.

—The Inhabitants of Boflon being confined within that Town by
the General their Governor, and having, in order to procure their

difmlffion, entered into a Treaty with him, it was flipulated that

the fald Inhabitants having depofited their Arms with their own
Magiftrates, fhould have liberty to depart, taking with them their

other Effects. They accordingly jdelivered up their Arms, but

in open violation of Honour, In defiance of the obligation of Trea-

ties, which even favage Nations efleemed facred, the Governor

ordered the Arms depofited as aforefaid, that they might be pre-

ierved for their owners, to be feized by a Body of Soldiers ; de-

tained the greatefl part of the Inhabitants in the Town, and com-
pelled the few who were permitted to retire, to leave their moft

valuable Effects behind.

By this perfidy Wives are feparated from their Hufbands, Chil-

dren
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dren from their Parents, the aged and the fick from their Relati-

ons and Friends, who wifh to attend and comfort them ; and thofe

who have been ufed to live in Plenty and even Elegance, are re-

duced to deplorable Dillrefs.

The General, further emulating his minifterial Mailers, by a

Proclamation bearing date on the 12th day oi June, after venting

the groffeft Falfehoods and Calumnies againft the good People of
thefe Colonies, proceeds to " declare them all, either by Name or
** Defcrlption, to be Rebels and Traitors, to fuperfede the courfe
*' of the Common Law, and inftead thereof to publifh and order
** the life and exercife of the Law Martial."—His Troops have

butchered our Countrymen, have wantonly burnt Charlejio^vn^ be-

fides a confiderable number of Houfes in other Places ; our Ships

and Veflels are feized ; the neceffary fupplies of Provifions are in-

tercepted, and he is exerting his utmoft Power to fpread deflrufti-

on and devaftation aroimd him.

We have received certain Intelligence, that General Carelton,

,the Governor of Canada, is infligating the People of that Province
and the Indians to fall upon us ; and we have but too much rea-

fon to apprehend, that Schemes have been forrned to excite do-
^eftic Enemies againft us. In brief, a part of thefe Colonies

now feel, and all of them are fure of feeling, as far as the Ven-
geance of Adminiftration can inflid them, the complicated Cala-

mities of Fire, Sword, and Famine. We are reduced to the alter-

native of chufing an unconditional Submiffion to the tyranny of ir-

ritated Minifters, or refiftance by Force.—The latter is our
choice.—We h^ve counted the coft of this conteft, and find

nothing fo dreadful as voluntary Slavery.—Honour, Juilice, and
Humanity, forbid us tamely to furrender that Freedom which we
received from our gallant Anceftors, and which our innocent Pof-
terity have a right to receive from us. We cannot endure the in-

famy and guilt of refigning fucceeding Generations to that wretch-
ednefs which inevitably awaits them* if we bafely entail hereditary

Bondage upon them.

Our caufe is juft. Our union is perfeft. Our internal Refources
are great, and, if neceffary, foreign Affiftance is undoubtedly at-

tainable.—We gratefully acknowledge, as fignal Inftances of the
Divine Favour towards us, that his Providence would not permit
us to be called into this fevere Controverfy, until we were grown
up to our prefent ftrength, had been previonfly exercifed in war-
like Operation, and pofTeffed of the means of defending ourfelves.

With hearts fortified with thefe animating Reflections, we moft
folemnly, before God and the World, declare, that, exerting
the utmoft Energy of thofe Powers, which, our beneficent Creator
hath gracioufly beftowed upon us, the Arms we have been com-
pelled by our Enemies to affume, we will, in defiance of eve-

ry Hazard, with unabating Firmnefs and Perfeverence, employ
for
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for the prefervation of our Liberties; being with one Mind refolv-

cd to die Freemen rather than to live Slaves.

Left this Declaration fhoiild difquiet the Minds of our Friends

and Fellow- Subjedls in any part of the Empire, we afiiire them
that we mean not to difTolve that Union which has fo long and fo

happily fubfifted between us, and which we lincerely wifh to fee

reftored.—Neceffity has not yet driven us into that defperate

Meafure, or induced us to excite any other Nation to War againfl

them.-—We have not raifed Armies with ambitious Defigns of fe-

parating from Great-Britain^ and eftabliihing Independent States,
* We fight not for Glory or for Conqueft. We exhibit to Mankind
the remarkable Spe6lacle of a People attacked by unpr6voked E-
nemies, without any imputation or even fufpicion of Offence.

They boaft of their Privileges and Civilization, and yet proffer no
milder Conditions than Servitude or Death.

In our own native Land, in defence of the Freedom that is our

Birth-right, and which we ever enjoyed till the late Violation of

it—for the prote6lion of our Property, acquired folely by the ho-

neft Induftry of our fore-fathers and ourfelves, againft: Violence

aftually offered, we have taken up Arms. We fhall lay them down
when Hoftilities fhall ceafe on the part of the Aggreffors, arid all

danger of their being renewed fhall be removed, and not before.

With an humble Confidence in the Mercies' of the fupreme and
impartial Judge and Ruler of the Univerfe, we moft devoutly im-

plore his Divine Goodnefs to protect us happily through this great

Conflift, to difpofe our Adverfaries to reconciliation on reafonable

Terms, and thereby to relieve the Empire from the Calamities of

civil War.

On a Motion madey Resolved, That a Letter be prepared to

the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery of the City o^ London,

expreffing the thanks of this Congrefs, for their virtuous and fpi-

rited Oppofition to the opprefiive and ruinous Syftem of Colony

Adminiftration adopted by the Britijh Miniftry.

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to draught an Ad-
drefs to the People of Great-Britain^ do prepare this.

Adjourned till to-morrov/ at nine o'clock

.

Friday, July"], 1775.

Met according to adjournment.

The Committee to whom the Addrefs to the People of Great-

Britain, was re-committed, brought in the fame, which being

again read and debated, the farther confideration thereof was de-

ferred till to-morrow.

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock.

Saturday, July 8, 1775.

Met according to adjournment. The



July, 1775. 149

The Petition to tlie King being engrofied, was compared at the

Table, and figned by the Members prefent.

To the K IN G's 7mfi excellent MAJESTY,

Mofl Gracious Sovereign,

WE your Majefty's faithful Subje6ls of the Colonies of Neiu^

Hampjlnre, Majfachufetts-Bay^ Rhode-Ijland^ and Providence Plan-

tations., Conneiiiciit, Nenv-Tork, Ncw-Jerfey, Pennfylvaniat the

Counties of Nenvcajlle, Kenty and Su[fex on Delanvare, Maryland,

Virginia, North-Carolina, and South-Carolifia, in behalf of our-

felves, and the Inhabitants of thefe Colonies, who have. deputed

us to reprefent them in General Congrefs, entreat your Majeily's

gracious Attention to this our humble Petition.

The union between our Mother Country and thefe Colonies,

and the energy of mild and juft Government, produced benefits fo

remarkably important, and afforded fuch an AfTurance of their

permanency and encreafe, that the Wonder and Envy of other Na-
tions were excited, while they beheld Great-Britain rifmg to a

Power the moll extraordinary the World had ever known.
Her Rivals, obferving that there was no probability ofthis hap-

py connexion being broken by civil Diflenfions, and apprehending

•its future Efre6ls, if left any longer undifturbed, refolved to pre-

vent her receiving fuch continual and formidable Acceffions of

Wealth and Strength, by checking the growth of thofe Settle-

ments from which they were to be derived.

In the pirofecution of this Attem-pt, events fo unfavourable to

the Defign took place, that every Friend, to the intereft of Great-

Britain and thefe Colonies, entertained pleafing -and reafonablc

Expectations of feeing an additional Force and Exertion immedi-

ately given to the Operations of the Union, hitherto experienced,

by an enlargement of the dominions of the Crown, and the remov-

al of ancient and warlike Enemies to a greater diftance.

• At the Conclufion therefore of the late War, the mofl glorious

and advantageous that ever had been carried on by Britijio Arms,
your loyal Colonifls having contributed to its Succefs, by fuch re-

peated and flrenuous Exertions, as frequently procured them the

diftinguifhed approbation of your Majefly, of the late King, and
of Parliament, doubted not but that they fhould be permitted,

with the reft of the Empire, to fhare in the blefiings of Peace, and
the emoluments of Vi6lory and Conquefl.

While thefe recent and honourable acknowledgements of their

Merits remained on record in the Journals and A6ls of that augufl

Legiflature, the Parliament, undefaced by the imputation or even

-the fufpicion of any Offence, they were alarmed by a new Syflem
of Statutes and Regulations adopted for the adminiflration of the

Colonies, that filled their Minds with the mofl painful Fears and

Jealoufies,
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Jealoufles ; and, to their inexpreffible aftonifhment, perceived the '

danger of a foreign Quarrel quickly fucceeded by domeflic Dan-
ger, in their judgment of a more dreadful kind.

Nor were thefe Anxieties alleviated by any tendency in this

Syftem to promote the welfare of their Mother Country. For
though its EfFe6ls were more immediately felt by them, yet its In-

fluence appeared to be injurious to the Commerce and Profperity

of Great Britain.

We (hall decline the ungrateful Tafl<: of defcribing the irkfome
Variety of Artifices, praftifed by many of your Majefiy's Mini-
fters, the delufive Pretences, fruitlefs Terrors, and unavailing Se-

verities, that have from time to time been dealt out by them, in

their Attempts to execute this impolitic Plan, or of tracing thro*

a Series of Years paft, the Progrefs of the unhappy Differences

between Great-Britain and thefe Colonics, that have flowed from
this fatal Source.

Your Majefty's Miniilers, perfevering in their Meafures, and
proceeding to open Hoftilities for enforcing them, have compelled

us to arm in our own Defence, and have engaged us in a Contro-
verfy fo peculiarly abhorrent to the Aifedtions of your ftill faithful

Colonifls,thatwhen we confiderwhom we muftoppofe in thisContelt,

and if it continues, what may be the confequences, our own parti-

cular Misfortunes are accounted by us only as parts of our Diftrefs.

Knowing to what violent Refentments, and incurable Animofi-
ties, civil Difcords are apt to exafperate and inflame the conten-

ding Parties, we think ourfelves required by indifpenfible Obliga-

tions to Alniighty God, to your Majefty, to our Fellow-Subje£ls,

and to ourfelves, immediately to ufe all the Means in our Power,
not incompatible with our Safety, for fliopping the further Effuli-

on of Blood, and for averting the impending Calamities that

threaten the BritHh Empire.
Thus called upon to Addrefs your Majefly on Affairs of fuch

Moment to America^ and probably to all your Dominions, we are

earneflly defirous of performing this Office, with the utmoft De-
ference for your Majefty ; and we therefore pray, that your Ma^-

jefty's royal Magnanimity and Benevolence may make the moll

favourable conftru6lions of our Expreflions on fo uncommon an

occafion. Could we reprefent in their full Force, the Sentiments

that agitate the Minds of us your dutiful Subje<^s, we are perfuad-

(cd your Majefty would afcribe any feeming deviation from reve-

rence in our Language, and even in our Conduft, not to any re-

prehenfible Intention, but to the impoffibility of reconciling the

iifual appearances of Refpe6l with a juft Attention to our own Pre-

fervation ae;ainft thofe artful and cruel Enemies, who abufe your

joyal Confidence and Authority, for the Purpofe of effefting our

Deftrudlion.

Attached to your Majefty's Perfon, Family, and Government
wilh
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With all Devotion that Principle and AfFeftion can infpire, con-

nefted with Great-Britain by the ftrongeft Ties that can unite

Societies, and deploring every Event that tends in any degree to

weaken them, we folemniy afl'ure your Majefty, that we not onjy

moft ardently defire the former Harmony between her and thefe

Colonies may be reftored, but that a Concord may be eftablifhed

between them upon fo firm a Bafis as to perpetuate its Bleflings un-

interrupted by any future Diffenfions to fucceeding Generations in

both Countries, and to tranfmit your Majefty's Name to Pofterityi

adorned with that fignal and lafting Glory, that has attended the

Memory of thofe iiluilrious Perfonages,whofe Virtues and Abilities;

have extricated States from dangerous Convuliions, and, by fecur-

ing Happinefs to others, have ereded the moft noble and durable

Monuments to their own Fame.

We beg leave farther to afTure your Majefty, that notwithftand-

ing the fufferings of your loyal Colonifts, during the Courfe of this

prefent Controverfy, our Breafts retain too tender a Regard for

the Kingdom from which we derive our Origin, to requeft fuch a

reconciliation as might in any Manner be inconfiftent with her

Dignity or her Welfare. Thefe, related as w^e are to her. Honour
and Duty as well as Inclination, induce us to fu^port and advance;

and the apprehenfions that now opprefs our Hearts with unfpeak-

able Grief, being once removed, your Majefty will find your faith-

ful Subjefts on this Continent ready and willing at all Times, as

they have ever been, with their Lives and Fortunes, to affert and
maintain the Rights and Interefts of your Majefty, and of our

Mother Country.

We therefore befeech your Majefty, that your Royal Authori-

ty and Influence may be gracioufly interpofed to procure us relief

from our aftliiting Fears and Jealoufies, occafioned by the Syftem

before mentioned, and to fettle Peace through every part of your

Dominions, with all Humility fubmitting to your Majefty's wife

confideration, whether it may not be expedient for facilitating

thofe important Purpofes, that your Majefty be pleafed to direct

fome Mode, by which the united applications of your faithful Co-
lonifts to the Throne, in purfuance of their common Councils,

may be improved into a happy and permanent Reconciliation
;

and that, in the mean time, Meafures may be taken for preventing

the further Deftruftion of the Lives of your Majefty's SubjeCls
;

and that fuch Statutes as more immediately Diftrefo any of your
Majefty's Colonies may be repealed.

For by fuch arrangements as your Majefty's Wifdom can form

for coUedling the united Senfe of your American People, we are

convinced your Majefty would receive fuch fatisfactory Proofs of

the Difpofition of the Colonifts towards their Sovereign and Parent

State, that the wiftied for Opportunity would foon be reftored to

them, of evincing the fiocerity of their Profcflions, by every Tef-

timony
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timony of Devotion becoming the moil dutiful Subje6ls and the

moil affe^ionate Colonifts.

That your Majefty may enjoy a long and profperous Reign,

and that your defcendants may govern your Dominions with Ho*
nour to themfelves and Happinefs to their Subje(5ls, is our fincerc

Prayer.

The Committee appointed to prepare a Letter to the Lord
Mayor, &c. reported the fame, which was read.

On Motion^ Resolved, That the fame Committee prepare a

Letter to Richard Tenn^ Efq. and the Colony Agents by name in

England*

The Congrefs then refumed the confideration of the Addrefs to

the Inhabitants of Great- Britain, which being debated by Para-

graphs, was agreed to as follows :

^hi TiJoehe United Colonies, by their Delegates in Congrefs, to the

- Inhabitants i?/' Great-Britain.

Friends, Countrymen, arid Brethren!

By thefe, and by every other Apellation that may defignate th(*

Ties, which bind us to each other, we entreat your ferious At-
tention to this our fecond Attempt to prevent their DilTolution.

Remem^berance of former Friendfhips, Pride in the glorious At-
chievements of our common Anceftors, and Affeftion for the Heirs

of their Virtues, have hitherto preferved our mutual Connection
;

but when that Friendfhip is violated by the groffeft Injuries; when
the Pride of Anceftry becomes our Reproach, and we are no other-

wife allied than as Tyrants and Slaves; when reduced to the me-
lancholy Alternative of renouncing your Favour or our Freedom;
can we helitate about the choice ? Let the Spirit of Britons deter-

mine.

In a form.er Addrefs we afferted our PJghts, and ftated the In-

juries we had then received. We hoped, that the mention of our

Wrongs would have roufed that honeft Indignation which has llept

too long for your Honour, or the V/elfare of the Empire. But
we have not been permit^ied to entertain this pleafmg Expeftation.

Every Day brought an accumulation of Injuries, and the Inven-

tion of the Miniftry has been conftantly exercifed, in adding to the

Calamities o£ jour y^merican Brethren.

After the moil valuable Right of Legillatlon was infringed ;

when the Powers affumed by your Parliament, in which we are

not reprefented, and from our local and other circumftances cannot

properly be reprefented, rendered our Property precarious ; after

being denied that mode of Trial, to which we have long been in-

debted for the fafety of our Perfons, and the prefervation of our

Liberties ; after being in many inilances diveiled of thofe Laws,
which
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which were tranfmitted to us by our common Anceftors, and fub-

je6led to an arbitrary Code, compiled under the aufpices of Roman
Tyrants ; after thofe Charters, v/hich encouraged our Predecef-

fors to brave Death and Danger in every Shape, on unknown
Seas, in Defarts unexplored, amidft barbarous and inhofpitable

Nations, were annulled; when, without the form of Trial, with-

out a public Accufation, whole Colonies were condemned, their

Trade deftroyed, their Inhabitants impoverifhed ; when Soldiers

were encouraged to embrue their Hands in the Blood of Ameri-

cans, by offers of Impunity; when new modes of Trial were infti-

tuted for the ruin of the accufed, where the charge carried with it

the horrors of conviction ; when a defpotic Government was efta-

blifhed in a neighbouring Province, and its Limits extended to

every of our Frontiers ; we little imagined that any thing could be

added to this black Catalogue of unprovoked Injuries: but we

have unhappily been deceived, and the late Meafures of the BritiJI?

Minlftry fully convince us, that their objed is the reduftlon of

thefe Colonies to Slavery and Ruin.

To confirm this Affertion, let us recal your attention to the Af-

fairs of America^ fince our lait Addrefs. Let us combat the Ca-

lumnies of our Enemies ; and let us warn you of the dangers that

threaten you in our deftruition. Many of your Fellow-Subjefts,

whofe fituation deprived them of other Support, drew their Main-

tenance from the Sea ; but the deprivation of our Liberty being

infufEcient to fatisfy the refentment of our Enemies, the horrors of

Famine were fuperadded, and a Britifl? Parliament, who, in bet-

ter times, were the Protedlors of Innocence and the Patrons of

Humanity, have, without diilin6lion of Age or Sex, robbed thou-

fands of the Food which they were accuftomed to draw from that

inexhauftible Source, placed in their neighbourhood by the bene-

volent Creator.

Another A6t of your Legiflature (huts our Ports, and prohibits

our Trade with any but thofe States from whom the great Law
of felf-prefervatlon renders it absolutely neceffary we fhould at pre-

fent withhold our Commerce. But this Aft (whatever may have

been itsdefign) we confider rather as injurious to your Opulence

than our Intereft. All our Commerce terminates with you ; and

the Wealth we procure from other Nations, is foon exchanged

for your Superfluities. Our remittances mull then ceafe with our

Trade ; and our refinements with our Affluence. We trull, how-
ever, that Laws which deprive us of every Blefling but a Soil

that teems with the neceflarles of Life, and that Liberty which
renders the enjoyment of them fecure, will not relax our Vigour
in their Defence.

We might here obferve on the Cruelty and Inconfiftency of

thofe, who, while they publicly Brand us with reproachful and
unworthy Epithets, endeavour to deprive us of the means of de-

U fence
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fence, by their Interpolltion with foreign Powers, and to deliver

us to the lawlefs Ravages of a mercilefs Soldiery. But happily

we are not without Refources ; and though the timid and humili-

ating Applications of a Britijh Miniftry (hould prevail with for-

eign Nations, yet Induftry, prompted by Neceflity, will not leave

1QS without the neceflary Supplies.

We could wifh to go no further, and, not to wound the Ear of

Humanity, leave untold thofe rigorous A6:s of Opprefiion, which
are daily exercifed in the Town of Bqfionf did we not hope, that

by difclaiming their Deeds and punifhing the Perpetrators, you
would ihortly vindicate the Honour of the BritiJJ? Name and re-

eflablifh the violated Laws ofJuilice.

That once populous, fiourifhing and commercial Town Is now
garrifoned by an Army fent not to proteft, but to enflave its In-

habitants.—The civil Government is overturned, and a military

X)efpotifm ere6led upon its Ruins. Without Law, without

Right, Powers are aflumed unknown to the Conftitution. Pri-

vate Property is unjuftly invaded. The Inhabitants, daily fub-

je6led to the Licentioufnefs of the Soldiery, are forbid to remove
in Defiance of their natural Rights, in Violation of the moll fo-

iemn Compacts. Or if, after long and wearifome Solicitation, a
Pafs is procured, their Effects are detained, and even thofe who
are moft favoured, have no Alternative but Poverty or Slavery,

The Diftrefs of many thoufand People, wantonly deprived of the

NecelTaries of Life, is a Subje6l, on which we would not wifh to

cnlarg-e.o
Yet we cannot but obferve, that a Britijh Fleet (unjuftified even

by Atls of your Legiilature) are daily employed in ruining our

Commerce, feizing our Ships, and depriving whole Communities

of their daily Bread. Nor will a Regard for your Honour permit

us to be filent, while Britijl? Troops fully your Glory, by Ac-
tions, which the moft inveterate Enmity will not palliate among
civilized Nations, the wanton and unnecefTary ][)eftru6lion of

Charlejlo'^vni a large, ancient, and once populous Town, juft be-

fore deferted by its Inhabitants, who had fled to avoid the Fury of

your Soldiery.

Ifyouftill retain thofe Sentiments of Compafllon, by which

Britons have ever been dillinguifhed ; if the Humanity, which

tempered the Valour of our common Anceftors, has not degenera- I

ted into Cruelty, you will lament the Miferies of their Defcen-

.dants.

To what are we to attribute this Treatment ? If to any fecret

Principle of the Conftitution, let it be mentioned; let us learn,

that the Government, we have long revered, is not without its De-
fects, and that while it gives Freedom to a Part, it neceflarily en-

ilaves the Remainder of the Empire. If fuch a Principle exifts ;

why for Ages has it ceafed to operate \ V^hy at this Time is it

called
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called into Action ? Can no Reafon be affigned for this Conduft ?

Or muft it be refolved into the wanton Exercife of arbitrary Pow-
er ? And fhall the Defcendants of Britons tamely fubmit to this.

-—No Sirs ! We never will, while we revere the Memory of our

gallant and virtuous Anceftors, we never can furrender thofe glo-

rious Privileges, for which they fought, bled and conquered.

Admit that your Fleets could deilroy our Towns, and ravage our

Sea-Coafts ; thefe are inconfiderable Obje6ls, Things of no Mo-
ment to Men, whofe Bofoms glow with the Ardor of Liberty.

We can retire beyond the Reach of your Navy, and, without any
feniible Diminution of the NeceiTaries of Life, enjoy a Luxury,
which from that Period you will want ; the Luxury of being

Free.

We know the Force of your Arms, and was it called forth in

the Caufe of Juftice and your Country, we might dread the Ex-
ertion ; but will Brito72s fight under the Banners of Tyranny ?

Will they countera;5l the Labours, and difgrace the Viftories of

their Anceftors ? Will they forge Chains for their Pofterity ? If

they defcend to this unworthy Tallc, will their Swords retain

their Edge, their Arms their accullomed Vigour ? Brltoiis can ne-

ver become the Inftruments of Oppreffion, till they lofe the Spirit

of Freedom, by which alone they are invincible.

Our Enemies charge us with Sedition. In what doe^ it confift?

In our Refufal to fubmit to unwarrantable Acts of Injuftice and
Cruelty ? If fo, fhew us a Period in your Hiftory, in which you
have not been equally Seditious.

We are accufed of aiming at Independence ; but how is this

Accufation fupported ? By the Allegations of your Minillers, not

by our Actions. Abufed, infulted, and contemned, what Steps

have we purfued to obtain Redrefs ? We have carried our dutiful

Petitions to the Throne.—We have applied to your Juftice for

Relief. We have retrenched our Luxury, and withheld our Trade.

The Advantages of our Commerce were defigned as a Compen-
fation for your Protection : When you ceafed to protedl, for what
were we to compenfate ?

What has been the Succefs ofour Endeavours ? The Clemency
of our Sovereign is unhappily diverted ; our Petitions are treated

with Indignity ; our Prayers anfwered by Infults. Our Applica-
tion to you remains unnoticed, and leaves us the melancholy Ap-
prehenfion of your wanting either the Will, or the Power, to

affift us.

Even under thefe Circumftances, what Meafures have we taken
that betray a Defire of Independence ? Have we called in, the Aid
of thofe foreign Povi^ers, who are the Rivals of your Grandeur ?

When your Troops where few and defencelefs, did we take Ad-
vantage of their Diftrefs and expel them our Towns ? Or have we
permitted them to fortify, to receive new Aid and to acquire addi-

tional Strength ? Let:
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Let not your Enemies and ours perfuade you, that in this we
were influenced by Fear or any other unworthy Motive. The
Lives q{ Britons are ftill dear to us. They are the Children ofour

Parents, and an uninterrupted Intercourfe of mutual Benefits had

knit the Bonds of Friendfhip. When Hoflilities were commenced,

when on a late Occalion we were wantonly attacked by your

Troops, though we repelled their Afikults and returned their

Blows, yet we lamented the Wounds they obliged us to give

;

nor have we yet learned to rejoice at a Viftory over EngliJJomen.

As we wifli not to colour our A6lion8, or difguife our Thoughts;

we fhall, in the iimple Language of Truth, avow the Meafures we
have purfued, the Motives, upon which we have a6led, and our

future Defigns.

When our late Petition to the Throne produced no other Effedl

thar frefh Injuries, and Votes of your Leglflature, calculated to

jullify every Severity ; when your fleets and your Armies were

prepared to wreft from us our Property, to rob us of our Liber-

ties or our Lives ; when the holllle Attempts of General Gage e-

vlnced his Defigns, we levied Armies far our Security and De-
fence. When the Powers veiled in the Governor of Canada,

gave us Reafon to apprehend Danger from that Quarter ; and we
had frequent Intimations, that a cruel and favage Enemy was to

be let loofe upon the defencelefs Inhabitants of our Frontiers • we
took fuch Meafures as Prudence dictated, as Neceflity will juftify.

We poffelfed ourfelves of Cro'vjn-Point and Ticonderoga. Yet

give us leave mofb folemnly to aflure you, that we have not yet loll

Sight of the Obje6l we have ever had in View, a Reconciliation

with you on conftitutional Principles, and a Reftoration of that

friendly Intercourfe, which, to the Advantage of both, we till

lately maintained.

The Inhabitants of this Country apply themfelves chiefly to A-
m-iculture and Commerce. As their Fafhions and Manners are li-

inilar to yours, your Markets muft afford them the Conveniencles

and Luxuries, for which they exchange the Produce of their La-

boursl The Wealth of this extended Continent centres with youj

and our Trade is fo regulated as to be fubfervient only to your In-

tereft. You are too reafonable to expect, that by Taxes (In Ad-
dition to this) we fhould contribute to your Expence ; to believe,

after diverting the Fountain, that the Streams can flow with un-

abated Force.

It has been faid, that we refufe to fubmit to the Refl;rI6lions

on our Commerce. From whence is this Inference drawn ? Not

from our Words, we having repeatedly declared the Contrary;

and we again profefs our Submiffion to the feveral A6ls of Trade

and Navigation palfed before the Year 1763, trufting neverthelefs-

in the Equity and Juflice of Parliament, that fuch of them as,

upon cool and impartial Confideration, fhall appear to have im-

pofed
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pofed unneceffary or grievous Reftriffcions, will, at feme happier

Period, be repealed or altered. And we cheerfully con lent to

the Operation of fuch Ads ofthe BritiJIo Parliament as flialt be re-

ftrained to the Regulation of our external Commerce, for the Purr

pofe of fecuring the commercial Advantages of the whole Empire
to the Mother-Country, and the commercial Benefits of its re-

fpetlive Members ; excluding every Idea of Taxation internal or

external, for raifing a Revenue on the Subjects in Avnerka without

their Confent.

It is alledged that we contribute nothing to the common De-
fence. To this we anfwer, that the Advantages which Great-

Britain receives from the Monopoly of our Trade, far exceed our
Proportion of the Expence neceflary for that Piirpofe. But
fliould thefe Advantages be inadequate thereto, let the Reftric-

tions on our Trade be removed, and we will cheerfully contribute

fuch Proportion when conllitutionally required.

It is a fundamental Principle of the Britijh Conflitution, that

every Man fhould have at leaft a Reprefentative Share in the For-
mation of thofe Laws, by which he is bound. Were it otherwife,

the Regulation of our internal Police by a Britijh Parliament,

who are and ever will be unacquainted with our local Circum-
ftances, mull be always inconvenient, and frequently opprefiive,

working our wrong, without yielding any poffible Advantage to

you.

A Plan of Accommodation (as it has been abfurdly called) has

been propofed by your Minifters to our refpeftive Aflemblies.

Were this Propofal free from every other Objection, but that

which arifes from the Time of the Offer, it would not be unex-
ceptionable. Can Men deliberate with the Bayonet at their

Bread ? Can they treat with Freedom, while their Towns are

facked ; when daily Inftances of Injuftice and Opprellion diilurb

the flower Operations of Reafon ?

If this Propofal is really fuch as you would offer and we accept,

why was it delayed till the Nation was put to ufelefs Expence, and
we were reduced to our prefent melancholy Situation ? If it holdq

forth nothing, why was it propofed ? Unlefs indeed to deceive

you into a Belief, that we were unwilling to liften to any Terms of
Accommodation? But what is fubmitted to our Confideration?

We contend for the Difpofal of our Property. We are told that

our Demand is unreafonable, that our AfTemblics may indeed col-

led our Money, but that they muft at the fame Time offer, not
what your Exigences or ours may require, but fo much as fhall he
deemed fufficient to- fatisfy the Defires of a Minifler and enable
him to provide for Favourites and Dependants. A Recurrence to

your own Treafury will convince you how little of the Money al-

ready extorted from us has been applied to the Relief of your Bur-
thens. To fuppofe that we would thus grafp the Shadow

and
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and give up the Subftance, is adding Infult to Injurieso

We have neverthelefs again prefented an humble and dutiful

Petition to onr Sovereign ; and to remove every imputation' of Ob-
ftinacy, have requefted his Majeily to dired fome Mode, by which
the united Applications of his faithful Colonics may be improved
into a happy and permanent Reconciliation. We are wiliinp- to
treat on fuch Terras as can alone render an accommodation lalling^

and We Hatter ourfelves that our pacific Endeavours will be attend-

ed with a removal of minillerial Troops, and a repeal oi- ihoiz

l.aws, of the Operation of which we complain, on the one -'urt,

and a difbanding of our Army, and a difTolution of our commer-*
cial Afibciations, on the other.

Yet conclude not fran this that we propofe to furrender our

Property into the Hands of your Miniftry, or veil your Parlia-

ment with a Power which may terminate in our Deftruftion. The
great Bulwarks of our Confcitution vve have defired to maintain

by every temperate, by every peaceable Means; but your Mini-

ilers (equal Foes to Britijh and American freedom) have added
to their former Oppreffions an Attempt to reduce us by the Sword
to' a bafe and abjedl Submiffion. On the Sword, therefore, we
are compelled to rely for Prote^iion. Should Victory declare in

your Favour, yet Men trained to Arms from their infancy, and
animated by the love of Liberty, will afford neither a cheap or

eafy Conqueft. Of this at Ifaft we are aflured, that our Struggle

will be glorious, our Succefs certain ; fince even in Death we fhall

find that Freedom which in Life you forbid us to enjoy.

Let us now 'eSk. what Advantages are to attend our Reduction ?•

The Trade of a ruined and defolate Country is always inconlide-

rable, its Revenue trifling; the Expence of fubjefting and retain-

ing it in fubjeftlon certain and inevitable. What then remains

but the gratification of an ill-fudged Pride, or the hope of render-

ing us fubfervient to defigns on your Liberty.

Soldiers who have (heathed their Swords in the Bowels of their

American Brethren, will not draw them with more reluctance

ar^ainft you. When too late you may lament the lofs of that free-

dom, which we exhort you, while ftill in your Power, to pre-

ferve.

On the other hand, fliould you prove unfuccefsful ; fhould that

Connexion, which we moft ardently wifh to maintain, be diffolved;

fhould your Miuifters exhauA your Treafures and wafte the Blood

of your Countrymen in vain Attempts on our Liberty ; do they

not deliver you, weak and defencelefs, to your natural Enemies.

Since then your Liberty muft be the price of your Victories
;

your Ruin, of your Defeat:—What blind Fatality can. urge you

to a purfuit defl:ru6tive of all that Britons hold dear ?

If you have no regard to the Connexion that has for Ages fub-

fiftcd between us ; if you have forgot the Wounds we have receiv-

ed
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td fi^htin^by your Side for the extention of the Empire; if our

Coiiimerce is not an objeft below your confideration ; if Juilice

and Humanity have loft their influence on your Hearts ; ftill Mo-
ti^^es are not wanting to excite your Indignation at the Meafures

now purfued : Your Wealth, your Honour, your Liberty are at

Stake.

Notwithftanding the Diftrefs to which we are reducedj we fome-

times forget our own Affliftions, to anticipate and fympathize in

yours. We grieve that ralh and inconfiderate Councils fhould pre-

cipitate the deftru6i:ion of an Empire, which has been the envy and

admiration of Ages, and call God to witnefs ! that we would part

with our Property, endanger our Lives, and facriiice every thing

but Liberty, to redeem you from ruin.

A Cloud hanp-s over your Heads and ours; e'er this reaches

you, it may probably burft upon us; let us then (before the re-

membrance of former Kindnefs is obliterated) once more repeat

thofe Appellations which are ever grateful in our Ears; let us en-

treat Heaven to avert our Ruin, and the Deilruftion that threa-

tens our Friends, Brethren, and Countrymen, on the other fide

of the Atlantic.

Ordered, That the above Addrefs be immediately printed, and

fent by Mr. Pe?2?2 to Engla'nd.

The Letter to the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery of £(?;.'»

don, being again read and debated, was agreed to as follows :

My Lord,

PERMIT the Delegates of the People of t-vjehe ancient Coh-

nlesi to pay your Lordfhip, and the very rcfpedahle Body of nvkkh

you are Head, the jiift Tribute of Gratitude and Thanks, for the

virtuous and unfolicited Refentment you have foenv/i to the violated

Rights ofa free People. The City <?/" London, my Lord, having in

all Ages, approved itfelf the Patron of Liberty, and the Support of

jujl Government, againfi la<v.defs Tyranny and Opprejfion, cannotfail

to make iis deeply Se?2fib!e of the ponveiful Aid, our Caufe muft re-

ceive from fiich Advocates. ACaufe, my Lord, nvorthy the fupport

of the firft City in the World, as it involves the fate ofa great Conti-

nent, and threatens to foake the Foundations of a fiourifhing, and,

until lately , a happy Empire.

\ North-America, my Lord, nvi/I?es jnofl ardently for a lafing Con-

ne6tion nvith Great- Britain o« Terms ofjufi and equal Liberty ; lefs

tl.an 'which generous Minds nnill not offer, nor brave and free ones

he 'willing to receive.

A cruel War has at length been opened againfi us, and 'whilfl^v.^e

prepare to defend ourfelves like the defceridants <?/" Britons, 'wefill

bops
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hjfe that the Mediation ofiuife and good Citizens ^ 'will at length pre-

vail over Defpotifjny and rejiore Harmony and PeacC) on permanent
Principles, to an^^ppreffed and divided Empire*

We haii£ the Honour to he.

My Lordi

With great Ejieeju,

Tour hordJ]oip''s

Faithful Friends a?id Fellomj-Suhje^s*

Ordered, That the above Letter be tranfcribed, then figned

by the Prefident.

The Committee appointed to prepare a Letter to Mr. Penn and
the Colony Agents, reported a Draught, which was read and ap-

proved as follows

:

Gentlemen,
T^he Perfeverance ofthe Britifh Minifry in their unjiift and cruel

Syjiem ofColony Adminifirationy has occafioned the Meeting ofam-
iher Congrefs*

We have again appealed to the Jufice ofour Sovereignfor protefti-

cn againfi the Defiru^ion nvhich his Miiiifers 7neditate jor his Ame-
rican Subjefls. This Petition to his Majefly you <vjillpleafe. Gentle-

7ne7iy to prefent to the King ivith all convenient .Expedition, after

nvhich (vjc defire it may he given to the Public. We likcwifefendyou
our fecoiid Application to the Equity and Interef of our Fellonx)-Suh-

je6is in Great -Britain, a?id alfo a Declaratio'd fetting forth the

Caufes ofour taking up Anns : Both 'which ^we nvif> may he imtne-

diately put to Prefs, and communicated as univetfally as pojfible,

Tfe Congrefs entertain the higheft Senfe of the ivife a?id 'vjorthy

interpojition of the Lord Mayor and Livery f?/' London, in favour of
injured America. They have exprejfed this their Senfe in a Letter

to his Lordfoip and the Livery, ivhich <we defire may he prefented

in the Manner mofi agreeable to that refpeclahle Body,

Toil ivill oblige us , Gentlemen, by giving the mofl early Informa-

tio7i to the Co7igrefs, and to the Speakers of our refpe£live AJfemblies

ofyour proceeding in this Bufmefs, and fiich further Intelligence as

you mayjudge to be ofimportaiice to America in this great Co?2teJl.

We are, ivith great regard.

Gentlemen, &c.

Ordered, That the above be fairly tranfcribed, and then fign-

ed by the Prelident, and by him fent under Cover, together with

the Petition to the King, and Addrefs to the Inhabitants oi Great'

Britain, and the Letter to the Lord Mayor, &c. to Richard Penn,

Efq. and that the Prefident requeft Mr. Penn, in behalf of the

Congrefs, to join with the Colony Agents in prefcnting the Petiti-

on to the King.

Adjourned till Monday at nine o'clpck.

MoNDAYj
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Monday, Jufy 10, i775«

Met according to adjournment.

Information being given, that there was a Gentleman in Town
well acquainted with the ftate and difpofition of the Indians:, a

Motion was made for introducing him, and he was accordingly-

introduced and examined.

The Committee appointed to devife ways and means for putting

the Militia in a proper ftate for the defence of America ^ brought

in their report, which was read, and after debate referred for fur»

ther confideration.

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock.

Tuesday, July 11, 1775.

Met according to adjournment.

The report of the Committee on Indian Affairs was taken up

and read, and, after fome debate, the fame was deferred till to-

morrow.
On information that there were two Companies of Rifle-men

raifed in hancajter inftead of one.

Resolved, That both be taken into the Continental fervicc.

** An Addrefs of Deputies from the different Parillies of the

Iflands of Bermuda^'' to the Congrefs was prefented and read.

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock,

Wednesday, y^/i; 12, 1775.

Met according to adjournment.

A Gentlemen from the Province of ^uelec was introduced and

examined.

Letters from Governor Cooke and General Wardvjtxt read.

The Congrefs then refumed the confideration of the report of

the Committee on Indian Affairs, and the fame being gone thro*

was agreed to as follows :

That the fecuring and preferving the Friendihip of the Indian

Nations appears to be a iubjeil of the utmofl Moment to thefe

Colonies.

That there is tco miicb re? Ton to apprehend that Adminiftrati^

on v;lll fpare no Pains to excite the fevcral Nat-'ons oi Indians to

take up Arrr>s againft thefe Colonies ; and that :t becomes us to

be very adli\^e and vip-iiant in exertine everv prudent Means to

ftrengthen and confirm the friendly difpcfition towards thefe Co-
lonies, which has long prevailed among the northern Tribes, and

which has b^en lately majiiifeiled by fome of thofe to the fouth-

ward.

As the Indians depend on the Colonifts for Arms, Ammuniti-
on, and Cloathingr', which are become necefTary to their Subfift-

ance, that Commiffioners be appointed by this Congrefs to fnper-

intend Indian Affairs in behalf of thofe Colonie?.

X That
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That there be three Departments of Indians^ the Northern,

Middle, and Southern, The Northern to extend fo far South at

to include the whole of the Indians known by the Name of the

Six Nations, and all the Indians Northward of thofe Nations.

The Southern Department to extend fo far North as to include

the Cherokeesy and all the Ltdians that may be to the South-

ward of them. The Middle to contain the Indian Nations that

lie between the other two Departments.

That five Commiffioners be appointed for the Southern De-
partment.

That for each of the other two Departments there be appoint-

ed three Commiffioners.

That the Commiffioners have Power to treat with the Indians

in their refpeftive Departments, in the Name and on Behalf of

the United Colonies, in Order to preferve Peace and Friendfhip

with the faid Indians ^ and to prevent their taking any Part in the

prefent Commotions.

That the Commiffioners for the Southern Department receive

from the Continental Treafury the Sum of ten thoufand Dollars ;

the Commiffioners for the Middle and Northern Department the

Sum ofy?x thoufandJix hundred andjixty-jix and t<wo thirds for each

of their refpeftive Departments, for defraying the Expence of

Treaties and Prefents to the Indians,

That the Commiffioners refpeftively have Power to take to

their Affiilance Gentlemen of Influence among the Indians in

whom they can confide, and to appoint Agents, refiding near or

among the Indians , to watch the Condu6l of the Superintendants

and their Emiffiirles.

That in Cafe the Commiffioners for the refpeftive Diflri6ls, or

any one of them in either Difl:ri6l, fhall have fatisfaftory Proof,

that the King's Superintendants, their Deputies or Agents, or a-

ny other Perfon whatfoever, are aftive in ftirring up or inciting

the Indians or any ofthem, to become inimical to the Ai?ierican

Colonies, fuch Commiffioner or Commiffioners ought to caufc

fuch Superintendants or other Offender to be feized and kept in

fafe Cuflody until Order fliall be taken therein by a Majority of the

Commiffioners of the Diftrifts where fuch Seizure is made, or by
the Continental Congrefs, or a Committee of faid Congrefs, to

whom fuch Seizure, with the Caufes of it, fliall, as foon as poffi-

ble after, be made known.
That the Commiffioners fhall exhibit fair Accounts of the Ex-

penditure of all Monies by them refpeftively to be received for the

Purpofes aforefaid to every fucceeding Continental Congrefs, or

Committee of Congrefs, together with a general State of Indian

Affairs in their fever al Departments ; in Order that the Colonies

may be informed from Time to Time of every fuch Matter as may
concern them to know and avail themfelves of, for the Benefit of

the common Caufe. That
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That as there IS a Seminary for the Inftruftion o^ Indian Youth,
which has been ellablifhed under the Care of Do6lor ¥/heelock, on
Connedicut River ; and as there are nine or ten Indian Youths at

that School, chiefly from the Tribes refiding in ^lebec ; And as

for want of a proper Fund, there is Danger that thefe Youths
may be fent back to their Friends, which will probably excite

Jealoufy and Diftruil, and be attended with bad Confequences,

, the Commiffioners for Indian Affairs in the Northern Department
be authorifed to receive, out of the Continental Treafury, a Sum
not exceeding /"t;^ hundred Dollars ^ to be applied by them for the
Support of faid Indian Youths.

On Motion made, Resolved, That a Committee of five be
appointed to devife Ways and Means to protect the Trade of thefe
Colonies.

The following were chofen, Mr. Jay^ Mr. ^raiikliUi Mr^
Gadfden, Mr» Deane, and Mr. Lee,

Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock.

Thursday, July 13, 1775*
Met according to Adjournment.

The Committee appointed to prepare proper Talks to the In"

diansj reported the fame, which was agreed to as follows :

^ SPEECH to the Six Confederate Nations, Mohawks, O-
NEIDAS, TuSCARORAS, OnONDAGAS, CaYUGAS, SeNEKAS,

fro7fi the T'welve United Colonies^ convened i?J Council at Philu'

delphia.

Brothers i Sachems^ and Warriors^

WE, the Delegates from the Twelve United Provinces, viz.

NenV'Hamp/hire, Mafjachufetts-Bay, Rhode-IJland, Cojzne^icut,

ISfenu-York, New-Jerfey, Fennfylvania^ the three Lower Coun-
ties of Neivcajile, Kent, and Sujfex, on Dela^vare, Maryland,

Virginia, North-Carolina, and South-Carolina, now fitting in Ge-
neral Congrefs at Philadelphia, fend this Talk to you our Bro-

thers. We are fixty-five in Number, chofen and appointed by
the People throughout all thefe Provinces and Colonies, to meet
and fit together in one great Council, to confult together for the

common Good of the Land, and fpeak and a6l for them.

Brothers, in our Confultation we have judged it proper and v.^-

ceffary to fend you this Talk, as we are upon the fame Ifland,

that you may be informed of the Reafons of this great Ccincil,

the Situation of our civil Conftitution, and our Difpontion to-

wards you our Indian Brothers of thefix Nations and their /lilies,

(Three Strings, or a fmall Belt.)

Brothers and Friends, nonv attend.

When our Fathers crofled the great Water and came over to

tlii§ Land, the King oi England gave them a Talk ; affuring them

tha^
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that they and their Children fhould be his Children, and that if

they would leave their Native Country and make Settlements, and
live here, and buy, and fell, and trade with their Brethren be-

yond the Water, they fhould IHII keep hold of the fame covenant

Chain and enjoy Peace —And it was covenanted, that the Fields,

Houfes, Goods, and Poffeflions vv'hich our Fathers fhould acquire^

fhould remain to them as their own, and be their Children's for-

ever, and at their fole Difpofal.

Truftinp; that this C ovenant fhould never be broken, our Fa-
thers came a great Defiance beyond the great Water, laid out

their Money here, built Houfes, cleared Fields, raifed Crops,

and through their own Labour and Induflry grew tall and ftrong.

They have bought, fold and traded with England according to

Agreement, fending to them fuch Things as they wanted, and
taking in Exchange fuch Things as were wanted here.

The Kinp- of England and his People kept the Way open for

more than one hundred Years, and by our Trade became richer,

and by a Union with us, greater and fironger than the other

Kings and People who live beyond the Water.

All this Time they lived in great Friendfhip with us, ;*nd wc
with them ; for we are Brothers—one Blood.

Whenever they were ftruck, we inllantly felt as though the

Blow had been given to us— their Enemies were our Enemies.

"Whenever they went to War, we fent our Men to fland by
their Side and fight for them, and our Money to help them and

make them flrong.

They thanked us for our Love and fent us good Talks, and rc^

newed their Promife to be one People forever.

Brothers and Friends^ open a. kind Ear I

We will now tell you of the Quarrel betwixt the Counfellors of

King George and the Inhabitants and Colonies of America,

Many of his Counfellors are proud and wicked men.—They,

perfuade the King to breal^ the covenant Chain, and not to fend

us any more good Talks. A confiderable Number have prevailed

upon him to enter into a new Covenant againfl us, and have torn

efunder and caft behind their Backs the good old Covenant which

their Anceftors and ours entered into and took ftrong hold of.

They now tell us they will flip their Hand into our Pocket

\vithout aflcing, as though it were their own ; and at their Pleafure

they will take from us our Charters or written civil Conftitution,

which we love as our Lives—alfo our Plantations, our Houfes and

Goods whenever they pleafe, without aflting our leave.—That our

Veffels may go to this Ifland in the Sea, but to this or that parti-

cular Ifland we fliall not trade any more.—And in Cafe of our

Non-compliance with thefe new Orders^ thy fhut up our Har=

bours.
Brothers,
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Brothers, tliis is our prefent Situation-—thus have many of tlie

King's Counfellors and Servants dealt with us.—Ifwe fubmit, or

comply with their Demands, you can eafily perceive to what State

we will be reduced.—-If our People labour on the Field, they will

not know who lliall enjoy the Crop.—--If they hunt in the Woods,
it will be uncertain who fhall tafte of the Meat or have the Skins.-—

Ifthey biiild Houfesthey will not know whether they may fit round

the Fire, with their Wives and Children.—They cannot be fure

whether they fhall be permitted to eat, drink, and wear the

Fruits of their own Labour and Induftry.

Brothers and Friends ofthe Six Nations, attend^

We upon this Ifland have often fpoke and intreated the King
and his Servants the Counfellors, that Peace and Harmony might
ftill continue between us— that we cannot part with or loofe our

hold of the old covenant Chain which united our Fathers and
theirs—that we want to brighten this Chain—and keep the Way
open as our Fathers did ; that we want to live with them as Brq-

thers, labour, trade, travel abroad, eat and drink in Peace. We
have often allied them to love us and live in fuch Friendfhip with us

as their Fathers did with ours.

We told them again that we judged we were Exceedingly injured,

that they might as well kill us, as take away our Property and
the Necelfaries of Life.—We have aflced why they treat us thus ?

.—What has become of our repeated Addrefles and Supplications

to them ? Who hath (hut the Ears of the King to the Cries of his

Children in A?nerica ? No foft Anfwer—no pleafant Voice from
beyond the Water has yet founded in our Ears. •

Brothers, thus Hands the Matter betwixt 0/d England and A^
fnerica. You Indians know how Things are proportioned in a

Family-—between the Father and the Son—the Child carries a lit-

tle Pack

—

England we regard as the Father—this liland may be
compared to the Son.

The Father has a numerous Family—both at home and upon
this Ifland.—-He appoints a great Number of Servants to alTill

him in the Government of his Family. In Procefs of Time,
fome of his Servants grow proud and ill-natured-^—they were dif-

pleafed to fee the Boy fo alert and walk on fo nimbly with his

pack.-—They tell the Father and advife him to enlarge the Child's

Pack—they prevail—the Pack is increafed—the Child takes it up
again—as he thought it might be the Father's Pleafure—fpeaks

but few Words—thofe very, fmall—^-for he was loth to offend the

Father. Thofe proud and wicked Servants finding they had pre-

vailed, laughed to fee the Boy fweat and ftagger under his in^

creafed Load. By and by, they apply to the Father to dou,blc

the Boy's Pack, becaufe they heard him complain—and without
any Reafon faid they—he is a crofs Child—correal him if he com-
j)lains any more.—The Boy intreats the Father-—addreffes the,

great
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great Servants in a decent Manner, that the Pack might be h*ght-»

ened—he could not go any farther—humbly aflcs, if the old Fa-

thers, in any of their Records, had defcribed fuch a Pack for the

Child—After all the Tears and Intreaties of the Child, the Pack
is redoubled—the Child ftands a little, while daggering under the

Weight—ready to fall every Moment.—However, he entreats the

Father once more, though fo faint he could only lifp out his laft,

humble Supplication—waits a while—no Voice returns.—The
Child concludes the Father could not hear—thofe proud Servants

had intercepted his Supplications, or Hopped the Ears of the Fa-

ther.—He therefore gives one Struggle and throws off the Pack,

and fays he cannot take it up again—fuch a weight would crufh

him down and kill him—and he can but die if he refufes.

Upon this, thcfe Servants are very wroth—and tell the Father

many falfe Stories refpefting the Child—they bring a great Cudgel

to the Father, afldng him to take it in his Hand and ftrike the

Child.

This may ferve to illuftrate the prefent condition of the King's

American Subje6ls or Children.

Amidfl: thefe Oppreffions we now and then hear a mollifying

and reviving Voice from fome of the King's wife Conncellors, who
are our Friends and JPeel for our diftreffes, when they heard our

C^omplaints and our Cries, they applied to the King, alfo told

thofe wicked Servants, that this child in America was not a crofs

Boy, it had fuf&cient reafon for crying, and if the caufe of its

Complaint was neglefted, it would foon affiime the Voice of a

Man, plead for Juftice like a Man, and defend its rights and fup-*

port the old Covenant Chain of the Fathers.

Brothers y lijieji!

Notwithftanding all our Intreaties we have but little hope the

King will fend us any more good Talks, by reafon of his evil

Councellors ; they have perfuaded him to fend an Army of Soldi- ,

ers and many Ships of War, to rob and deftroy us. They have

ihut up many of our Harbours, feized and taken into polTeinon

many of our VefTels : The Soldiers have ftruck the Blow, killed

fome of our People, the blood now runs of the American Children :

They have alfo burned pur Houfes and Towns, and taken much
of our Goods.

Brothers ! we are no^^ neceffitated to rife, apd forced to fight,

or give up our civil Conftitution, run away and leave our Farms

and Houfes behind us. This muft not be. Since the King's

wicked Councellors will not open their Ears, and confider our jail

Complaints, and the Caufe of our Weeping, and hath given the

Blovv', we are determined to drive away the King's Soldiers, and to

kill and deftroy all thofe wicked Men we find in Arms againft the

Peace of the Twelve United Colonies upon this Ifland. We think

our caufe is juft ; therefore hope God will be on pur Side. Vv^e do.

not
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not take up the Ftatcliet and ftruggle for Honour and Conqueft;

but to maintain our civil Conllitution and religious Privileges, the

very fame for which our forefathers left their native Land and
came to this Country,

Brothers and Friends I

We defire you will hear and receive what we have now told you,

and that you will open a good Ear and liflen to what we are now
going to fay. This is a family Quarrel between us and Old Eng-
land, You Indians are not concerned in it. We don't wiih you
to take up the Hatchet againll the King's Troops. We defire you
to remain at home, and not join on either Side, but keep the Hat-
chet buried deep. In the Name and behalf of all our People we afic

and defire you to love Peace and maintain it, and to love and fym-
pathize with us in our Troubles ; that the Path may be kept open
with all our People andyours,to pafs and repafs,without Moleiiation.

Brothers ! we live upon the fame ground viath you. The fame
Ifland is our common Birth-place. We defire to fit down under
the fame Tree of Peace with you : Let us water its roots and che-

rlfh its growth, till the laVge Leaves and flouriftiing Branches
ihall extend to the fetting Sun, and reach the Skies,

Brothers y ohferve nvell

!

What is it we have aflced of you ?—Nothing but Peace, not-

withftanding our prefent dillurbed Situation—and if application

Ihould be made to you by any of the King's unwife and wicked
Minifters to join on their Side—We only advife you to deliberate

with great Caution, and in your Wifdom look forward to the Con-
fequences of a compliance. For if the King's Troops take away
our Property, and deftroy us who are of the fame Blood with

themfelves—What can you, who are Indians, exped: from them
afterwards ?

Therefore we fay. Brothers, take care—hold faft to your Co-
venant Chain.—You now know our Difpofition towards you, the

Six Nations of Indians , and your Allies.—Let this our good Talk
remain at Onondaga, your central Council Houfe. We depend
upon you to fend and acquaint your Allies to the northward, the

feven Tribes on the River St. Lanvrence, that you have this Talk
of owrs at the great Council Fire of the Six Nations. And when
they return, we invite your great Men to come and converfe far-

ther with us at Albatiy, where we intend to rekindle the Council

Fire, which your and our Anceilors fat round in great Friend-

fliip.

Brothers and Friends !
^

We greet you all,

Farev/ell.

(The large Belt of Intelligence and Declaration.)

Brothers \

We have faid we wilh you Indians may continue in Peace with

one
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one anotherj and with us the White People. Let us both be cau-

tious in our Behaviour towards each other at this critical flate of

Affairs. This Ifland now trembles, the Wind whiftles from al-

moll every Quarter—-let us fortify our Minds and ihut our Ears

againil falfe Rumours—let us be cautious what We receive for

Truth, unlefs fpoken by wife and good Men. If any Thing dif-

ap-reeable Ihould ever fall out between us, the Twelve United Colo-

nies, and you the Six Nations to wound our Peace, let us im-

mediately feek Meafures for healing the Breach. From the pre-

fent Situation of our Affairs, we judge it wife and expedient to

kindle up a fmall Council-Fire at Albany ^ where we may hear each,

ethers VoicCj and difclofe our Minds more fully to each other.

(Jfmall Belt.)

Ordered, That a fimilar Talk be prepared for the other Indi-

an Nations, preferving the Tenor of the above, and altering it fo

as to fuit the Indians in the feveral Departments.

The Congrefs then proceeded to the choice of CommiffionerS

for Indian Affairs, and after fome debate, agreed that the nomi-

nation of Commiffioners for the Southern Department be poftpon-

ed till Tuefday next.

Mr. Franklin y Mr. Henry, and Mr. Wilfon were unanimoufly

«le£ied for the Middle Department.
The Congrefs then proceeded to elect the Commiflioners for the

Northern Department, and the following Gentlemen were chofen,

viz. Major-General Philip Schuyler, Major Jofeph Hanvley, Mr.
7urhot Francis, Mr. Oliver Woolcot, and Mr. Volkert F. Doww^

Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock.

Friday, July 14, 1775.

Met according to adjournment.

The Conp-refs refumed the confideration of the report of the

Committee on the Militia, and after debate, the fame was referred

for farther confideration.

Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock. ~

Saturday, July 15, 1775.

Met according to adjournment.

On Motion made. The Congrefs came to the following refolu-

tion :

Whereas the Government of Great-Britain hath prohibited the

Exportation of Arms and Ammunition to any of the Plantations,

and endeavoured to prevent other Nations from fupplying us :

Resolved, That for the better furnifliing thefe Colonies with

the neceffary Means of defending their Rights, every Veifel im-

porting Gun-Pov/der, Salt-Petre, Sulphur, provided they bring

With the Sulphur four times as much Salt-petre, Brafs Field-

Pieces
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pieces, or good Muflcets fitted with Bayonets, within nine Months
from the date of this Refolution, Ihall be permitted to load and

export the Produce of thefe Colonies, to the Value of fuch Pow-
der and Stores aforefaid,the non-exportation Agreement notwith-

ilanding; and it is recommended to the Committees of the fevcraj

Provinces to infpe^l the Military Stores fo imported, and to efti-

mate a generous Price for the fame, according to their goodnefs,

and permit the Importer of fuch Powder and other Military Stores

aforefaid, to export the Value thereof and no more, in produce of

any kind.

Sundry Intercepted Letters were laid before the Congrefs and

read.

The Talk to the Stockbridge Indians was then taken up, and the

fame being debated, was agreed to.

On Motion, Rr solved. That the Congrefs will, on Thurfday

next, attend Divine Service in a Body, both morning and after-

noon.

Ordered, That Mr. Ly?ich and Mr. Dkkinfon wait on Mr.
Dtiche and Dr. AlUjon, and i-equetl Mr. Diiche to preach before

the Congrefs on Thurfday next, in the Morning, and Dr. Aliifon

jn the afternoon. v

Adjourned till Monday at eight o'clock.

Monday, JuI'^ 17, 1775.

Met according to adjournment.

A Letter from General Schuyler being laid before Congrefs,

was read, and the fame being taken into confideration.

Resolved, That a Commifiary of Stores and Provifions be

appointed for the Neiv-Tork Department during the prefent

Campaign.

Walter Livingjlon, Efq. chofen to that Office.

Resolved, That a Deputy Qwarter-Maller-General be ap-

pointed for the fald Department.

Donald Cafnpbelly Efq. eledled to that Office.

Ordered, That Mr. D. Campbell have the rank of Colonel In

the Army.
Resolved, That a Deputy Mufter-Mufler be appointed for

the faid Department.

Gunning Bedford, Efq. elefted to that Office.

Resolved, That the Convention of Neiv-Tork be defired to

recommend to General Schuyler a proper Perfon for a Deputy Ad-
jutant General or Brigade Major for the Army in the A^eiv-Tork

Department.

Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock.

Tuesday, J^uly iS, 1775.

Met according to adjournment.

Y The
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The Congrefs again refumed the Corifideratioh of the Report

of the Committee for putting the Militia into a proper State for

the Defence of y:f;?/^r/V<?, and the fame being debated by Para-

graphs, was agreed to as follows:

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Inhabitants of all

the United E?tglijh Colonies in North-America, that all able bo-

died effeciiive Men, between fixteen and fifty Years of Age in each

Colony, immediately form themfelves into regular Companies of

Militia, to confift of one Captain, two Lieutenants, one Enfig-n,

four Serjeants, four Corporals, one Clerk, one Drummer, one

Fifer, and about fixty-eight Privates.

That the OfHcers of each Company be chofen by the refpec-

tive Companies.

That each Soldier be furnifhed with a good Mull^et, that will

carry an ounce Ball, with a Bayonet, ileel Ramrod, Worm,
priming Wire and Brufh fitted thereto,; a cutting Sword or

Tomahav/k, a Cartridge-Box, that will contain twenty-three

Rounds of Cartridges, twelve Flints and a Knapfack.

That, the Companies be formed into Regiments or Battalions

officered with a Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, two Majors, an

Adjutant, or Quarter-Mailer.

That all Oiiicers above the Rank of a Captain be appointed by
the refpedtive Provincial AfTemblies or Conventions, or in their

Recefs by the Committees of Safety appointed by faid Affemblies

or Conventions.

That all Officers be commifiioned by the Provincial Alfemblies

or Conventions, or in their P^ecefs by the Committees of Safety

appointed by faid Affemblies or Conventions.

That all the Militia take proper Care to acquire Military Skill,

and be well prepared for Defence by being each Man provided

with one Pound of good Gunpowder, and four Pounds of Ball fit-

ted to his Gun.
That one fourth Part of the Militia in every Colony be felefted

for Minute Men, of fuch Perfons as are willing to enter into this

neceiTary Service, formed into Companies and Battalions, and

their Oiiicers chofen and commiffioned as aforefaid, to be ready

on the fnorteft Notice to march to any Place where their AfTif-

tance may be required for the Defence of their own or a neigh-

bouring Colony ; and as thefe Minute Men may eventually be

called to Atftion before the whole Body of the Militia are fuffi-

clently trained. It is recommended that a more particular and dili-

gent Attention be paid to their Inflruftlon in Military Difcipline.

That fuch of the Minute Men, as defire it, be relieved by new
Draughts as aforefaid from the whole Body of the Militia once in

four Months.

As there are fome People, who from religious Principles cannot

bear Arms in any Cafe, this Congrefs intend no Violence to their

Confciences,
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-Confcicnces, but earneflly recommend it to tliem to contribute li«»

berally in this Time of univerfal Calamity, to the Relief of their

diftreffed Brethren in the feverai Colonies, and to do all other

Services to their opprelTed Country, which they can confiftently

with their religious Principles.

That it be recommended to the AfTemblies or Conventions in

the refpedlive Colonies to provide, as foon as poffible, fufficient

Stores of Ammunition for their Colonies ; alfo that they devife

propv^r Means for furniihing with Arms fuch effeclive Men as are

poor and unable to furnifli themfelves.

That it be recommended to -each Colony to appoint a Commit-
tee of Safety, to fuperintend and diredl all Matters necefiary for

•the Security and Defence of their refpe6tive Colonies, in the Re-
cefs of their Alfemblies and Conventions.

That each Colony, at their own Expence, make fuch Proviiion

by armed Veflels or otlierwife, as their refpeftive Affemblies,

^Conventions, or Committees of Safety fliall jud^e expedient and
'luiiable to their Circumftances and Situations for the Protection of

thrTr Harbours and Navigation on their Sea Coafcs, againft all

unlawfui Invalions, Attacks, and Depredations, from Cutters

and ohips of V\^ar.

That it be recommended to the Makers of Arms for the Ufe of

the Militia, that they make good fubftantial Muflcets, with Bar-

rels three Feet and a half in Length, that will carry an ounce Ball,

and fitted with a good Bayonet and Heel Ram- Rod, and that the

making fuch Arms be encouraged in thefe United Colonies.

Where in any Colony a Militia is already formed under Regu-
lations approved of by the Convention of fuch Colony, or by fuch

Affemblies as are annually eletlive, we refer to the Difcretion of

fuch Convention or Affcmbly, either to adopt the foregoing Re-

gulations in the whole or in part, or to continue their former, as

they, on Confideration of all Circumftances, (hall think belt.

Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock.

Wednesday, July 19, 1775.

Met according to adjournment.

The Prefident laid before the Congrefs a Letter from the Ge-
neral, with fundry Papers enclofed, which were read and confide-

red, whereupon.

Ordered, That Mr. Wiljoji apply to the Cqmmittee of the City

and Liberties of Philadelphia, and requeft them to make diligent

enquiry what quantity of Duck, Rufia fheeting, Tow-cloth, Oz-
naburgs and Ticklenburgs can be procured in this City, and make
i-cturn as foon as poffible to this Congrefs.

Resolved, That Jofeph Trumbull be Commiffary General of

-Stores and Provifions for the Army of the United Colonies.

Resolved,
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Resolved, That the Appointment of a Quarter-Mafter-

General, a CommifTar)'- of Mufters, and a Commiffary of Artillery,

be left to General WaJJo'mgton.

That General Thomas be appointed firfl Brigadier-General, in

the Army of the United Colonies, in the Room of General Pome'

ro}\ who never acted under the Commillion fent to him, and that

General Thomas'' s, Commifiion bear the fame Date that General

Po'iieroy\ did.

Thai it be left to General Weijlj'tngton, if he thinks fit, to ap-

point three Brijvade-Majors, and commifiion them accordingly.

That a Committee of three be appointed to report the Method
of eftablilhing an Hofpital.

The Committee chofen are, Mr. Le^vjiSy Mr. Paine, and Mr.
Middleton.

That it be recommended to the Colonies of Nenxj-Uampjloire

y

Majfachufets-Baj y Rhode- Ijland, and Con?ie6Ticut, to compleat the

deficiencies in the Res^iments belonging to their refpeftive Colo-

nies, retained by the the General in the Continental Army before

Bcfion,

That it be recommended to the Colony of Rhode-JJIand, to com-
pleat and fend forward to the Camp before Bojloity as foon as pof-

fible, the three hundred and fixty men, lately voted by their Ge-
neral Afiembly.

That it be recommended to the Colony of Conne&icuf, to com-
pleat and fend forward to the Camp before Bojion, as foon as pof-

fible, the fourteen hundred Men lately voted by their General Af-
fembly.

On Motion 7nadey Resolved, That a Committee be appointed

to bring in an eftimate of the Expences, incurred by the Votes and

Refolves of this Congrefs.

Mr. Deane, Mr. Johnfotiy and Mr. CuJIoing chofen.

Agreed, That the Congrefs meet at this place to-morrow,

and from this Place go in a Body to attend Divine Service.

Resolved, That the Nomination of three of the Commiflion-

ers for Indian AflFairs, in the Southern Department be left to the

Council of Safety, appointed by the Colony of Soiith-Carolina.

That Mr. John Walker y of Virginia, be appointed one of the

Commiffioners for Indian Affairs in the Southern Department.

Adjourned till to-morrow at half pall nine o'clock.

ThuPvSDAy, July 20, 1775, Half after nine, J, M.
An Exprefs arriving with Difpatches frorn General Schuyler,*

the fame were read.

A Letter was alfo received from the Convention of Georgia,

and read, fetting forth, that that Colony had acceded to the

General Affociation, and appointed Delegates to attend this Con-
grcis.

Adjourned
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Adjourned till one o'clock, P. M.

P. M. Met uccording to Adjournment.

The DIfpatches from General Schuyler being taken Into Confi-

deration.

Resolved, That General Schttykr be empowered to difpofeof

and employ all the Troops in the Nenv-York Department, in fuch

Manner as he may think beft for the Proteftion and Defence of

thefe Colonies, the Tribes of Indians in Friendfliip and Amity
with us, and moil effeftually to promote the general Interell, ftill

purfulng, if in his Power, the former Orders from this Congrefs,

and fubje£l to the future Orders of the Commander in Chief.

Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock.

Friday, July 2i, 1775.

Met according to Adjournment.

The Committee appointed to prepare an Addrefg to the Inhabi-

tants of Jamaica^ having brought in a Draught, the fame was

read.

Ordered, To lie on the Table.

The Committee appointed to prepare an Addrefs to the Peoplp

of Ireland, brought in a Draught.

Ordered, To lie on the Table.

Resolved, That Mr. R, Bade, Mr. Stephen Pafchalh and

Mr. M. HillegaSf be appointed to fuperintend the Prefs, and to

have the Overfight and Care of printing the Bills of Credit ordered

to be ftruck by this Congrefs.

Resolved, That Mr. Willie Joiies^ oi North-Carolina , be the

fifth Commiffioner of hidian Affairs in the Southern Department,

Agreeable to Order, the Congrefs refolved itfelf into a Com-
mittee of the whole, to take into Confideration the State of Aine'

rica, and after fome Time fpent therein, the Prefident refumed

the Chair, and Mr. Ward reported that they had come to certain

Refolutions, which he read, and then defired leave to fit again.

The Committee appointed to devife Ways and Means to proteft

the Trade of thefe Colonies, brought in their Report, which was

read.

Ordered, That the fame be taken into Confideration to-

morrow morning.

The Congrefs then entered upon the Confideration of the Rcr
port from the Committee of the whole, and after fome Debate,

Resolved, That fuch a Body of Troops be kept up in the

Majjachufetts-Bay as General WaJJiington fhall think neceflary,

provided they do not exceed twenty-two thoufand Men.
Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock,

Saturday,
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Saturday, July 22, 1775*
Met according to adjournment.

Agreeable to the order of Yefterday, the Congrefs took into
Gonfideration the report of the Coipmittee appo.nted to devife
ways and means to proteft the Trade of thefe Co'onies, an^ after

fome debate, the farther confideration of it was pouponed to a fu-
ture Day.

Ofi Motio?t, Resolved, That Dr. Franklin, Mr. Jeferpm, Mr.
J. Adams, and Mr. Lee, be a Committee to take into" coniidera-
tion, and report on the Refolution of the Hpizfe of Commons,
Feb. 20, 1775, commonly called Lord North's Motion.
Adjourned till Monday/dt eight o'clock.

Monday being fpent in a Committee of the whole,

Tuesday, Jtily 25, 1775.

Met acQorditig to adjournment.

The Committee for that Purpofe appointed, brought in their

report for eftabliihing an Hofpital, which was read.

The Committee appointed to confider the ways and means of
eftabliihing a Poft, brought in their report, which was read, and
ordered to be confidered to-morrow.
The Committee appointed to confider and report their Opinion

of the Refolution of the Houfe of Commons, brought in their re^

port, which was read., and ordered to lie on the Table for the pe-
rufal of the Members.
The Congrefs then refumed the confideration of the Addrefs to

the AfTembly of Jamaica, and the fame being debated by Para-
graphs, was agreed to as follows:

Mr* Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Ajfeinhly of Jamaica.

We would think ourfelves deficient in our Duty, if we fuffere*^

this Congrefs to pais over without exprcffing our efteem for the At"

fembl y of Jamaica.

Vv^hoever attends to the condu6i: of thofe who have been entruft-

ed with the adminiftration of Britifo Affairs, during thefe laft

twelve Years, will difcover in it a deliberate Plan to deitroy, in e-

very part of the Empire, the free Conftltution for which Britain

has been fo long and fo juftly famed. With a Dexterity, artful

and wicked, they have varied the Modes of Attack according to

the different Characters andCircumftances of thofe whom they meant

to reduce. In the Eaft-Indies, where the effeminacy of the Inha-

bitants promifed an eaiy Conqueft, they thought it unnecefTary to

veil their tyrannic Principles under the thinnell Difguife, Withr

out deigning even to pretend a juftification of their Conduct, they

facrificed the Lives of Millions to the gratification of their infati-

able Avarice and lufl of Power. In Britain, where the Maxims
of



July, 1775. 175

of Freedom were Hill known, but where Luxury and DIffipatlon

had diffifnirticd the wonted reverence for them, the Attack has been

carried on in a more fecret and indire6l Manner : Corruption has

been employed to undermine them. The Americans are not ener-

vated by EiFeminacy, Hke the Inhabitants oi India ; nor debauch-

ed by Luxury, like thofe of Great-Britain : It was therefore

judgtd improper to aflail them by Bribery, or by undifguifed

Force. Plaufible Syftems were formed; fpecious Pretences were

made: All tne Arts of Sophiftry were tried to {hew that the Bri-

tiflj Miniftry had by Law a right to Enflave us. The firll and beft

Maxims of the Conftitution, venerable to Britons and to Americans,

were perverted and prophaned. The Power of Parliament, deriv-

ed from the People to bind the People, was extended over thofe

from whom it was never derived. It is aiTerted that a Handing

Army may be conftitutionally kept among us, without our con-

fent. Thofe Principles, difhonourable to thofe who adopted them,

and deftruftive to thofe to whom they were applied, were never-

thelefs carried into Execution by the Foes of Liberty and of Man-
kind. A6ls of Parliament, rxvixiOM's, to America, and unferviceable

to Britain, were made to bind us ; Armies, maintained by the

Parliament, were fent over to fecure their Operation. The Power,

however, and the Cunning of our Adverfaries, were alike unfuc-

cefsful. We refufed to their Parliaments an Obedience, which our

Judgments difapproved of: We refufed to their Armies a Submif-

fion, which Spirits, unnaccuftomed to Slavery, could not Brook.

But while we fpurned a difgraceful Subjection, we were far from

j;unning into rafli or feditious Meafures of Oppofition. Filled with

fentiments of loyalty to our Sovereign, and of affection and refpeCt

for our Fellow-Subje(i:^s in Britain ; we petitioned, we fupplicat-

ed, we expoftulated :—Our Prayers were rejefiied ;—our Remon-
flrances were difregarded ;—our Grievances were accumulated.

All this did not provoke us to Violence.

An Appeal to the Juftice and Humanity of thofe who had injur-

ed us, and were bound to redrefs our Injuries, was ineiTeftual ; wc
next refolved to make an Appeal to their Interell, though by do-

ing fo we knew we mud facrifice our own, and (which gave us e-

qual unealinefs) that of our Friends who had never offended us,

and who vv'-ere conne6led with us by a fympathy of feelings, under

Oppreflions fimilar to our own. We refolved to give up ^ur Com-
merce that we might preferve our Liberty. We flattered ourftlves,

that, when by withdrawing our commercial Intercourfe with Bri-

tain, which we had an undoubted Right either to withdraw or

continue, her Trade fhould be diminiflied, her Revenues impaired,

and her Manufacturers unemployed, our minifterial Foes would be

induced by Interell, or compelled by NecciTity, to depart from

the Plan of Tyranny which they had fo long purfued, and to fub-

flitute in its Place, a Syitem more compatible with the freedom of

yimerica
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America^ and juftice of 5;7V<^///. That this Scheme of non-im-

portatlon and non-exportation might be productive of the defired

Effects, we were obliged to include the Iflands in it. From this

Neceffity, and from this Necellity alone, has our Condudl towards

them proceeded. By converting your Sugar Plantations into fields

of Grain, you can fupply yourfelves with the necefTaries of Life :

"While the prefent unhappy Struggle fhall continue, we cannot do
more.

But why fhould we make any Apology to the Patriotic AfTem-
bly of Jamaica i who know fo well. the value of Liberty; who arc

fo fenfible of the extreme Danger to which ours is expofed ; and
who forefee how certainly the deftru6lion of ours muft be followed

by the deftrud:ion of their own ?

We receive uncommon Pleafure from obferving the Principles

of our righteous Oppohtion diftinguifhed by your Approbation :

We feel the wafmeft Gratitude for your pathetic Mediation in our

Behalf with the Crown. It was indeed unavailing—but are you
to blame ? Mournful Experience tells us, that Petitions are often

reje£led, while the Sentiments and Conduct of the Petitioners en-

title what they offer to a happier Fate.

That our Petitions have been treated with Difdain is now be*
come the fmalleft Part of our Complaint : Minifterial Infolence is

lolt in minifterial Barbarity. It has, by an exertion peculiarly

ingenious, procured thofe very Meafures, which it laid us under

the hard Neceffity of purfuing, to be ftigmatized in Parliament as

rebellious : It has employed additional Fleets and Armies for the

infamous Purpofe of compelling us to abandon them : It has

plunged lis in all the horrors and calamities of civil War : It has

caufed the Treafure and Blood of Britons (formerly fhed and ex-

pended for far other Ends) to be fpilt and wafted in the execrable

Defign of fpreading flavery over BritiJIj America: It will not,

however, accomplifh its Aim ; In the worft of Contingencies, a

Choice will ftill be left, which it never can prevent us from mak-
ing.

The peculiar Situation of your Ifland forbids your Afliftancc.

But we have your good wifties.—From the good wifhes of the

Friends of Liberty and Mankind, we ftiall always derive Confo-

lation.

Ordered, That a fair Copy be made out, to be fignedby the

Prefident, and tranfmitted by the firft Opportunity.

Ths Congrefs then refuming the report of the Committee of

the whole, came tothe following Refolutions.

REsoLvbD, That a Body of Forces, not exceeding five thou-

fand, be kept up in the Nenv-Tork Department, for the Purpofe

of defending that part o^ America^ and for fecuring the Lakes,

and prote^lin"; the Frontiers from Incurfions or Invafions.
^ ""

That
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That a farther Sum, amounting to the Value of one Million of

Spanifh Milled Dollars be ftruck in Bills of Thirty Dollars each.

As the figning fo great a Number of Bills as has been diretled

to be iffued by this Congrefs, will require more time than the

Members can poflibly devote to that Bufinefs, confiftent with the

Attention due to the public Service,

Resolved, That the following Gentlemen be appointed and

fully anthorifed to fign the fame, viz. Luke Morris, Samuel Mere-

dith, Judah Foulke, Samuel Morris, Frederick Kuhl, Robert Strettle

Jones, Thoinas Coo?nhe, Ellis Le<vois, John Meafe, Thomas Lwvj-

rence, Daniel Clymer, John Max'well Nejhtt, Thomas Barclay, John

Bayard, William Craig, Thofnas Barto'w, John Shee, Ifaac Hazls-

hurji, Robert Roberts, Ajithony Morris, Mordecai Leivis, George

Mifflin, Robert Tucknifs, Andrenv Bunner, William Jackfon, Jofeph

Sims, James MiUigan, and Ja?7ies Reed.

That each of the Continental Bills be numbered and fignedby

two of the above Gentlemen.

That each Gentleman who figns the Continental Bills, be al-

lowed and paid4?ut of the Continental Treafury, one Dollar and

one-third of a Dollar for each and every thoufand Bills, figned

and numbered by him.

That the Gentleman appointed to number and fign the Bills,

do give their receipts for the fame, expreffing the Number and De-
nomination of them; and after numbering and fignlng them,fhall

deliver the fame to the Continental Treafurers, taking their Re-

ceipts for the Bills fo delivered.

On Motion, Resolved, That Mr. Samuel Jda?ns, Mr. Lee,

and Mr. J. Rutledge, with the Secretary, be a Committee to revife

the Journal of this Congrefs, and prepare it for the Prefs.

Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock.

Wednesday, July 26, 1775.

Met according to adjournment.

Agreeable to order, the Congrefs refumed the confideration of

the report of the Committee for eftabllflilng a Poll ; and the fame

being debated, was agreed to as follows.

That a Poft-Mafter-General be appointed for the United Colo-

nies, who fhall hold his Office at Philadelphia, and Ihall be allow-

ed a Salary of one thoufand Dollars per annutn for himfelf, and

three hundred and forty Dollars per annum for a Secretary and

Comptroller, with Power to appoint fuch, and fo many Deputies

as to him may feem proper and necelTary.

That a Line of Pofts be appointed under the dlreftion of the

Pofl-Mailer General, from Falmouth in Nenu-England to Savan-

nah in Georgia, with as many crofs Pods as he (hall think lit.

That the allowance to the Deputies, in lieu of Sallary and ail

contingent Expences, fhall be twenty per cent* on the Sums they

Z colledl
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GoUeft and pay into the General Poft-OfEce annually, when the

whole Is under or not exceeding One thoufand Dollars y and Ten per
Centum for all Sums above One thoufand Dollars a Year,

That the feveral Deputies Account quarterly with the General

Poft-Office, and the Poft-Mafter General annually with the Conti-

nental Treafurers, when he fhall pay into the Receipt of the faid

Treafurers the Profits ofthe Poil-Office ; and if the neceffary Ex-
pence of this Eftablifhment fhould exceed the Produce of it» the

Deficiency fhall be made good by the United Colonies, and paid

to th^ Pofl-Mafler General by the Continental Treafurers.

On Motion made, Resolved, That it be recommended to

the Poft-Mafler General to eftablifh a weekly Pofl to South-

Carolina.

That it be left to the PoU-Mafter-General to appoint a Secreta-

ry and Comptroller.

The Congrefs then proceeded to the Elefklon of a Pofl-Maflier

General for one Year, and until another is appointed by a future

Congrefs, when Benjamin Franklin^ Efq; was unaniraoufly

chofen.

Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock.

Thursday, July 27, 1775.
Met according to Adjournment.
The Congrefs took into Confideratlon the Report of the Com-

ruittee on eftablifhing an Hofpltal for the Army, and the fame
being debated, was agreed to as follows :

That for the Eilabllfliment of an Hofpltal for an Army confifl-

ing of twenty thoufand Men, the following Officers and other

Attendants be appointed^ with the following Allowance or Pay,
viz.

One Direftor-General and chief Phyficlan, his Pay per Day,
four Dollars.

Four Surgeons, each ditto, one and one third ofa Dollar,

One Apothecary, ditto, one and one third ofa Dollar.

Twenty Surgeons Mates, each ditto, t'voo thirds vfa Dollar..

One Clerk, ditto, tnxio thirds of a Dollar,

Two Store-keepers, eachy^'^r Dollars per Month.
One Nurfe to every ten fick, one fifteenth ofa Dollar per Day,

or tnuo Dollars per Month.
Labourers occafionally.

The Duty of the above Officers.

The Dire^ior to furnlfh Medicines, Bedding, and all other Ne-
cefTarles, to pay for the fame, fuperlntend the whole, and make
his Report to, and receive Orders from the Commander in Chief.

Surgeons, Apothe-l To vlfit and attend the Sick, and the

cary and Mates. ^ yifitt^ to obey the Orders ofthePhyfi-

clans, Surgeons and Apothecary.
Matron.
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Matron. To fuperintend the Nurfes, Bedding, &c.
Nurfes. To attend the Sick and obey the Matron's Orders.

Clerk. To keep Accounts for the Director and Store-keepers.

Store-keeper. To receive and deliver the Bedding and other
Neceflaries by Order of the Director.

The Congrefs then proceeded to the Eledion of Officers far

the^Hofpita], when
Benjamin Church vi^as unanimoufly elected, to be Director of,

and Phyfician in the Hofpital.

Resolved, That the Appointment of the four Surgeons and
the Apothecary be left to Dodlor B. Church,

That the Mates be appointed by the Surgeons.
That the Number of Mates do not exceed twenty.
That the Number be not kept in conftant Pay, unlefs the Sick

and Wounded fhould be fo numerous as to require the Attendance
of twenty, and to be diminifhed as Circumftances will admit, for

which Purpofe the Pay is fixed by the Day, that they may only
receive Pay for a6lual Service.

That one Clerk, two Store-keepers, and one Nurfe to every
ten Sick be appointed by the Diredlor.

On Motion made. Resolved, That the Pay-mafter give
Bond, with two Sureties, in the Sum of Fifty Thoiifand Dollars,
for the faithful Performance of his Office.

That the Bond be made payable to the fame Perfons, to whom
the Bonds of the Continental Treafurers are payable.

James Warren^ Efq; was then uqanimoufly elei^ed Pay-Mafter
General.

Resolved, That the Pay-mafter in the Neijo-Tork Department
give Bond to the fame Perfons as above direfled, with two Sure-
ties, in the Sum of Tnventy-five Thou/and Dollars y for the faithful

Performance of his Office.

Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock.

Friday, July 28. 1775,

Met according to Adjournment,

Ordered, That Mr. MKean, and Mr. JVilfon, prepare the
Form of Bonds for the Continental Treafurers to execute.

The Congrefs then proceeded to the Ele6lion of a Paymafter for
the Forces in the Nenu-York Department, when Jonathan Trtmi-
lull, jun. Efq; was unanimoufly eledled to that Office.

The Addrefs to the People of Ireland being again read by Pa»
ragraphs, was agreed to as fQllows

;
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To the People <?/' Ireland. From the Delegates appointed ly the Unit*
ed Colonies of Nenu-Hampjlolre^ Mafachufetts-Bay^ Rhode

-

Ijland and Proiildence Plantations^ Conneidlcut., Nenv-Torky

Ne^M-Jerfey, Peyznfylvanla, the Lonjjer Counties on Dela-ware^

Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina^ and South-Carolina ^ In

General Congrefs at Philadelphia, the loth ofMay, 1775.

Friends and Felloiv SuhjeSls !

As the important Conteft, into which we have been driven, is

now become interefting to every European State, and particularly

afieds the Members of the 5r/V//7p Empire, we think it our Duty
to addrefs you on the Subje6l. AVe are defirous, as is natural to

injured Innocence, of poiTeffing the good Opinion of the Virtuous
and Humane,—We are peculiarly defirous of furnifhingjj'Oz^ with a
true State of our Motives and Objeds ; the better to enable you to

judge of our Condud with Accuracy, and determine t:ie Merits of
the Controverfy with Impartiality and Precifion.

However incredible it may appear, that, at this enlightned
Period, the Leaders of a Nation, v/hich in every Age has facri-

ficed Hecatombs of her bravefl Patriots on tl:e Altar of Liberty,
fhculd prefame gravely to affert, and, by Force of Arms, attempt
to eftablifh an arbitrary Sway over the Lives, Liberties, and

'

Property of their Fellow Subjeds in A7nerlca\ it is neverthelefs a
mofl: deplorable and indifputable Truth.

Thefe Colonies have, from the Time of their firft Settlement,
for near two Centuries, peaceably enjoyed thofe very Rights, of
which the Miniftry have, for ten Years paft, endeavoured, by
Fraud and by Violence to deprive them. At the Conclufion of
the lall War the Genius o£England '<md the Spirit of Wifdom, as

if offended at the ungrateful Treatment of their Sons, withdrew
from the Brltiflo Counfels and left that Nation a Prey to a Race of
Miniiters, with whom ancient EngllJJj Honefty and Benevolence,
difdained to dwell. From that Period, Jealoufy, Difcontent,

OppreiTion and Difcord have raged among all his Majefty's Sub-
jeds

; and filled every Part of his Dominions with Diflrefs and
Complaint,

Not content with our purchafiug of Britain at her own Price,

cloathing and a thoufand other Articles ufed by near three Mil-
lions of People on this vaft Continent ; not fatisfied with the a-

mazing Profits arifing from the Monopoly of our Trade, without
giving us either Time to breathe after a long though glorious

War, or the leail Credit for the Blood and Treafure v/e have ex-

pended in it ;—Notwithftanding the Zeal we had manifelted for

the Service of our Sovereign, and the warmeih Attachment to the

Conilitution of Britain and the People of Eiigland, a black and
horrid Defign was formed, to convert us from Freemen into

Slaves, from Subjeds into VaiTals, and from Friends into Ene-

mies. Taxes,
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Taxes, for the firfl Time fince we landed on the Atncrican

Shores, were, without our Conient, impofed upon us ; an uncon-
flitutional Edi6: to compel us to furnifh Neceffaries for a ftandinj^

Army, that we wi/hed to lee diibanded, was Iffued ; and the Le-
giUature of Ne'^jo-Tork fufpended for refufmg to comply with it.

Our antient and inellimable Right of Trial by Jury was, in many
Inilances, abolifned ; and the common Law of the Land made to

give piacc to Admiralty Jurifdiclions. Judges, were rendered,

by the Tenure of their Commiffions, entirely dependent on the

Wiil of a Miniller. New Crimes were arbitrarily created ; and
new Courts, unknown to the Conllitution, inilituted. Wicked
and inlidious Governors have been fet over us ; and dutiful Peti-

tions for the Removal of even the notoriouHy infamous Governor
Hutchinjon^ were branded with the opprobious Appellation of
fcaiidalous and defamatory. Hardy Attempts have been made
under Colour of Parliamentary Authority to feize A?nericanSf and
carry them to Great-Britaintoht tried for Offences committed in

the Colonies. Ancient Charters have no longer remained facred,

that of the Majfachufctts- Hay was violated ; and their Form of
Government efientidliy mutilated and transformed. On Pretence

of punlfhing a Violation of fome private Property, committed by
a few difguifed Individuals, the populous and flourifhing Town
of Bojhn was furrounded by Fleets and Armies ; its Trade def-

troyed ; its Port blocked up ; and thirty thoufand Citizens fub-

jefted to all the Miieries attending fo fudden a Convullion in their

commercial Metropolis ; and to remove every Obftacle to the ri-

gorous Execution of this Syftem of Oppreffion, an A£l of Parlia-

ment was paifed evidently calculated to indemnify thofe, who
might, in the Profecution of itj even embrue their fiands in the

Blood of the Inhabitants.

Though preffed by fuch an Accumulation of undeferved Inju-

ries America ftill remembered her Duty to her Sovereip-n. A
Congrefs, confiiling of Deputies from Twelve United Colonies

affembled. They in the moil refpeftful Terms laid their Grievr

ances at the Foot of the Throne ; and implored his Majeily's In-

terpofition in their Behalf. They alfo agreed to fufpend all

Trade with Great-Britain, Ireland, and the Weji- Indies \ hoping,

by this peaceable Mode of Oppofition, to obtain that JufHce from
the Britijh Miniftry which had been fo long folicited in vain

And here permit us to affure you, that it was with the utmoU
Reluctance we could prevail upon ourfelves, to ceafe our commer-
cial Connection with your liland—Tour Parliament had done us

no wrong.

—

You had ever been friendly to the Rights of Man-
kind ; and we acknowledge, with Pleafure and Gratitude, that

your Nation has produced Patriots, who have nobly diftinguifaed

themfelves in the Caufe of Humanity and America. On the other

Hand;,
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hand, we were not ignorant that the Labour and Manufactures of

Ireland^ like thofe of the Silk-Worrti, were of little Moment to

herfelf ; but ferved only to give Luxury to thofe who neither Toil

nor Spin."—We perceived that if we continued our Commerce with

you, our agreement not to import from Britain would be fruitlefs

and were therefore compelled to adopt a Meafure, to which no

thing but abfolute Neceffity would have reconciled us. It gave

us, however, fome confolation to refleft, that fhould it occafion

much Diftrefs, the fertile Regions of America would afford you
a fafe Afylum from Poverty, and in time from Oppreflion alfo;

an Afylum, in which many thoufands of your Countrymen have

found Hofpitality, Peace, and Affluence, and become united to

us by all the Ties of Confanguinity, mutual Intereft, and AfFe6t-

on. Nor did Congrefs flop here r-^-Flattered by a pleafing Expec-

tation, that the Juftice and Humanity which had fo long charac*

terized the Englijh Nation, would, on proper Application, afford

us relief; they reprefented their Grievances in an affectionate Ad-
drefs to their Brethren in Britain^ and intreated their Aid and In-

terpofition in behalf of thefe Colonies.

The more fully to evince their refpeft for their Sovereign, the

ijnhappy People of Bofton were requefted by the Congrefs to fub-

mit with Patience to their Fate ; and all A7iierica united in a Re-
folution to abftain from every Species of Violence.—During this

Period that devoted Town faffered unfpeakably. Its Inhabitants

were infulted and their Property violated. Still relying on the

Clemency and Juftice of his Majefly and the Nation, they permit-

ted a few Regiments to take pofTeftion of their Town, to furround

it with fortifications ; and to cut off all Intercourfe between them

and their Friends in the Country.

With anxious Expectation did all Ainerica wait the Event of

their Petition-—^All America laments its Fate.—Their Prince was

deaf to their Complaints : And vain were all Attempts to imprefs

him with a fenfe of the fufferings of his American Subjects, of the

cruelty of their Taflc-Mafters, and of the many Plagues which im-

pended over his Dominions. Inftead of direClIons for a candid

Enquiry into our Grievances, infult was added to Oppreflion; and

our long forbearance rewarded with the imputation of Cowardice,

Our Trade with foreign States was prohibited ; and an Aft of

Parliament paffed to prevent our even fifhlng on our own Coafts.

Our peaceable Affemblles, for the purpofe of confulting the com-

mon Safety, were declared Seditious; and our afferting the very

Rights which placed the Crown of Great-Britain ow the Heads of

the three fucceflive Princes of the Houfe of Hanover, ftiled Rebel-

lion.—Orders were given to reinforce the Troops in America. The
wild and barbarous Savages of the Wildernefs have been foliclted

by gifta to take up the Hatchet agalnft us ; and inftigated to de-

luge our Settlements with the Blood of innocent and defencelefs

Women
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Women and Chlldren.-i-The whole Country wns moreover alarm-

ed with the horrors of domeftic Infurreftions.—Refinements in

Parental Cruelty, at which the Genius of Britain mull blufh !

Refinements which admit not of being even recited without Hor-

ror, or pra6tifed without infamy 1 We fhould be happy, were

thefe dark Machinations the mere fuggeftions of Sufpicion.—Wc
are forry to declare, that we are poffefled of the moil authentic

and indubitable Evidence of their reality.

The Miniftry, bent on pulling down the Pillars of the Conftitu-

tion, endeavoured to eredl the Standard of Defpotifm in America;

and if fuccefsful, Britain and Ireland may fiiudder at the Confe-

fequences !

Three of their moft experienced Generals are fent to wage War
with their Fellow-Subjeds ; and America is amazed to find the

Name of Honxie in the Catalogue of her Enemies :—She loved his

Brother.

Defpairing of driving the Coloniils to refiftance by any other

Means than actual Hollility, a Detachment of the Army at Bofion

marched into the Country in all the Array of War ; and, unpro-

voked, fired upon, and killed feveral of the Inhabitants.—The
neighbouring Farmers fuddenly affembled, and repelled the At-
tack. From this, all communication between the Town and

Country was intercepted.—The Citizens petitioned the General

for permiffion to leave the Town, and he promifed on furrendering

their Arms, to permit them to depart with their other Effedls.

They accordingly furrendered their Arms, and the General vio-

lated his Faith.—Under various Pretences, PafTports were delayed

and denyed; and many thoufands of the Inhabitants are at this

Day confined in the Town, in the utmofl Wretchedaefs and Want.

The Lame, the Blind, and the Sick, have indeed been turned out

into the neighbouring Fields ; and fome, eluding tlie Vigilance of

the Sentries, have efcaped from the Town, by fwiraing to the

adjacent Shores.

The War having thus began on the part of General Gage\

Troops, the Country armed and embodied. The reinforcements

from Ireland foon after arrived ; a vigorous Attack was then made
upon the Provincials.—In their March, the Troops furrounded the

Town of Charlejlo'wny confilling of about four hundred Houfcs

then recently abandoned to efcape the Fury of a relentlefs Soldiery,

Having plundered the Houfes, they fet fire to the Town, and re-

duced it to Afhes.—To this wanton Walle of Property, unknown
to civilized Nations, they were prompted the better to conceal

their approach under cover of the Smoke. A fhocking Mixture

of Cowardice and Cruelty, which then firfl tarnifhed the liiflre of

the Britijh Arms, when aimed at a Brother's Bread !—But bleffed

be God they were reftrained from committing farther Ravages, by

the lofa of a very confiderable part of their Army, including many
of
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of their moft experienced OiHcers.—The lofs of the Inhabitant*

was inconfiderabie.

Compelled therefore to behold thoufands of our Countrymen
impriioned, and Men, \¥omen, and Children involved in pro-

mifcuous and unmerited Mifery.—When we find ail Faith at an

end, and facred Treaties turned into Tricks of State ; when wc
perceive our Friends and Kinfmen maffacred, our Habitations

plundered, our Houies in flames, and their once happy Inhabi-

tants fed only by the Hand of Charity ;—who can blame us for

endeavouring to rellrain the Progrefs of Defolation? who can cen-

fure our repelling the Attacks of fucli a barbarous Band ? who^
in fuch Circumftances, would not obey the great, the univerial>

the divine Law of Self-prefervation ?

Though vilified as vv^anting Spirit, we are determined to behave

like men—-Though infulted and abufed, we wifh for reconciliati-

on.—Though defamed as Seditious, we are ready to obey the

X.aws—And though charged with Rebellion, will cheerfully bleed

in defence of our Sovereign in a righteous Caufe.—What more
can we fay ?—What more can we offer ?

But we forbear to trouble you vv^ith a tedious Detail of the vari-

ous andfruitleis Offers and Applications we have repeatedly made,

not for Penfions, for Wealth, or for Honours, but for the hum-
ble Boon of being permitted to poiTefs the fruits of honefl Induf-

try, and to enjoy that degree of Liberty, to v/hich God and the

Conftitution have given us an undoubted right.

Bleffed with an indilfoluble Union, with a variety of internal Re-
fources, and v/ith a firm reliance on the Juii:ice of the fupreme

Difpofer of all human Events, we have no doubt ©f rifmg fuperior

to all the Machinations of evil and abandoned Miniflers. We al-

ready anticipate the golden Period, when liberty, with all the

gentle Arts of Peace and Huoanity, fhall eftablifh her mild Do-
minion in this w^eilern World, and ere£l eternal Monmnents to the

Memory of thofe virtuous Patriots and Martyrs, who fhall have

fought and bled and fuffered in her Caufe.

Accept our mod grateful Acknowledgments for the friendly

difpofition you have always fhewn towards us.—We know that

you are not without your Grievances.—We fympathize with you

in your Diflrefs, and are pleafed to find that the Defign of fub-

jugating us, has perfuaded Adrriniftration to difpenfe to Ireland,

fome vafrrant Rays of minifterial Sunfhine.—Even the tender Mer- .

cies of Government have long been cruel towards you.—In the

rich Paftures of Ireland^ many hungry Parricides have fed, and

grown flrong to labour in its Deftniclion. We hope the patient

abiding of the Meek may not always be forgotten ; and God
grant that the iniquitous Schemes of extirpating Liberty from the

BrltiJJj Empire may be foon defeated. But we fhould be wanting

to ourfelves j we fhould be perfidious to Pofterity ; we fhould be

unworthy
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Unworthy that Anceftry from which we derive our defcent, fhould

we fubmit with folded Arms to military Butchery and Depreda-

tion, to gratify the lordly Ambition, or fate the Avarice of a

Britijh Miniftry. In defence of our Perfons and Properties, un-

der aftual Violation, we have taken up Arms; when that Vio-

lence fhall be removed, and Hoftilities ceafe on the part of the

AggrefTors, they (hall ceafe on our Part alfo. For the Atchieve-

ment of this happy Event, we confide in the good Offices of our

Fellow- Subjects beyond the Atlantic, Of their friendly Difpofi-

tion we do not yet defpond ; aware as they mull be, that they

have nothing more to expe6l froni the fame common Enemy, than

the humble Favour of being laft devoured.

Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock.

Saturday, July 29, I775«

Met according to adjournment.

The Congrefs refumed the confideration of the report from the

Committee of the whole, and came to the foliov/ing Refolution :

Re SOLVED, That the Pay of the Commiffary-General of MuflerS

be Forty Dollars per Month.
Deputy CommifTary-General of Stores and Provlfions Siy:ty Dot"

Jars per ditto.

Deputy Adjutant- General Fifty Dollars per do.

Deputy Mufter-Mafter General Forty Dollars per do.

Brigade-Major Thirty-three Dollars per do.

CommifTary of Artillery Thirty Dollars per do.

Judge Advocate, Tnventy Dollars per do.

Colonel Fifty Dollars per do.

Lieutenant-Colonel Forty Dollars per do.

Major Thirty-three Dollars and one- third per do.

Captain Tnventy- Dollars per do.

Lieutenant Thirteen Dollars znd one-third ^^r do.

Enfign Ten Dollars per do.

Serjeant Eight Dollars per do.

Corporal, Drummer, and Fifer, each Seven Dollars and one*

third) per do.

Private Six Dollars and tnuo-thirds per do.

h.^]Vit2iXit Eighteen Dollars and one-third "^tx do.

Qu^arter-Mafter Eighteen Dollars and one third per do.

Chaplain Tnventy Dollars per do.

That the Pay of the Light- Infantry be the fame as thatm the

Regiment from a Captain to a Private, both inclulive.

That in the Artillery the Pay of a Captain be T'VJenty-fix DoU
lars and tivo-thirds per Month.

Captain Lieutenant Tiventy Dollars per do.

A a Lieutenants
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Lieutenants firft and fecond Eighteen Dollars and one third per

ditto.

Lieutenant Fireworker Thirteen Dollars and one third per ditto.

Serjeant Eight Dollars and one third per ditto.

Corporal Seven Dollars and a halfy&v Month.

Bombardier Seven Dollars per ditto.

Matrofs Six Dollars andfvejixths of a Dollar per ditto.

That the Appointment of Provoft-Martial, Waggon-mafter,

and Mailer Carpenter be left to the Commander in Chief of the

Army, who is to fix their Pay, having Regard to the Pay they

receive in the Minifterial Army, and the Proportion that the Pay

of the Officers in faid Array bears to the Pay of our Officers.

Willia77i Tudori Efq; was elecled Judge Advocate of the Army.,

Resolved, That Michael Hillegas ^ 2.xi^ George Clymer, Efqrs.

be joint Treafurers of the United Colonies : That the Treafurers

refide in Philadelphia, and that they (hall give Bond with Surety

for the faithful Performance of their Office, in the Suni of Oiie

hundred thoufand Dollars to John Hancock, Henry Middleton

John Dickinfon, John Alfopy Thomas Lynch, Richaf'd Henry Lee,

and James Wilfon, Efqrs. and the Survivor of them in Trull for

the United Colonies.

- That the provincial AlTemblies or Conventions do each chufe a

Treafurer for their refpeftive Colonies, and take fufficient Security

for the faithful Performance of the Trull.

That each Colony provide V\^ays and Means to fmk its Propor-

tion of the Bills ordered to be emitted by this Congrefs, in fuch

Manner as may be moll efFe6lual and bell adapted to the Condition,

Circumllances and equal Mode of levying Taxes in fuch Colony.

That the Proportion or Quota of each Colony be determined

according to the Number of Inhabitants of all Ages, including

Negroes and Mulattoes in each Colony ; but as this cannot at pre-

fent be afcertained, that the Quotas of the feveral Colonies be fet-

tled for the Prefent as follows, to undergo a Revilion and Correc-

tion, when the Lifl of each Colony is obtained.

Ne'w-Ha7npjhire, - 124069 and a half

Majachufetts-Bay, - 434244
B-hode-IjIand, - - 71959 and a half

Conne^icut, - ... 248139
Nenv-Yorky - -• 248139
Neiv-Jerfey, - - 161290 and a half

Fennfylvania, - - 372208 and a half

Delaware, - - - 37219 and a half

Maryland, - - 3 t 01 74 and a half

Virgi?iia, - - - 496278
yNorth-Carolina, ,

- - 248139 -

South-Carolina, - - 248139
3,000000

That
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That each Colony pay its refpe6ilve Quota in four equal annual

Payments, the firft Payment to be made on or before the laft Day
of November^ which will be in the Year of our Lord, 1779 ; the

fecondj on or before the laft Day of A^£?f(?7/^^^r, 1780; the third,

on or before the laft Day of Novef/d^er, 1781 ; and the fourth or

Jaft, on or before the laft Day of Nove?nber^ 1782 ; and that for

this End the feveral Provincial Aflerablies or Conventions provide

for laying and levying Taxes in their refpeftive Provinces or Colo-

nies, towards finking the Continental Bills : That the faid Bills be

received by the Colleilors in Payment of fuch Taxes, and be hy
the Colledors paid into the Hands of the Provincial Treafurers,

with all fuch other Monies as they may receive in Lieu of the Con-
tinental Bills, which other Monies the faid Provincial Treafurer

fhall endeavour to get exchanged for Continental Bills, and where
that cannot be done, fhall fend to the Continental Treafurers the

Deficiency in Silver or Gold, with the Bills making up the Quo-
ta to be funk in that Year, taking care to cut by a circular Punch
of an Inch Diameter an Hole in each Bill, and to crofs the fame,

thereby to render them unpaffable, though the Sum or Value is

to remain fairly legible : And the Continental Treafurers, as faft

as they receive the faid Quotas, fhall with the Affiftance of a

Committee of live Perfons, to be appointed by the Congrefs, if

fitting, or by the Affembly or Convention of the Province oi Penn-

fylvania^ examine and count the Continental Bills, and in the Pre-

fence of the faid Committee burn and deftroy them. And the Sil-

ver and Gold fent them to make up the Deficiencies of Quotas,

they fhall retain in their Hands until demanded in Redemption of

Continental Bills that may be brought to them for that Purpofe,

which Bills fo redeemed, they fhall alfo burn and deftroy in pre-

fence of the faid Committee. And the faid Treafurers, whenever

they have Silver or Gold in their Hands for the Redemption of

Continental Bills, fhall advertlfe the fame, fignlfying that he 13

ready to give Silver or Gold for fuch Bills to all Perfons requiring

it in Exchange.

The provincial Treafurers and Colledlors are to have fuch Al-

lowances for their refpeftive Services, as fhall be directed by the

feveral Affemblies or Conventions, to be paid by their refpe6live

Province or Colony.

That the Continental Treafurers be allowed for their Service this

Year Five hundred Dollars each.

Resolved, That the Paymafter General, CommlfTary Gene-
ral, Quarter-Mafter General, and every of their Deputies, fhall

take an Oath truly and faithfully to difcharge the Duties of their

refpeftive Stations.

Ordered, That the Continental Treafurers do pay to Colonel

JVilliam Thompfon^ or his Order, Five thoufand Dollars on Ac-
count, being by advance for the Service of a Battalion of RlfHe-

Men under his C ommand. Re s 1* ve d,



i88 Journals of Congress.

Re SOLVED, That this Congrefs will as foon as the public Bufi-

nefs permits, adjourn to the Fifth of September next.

Resolved, That the Congrefs will on Monday next confider

of the State of Trade, after the tenth of next September. ,

Mr. M^Kean, from the Committee reported the Form of a

Bond, to be given by the joint continental Treafurers.

Ordered, That the faid Committee do infpeft into the SufH-

ciency of the Sureties.

Adjourned till Monday at eight o'clock.

Monday, July 31, 1775.

Met according to Adjournment.
The Congrefs took into Confideration the Report of the Com-

mittee on the Refolve of the Houfe of Commons, and the fame

being debated by Paragraphs, was agreed to as follows :

The fever^l Affemblies of Ne^jj-Jerfey^ Fennfylvaniay and Vir-

ginia^ having referred to the Congrefs a Refolution of the Houfe

of Commons of Great-Britain, which Refoliftion is in thefe

Words :

" Luna, zd^ Die Feb. 1 7 75.

" The Houfe in a Coaimittee on the American Papers. Motion

made, and Queftion propofed.

" That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that when the Ge-

neral Council and Affembly, or General Court ofany of hisMajef-

ty's Provinces, or Colonies in A77ierica^ fhall propofe to make Pro-

vifion, according to the Condition, Circumftance, or Situation of

fuch Province or Colony, for contributing their Proportion to the

common Defence (fuch Proportion to be raifed under the Autho-

rity of the General Court, or General Affembly of fuch Province

or Colony, and difpofable by Parliament) and (hall engage to

make Provifion alfo, for the Support of the civil Government,

and the Adminiftration of Juftice in fuch Province or Colony, it

will be proper if fuch Propofal fhall be approved by his Majefty

and the two Houfes of Parliament, and for fo long as fuch Provi-

fion fhali be made accordingly, to forbear in Refpe6l of fuch Pro-

vince or Colony to lay any Duty, Tax, or Affeffment, or to im-

pofe any farther Duty, Tax, or Affelfment, except only fuch

Duties as it may be expedient to continue to levy or irapofe, for

the Regulation of Commerce ; the net Produce ot the Duties laft

mentioned, to be curried to the Account of fuch Province or Colo-

ny refpeAively."

The Congrefs took the faid Refolution into Confideration, and

are thereupon of Opinion,

That the Colonies oi America are entitled to the fole and exclu-

sive Privileo-e of giving and granting their own Money : that this

involves a Right of deliberating whether they will make any Gift

for-
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what Purpofes it (hall be made, and what (hall be its amount ; and
that it is a high Breach of this Privilege for any Body of Men, ex-

traneous to their Conftitutions, to prefcribe the Purpofes for

which Money (hall be levied on them, to take to themfelves the

Authority of judging of their Conditions, Circunjftances and Si-

tuations, and of determining the Amount of the Contribution to

be levied.

That as the Colonies pofTefs a Right of appropriating their

Gifts, fo are they entitled at all Times to enquire into their Ap-
plication, to fee that they be not wafted among the Venal and Cor-
rupt for the Purpofe of imdermining the civil Rights of the Givers,

nor yet be diverted to the Support of ftanding Armies, inconfif-

tent with their Freedom and fubveriive of their Quiet. To propofe

therefore, as this Refolution does, that the Monies given by the

Colonies fhall be fubjedl to the Difpofai of Parliament alone, is to

propofe that they fhall relinquifh this Right of Enquiry, and put it

in the Power of others to render their Gifts ruinous, in Proportion

as they are liberal.

That this Privilege of giving or of withholding our Monies, is

an important Barrier againft the undue Exertion of Prerogative,

which, if left altogether without controul, may be exercifed to

cur great Oppreflion ; and all Hillory fliews how efficacious is its

Interceffion for Redrefs of Grievances and Re-eftablifhment of
Rights, and how Improvident it would be to part with fo power-
ful a Mediator.

We are of Opinion that the Prppofition contained in this Refo-

lution is unreafonable and infidious : Unreafonable, becaufe, ifwe
declare we accede to it, we declare without R.efervation, we will

purchafe the Favour of Parliament, not knowing at the fame

Time at what Price they will pleafe to eilimate their Favour ; it is

Infidious, becaufe, individual Colonies, having bid and bidden a-

gain, till they find the Avidity of the Seller too great for all their

powers to fatisfy ; are then to return into Oppofition, divided

from their Sifter Colonies whom the Minifter will have previoufly

detached by a Grant of eafier Terms, or by an artful Procraftina-

tion of a definitive Anfwer.

That the Sufpenfion of the Exercife of their pretended Power
of Taxation being exprefsly made commenfurate with the conti-

nuance of our Gifts, thefe muft be perpetual to make that fo.

Whereas no Experience has ftiewn that a Gift of perpetual Reve-

nue fecures a perpetual Return of Duty or of kind Difpofition.

On the Contrary, the Parliament itfelf, wifely attentive to this

Obfervation, are in the eftablillied^Pradlice of granting their Sup-
plies from Year to Year only.

Defirous and determined as we are to confider, in the moft dif-

paflionate View, every feeming Advance towards a Reconciliation

jjiade by the BritiJJy Parliament, let our Brethren qi Britain refled
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what would have been the Sacrifice to Men of free Spirits had

even fair Terms been proffered, as thefe infidious Propofals were

with circumltances of Infult and Dehance. A Propoiition to give

our Money, accompanied with large Fleets and Armies, feems ad-

dreffed to our Fears rather than to our Freedom. With what Pa-

tience wonld Britons have received Articles of Treaty from any

Power on Earth whm borne on the Point of a Bayonet by milita-

ry Plenipotentiaries ?

Vv^e think the Attempt unneceffary to raife upon us by Force or

by Threats our proportional Contributions to the common De-

fence, when all know, and themfelves acknowledge, we have ful-

ly contributed, whenever called upon to do fo in the Character of

Freemen.

We are of Opinion it is not juft that the Colonies fhould be re-

quired to oblige themfelves to other Contributions, while Great-

Britain pofTefies a Monopoly of their Trade. This of itfelf lays

them under heavy Contribution. To demand, therefore, addi-

tional Aids in the Form of a Tax, is to demand the double of their

equal Proportion, if we are to contribute equally with the other

parts of the Empire, let us equally with them enjoy free Com-
merce with the whole World. But while the Reflricticns on our

Trade fhut to us the Refources of Wealth, is it juft we (hould bear

all other Burthens equally with thofe to whom every Refource is

open ?

We conceive that the Britijlo Parliament has no Right to inter-

meddle with our Provifions for the Support of civil Government,

or Adminilliration of Juilice. The Provifions we have made are

fiich as pleafe ourfelves, and are agreeable to our own Circum-

ftances : They anfwer the fubftantial Purpofes of Government and

of Juftice, and other Purpofes than thefe fhould not be anfwered.

We do not mean that our People fhall be burthened with oppref-

five Taxes, to provide Sinecures for the Idle or the Wicked, un-

der Colour of providing for a civil Lifl. While Parliament purfue

their Plan of civil Government within their own Jurifdi^lion, we
alfo hope to purfue ours without Moleftation.

"We are of opinion the Propoiition is altogether unfatisfac-

tory, becaufe it imports <)nly a fufpenfion of the Mode, not a re-

nunciation of the pretended Right to Tax us : becaufe too it does'

not propofe to repeal the feveral A6ts of Parliament paffed for the

Purpofes of reflraining the Trade, and altering the Form of Go-
vernment of one of our Colonies; extending the Boundaries and

changing the Government of ^tebec ; enlarging the Jurifdi^iion

ofthe Courts of Admiralty and Vice-Admiralty ; taking from us

the Rip^hts of Trial by a Jury of the Vicinage, in Cafes affecting

both Life and Property; tranfporting us into other Countries to

be tried for criminal Ottences ; exempting by mock-trial the Mur-

derers of CoIoRitls from Punifhmeut ; and quartering Soldiers on
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\!is in times of profound Peace. Nor do they renounce the Power
of fufpending our own Legiflatures, and for legiflating for us them-
felves in all cafes whatfoever. On the contrary, to fhew they

mean to difcontinuance of Injury, they pafs A6ts, at the very time

of holding out this Propofition^ for retraining the Commerce and
Fiflieries of the Provinces of Nenu-England^ and for interdicting

the Trade of other Colonies with all foreign Nations, and with each

other. This proves unequivocally they mean not to relinquifli the

Exercife of indlfcriminate Legiflation over us.

Upon the whole, this Propofition feems to have been held up
to the World, to deceive it into a belief that there was nothing

in difpute between us but the Mode of levying Taxes ; and that

the Parliament having now been fo good as to give up this, the

Colonies are unr.eafonable if not pcrfesSlly fatisiied : V/hereas, in

truth, our Adverfaries ilill claim a right of demanding ad lihitmn^

and of taxing us themfelves to the full amount of their demand^ if*

we do comply with it. This leaves us without any thing we can
call Property. But, what is of more importance, and what in this

Propofal they keep out of fight, as if no fuch point was now in

conteft between us, they claim a right to alter our Charters and
cftablilh Laws, and leave us without any fecurity for oui* Lives, ot

Liberties. The Propofition feems alfo to have been calculated more
particularly to lull into fatal Security our well-aife£led Fellow-Sub-

jecls on the other fide the Water, till time fhould be given for ihe O-
peration of thofe Arms,vt^hich a BritiJJo Minifter pronounced would
jnftantaneouily reduce the " cowardly" Sons of Jl7ne?'ica to unre-

ferved fubmiffion. But when the World rcfledts, how inadequate to

Juftice are thefe vaunted Terms ; when it attends to the rapid and
bold fucceffion of injuries, which, during a courfe of eleven yearsp

have been aimed at thefe Colonies; when it reviews the pacific ajid

fefpedtful Expoflulations, which, during that whole time, were
ihe fole Arms we oppofed to them ; when it obferves that our

Complaints were either not heard at all, or were anfwered with

new and accumulated Injuries; when it recollefts that the Mini-

fter himfelf on an early occaiion declared, " that he would never

treat with America^ till he had brought her to his Feet," and
that an avowed Partifan of Miniilry has more lately denounced a-

gainft us the dreadful Sentence *' delenda ejl Carthago^'' that this

was done in Prefence of a Britijh Senate, and being unreproved

by them, muft be taken to be their own Sentiment, (efpecially as

the Purpcfe has already in part been carried into Execution, by
their Treatment oi BoJ}on ^n&hvivmn^ o^ CharleJtoi.vn ;) when it

confiders the great Armaments with which they have invaded us^

and the Circumftances of Cruelty with which thefe have com-
menced and profecuted Hoflilities ; when thefe Things, \ve fay,

are laid together and attentively confidered, can the World be

deceived into an Opinion that we are unreafonable, or can it heli-

tatiS
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tate to believe with us, that nothing but oiir own Exertions may
defeat the minifterial Sentence of Death or abjeft Submiflion.

On Motion made. Resolved, That Mr. Langdon, Mr. J,
Jda7nsy Mr. Hopkins^ Mr. Deajte, Mr. Clinton^ Mr. Cranci

Dodor Franklm, Mr. Rodney, Mr. John/on, Mr. Henry, Mr.
Henves, Mr. Gad/den, and Mr. Ha//, be a Commitee in the Re-

cefs of Congrefs, to make Enquiry in all the Colonies after Vir-

gin Lead and Leaden Ore, and the bell Methods of colledling,

fmelting, and refining it.

Resolved, That the above named Gentlemen be a Committee,

in the Recefs of the Congrefs, to enquire into the cheapefl and ea-

iieft Methods of making Salt in thefe Colonies.

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congrefs took under

Confideration the State of Trade after the fent/) of September, and

after fome Debate, the fame was poftponed to a future Day.
On Motion, Resolved, That when the Congrefs adjourns

for Recefs, it be adjourned to meet at Pf)i/ade/pf)ia.

Two Petitions, one from fundry Merchants in Ne'w-Torli, and

the other from fundry Merchants in P/)i/ade/phia, refpedling the

Sale of Teas imported before the late AlTociation, were laid be-

fore the Congrefs.

Ordered, To lie on the Table.

Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock.

Tuesday, Augtifi i, 1775.
Met accordine to Adjournment.

Resolved, That the Sum oi Five Hundred Tkoufand Do/lars

be immediately forwarded from the Continental Treafury to the

Paymafter General, to be applied to the Ufe of the Army in

Majfac/jufetts-Bay , in fuch Manner as General JVaJJyifigton, or the

Commander in Chief for the Time being, by his Warrants, ftiall

limit and appoint ; and if the above Sum fhall be expended before

,the next Meeting of the Congrefs, then that General JVaJhington,

or the Commander in Chief for the Time being, be empowered to

draw upon the Continental Treafury for the Sum of T<wo Hundred

T/^oufand Do//ars, in Favour of the Paymafter General to be aj)-

plied for the Ufe and in the Manner above mentioned.

Ordered, That the Delegates for Pennjy/vahia be a Commit-

tee to receive and count the above Sum of Five Hundred T/ooufand

Do//ars, and forward the fame under the Care of the Delegates of

Majfacf)ufetts'Bay ,
provided fo much is now ready in the Treafu-

ry. If that is not the Cafe, then to receive, count, and forward

by the faid Delegates what is ready, and the Remainder by the

firft Opportunity in the fafell and beft Manner.

Resolved, That a Sum not t^^ct^Amg 0/ie /)undred andfeventy-

five thoufa72d Dol/ars be paid to the Provincial Convention of Nenxj'

Terk, to be applied towards the Difcharge of the Monies advanced

and
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and the Debts contratted for the public Service, by the faid Pro-
vincial Convention and the Committee of Albany, in Purfuance of
the Directions of this Congrefs ; and that the faid Provincial Con-
vention account to this Congrefs at their next Meeting for the Ap-
plication of the faid Money.

Resolved, That the Treafurers be, and they are hereby or-

dered to pay to the Delegates of the Colony of ConneSiicut, viz.

£liphalet Dyer, Roger Sherman, and Silas Deane, Efqrs. the

Sum of Fifty thoufand Dollars, to be by them paid unto the Go-
vernor and Company of the faid Colony, in part of the Sums by
them difburfed in the Continental Service: The faid Governor and
Company to account therefore.

Resolved, That the Sum of One hundred thoufand Dollars be
immediately forwarded from the Continental Treafury to the Pay-
mafter General, to be applied to the Ufe of the Army in the Nenu-

Tork Department, in fuch Manner as General Schuyler by his

Warrant fhall limit and appoint ; and that if the above Sum fliall

be expended before the next Meeting of the Congij-efs, then that

General Schuyler, or the Commander in Chief, for the Time
being, in that Department be empowered to draw upon the Con-
tinental Treafury for a further Sum not exceeding T'wo hu7jdred

thoufand Dollars,, to be applied for the Ufe and in the Manner a-

!?ove mentioned.

Resolved, That the Sum of Sixteen thoifand Dollars be paid

to the Delegates of the
,
Colony of Pennfyhania, in full for the

like Sum by them borrowed by Order of the Congrefs, on the 3d
oi June lall, for the Ufe of the Continent.

Resolved, That the Sum of Ten thoufand Dollars be placed

in the Hands of the Deleoates of Fennfylvania, or any three of
them, for contingent Services, and that out of the fame, be paid

the Expences incurred for railing and arming the Riffle Companies,
and for Exprefies and other fmall Charges, of which the Congrefs

have not been able to procure exa£t Accounts ; and that the faid

Committee do lay before the Congrefs, at their next Meeting, an

Account of their Proceedings in that Matter. '

Whereas at a former Congrefs it was refolved, that, if certain

AcSts of Parliament, in the (Continental AfTociation enumerated

and complained of, fhould not be repealed on or before the loth

Day of September, 1775, the Inhabitants of thefe United Colonies

would not, diredlly or indirectly, export any Merchandize or

Commodity v/hatfoever to Great-Britain, Ireland, or the Wef-
ladies ; and as fome Doubts have arifen with Refpe6l to the true

Spirit and ConilruCtion of faid Refoive : To the End that fuch

Doubts may be removed,

Resolved, That under the Prohibition, in the faid AiTociation

contained, to export to, or import from, the Iflands of Great-

Britain and Ireland, this Congrefs intends to comprize all Expor-
B b tation
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tatlon to, or Importation from, the Iflands of Jerfey^ Guernfy^

Sarky Jlderney, and Man, and every European Ifland and Set-

tlement within the BritlJIo Dominions ; and that under the Deno-
mination of the JVeJl- Indies, this Congrefs means to comprehend

all the Wejl-Indla Iflands, BritiJh2iXid Foreign, to whatever State,

Power, or Prince belonging, or by whomfoever governed, and

alfo the Summer Iflands, Bahama Iflands, Berhicia and Surinain

on the Main, and every Ifland and Settlem.ent within the Latitude

of the Southern Line oi Georgia and the Equator.

Adjourned to Tuefday, the 5th of September v.zyX*

The above is a Copy of the Journal of the Proceedings of the

CONGRESS, from their Me e t i n g o;? //^^ tenth ^/May,
to this Ti??ie, cy^cept that fame Refolutions, relative to Mili-
tary Operations, carrying on, are omitted.

JOHN HANCOCK, President.
Charles Thompson, Secretary^^

JOURNALS
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Wednesday, September 5. i77$«

AGREEABLE to adjournment, the Prefident and a num-
ber of the Members met, but there not being fufficient to

enter upon bufmefs, the Congrefs was adjourned from daj to

day until JVednefday the 13th.

Wednesday, Semptemher 13, 1775-

Met according to adjournment.

The Province of Georgia having appointed Delegates to repre-

prefent that Colony in Congrefs, and three of the Delegates at-

tending, their credentials were produced, read, and approved,

and are as follows :

Georgia.

The alarming and critical fituation of Affairs upon the Conti-

nent of AjJierica, having at length roufed the attention of this

Province, and the feveral inhabitants thereof being defirous of

uniting with their fifter Colwnies in the great and important caufe,

a general election was held throughout the Province for Delegates

to fit in Provijicial Congrefs; and the faid Delegates having fo met

in Savannah on the fourth Day of Julj/i proceeded upon the con-

lideration of fuch Bufmefs as appeared to be fit and neceffary ; and

among other things they made choice of five Delegates to repre-

fent this Province in the Grand Continental Congrefs, now fitting

in Philadelphia, viz. Archibald Bullock, Efq. John Houfion, Efq.

the rev. Dr. Zubly, Noble Wimberly Jones, Efq. and Ly?na7i Hall,

Efq. Now therefore be it known, and we the feveral Delegates

for the different Parifhes and Diftrifts in this Province, in Provin-

cial Congrefs aiTembled, do hereby declare the faid Archibald Bul-

lock, and John Houjion, Efqrs. the revd. Dr. Zubly, Noble Wimberly

Jones, and Ly?jian Hall, Efqrs. duly and fairly elediedj as the De-
legates
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legates for this Province; and we do authorife and require tlie faid

j^rchibald Bullock, and John Houjiony Efqrs. the rev. Dr. Zubly^

Noble JVimberh Jones , and hyviafi Hall, Efqrs. or any three of

them immediately to repair to the faid City of Philadelphia, and

there to take their feats as the Reprefentatives of the Province of

Georgia, m the General Congrefs now fitting;, to do>tranfaft, join,

and concur with the feveral Delegates from the other Colonies and

Provinces upon this Continent, in all fuch matters and things as

fliall appear eligible and fit, at this alarming Time, for the prefer-

vation and defence of our rights and liberties, and for the refto-

ration of harmony upon conllitutional Principles, between Great-

Britain and America.

And we give and grant to the faid Archibald Bullock, and J:>hn

Houjlon, Efqrs. the rev. Dr. Ztibly, Noble Wimlerly Jones, and

hynian Hall, Efqrs. or any three of them, in whofe fidelity, ho-

nour, and ability, we very much confide, our full and whole power
in the premiffes; and do promife and engage in behalf of ourfelves

and our conftituents refpeftively, (the Inhabitants of the Pro-

vince of Georgia^ under the facred ties of virtue, honour, and
love of our country, to abide by, enforce, and carry into exe-

cution, or endeavour at the rifque and expence of Life and Pro-

perty fo to do, all and whatfoever our faid Delegates or any three

of them, in concurrence with the reft of the Delegates from the fe-

veral Colonies and Provinces upon this Continent, fliall refolve and
agree upon, or, as fhall be agreed and refolved upon by the faid

Continental Congrefs now fitting in Philadelphia aforefaid, while

our faid Delegates or any three of them fhall be fo fitting.

Signed in Provincial Congrefs this fifteenth Day oi July J775S
by 53 Members.
The Delegates from Virginia appointed by a Convention of

that Colony, at Richmond, Auguji \\, 1775, pi'oduced their Cre-

dentials, which were read and approved, as follows

:

Virginia. In Convention, Augiijl 11. 1775.

The Convention being about to proceed to the choice of Depn*
ties to reprefent this Colony in General Congrefs, Edmund Pen-
dleton, Efq. exprelTed his moft grateful acknowledgments for the
honour done him in two former appointments to that important
truft, but, on account of the declining ftate of his health, entreat-

ed to be excufed from the prefent nomination, which excufe being
accepted,

Refolved unanimoujly. That the thanks of this Convention arc

juftly due to George JVaJhington, Patrick Henry, and Edmund
Pendleton, Efqrs. three of the worthy Deputies, who reprefented

this Colony in the late Continental Congrefs, for their faithful

difcharge of that important truft, and this body are only induced
to difpenfe with their future fervices of the like nature, by the ap-

pointment
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pointtncnt of the two former to other offices in the public fervice,

incompatible with their attendance on this, and the infirm flate of

health of the latter.

The Convention then proceeded to the appointment of Deputies

to reprefent this Colony in General Congrefs for one Year, and the

members having prepared tickets with the names of the Depu-
ties to be appointed, and put the fame into the Ballot-box, Mr.
Robert Carter Nicholas ^ Mr. Cary^ Mr. Pendleton^ and Mr. Adams
were appointed to examine the Ballot-Box, and report upon whom
the majority fell, who retired, and after fome time returned into

Convention, and reported, that they had according to order ex-
amined the Ballot-Box, and that the numbers appeared as fbllowc

;

For the Hon. Peyton Randolph^ Efq. 89
Richard Henry Lee, 1L{(\. 88

Thomas Jefferfon, Efq. 85
Benjamin Harrifon, Efq. 83
Thomas Nelfon, Efq. 66
Richard Bland, Efq. 6 T

George Wythe, Efq. 58
Refohed, That the faid Peyton Randolph, Richard Henry Lee,

Thomas Jefferfon, Benjamiit Harrifon, Thomas Nelfon,Richard Bland,

and George Wythe, Efqrs. be appointed Deputies to reprefent this

Colony in General Congrefs for one Year, and that they have
power to meet and to adjourn for fuch time and to fuch place or

places as may be thought moll proper.

Refolved, That the faid Deputies or any four of them be a fuf-

ficient number to reprefent this Colony.

Saturday, Augiiji 12. 1775.
Richard Bland, Efq. returned this Convention his rnofl grateful

acknowledgements for the great honour they had pleafed a third

time to confer on him, by appointing him one of the Deputies to

reprefent this Colony in General Congrefs, and faid this frefli In-

ftance of their Approbation was fufficient for an old Man, almofl

deprived of fight, whofe greatefl ambition had ever been to receive

the plaudit pf his Country, whenever he fnould retire from the

public llage of life : That the honourable teftimony he lately

received of this approbation, joined with his prefent appointment,

fnould ever animate him, as far as he was able, to fupport the glo-

rious caufe in which America is now engaged, but that his ad-

vanced Age rendered him incapable of taking an adlive part in

thofe weighty and important concerns, which muft neceffarily be

agitated in the great Council of the United Colonies; and there-

fore begging leave to decline the honour they had been pleafed to

confer on him, and defiring that fome Perfon more fit and able

might fupply his place.

Refolved unani77iouJly , That the thanks of this Convention are

Juflly due to the faid Richard Bland, Efq. one of the worthy De-
puties"
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putles who reprefented this Colony in the late Continental Con-
grefs, for his faithful difcharge of that important trail, and this

body are only induced to difpenfe with his future fervices of the

Kke nature, on account of his advanced Age.
Tuefday, Augufi 15, 1775*

The Convention proceeded to the appointment of a Deputy to

reprefent this Colony in General Congrefs, in the room of Richard

Blandy Efq. who hath refigned, and the Members naving pre :ar-

ed tickets with the name of the Deputy to be sippjinted, a C^tn
mittee was appointed to examine the Ballot-box, and repot c on
whom the Majority fell, who retired, and after fome time reported,

that the numbers ftood as follows

:

Francis Lightfoot Lee^ Efq. 37
Carter Braxton^ Efq. 36

Refohedy That the faid Francis Lightfoot Lee, Efq. be appoint-

ed a Deputy to reprefent this Colony in General Congrefs.

Signed

y

JohnTazewei^l, Clerk of the Convention,

The Delegates from Maryland alfo produced the Credentials of

their appointment, which were read and approved as follows :

At a meeting of the Delegates appointed by the feveral Coun-
ties of the Province of Maryland, at the City of Annapolis, on

Wednefday the 26th o^ July 1775, and continued till the 14th Day
of Augufi in the fame year.

Refolvedy That the Hon. Mafthenv Tilghman, Efq. and Tho7nas

Johnfon, jtin. Robert GGldfboroiighy William Paca, Samuel Chafe,

Thomas Stone, and John Hall, Efqrs. or any three or more ofthem

be Deputies to reprefent this Province in Continental Congrefs, and

that they, or any three or more of them have full and ample power

to confent and agree to all meafures, which fuch Congrefs fhall

deem neceffary and efFe£lual to obtain a redrefs of American griev-

ances ; and further we do authorife our faid Deputies to reprefent

and a6l for this Province in any Continental Congrefs, which may
be held before the .2^th Day of March next.

Signed

y

G. Duvall, Clerk.

The Congrefs being informed that only 172,520 Dollars have

been tranfmitted to the Pay-mafter General for the ufe of the Ar-

my in the Majfachufetts-Bay, and that the General was under great

difficulty for want of money.

Ordered, That the Delegates for Pennfylvania do immediately

fend, under a proper guard, to the Pay-mafter General, for the

life of the Army in the Maffachufetts-Bay, the fum of 527,480

Dollars, which with that fent, will make up the fum of 700,000

Dollars voted at the laft feflion.

Sundry letters received during the recefs of Congrefs were

produced and read, viz,

TvfO
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Two from General Wajhington^ No. 4, and 5, with fundt-y en-

clofed papers ; four from General Schuyler, i6th and 21ft of Jiil)i

and 2d and 31ft of Augufi^ with fundry papers enclofed.

One from MefTrs L. Morris, and J. Wilfon, of 6th September.

One from 6^. Bedford^ Bcputy-Mufler-Mafter General^ with

enclofed Papers*

Alfo, a letter from the Deputies of the feveral dillri^ts in the

ifland oi Bermuda, dated 12th q{ Augufti with an account of the

provifions imported and expended in that ifland for three years lall

paft, taken from the Cuftom-houfe Books, and an eftimate of the

Provifions neceffary for the fupport of the inhabitants for one year*

A memorial from James Stenjjart and Samuel Jack/on, owners

of the Ship Friend/hip, Thomas Jann, Mafter, was prefented to

Congrefs and read, fetting forth that the faid Oiip, on the 28th of

Auguji laft, failed from Marylafid with a cargo of Tobacco, but
being overtaken by the late ilorm, Ihe was driven on Ihoals and
much damaged, and got into Hampton road, with the lofs of all

her mafts, and praying that the memorialifts may be allowed to

unload faid fhip, and that after being refitted Ihe may take the faid

cargo on board, and proceed on her voyage*

The Congrefs taking into confideration the above memorial.

Refolved, That the faid cargo be unloaded under the infpeAiott

of the Committee of Norfolk, and that the faid fhip being refitted

be allowed to take faid cargo on board again and proceed on her

voyage, and in cafe, on examination, the faid fhip is condemned
as unfit for Sea, that the faid cargo be put on board fome other

VefTel ,under the Infpe6lion of the Committee aforefald and exported.

Information being given to Congrefs that Dr. Franklin had on
Board the Mary and Elizabeth, capt. N. Falconer from London,

fundry cafes containing his books, papers and houfhould furni-

tnre, which were in his ufe when he lived in London, and which
were imported for his own ufe and not for fale; and it being fub-

mitted to the confideration of the Congrefs, v/hether fuch Impor-

tation is comprehended within the firfb article of AfTociation,

Refohed, That fuch importation is not to be comprehended
within the meaning of the faid firft Article of the AfTociation, and
that the faid books, papers, and furniture may be landed and deli-

vered to the owner.

A Memorial from the Committee of the County oiWeJlmcreland.
In the Province of Pennfylvania, was prefented and read.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to morrow.

Thursday, September 14. 1775.

A number of Letters received by feveral Members, during the

the recefs of Congrefs, being produced were read.

Firjl, A letter from Jofeph Haivley, Efq; excufing his not act-

ing as a Commilfioner for Indian affairs, on account of his bad ftate

of health. > Second

,
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Second, A Letter from Elifna Phelps ^ appointed a Commiltary

for the Northern Army by Governor Trumbull, in purfuance of an

order of Congrefs together with a copy of his commiflion and ap-

pointment.

Tkird, A Letter from J, Reade. Efq; Secretary to General

Wajljington, among other things intimating the defire of the Gene-

ral, that the cloathing lately intercepted by the Committee of P/^/-

ladslphia fhould be forwarded to the Camp for the ufe of the Ante*

rkan Army.
Ordered, That the above cloathing be immediately forwarded

under a proper guard, by the Delegates of P^/z^^/v^m/^ to Gene-
ral WaJInngton for the ufe of the American Army.

fourth, A Letter from the Committee of Safety in Neiv-Torkt

with an enclofed copy of a letter from General Wajhington,

Thefe being taken into confideration,

Ordered, That the Delegates for Pennfylvania prepare and lay

before the Congrefs to morrow an account of the Powder belong-

ing to the United Colonies received, and how it is difpofed of, alfo

an Account of all the Powder now in this City.

Refolved, That Edivard Flemming, Efq. be appointed De-
puty Adjutant General for the Army in the Nenxj-Tork or Northern

DeDartment, with the rank of a Colonel, and that the Prelident

make out a Comm.iffion for him accordingly and forward the fame

by the firft opportunity.

Refolved, That the Prefident forward to General Schuyler four

hundred blank commifiions for the ofScers in his army to be by
him filled up, agreeable to the order of Congrefs.

Fifth, Sundry letters from General Schuyler^ which being ta-

ken into confideration,

Refolved^ That Sa?/iuel Stringer, Efq. be appointed Direduor

of the hofpital, and chief Phyfician, and Surgeon, for the Army
in the Northern Department.

That the Pay of the faid Saiiiuel Stringer as Dire6lor, Phyfici-

an, and Sui'geon, be four Dollars per day.

That h^be authorifed and have power to appoint a number of

Surgeons Mates under him not exceeding four.

That the Pay of faid Mates be two thirds of a Dollar per day.

That the number be not kept in conftant Pay, unlefs the fick

and wounded be fo numerous as to require the confiant attendance

of four, and tobe diminifhed as circumllances will admit, for which

reafon the pay is fixed by the day, that they may only receive pay

for aftual fervice.

That the Deputy Commiffary General be diredled to pay Dr.

Stringer for the medicines he has pnrchafed for the ufe of army,

and that he purchafe and forward fuch other medicines as General

Schiiyler '^Ti-dSX, by his v/arrant, direft, for the ufe of faid Army.

That Mr. Dyer, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Jay, Mr. J. Ada?ns, and

Mr*
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Mr. Lenvii, be a Committee to deviTe ways and means for fup*

plying the continental army with medicines.

The delegates for Pennfylvania appointed, at the lafi; feflion,

a Committee to fettle and pay the expences incurred for raifing

and arming the riffle companies, as well as thofe incurred in con-

fequence of a refolve for raifing a company of Huflars, and for ex*

preffes, (i^c. informed the Congrefs, that on account of fundry dif-

iiculties they had not executed th^t fervice, and defired that fome
members from other colonies, where debts have been contrafted,

may be added ; whereupon,
• Refehed, That Mr. Chafe, Mr. Nelfon, Mr. Crane, Mr. Jay^
and Mr. Deane, be added to the delegates for Pennfylvania^ and
that any five of them be a quorum to fettle and pay the above ac-

counts, and make report of their proceedings to Congrefs.

The Delegates from the Colony of Georgia informed the Con-
grefs, that agreable to an order from theirconiiituents, they had
fundry papers from that colony to lay before the Congrefs.

The papers being produced were read.

ThecommiiTioners for Indiai^ affairs in the northern department

having tranfmitted to the Congrefs the minutes of a treaty held

with the Six Nations at Albany in Auguft, the fame were read.

The Congrefs then refumed the confideration of the letter receiv-

ed from Meffrs. L. Morris and J. Wilfon of the 6th inllant.

Refolvedi That col. Lenvis Morris, who is now at Pittjhurgi

,be, and he Is hereby empowered to adl as a commillioner for Indian

Affairs In the middle department at the treaty propofed to be

held there on the 2?,th inftant, Dr. Franklin the flandino; commif-

iioner not being able to attend.

Ordered, That the Prefident write to Meffrs. Morris and Wilfon^

and inform them of the foregoing refolution.

Adjourned till ten o'clock to morrow.

Friday, September 15, 1775*

Refohed, That Dr. Thomas Walker be appointed a commif-

fioner for Indian affairs in the middle department, in the room of

P. Henry, Efq; who has declined that fervice.

The Delegates from Georgia Informed the Congrefs, that when
the Convention of that colony agreed to enter into the Continental

AfTocIation they refolved, among other things, " that if any veffel

arrived from Great Britain, between the fixth day of July and the

fixth oi Augufl, the goods imported fhould, at the option of the

importer either be refhipped, or put into ftore and there remain,

until the Congrefs determined what fhould be done with them."

That during that time two veffels had arrived with goods, which
were ftored they therefore defired the determination of the Con-
grefs on that matter.

After fome debate thereon,

C c Refolved,
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Refohedi That it be recommended to the Convention of Geor-

gia to caufe the cargoes, which have arrived there from Great Bri-

tain or Ireland between the fixth day of July and the fixth day of

Auguft^ at the eleftion of the proprietors, either to be fent back

or fold at public audion ; that out of the monies arifing from fuch

fales the proprietors or fhippers, be paid the prime coft of faid car-

goes and all charges attending the fame, and that the overplus be

retained by the faid Convention and by them applied toward put-

ting their province into a pofture of defence.

Adjourned till nine o'clock to morrow.

Saturday, September i6, 1775.

The delegates from ISIe'w Hampjhire attended in Congrefs and

produced their credentials, which were read and approved, and

are as follows :

Colony qfl^^QW HampHiire, in Congrefs at Exeter, AuguJliT^^ 1775'
Votedy That Col. Jojiah Bartlet be appointed in the room and

ftead of John Sullivan y Efq; now engaged in the army, In con-

junflion with capt. John Langdon to reprefent this colony in the

Congrefs of the United Colonies at Philadelphia^ and that either

of them, in the abfence of the other, have full power to reprefent

this colony at faid Congrefs,

Signedy Matthew Thornton, Prejidenf*

A True copy from the journal.

Attefl, E. Thomson, Secretary,

The Congrefs refumed the confideration of the letters from Ge-
neral Wajhington No. 4, 5, and 6, and one Unce received, but not

liumbered ; and after debate,

Refolvedy That the further confideration of them be deferred

till Monday next.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will on Wednefday next take Into

confideration the ftate of the trade of A^nerica*

Adjourned till Monday next nine o'clock.

Monday, ^eptemher 1%, 1775.

The Committee appointed to fettle the accounts of the riffle

men, <3c, laid before the Congrefs the account of Mr. /f^^ and Mr.
Bonaldfony amounting to 5303^.^ dollars,, money by them ad-

vanced for the purchafe of riffles and fhirts, he. for the privates

of feveral companies, which is charged to the refpedive compa-
nies, and for blankets and ammunition fupplied them, which I»

charged to the Continent, which account the Committee have ex-
amined and find juft.

Ordered, That the Committee pay the above account.
An exprefs arriving with letters from General Schuyler, dated

JJl£ aux Noix> Sept. 8th, and the fame being read,

Refolved,
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^efohed. That the confideration of the Letters from Gene-

yal Wajhington be deferred till to-morrow.

Refolved, That the Congrefs will to-morrow take into con-

fideration the letters from General Schuyler.

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock.

Tuesday, September 19. 1775.

The Congrefs took into confideration the letters from General

Schuyler.

Ordered^ That the Secretary publifh an authentic account of

the intelligence received.

Refolved, That Mr. Deane, Mr. Chafey Mr. Rutledge, and

Mr. Jay^ be a Committee to prepare the draught of a letter to

General Schuyler.

A motion being made in behalf of one Col. John Fenton, who
had been taken into cuftody by the Convention oi Nenu-Hampjhire^

for being concerned in meafures dangerous to the rights of Ame-
ricans, and who, by order of the General, now remains, on his

parole, a prifoner at Hartford ; that he may be permitted to go
to Great-Britain or Ireland.

Refolvedy That General Wajhington be inftruded to difcharge

the faid Col. John Fenton from cuftody, on his giving his parole

mi honour to proceed to Nenjj-York, and from thence to Great'

Britain or Ireland, and not to take up arms againft the good
people of this Continent.

Refolvedy That the Congrefs will to-morrow take into con-

fideration the letters from General Wajhifigton.,

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock.

Wednesday, September 20. 1775.

Refolvedy That the Prefident write to the Provincial Conven-

tion of Nenx)-Torky or the Committee of Safety, direding thera

immediately to equip and fend forward the whole of the Troops
ordered to be raifed, to join General Schuyler with all poffible ex-

pedition.

The Committee appointed to prepare a letter to General Schuy-

/e?r, brought in the fame, which being debated, corrected, and
approved,

Orderedy That it be figned by the Prefident and forwarded

immediately.

Orderedy That a copy of General Schuyler^ Letter, and of

the enclofed papers, and of the letters fent to General Schuyhry

be immediately forwarded to General Wafnngton^

The Congrefs refumed the cpnfideration of the letters from gen.

Wafhington.

Rejohedy That Mr. Gridle^ have a commiffion as colonel of

the artillery.

That
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That the appointment of a Brigadier-General be deferred till

to-morrow.

The fiibjedl of trade to this day referred being poflponed.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, September 21, 1775.

The Committee of accounts laid before the Congrefs fundry

accounts, viz.

An account of Timothy Matkck employed as a clerk, amount-
ing to 162 dollars.

An account of James Milligan, for fundry fall-cloth, Ruffia:

Iheeting, oznabrigs, <bc. bought at the defire of Mr. Wilfon, by
order of the Congrefs, for the ufe of the Continental army, a-

mounting to ^%^zj^ dollars.

An account from the Committee of Berks advanced fpr fundry

riffle companies, amounting to 5521^. dollars, including a con-

fiderable fum advanced to Colonel Thompfon.

Ordered, That the two firft be paid immediately, and that'the

laft be referred back to the Committee for examination, and if

found jull that they pay It.

Refohedi That the appointment of a Brigadier-General be
deferred.

The Congrefs then refumcd the conlideratlon of the General's

letters, and thereupon came to the following refolutions.

Refohed, That General Wajhington be ordered to iffue cpm-
mlffions to Majors Box^ Scammel, and Brenuer, as Brigade Majors.

That the pay of the Judge-Advocate in the army in the Maf-
fachufets-Bay^io'c himfeli and his clerk be fifty dollars/^ month,

from the time of his appointment.

That a Committee of live be appointed to take into conlideratlon

the memorial of the Commiflary General, and report their opinion

on the bell means of fupplying the army with provifions.

The ballots being brought In and examined, the following per-

fons were elected, viz, Mr. Willing, Mr. Deane, Mr. P. Livingjion^

Mr. Cufhingi and Mr. Ward,

Refolved, That General Schuykr be Impowered to nominate

and appoint a proper perfon to the office of Brigade Major in the

army under his command, and to IfTue a commiffion accordingly.

Refolved, That the Congrefs will to-morrow take into conliv

deration the ftate of the trade of North-America,

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, September zi, 1775.

The Committee of claims reported, that the account oi Andrew
^^Nair, door-keeper, for his fervice, amounting to 57.8 dollars.

Is reafonable, and ought to be paid.

Ordered
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Ordered, That the fame be paid.

Sundry letters were laid before the Congrefs and read, viz.

Two from the Committee of Safetj^ in Neiu-York, with fundry

papers enclofed.

One from Mr. Morris and Mr. Wilfin, dated Pittjhurghy Sep-

temher 14, with fundry papers enclofed.

The Committee of fafety for Fennfylvania having informed the

Congrefs that they have taken into cuftody Major Rogers, an of-

ficer in the King's fervice.

Refohed, That in cafe the Committee find nothing againft

Major Rogers, except that of his being a half-pay officer, he be
difcharged on giving his parole not to take up arms againft the

inhabitants of America in the prefent controverfy between Great-

Britain and America.

The order of the day being read,

Refohed, That a Committee be appointed to take into con*

fideration the ftate of the trade of America^ and report their opi-

nion.

That the Committee confift of feven.

The ballots being taken and examined, the following perfons

were chofen, viz. Dr. Franklin, Mr. J. Rutledge, Mr. Jay, Mr.
Randolph, Mr. John/on, Mr, Deane, and Mr. Willing^

The Committee of claims reported, that the account of WiUiam
Shad, amounting to 48 dollars for his fervices as liielfenger laft

feffion, is reafonable, and ought to be paid.

Ordered, That the above account be paid.

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock.

Saturday, Septemler 23, lyy^.

Refohed, That a Committee be appointed to pufchafe a
quantity of woolen goods for the ufe of the army, 10 the amount
of five thoufand pounds fterling.

That the faid goods when bought, be placed In the hands of the
Quarter-Mafters General of the Continental armies, and that the
fame be by them fold out to the private foldiers of faid armies, at
prime coft and charges, including a coittmiffion of iivt per centufu

to the faid Qiiarter-Matters General for their trouble.

That the Committee confift of five.

The ballot being taken and examined the following members
were chofen, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Alfop, Mr. Willing, Mr. Deatje, and
Mr. Langdon,

The Committee of Claims produced two receipts for money
received of James Whitehead.

One figned by Richard Brown, a Captain of one of the rii??c

companies from Maryland, for fifty pounds Fennfylvania curren-

<^y> ^33t dollars.

The other ligned by Michael Crejfop, a captain of the other

riffle
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riffle company from Maryland, for one hundred pounds Penn-

fylvania currency, 266| dollars, received for the ufe of their re-

fpeftive companies marching to Cambridge in the Continental fer-

vice.

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid to James Whitehead,

and charged to the refpeftive companies.

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to devlfe ways and

means of fupplying the army with medicines, do buy a parcel of

drugs in the hands of Mr. Rapalje, which he offers at the prime

coll.

-Adjourned to nine o'clock on Monday next.

Monday, September 25, 1775.

The Congrefs took into confideration the letters from General

Wajlnngton, No. 5, and 6, and two others not numbered.

Rejolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to prepare

an anfwer.

The ballots being taken and examined, the following Members
•were chofen, viz» Mr. Lynch, Mr. Lee, and Mr. Adams.

The Committee of claims having reprefented to the Congrefs,

that in confequence of the order of Congrefs, dated the firft of

Auguji laft, they have drawn out of the Treafury the fum of 10,000
dollars, and that over and above they have drawn on the treafur-

ers for the further fum of i,g26\ dollars, to difcharge fundry

accounts, which the Congrefs ordered them to pay, they there-

fore move that the Congrefs will iffue an order for the fame to in-

demnify the treafurers.

The Congrefs taking this matter into confideration,

Refolved^ That the Committee's draughts for the above fum
be deemed valid, and allowed good in the treafurers accounts.

As accounts are brought in different from thofe committed to

the foregoing Committee to liquidate, and as it is proper that the

accounts of the Continent i>e put into a proper train of liquidati-

on and fettlement, in order for payment.

Refolved,, That a Committee of accounts or claims be novr

appointed to confifl of one member from each of the United Colo-

nies, to whom all accounts againft the Continent are to be refer-

red, who are to examine and report upon the fame, in order for

payment, feveji of them to be a quorum.

That the Committee confi.ft of the following members, viz* Mr.
Langdon, Mr. CuJJoing, Mr. Ward, Mr. Deane, Mr. Lenvis, Mr.

Smith, Mr. Willing, Mr. Rodney, Mr. John/on, Mr. Nelfon, Mr.
Cadfden, and Dr. Zubly.

That the former Committee deliver to the Committee now ap-

pointed, all the books, accounts, and papers in their hands.

The Delegates from Fennfyhania produced an account of the

powder imported, and how it has been difpjofed of.

The
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The Congrefs refumed the confideration of the letter from
MefTrs. Morris and JVilfon, of 14th September, with the enclofed

, papers, and after feme debate, the fame was referred till to-mor-

row.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to morrow.

Tuesday, Septeijiber 26, 1775.

The order of the day was called for, but as the delegates for

Virginia and Pennfyhania were not prefent, the confideration of
the letters and papers from MefTrs. Morris and Wilfon was defer-

red till to-morrow.

The Committee appointed to prepare an anfwer to General

Wajhingtori^ letters reported the fame^ which was read, debated

and agreed to.

Ordered^ That the fame being tranfcribed be ligned by the

Prefident, and forwarded immediately.

The Committee appointed to examine the Journal of the Con-
grefs during the laft feffions, in order for the prefs, reported s

copy, which was in part read.

Ordered, That the remainder be read to-morrqw.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, Septe?nher 2'],!']']^.

The Committee of claims applied to the Congrefs for advice

liow to charge fundry accounts, and the fame being taken into

confideration.

Refohedi That the expence of kettles, canteens, and fpoons,

fupplied to the Soldiers be charged to the Continent.

Refohedy That the fum of 160,000 dollars be paid to Con^

ne6licut^ for fupplies ilTued by that colony for the fervice of the

United Colonies, to be accounted for by them.

The Committee of claims reported that in their opinion the fol-

lowing accounts were reafonable, and ought to be paid.

A ballance due to Robert Er^win^ waggon-mafter, amounting

to 887 ^ of a dollar.

An account of George Frank for riding exprefs, amounting to

38 Dollars.

An account of the Committee of Northampton county, for

money advanced for fundry riffle companies, amounting to

9182 3 9 of a dollar.

Ordered, Th?it the above accounts be paid.

The Conerefs refumed the confideration of the report of the

Committee appointed to examine the Journals of the laft feffions,

and the f^me be^ng read,

Or -er^d. That the Journal as now correded be publiflied by

tlie Secretary, and that he fuperintend and corred the prefs.

A memorial
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A memorial of Samuel and Robert Purviance was prefented and

read, fetting forth, that they had chartered a vefTel to carry a load

of wheat, that the faid veffel in going from Philadelphia to Chejler'^

Toiurty Maryland^ was lofl in the late llorm, by which they were

prevented from exporting, before the jothof September, the car-

go which they had aftually purchafed ; and therefore praying for

liberty to export the cargo to a foreign port.

Ordered to lie on the table.

Certain refolutions of the Committee of the city and • liberties

of Philadelphia^ refpe6:ing an application made to them by a Cap-

tain, for leave to take a cargo of flour to Glocefier in MaJfachU'

fits Bay^ were laid before the Congrefs and read.

Ordered to lie on the Table.

Adjourned to nine o'clock on Friday.

Friday, September 29, I775»

A Letter from General Wajloington, dated the 2 1 ft o^September

t

with fundry enclofed papers, being received by exprefs, was laid

before Congrefs and read.

The Committee of claims reported as their opinion that the

following accounts ought to be paid.

A ballance due to John Po'well for riding exprefs, amounting
to 45 1 dollars.

An account of Matthias Slough, for money advanced to the

riffle companies, amounting to 710 ^J:. dollars.

An account of James Alexander for riding exprefs, a ballance

due tc? him, amountino- to 172^^ dollars.

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid.

Refolved, That when any accounts are ordered to be paid,

the orders be drawn on the treafurers and figned by the preiident.

Refohed, That a committee of three members be appointed

to repair immediately to the camp at Ca??ibridge, to confer with

General Wajhington, and with the governor of Co?ine£licut, lieu-

tenant-governor of Rh:)de'IJland, the council of Majfachufetf

s

and the prefident of the convention of Nenv-Haffip/Jjire, and fuch

other perfons as to the faid committee fliall feem proper, touch-

ing the moft effectual method of continuing, fupporting, and re-

gulating a Continental army.

Refolvedy That the appointment of faid Committee be defer-

red till to-morrow.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, September 30, 1775.

The Congrefs proceeded to the eleftion of a Committee, and

the ballots being examined, Mr. Lynch and Dr. Franklin were

found
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found to be duly elected by a majority of *^otes, and two other

members having an equal number.

Refolvedy That the Congrefs proceed to the eleftlon of ano*

ther member for the committee, and that this rule be obferved in

all iimilar cafes.

Accordingly the ballots being taken, the committee of exami-

nation reported, that Mr. Harrtfon is duly ele(5ted.

Refolved, That a Committee of five members be appointed td

draw^ up inftru6lions for the above Committee.

The ballots being taken the follou^ing members \vere chofen,

Mr. J* RutledgCi Mr. Lee, Mr. Johnfon^ Mr. /?. Livlngftorii and
Mr. S. Mams.

Refolvedi That the Prefident Inform General WaJJnngton by
exprefs, of the refolution of Congrefs* appointing a Committee
to w^alt on him. In order to confult with him, touching the molt

effectual method of continuing, fupporting, and regulating a Con-
tinental army.

That a letter to the fame import be written to the Governor
of Connedicut, and that the Prefident therein requeft him in cafe

he cannot himfelf attend, that he will appoint a perfon to repre-

fent that colony, and confer with the Committee of the Congrefs

on the fubjecls intrufted to them.

That like letters be written td the coiiricll of Majfachufetfs-^

Bay, and to the lieutenant-governor of Rhode- IJland, and to the

prefident of the Convention of Neiu-Hamp/hire.
The Committee of claims reported, that in their opinioii the

following accounts ought to be paid^ viz.

A certificate prefented by William Hall, figfled by captalii

"Daniel Morgan, for neceffarles furniflied by George Kyfer to hisi

company; another certificate prefented by faid W. Hall, and

figned by faid D. Morgan, for neceflaries furnilhed his company
by Mejheck Sextoni both the above funis amounting In the wholei

to 7i| dollars, to be charged to faid Morgan'^ company.

An account of neceflaries furnifhed by Jdhn Jordan of t^an^

cajier, for captain Rofs and captain SmiW^ companies of rifile:

men, amounting to 432j_ Dollars, to be charged to the Continent

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid.

The Committee appointed to confider thd trade of Afjiericd

brought in their report,whIch was read and referred to MondayrfiexU

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday next.

Monday, O^oher 2, 1775*

The Congrefs took into confideratlon the repldrt o'^ the Com-
mittee on trade, and after fome debate.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-morrow refolve itfelf In-

to a Committee of the whole, to take into confideratlon the Hate"

©f the trade of the thirteen United Colonies.

D d That
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That the above report be referred to that committee.

The committee appointed to prepare inftruftions, reported 2

draught, which being read and debated by paragraphs, was a>-

greed to.

Ordered) That a fair copy be made out and delivered to the

committee appointed to wait on the General.

Refolvedy That where the word month is ufed, the Congreft

means calendar month, by which the pay of the men in the fer*

vice of the Continent is to be regulated.

Refohedy That the pay of the fecond lieutenants in the

marching regiments be the fame as that of the firft lieutenants.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, 06ioher 3, 1775.

The Committee of claims reported that in their opinion the

following^ accounts ought to be paid.

The account of Frederick Bicking for 56 reams of paper for the

Continental currency, amounting to 388^:^ dollars.

The account of Sajnuel Boughman, for the entertainment of

captain Rofs^s company, amounting to 14.1 dollars.

Two accounts from the committee of Trenton for waggonagc
and fundry expreffes, amounting together to the fum of 103J:

Two accounts delivered in by Cafper IVeitzal, for expences for

diet and provifions for captain Lo^vjden's company of riffle men,
amounting together to the fum of 44.6 dollars.

Two accounts delivered in hy Miles and Wijler, for neceflaries

furnifhed by John Harris, jun. and Elias Younkman^ to captain

Lowden's company of riiile-men, amounting to 96 dollars, to be
charged to the faid company.

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid.

The Committee of claims further reported an account of /><?-

deric Blankenberg and Leonard Stein, retained as Huffars, on
which they defired to know the determination ofCongrefs.

Ordered, That the above named Frederic Blankenberg and Le-
onard Stein be allowed to retain the cloaths made for them, and
that over and above they be paid 16 dollars each, for the time they
were retained in fervjce.

Refolved, That the CommifTary General contrad for fuch
quantities of beef and pork as may be thought proper by the Ge-
neral, and have the fame faked up in convenient houfes near the
camp, according to his fcheme recommended by the General to

the confideration of the Congrefs.

Refolved, That the fum lof three hundred thoufand dollars be
immediately fent to the Pay Mafter General, for the ufe of the ar-

my in the Majfachufetts-Bay,

Refohedy That the Committee who arc appointed to repair

to
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to the camp be requefted to take the charge ofthe above fum, or
as much of It as they conveniently can.

Refolved^ That the expences of the committee be paid out of the
Continental treafury.

Ooe of the delegates for Uhode IJland laid before the Congrefa
a part of the inftrudlons given them by their two houfes of legif-

latui*e, Juguji26y 1775.
Refolvedy That the Congrefs vt^Ill on Friday next take the a«

bove into confideratlon.

Refohed, That the Committee appointed to repair to the camp
do confer with Mr. Rittenhoufe and enquire of him whether he ap-
prehends he can be of fervice to the Continent as an engineer, and
if he can, to engage him and defire he would with all convenient
fpeed repair to the camp.

Refohed^ That this Congrefs will to-morrow refolve Itfelf

Into a Committee of the whole to take into confideratlon the ftate

of the trade of thefe Colonies.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, O^oher ^, ^77S'
The Committee of claims reported, that in their opinion the

following account ought to be paid.

An account of the committee of Bedford county, for necef-

farles furnifhed to the company of riffle men raifed therein, a-
mounting to 755i, dollars, of which fum I28| dollars ought to

be charged to the Continent, and the remaining fum of 626| Dol-
lars ought to be charged to captain Robert Cluggage^s company,
as fo much of their pay advanced to them.

Ordered^ That the above be paid.

Two members who undertook to receive and count the money,
for which an order paffed yefterday, to be fent to the Pay-Mafter

General, reported that they found only 189,467 dollars ready m
the treafury, which they received and have packed up ready to

be fent forward, for which they gave their own receipts, and now
return the order drawn by the Prefident.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congrefs refolved Itfelf

into a committee of the whole, to take into confideratlon the ftate

of the trade of the thirteen United Colonies, and after fome time

fpent therein, the Prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Ward re-

ported, that the committee had taken into confideratlon the mat-
ter referred to them, but not having come to any refolutlon, de-
fired leave to fit again.

Refolved^ That this Congrefs will to-morrow refolve Itfelf

into a committee of the whole to take Into further confideratlon the
ftate of the trade of the thirteen United Colonics.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday,
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Thursday, OHoher 5, 1775.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congrefs refolvcd itfelf

Into a Committee of the whole, to take into farther confideratlort

the ftate of the trade of the thirteen United Colonies, and after

fome tirne fpent thereiq, the Prefident refumed the chair, and

Mr. /^^r^ reported, that not having come to any refolution, tjiey

defired leave to fit again.

Refolvedy That this Congrefs will to-morrow refolve itfelf

into a Committee of the whole, to take into their farther confide-»

ration the ftate of the trade of the thirteen United Colonies.

Sundry letters from London were laid before the Congrefs and

read.

/^ . Refolvedi That a committee of three be appointed to prepare a

(^Tfy^, ''*'^^lan for intercepting two veflels which are on their way to Canada,

^^^ J laden with arms and powder, and that the committee proceed on

this bufinefs immediately.

The Committee of claims reported, that in their opinion th«

following aqconnts ought to be paid.

An account of Mrs. Stiile of Trenton, for the expences of capt.

Rofs and others, to be charged to the faid /?<?//, until he makes it

appear to be jufl: and reaforiable that the fame be charged to the

Continent, amounting to 322.^ Dollars.

An account of Charles Axford, for provifions for captain Rofs*^

company, amounting to 8 _3_ dollars.

An account rendered by Charity Britton, for provifions for the

f^me company, amounting to 9^^ dollars.

An account rendered by Jofeph Clunn, fo^ provifions for tlie

fame company, amounting to 7_1^ dollars.

An account of Willia?n and Thomas Bradford^ for printing,

amounting to I78_7_ dollars.

Ordered That the above accounts be paid.

Refdlvsd, That Timothy Matlack^ of this city, be employed
as a ftore-keeper, and that the implements provided for the Huf-
fars, and the tents and linen, <t:c. purchafed for the army, be
put under his care.

The committee appointed to prepare a plan for intercepting the

two veffels bound to Canada, brought in a report which was taken

into confjderation j whereupon,

Refolvedy That a letter be fent to ^znzr-AlVaJhington to inform

him, that Congrefs having received certain intelligence of the fail-

ing of tvvo north country built brigs, of no force, from England,
pn the I ith of Augufi laft, loaded with arms, powder, and other

ftores, for ^ebec, without convoy, which it being of importance

to intercept, defire that he apply to the council of Majfa-
.€hufetts'BayiQxth.t two armed veflels in their fervice, andxiifpatch
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the fame, with a fufficient number of people, ftores, ^c. particu-

larly a number of oars, in order, if pollible, to intercept the faid

two brigs and their cargoes, and fecure the fame for the ufe of the
Continent; alfo any other tranfports laden with ammunition,
cloathing, or other ftores, for the ufe of the minifterial army or
navy in Am^rica^ and fecure them in the moft convenient places for

the purpofe above mentioned; that he give the commander or com-
manders l\ich inftru6lions as are necefTary, as alfo proper encou-
ragement to the marines and feamen,, that ftiall be fent on this en-
terprize, which inftrudtions are to be delivered to the commander
or commanders fealed up, with orders not to open the fame until

out of light of land, on account of fecrefy.

That a letter be written to the faid honourable Council to put
thefaidveffels under the General's command and direftion, and to
furnifh him inftantly with every necelfary in their power, at the
expence of the Continent.

That the General bedirefted to employ the faid veflels and others,,

if he judge necelfary, to elfed the purpofes aforefaid ; and that he
be informed that the Rhode-Mand and Connefticut veffels of force
"will be fent dire<ftly to their affiftance.

That a letter be wrote to governor Cooke, informing him of the
above, defiring him to difpatch one or both the armed velTels of
the colony of Rhode- Illand on the fame ferviee, and that he ufe
the precautions above mentioned.

That a letter be written to governor Trumbull, requefting of
him the largeft veifel in the ferviee of the colony of Connedicut to
be fent on the enterprize aforefaid, acquainting him with the above
particulars, and recommending the fanie precautions.

That the faidfhips and velfels ofwar be on the Continental rifque
and pay, during their being fo employed.

Adjourned. to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, OSiober 6. 1775.

Two letters from General Schuyler^ dated TiconderogUy actU
and 28th September, with fundry papers inclofed, were read.

Refolvedi That orders ilfue to the Continental treafurers, to
collect for continental bills, a quantity of filver and o-old, not
exceeding 53,200 dollars in valiie, for the ufe of the army in

Canada.

Rejolved, That it be recommended to the feveral provincial Af-
femblies or Conventions, and Councils or Committees of fafety, to
arreft and fecure every perfon in their refpedlive colonies, whofe
going at large may in their opinion endanger the fafety of the co-
lony, or the liberties of America.

Ordered, That an authentic copy of the laft refolve be tranfmit-
:.ted by the delegates to proper perfons in their refpeftive colonies

Rejbhed, That the committee appointed for the importation of

powder
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powder be direflied to export, agreeable to the Continental Aflb-
ciation, as much provifions or other produce of thefe colonies ai

they fhall judge expedient for the purchafe ofarms and ammunition*
The Congrefs taking into confideration the letter from Nenv-

Tork, refpeding the fortifications ordered to be eredled on HudforCi

river.

Refohed, That a Committee of three be appointed to report

to-morrow morning an anfwer to the Convention of Neiv-York,

The following members were chofen by ballot, viz, Mr. Mor»
ton, Mr. Dean, and Mr. R, Livingjicn.

The Committee appointed to prepare a plan, ^r. brought in i
farther report, which was read.

Orderedf To lie on the table, for the perufal of the members.
The order of the day was renewed, and the confideration of

the inftrudions given to the delegates of Rhode-JJIand referred to

this day, was put off to Monday i6th inftant.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, OMer 'j, ^775.

Ordered, That the Prefident draw on the treafurers, in favour

of Francis Leiuis, John Jlfop, Thomas Willing, Silas Deane, and

John Langdon, Efqrs. for the fum of five thoufand pounds fter-

ling, to pay for the goods they were ordered to purchafe for the

ufe of the Continental army.

The Committee appointed to take into confideration the letter

from the Convention of Nenjj-Tork, brought in their report, which
being read and debated, was agreed to, as follows :

That the Provincial Convention of Neifj-Tork be direfted imme-
diately to render Hudfon\ river defenfible, that in doing this they

be particularly attentive to form fuch works as may be finifhed be-

fore the winter fets in ; as it is very doubtful whether any Hone
work can be properly made at this advanced feafon, it is fubmitted

to the judgment of the faid Convention whether it could not be

more cheaply and expeditiouily done by works of wood or faf-

cines. If they {hould think otherwife, that they be direfted to go
on with the work in the way which they think beft, fince it is the

opinion of the Congrefs that the work fhould by no means be ne-

gle6led»

But if the work be already begun on the plan fcnt us, that they

render fuch parts as can be firft finifhed defenfible, fo that the

labour be not thrown away, if an attack fhould be made before the

whole can be finifhed.

That the Convention be direfted to enquire whether there are

not fome other places where fmall batteries might be erefled fo as

to annoy the enemy on their pafTage, particularly, a few heavy

cannon at or near Moored houfe, and at a point on the wefl fhore,

a little above VerplanlCi point.

That
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That it be recommended to faid Convention to eftablifh at pro-

per diftances, polls to be ready to give intelligence to the country,

in cafe of any invafion, or by fignals to give alarms in cafe of

danger, and that they confer with the Affembly oiConne^ikut, and
Convention of Ne'w-Jerfey, on the fpeedieft manner of conveying
intelligence in fuch cafes, and receiving afliflance when neceffary.

That the Convention be farther direded to take the moft effec-

tual method to obftru6: the navigation of the faid river, if upon
examination they find it praAicable.

Rejbhedy That orders be fent to Gen. Woofler, in cafe he has

no orders to the contrary from General Schuyler, that he immedi-
ately return to the batteries creeling in the highlands, and there

leave as many of his troops, as the^conduftors of the work ihall

think neceffary for compleating them, and that he repair with the

remainder to Nenu-TorL

A member from Fennfylvania laid before the Congrefs a refolve

paffed in the Houfe of Affembly, in thefe words :

" In Affembly, September '^o. 1775.
The Houfe taking into confideration the feveral letters fent

down yefterday by the Governor, acqnainting him with the intru-

fion of a number of people into this province, under a pretended
claim of the colony of Conne^kut, to the great annoyance of the

good people of this province.

Refolved, That the delegates for this province be fpecially direct-

ed to lay the fame before the Congrefs, with the mifchievous ten-

dency the purfuing fuch meafures will have, and procure the aid

of that Affembly to quiet the minds of the good people of this

province, and prevent furthet intrufion or extenfion of fettlements

under the faid claim, until the matter fliall be determined by the

King and Council, to whom both fides have fubmitted the difpute.

Extradl from the Journals,

Charles Moore, Clerk of Jffenbly:*

Refohedy That the fame be referred to the delegates for Con-

ne^i'icut and Pennjylvama, who are defired to report thereon on
JVlonday next.

Refolved, That the letter from Meffrs. Morris and Wilfon of
the 14th o£ Sept. be taken into confideration on Monday next.

Adjourned to nine o'clock on Monday.

Monday, 06lober 9, 1775.

A letter from Jofeph Trumbull, Commiffary- General, dated
September 2'^, I775» was read, defiring that^ 500 lawful money,
l666| dollars be paid to Mr. Tracy, for money by him advanced
to Colonel Arnold, for the ufe of the Continent, and that the fame
be charged to his account.

Orderedf That the Prefident draw on the treafurers for the

above
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above fum in favour of Mr. Tracy ^ and that the fame be charged as

above.

A letter from General Schuyler ^ dated the i9th of Septemher,

with one enclofed from General Montgomery, and fundry other pa-

pers were read,

Refolvedi That a Committee of five members be appointed 'to

take the fame into confideration, and report an anfwer.

The following members chofen, viz. Mr. J. Jdains, Mr. J. Rut'

ledge, Mr. Chafe, Mr. R. Livingfton, and Mr. Deane.

The delegates of Pennfylvania and Conne6iicut informing thd

Congrefs, that they were not yet ready to make a report on the

matters referred to them.

Ordered, That they prepare and bring in their report on Wednef-

day next.

Refolved, That it be recommended to the Convention of NenU'

Jerfey, that they immediately raife at the expehce of the Conti-

iient, two battalions, confiftirtg of eight companies each, and each

Company of fixty-eight privates, officered with one cfaptain, ono

lieutenant, one enfign, four ferjeants, and four corporals.

That the privates be inlifted for one year, at the rate of five

dollars per calender month, liable to be difcharged at any tiirie,

on allowing thern one hfionth's pay extraordinary.

That each of the privates be allowed inftead of a bounty, ontf

felt hat, a pair of yarn ftockings, and a pair of fhoes ; the men
to find their own arms.

That the pay of the ofEtcefs, for the prefent, be the fame aS

that of the officers in the prefent Continental army, and in cafe

the pay of the officers in the army is augmented, the pay of the

officers in thefe battalions fhall, in like manner be augmented front,

the time of their engaging in the fervice*

The order of the day being renewed.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morroW.

Tuesday, OMer ictyy^.

The Committee of claims reported the following accounts rea-

fonable, and which ought to be paid, viz.

The account of Du Shmtiere, for tranflating the addrefs of the

United Colonies to the inhabitants of ^ebec, amounting to 8

dollars.

IVdliam Govett\ account of the expences of a party of twenty-

feven men efcorting powder to Tre?2ton, amounting to 67.2 dollars.

David Ritt€nhoufe\ for thirty -fix cuts for Continental money,
amounting to 48 dollars.

John Thorntons account of provifions and ferriage for part of

captain /?^'s company, amounting to 10 dollars.

Chrijlopher Ludn.vig's account for fundry expences in forwarding

powder to Ticonderoga, amounting to 41.2 dollars^

Ordefedi
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Orderedy That the faid accounts be paid.

The Committee appointed to prepare an anfwer to General

Schuyler's letters, reported a draught, which was read, and or-

dered to lie on the table for the perufal of the members.

A motion being made relative to the appointment of officers in

the Continental army, and the fame being largely debated, the

determination thereon was deferred till to-morrow.
The order of the day was renewed.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, OSloher 11, 1775.

A lift of the matters referred to this day being read.

The Delegates of Connecticut and Pennfylvania were called on
to report on the matter referred to them, but not being yet ready.

Ordered, That they meet this afternoon and prepare a report to

be laid before Congrefs to-morrow.

The Committee of claims reported that the following accounts

ought to be paid, viz.

The account of the Committee of Elizabeth-Town, for cartage,

cxprefles, and for provilions to capt. Rofs's company, amounting
to 98.3 dollars, of which 3 J;, dollars to be charged to capt. Rofs.

James Leflie's account of neceffaries furnifhed to capt. Rofs's

company, amounting to 14.8 dollars.

Ordered, That the above accounts be pa?d.

The Congrefs refumed the confideration of the motion made
yefterday refpefting the appointment of officers, and after debate,

the fame was poftponed.

Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to report

what fubfiftance ought to be allowed to the officers and foldiers in

the continental fervice, when on their march, and in quarters be-

fore they join the army.

The members chofen, Mr. Rinfey,Mr.Deane, and Mr. Langdon.

The Congrefs took into confideration the letter to gen. Schuyler,

which being debated by paragraphs was agreed to.

Ordered, That the fame be tranfcribed and forwarded.

The Committee appointed on the fubfiflance, <bc. brought in

their report, which being read, was ordered to lie on the table to

be taken up to-morrow.

The order of the day being renewed,

Adjourned to nine o'clock to»-morrow.

Thursday, Odoler 12, 1775.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the report of the Com-
mittee refpefting fubfiftance for the foldiers, <bc.

Refolved, That each captain and other coramiifioned officer

while in the recruiting fervice of this Continent, or on their march

to join the army, fhall be allowed two dollars and two thirds of a

E e dollar
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dollar per week for their fubfiilance, and that the men who inllil

Ihall each of them, whilft in quarters, be allowed one dollar per

week, and when on their march to join the armry, one dollar and

one third of a dollar for the fame purpofe.

Refolvedy That the Prefident tranfmit to the Convention of

New-Jerfey, blank commillions, to be filled up by the faid Con-

vention, to the captains and fubaltern officers in the two battalions

to be raifed in that colony ; and that the appointment of the field

otficers be for the prefent fufpended, until the Congrefs come to a

determination on that matter.

John Penn, Efq. one of the delegates for North-Carolina ap-

peared in Congrefs, and produced his credentials, which being

read, were approved, and are as follov/s

:

North-Carolina, Hilljhorough. In Congrefs y ^th Sept. 1775. •

" Mr. Cafwell informed the Congrefs, that as they had done

him the honour to appoint him treafurer of the fouthern diftridl of

this province, and one of the figners of the public bills of credit,

his attending thofe duties would render it entirely out of his power
to attend the Continental Congrefs as one of the delegates of this

province, he therefore requefted this Congrefs would be pleafed to

appoint fome other gentlemen in his ftead. Whereupon it is refolv-

ed, that John Penn, Efq. be, and he is hereby appointed a dele-

gate in behalf of this province, in conjunction with Willianj

Hooper, and Jofeph Hewes, Efqrs. and that he be invefled with

the fame power, and intitled to the like allowance, that the faid

Richard Cafwell would have been veiled with, and entitled to, un-

der a former refolution of this Congrefs.

By order, figned,

Samuel Johnson, Prejldsnt^

Andrew Knox, Secretary,

The Committee of Claims reported their opinion that the fol-

lowing accounts ought to be paid.

Two accounts of Peter Cooper, one for feveral articles furnifhed

capt. CrefTop's company in Lancafter, amounting to 2J|_ dollars,

^o be charged to faid company The other for thirty-four pair of

boots made by him for the huITar company, amounting to ^13^-

dollars.

Francis Wade's account of expcnces for himfelf and a party of

eighteen men efcorting gov. Skene and Mr. Lundy to New-York,

amounting to 44c "^ ^ dollars.

Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid.

B.eJohed, That it be recommended to the Affembly Or Com-
mittee of Safety of Pennfylvania, to raife one battalion on the fame

terms as th )fe oriere 1 to ht raifed in New-Jerfey, and to be of-

ficered in like manner.

Refoheit
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Refihed, That tlie men to be ehlifted be furnirtied at tlie Con-

tinental expence with a hunting-fhirt not exceeding in value i-S-

dollar, and a blanket, if to be procured, but not to be made part

of the terms of eniiltment.

Aprseable to the order of the day the Congrefs refolved itfelf

into a Committee of the whole, to take into confideration the ftate

of the trade of the thirteen United Colonies, and after fome time

fpent therein, the Prefident refumed the chair and Mr. Ward re-

portv^'i, that the Committee had taken into confideration the mat-

ter referred to them, but not having come to a conclufion, delired

hiiii to move for leave to fit again.

RefoivtfJi That this Congrefs will to-morrow refolve itfelf in-

to a Committee of the whole to take into their further confidera-

tion the Hate of the trade of the thirteen United Colonies.

The other matters referred to this day being poftponed, the

Congrefs adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, (^^ij^^r 13, 1775.

Agreeable to the order of the day the Congrefs refolved itfelf in-

to a Committee of the whole, to take into their farther confideration

the trade of the thirteen United Colonies, and after fome time fpent

thereon, the Prefident tefumedthe chair, and Mr. Ward reported,

that the Committee had taken into confideration the matter refer-

red to them, but not having come to a conclufion defired him ta

move for leave to fit again.

Whereupon the order was renewed.

A letter from General Walhington dated 5th of Odober, with
fundry papers enclofed Was read.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the report of the Com-
mittee, appointed to prepare a plan, 6"^- after fome debate. ^^

Refolved, That a fwift failing veflel to carry ten carriage gunSjV' A'*''*j^

and a proportionable number of fwivels^ with eighty men, befit-

ted with all poffible difpatch, for a cruize of three months, and
that the commander be inftrufted to cruize eaflward, for inter-

cepting fuch tranfports as may be laden with warlike ilores and
other fupplies for our enemies, and for fuch other purpofes as the
Congrefs (hall diredl.

That a Committee of three be appointed to prepare an eilimate

of the expence, and lay the fame before the Congrefs, and to con-
tract with proper perfons to fit out the vefTel.

Refolved, That another veffel be fitted out for the fame pur-
pofes, and that the faid Committee report their opinion of a pro-
per veffel, and alfo an eftimate of the expence.

The following members were chofen to compofe the Cammittee,
Mr. Deane, Mr. Langdon, and Mr. Gadfden.

Refolved, That the farther confideration of the report be referred

tp Monday next.

The
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The Congrefs taking into confideration the memorial of fundry

merchants of New-York and Philadelphia, refpe6ting a quantity

of tea on hand which were referred by the Congrefs at their laft

fefiion to be taken up at their next.

Refolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to take into con-

fideration the faid memorials and enquire into the ftate of fa£l5, and

make report thereon to the Congrefs.

The members chofen, Mr. J. Rutledge, Mr. S. Adams, Mr. J.

Adams, Mr. Ward, and Mr. Lee.

The feveral matters referred to this day were poftponed till to-

morrow, to which time the Congrefs adjourned to meet at nine

o'clock.

Saturday, 0£ioher 14, 1775.

The Congrefs refumed the confideration ofthe letter from Gene-

ral Wafiiington, and the papers enclofed.

Refolved^ That a director general and chief phyfician of the hof-

pitalinMaffachufetts Bay, be appointed in the room ofDr. Church,

who is taken into cufliody for holding a correfpondence with the e-

nemy,

Refolved, That the Congrefs will on Monday next proceed to

the ele6lion of a diredlor general and chief phyfician of the hofpit-

al, in the room of Dr. Church.

Refolved, That the further confideration of the General's letter

be poftponed till Monday next.

The delegates for Connefticut informed the Congrefs, that they

had met fome of the delegates for Pennfylvania, in order to take

into confideration the matters referred to them, but not being able

to come to any agreement with them, and as the difpute between

the people of the two Colonies on the waters of Sufquehannah,

had proceeded to bloodlhed, and in their apprehenfion may be at-

tended with very dangerous confequences unlefs fpeedily prevented,

they moved that a Committee be appointed out of the other Colo-

nies to take this matter into confideration, and report thereon to

the Congrefs.

Refolved, That this be referred to Monday next.

Adjourned to nine o'clock on Monday.

Monday, OCloher 16, 1775.

Tv70 letters from the Convention of New-Jerfey, dated 13th and

I4.thinft. being read.

Refolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to take the

fame into confideration and report an anfwer.

The members chofen, Mr. J. Rutledge, Mr. Dickinfon, and

Mr. W. Livingfton.

A Letter from Gen. Schuyler dated 5th inft. with fundry pa-

pers enclofed being received and taken into confideration.

Refolved

^
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Uefolved, That the fum of 200,000 dollars be fent to the depu-

ty pay-mafter general for the northern army.

That the delegates of Pennfylvanla do immediately count and

fend forward the above fum under a guard.

Rejolvedy That the ton of powder forwarded laft week to New-

York, be immediately fent to Gen. Schuyler.

ReJhhed,'V\i3.t a Committee of five members be appointed to con-

fider farther ways and means of promoting the manufacture offalt-

petre.

The following members chofen, Mr. Randolph, Mr. Wifncr,

Mr. Chafe, Mr. J. Rutledge, and Mr. Morton.

Refolved, That it be earneftly recommended to all perfons, who
are poiTeffed of the falt-petre lately removed from Turtle-Bay, on

the ifland of New-York forthwith to fend the fame to the prefident

of the Convention of New-York, to be manufactured into gunpow-

der for the ufe of the Continental army.

Ordered, That Mr. Langdon, Mr. Dyer, and Mr. J. Adams, en-

quire what quantity of powder has been fent to the northern army

and report by whom fent.

The order ofthe day being renewed, and the feveral matters re-

ferred to this day poftponed.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, O^oher 17, 1775.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the motion mkde laft Sa-

turday by the delegates of Connecticut.

Refolvedy That a Committee of five members be appointed to

take into confideration the difputes between the people ofConnecti-

cut and Penrnfylvania, and report what in their opinion is proper

to be done by Congrefs.

The members chofen arc, Mr. J. Rutledge Mr. Chafe, Mr.
Jefferfon, Mr Kinfey, and Mr. Hopkins.

. The Committee appointed to prepare an eftimate &c. brought
in their report, which after debate was re-committed.

The Committee of claims reported that there is due to Ephralm
Martin for provifions furnifhed to feveral riffle companies 59.3
dollars.

Orderedy That the fame be paid.

A letter from governor Cooke, dated 9th inft. was read.

The Congrefs proceeded to the elediion of a direCtor general

and chief phyfician of the hofpital, in the room of DoCtor Church,
and the ballots being examined,

DoCtor John Morgan, of Philadelphia, was eleCted.

Ordered, That the prefident write to the Convention of New-
York, and inform them, that it is the defire of the Congrefs, that

the fulphur in that city be immediately removed to a place offafety.
'

' ' The
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The feveral matters referred to this day being poilponed, and

the order of the day renewed.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, OEloher t8, 1775.

The Committee on the memorials from fundry merchants in New
York and Philadelphia, brought in their report, which being read,

after fome debate,

Refolved, That the further confideratioa thereof be poftponed*

The delegates from New-Jiamp^ire laid before the Congrefs a

part of the inftrudipns de^ivere4 to them by their colony, in thefe

words

:

« We would have you immediately ufe your u^imoft endeavours

to obtain the advice and direction of the Congrefs, with refpeft to

a method for our adminiftering juilice, and regulating our civil

police. We prefs you not to delay this matter, as its being done

fpeedily will probably prevent the greatett confufion among us.'*

Refolvedy That the con^fideration of this matter be referred to

Monday next.

Refolved) That a juH and well authenticated account of the hof-

tilities committed by the minifterial troops and navy in America

fince lail March be collected, with proper evidence of the truth of

the fa6ls related, the number and value of the buildings deitroyed

by them, alfo the number and value of the veflels inward and out-

ward bound, which have been feized by them fince that period, as

near as the number and value can be afcertained, alfo the Hock ta-

ken by them from different parts of the continent.

That a committee of three be appointed for this purpofe.

The members chofen are, Mr. Deane, Mr. J. Adarns, Mr. Wythcr

The order of the day being renewed.

Adjourned teniae o^clock to-morrow.

Thursday, Qdoher 19, 1775.

The Committee of claims reported, that in their opinion the

following accounts ought to be paid.

The account of the Committee of Lancafter for fundries furnifh-

edthe rifHe companies, amounting to 2213.6 dollars.

The account of Richard Badhe, Stephen Pafchall, and Michael

Hillegas, for fuperintending the printipg of the Continental bills

of credit, amounting to 272 dollars.

Ordered^ That the above accounts be paid.

The Committee appointed to take into confideration the method

propofed by the Commiffary-general for fupplying the army with

provifions, brought in their report, which was read.

It being repreientedtoCongrefs, that capt. Ifaac Sears of New-

York, has at the requefl of Mr. Trumbull the Commiffary-general,

forwarded to the camp at Cambridge, feven thoufand barrels of

flourj
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flour, for which Mr. Trumbull has not been able to pay him, £01"

want of money in the military cheft.

Refohed, That 30,000 dollars be paid to eapt. Ifaac Sears on ac-*

count of the above flour, he giving bond to the treafurers to ad-

count for the fame with Mr. Trumbull, and that the fame be charg-

ed to the account of Mr. Trumbull, Commiflary-general.

A petition from Mr. Sears and Mr. Randal was laid before the!

Congrefs, and read.

Refolvidy That the fame be referred to Thurfday the 2d ofNo -

vember next, then to be taken into confideration.

Refolvedy That capt. Macpherfon be requefted immediately to

repair to the camp at Cambridge, and confer with gen. Wafliing-

ton, on the fubjeft contained in his letter to Congrefs.

Refohedi That the Provincial Convention of New-York be re-

quefl:ed to fend to this Congrefs, a copy of any order or proceeding

of theirs, or of the mayor and corporation in confequence of gov.

Tryon's letter to the mayor, publiflied in the New-York papers^

under the i6th infl:ant, alfo an attefl:ed copy offaid letter.

The order of the day being renewed.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow,

Friday, OSIoher 20, 1775.

The committee appointed to prepare a letter to the General, re-

ported a draught, which was read and agreed to.

Refohed, That three hundred dollars be paid to capt. John
Macpherfon to defray the expences of his journey to the camp, he

to be accountable.

The remainder of the day and the day following, were fpent in

a committee of the whole, on the trade of the United Colonies.

On which, not being ready to report, the order of the day w^as

renewed, and the Congrefs adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, O^oher 23, 1775.

The Congrefs being informed that yefl:erday the hon. Peyton

Randolph, Efq. fuddenly departed this life,

Refolved, That the Congrefs will attend his funeral as mourners,

with a crape round their left arm, according to the aflbciation.

That the Congrefs thus continue in mourning for the fpace of

one month.

That a committee of three be appointed to fuperintend the fu-

neral.

The members chofen, Mr. Middleton, Mr. Hopkins, and Mr.

Chafe.

That the Committee wait on the revd. Mr. Duche, and requefl:

him to prepare a proper difcourfe to be delivered at the funeral.

The delegates for Delaware government having been re-appoint-

ed
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ed by their affembly, on the 2ilxinft. produced the credentials of
their re-appointment, which were read and approved.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow, and from thence by ad-

journments to ten o'clock on Wednefday.

Wednesday, 06lober 25, 1775.

Sundry letters from gen. Wafhington, gov. Trumbull, and the

Convention of New-York, being received were read.

The committee appointed to prepare an anfwer to the letters

from the Convention of New-Jerfey, dated 13th and 14th inft.

brought in a draught, and the fame being read and debated, an

anfwer was agreed to, and ordered to be forwarded.

The Committee of claims reported that there is due.

To John Biddle, commiffary of the riffle battalion, 4139.7
dollars.

To James Stewart, for provifions to riffle-men, 15.7 ditto.

To Jacob Hoyler, for do. to capt. Rofs's company, 18.3 ditto.

Ordered^ That the fame be paid.

The Committee of fafety of Peniifylvania informed the Con-
grefs, that they have taken into cuftody a capt. Campbell, and a

lieut. Symes, together with a number of foldiers, who came from

Bofton in the ^Rebecca and Frances tranfport, which was caft away
on Brigantine beach, and that from gen. Gage's inftruftions to

faid Campbell and Symes, (herewith tranfmltted to Congrefs) it

appeared they were fent to raife recruits for gen. Gage's army, and

that from fundry examinations taken and fubmitted to Congrefs,

it appeared faid Campbell has heretofore been employed in the like

fervice, and has endeavoured to inveigle recruits by the offer of

grants of forfeited lands.

The inflruftions being: read.

Ordered^ That they be publifhed.

The examinations alfo being read.

Ordered^ That a copy of them be forwarded to the Convention

of New-York, with a recommendation to them to feize a Mr.
Grant, who it is faid is employed in raifing recruits for general

Gage's army in that colony.

Refohedy That Mr. Hewes be added to the Committee of claims.

The order of the day being renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, OBoltr 26, 1775.

Ordered^ That the refolution of the 15th of July laft, for encou-

raging the importation of arms and ammunition, and the refoluti-

on of the 1 8th inft. for colledling an account of the hoftllities com-
mitted by the minifterial troops and navy, be immediately pub-
lifhed.

Refokedy That a committee of three be appointed to take into

confideration
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tiDnfideratlon the letter from the Convention of New-York, dated

20th inftant, and report an anfwer.

The members chofen, Mr. Deane, Mf. S. Adams, and Mr.
Duane.

Information being given to Congrefs, that there has been lately

difcovered in the colony of Virginia, a mineral containing a large

qiiantity of falt-petre.

Ordered, That the delegates of Virginia fend an exprefs to en-

quire into the truth of the fadl, and to bring a fample of the mi-

neral.

Refolved, That a committee of five members be appointed to take

into confideration the inllruClions given to the delegates of New-
Hampfhire, and report their opinion thereon.

The members chofen, Mr.J. Rutledge, Mr. J.Adams, Mr.Ward,
Mr. Lee, and Mr. Sherman.

Agreeable to the order of the day the Congrefs refolved itfelf

into a Committee of the whole, to take into farther confideration the

jftate of the trade of the United Colonies, and alter fome time fpent

thereon, the Prefidentrefumed the chair, and Mr. Ward reported,

that the Committee had taken into confideration the matter refer-

red to them, and have come to a refolution, which they defired

him to report, and further to move for leave to fit again.

The report of the Committee being read,was agreed to as follows

:

Refolved, That it be recommended to the feveral Provincial Af-
femblies. Conventions, or Councils of fafety, of the United Colo-

nies, to export to the foreign Weft-Indies, on account and rifque o£

their refpe6live colonies, as much provifions or other produce, ex-

cept horned cattle, iheep, hogs, and poultry, as they may deem
neceifary for the importation of arms, ammunition, fulphur, and

falt-petre.

Ordered, That a copy of the above be tranfmitted by the dele-

gates to their refpedlive Affemblies, Conventions, or Committees

of fafety.

Refolved, That this Congrefs will to-morow again refolve itfelf

into a Commitee of the whole, to take into their further confide-

ration, the ftate of the trade of the United Colonies.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to morrow.

Friday, 05lober 27, 1775.

The Committee appointed to prepare an anfwer to the Conven-

tion of New-York, brought in a report which was read.

The remainder of the day being fpent in a Committee of the

whole, and the order of the day renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, O^loher 28, 1775*

The Committee of fafety of Pennfylvania having tranfmitted td

F f Congrefs
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Congrefs Tome further examinations of the foldiers who came In the

Rebecca and Frances tranfport, defired the direftion of Congrefs

with regard to the officers and foldiers. Whereupon,

Refohed, That capt. Campbell and lieut. Symes,and the men wha
camewith them in the Rebecca and^Frances tranfport,be confined in

fuch goals in this colony, as the Committee of fafety of faid colony

think proper, and that faid capt. Campbell and lieut. Symes be

allowed for their fubfiftance li. dollar each, a-week, and the mca
3

one dollar a-week each, to be paid out of the Continental treafury.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the report of the com-
mittee on the New-York letters.

Refohed, That a company ofmatrofies, to confift of a captain,

a captain-lieutenant^ a firft and fecond lieutenant, a lieutenant fire-

worker, four ferjeants, four corporals, eight bombardiers, fixty-

eight matrofies, one drummer, and one fifer, be immediately raif-

ed in New-York for the defence of Hudfon's river, and to occupy

the fortifications now erefting in the highlands, and .that it be

recommended to the Convention of faid colony immediately, to

raife faid company, and to appoint the proper officers.

The Committee of claims reported, that there is due on account

of neceflaries furnlfhed to the Huflar company, and for fervices

therein the following fums, viz.

To James and Drinker, per account, 192.8 dollars.

Thomas Clifford and fons, 64.4 dollars.

Ufher and Henry, 29.2 dollars.

George Fromberger, 127.3 dollars.

V/illiam Ogden, 73.3 dollars.

William Kerlin, 64 dollars.

Samuel Garrigueb, 1 1 dollars.

Andrew Fegener, 266.6 dollars.

Lewis Kuhn, 425.3 dollars.

Levv'is Prah], to be paid by his order to Andrew Bonner,

226.6 dollars.

Sundries for fmaller fums to be paid by T. Matlack, 550.6 dol-

lars.

That there is due to Rachel Stille, for expences of a guard at

Trenton over the powder, 10.5 dollars.

To William Holmes, for goods furnlfned the riffle company
raifed in Cumberland, 85.6 dollars.

To Timothy Matlack, to pay for wood for the ufe of the Con-
grefs, 22 dollars.

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid.

Rcfolvedy That five of the Committee of claims, of which the

chairman is to be one, be empowered to a6t.

Refolved, That the infpeftors of the prefs deliver the proof flieets

and checks of the Continental bills, to the Continental treafurers,

and that they deliver one of each to the delegates of every colony,

to
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to'be depoiited with the provincial trcafurer appointed in fuch co-

lony, and retain the rell in their hands.

Mr. Randolph, one of the falt-petre committee being dead, and

Mr. Morton another, defiring to be excufed on account of his at-

tendance in the houfe of affembly.

Refolvedf That three new members be chofen for that committee.

The members chofen, Mr. Paine, Mr. HumphreySp and Mr.
Wythe.
The order of the day being renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

' Monday, 06loher 30, 1775.

The committee appointed to prepare an ellimate^ and to fit out

the veffels, brought in their report, which being taken into confi-

deration.

Refolvedy That the fecond vefTel ordered to be fitted out on the

13th infliant, be of fuch a fize as to carry fourteen guns, and a

proportionate number of fwivels and men.

Refolved, That two more velfels be fitted out with all expedition;

the one to carry not exceeding twenty guns, and the other not ex-

ceeding thirty-fix guns, with a propoationablc number of fwivels

and men, to be employed in fuch manner, for the protection and
defence of the United Colonies, as the Consjrefs ftiall direct.

Refolvedf That four members be chofen and added to the former

Committee of three, and that thefe feven be a coinmittee to carry

into execution with all poffible expedition, as well the refolutions of
Congrefs pafledthe I3tii inilant, as thofepaffed this day, for fit-

ing out armed veflels. ^,
The members chofen, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Hewes, Mr. R. H, ^/r UA)>^

Lee, and Mr. J. Adams.
The Convention of New-Jerfey having recommended fundry

gentlemen for field officers to command the two battalions raifing

in that colony.

Refolvedy That the fame be referred till to-morrow.

A Letter from W. Livingflion, Efq. dated the i8th inft. was
read and referred till to-morrow.

The order of the day being renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow,

Tuesday, OSioler 31, 1775.

Sundry letters from gen. Schuyler of the 6th, 13th, r4th, and
19th inft. with fundry papers enclofed were read.

The Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a Committee of the whole,

to take into further confideration the trade ofthefe colonies,and after

fome time fpent therein, the Prefident refumed the chair, and Mr.
Ward reported, that the Committee having taken into confidera-

tion the matter to th.em referred", have come to certain' tefolutions,

which
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whic*h tliey defired him to report, but that not having corhe to a

conclufion, they delired him to move for leave to fit again.

The report of the Committee being read,

Refolvedi That the fame be taken into confideration to-morrow

morning.

Refohedy That the appointment of field officers for the batta-

lions raifing in New-Jerfey, be pottponed to Friday next.

A member from Pennfylvania laid before the Congrefs a refolve

of the hon. Affembly of that colony, in thefe words:

" In JJfemhly^ OBoher 28, 1775.

The hoiife taking into their further confideration the refolve of

Gbngrefs, for raifmg a battalion in this province for general fervice,

find it neceflary that monies Ihould be advanced by the feveral cap-

tains for that purpofe.

Refohedy therefore, That the Congrefs be requefted to order a

fufficient fum of money to be put into the hands of the Committee

of fafety of this province, to be immediately applied in raifing faid

battalion.

Extract from the minutes,

Charles Moore, Clerk of AJfenibly*''

Refohedy That the confideration thereof be referred to Friday

aiext.

The order of the day being -renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, Noveniber i.r775»

A letter from gen. WafhingtOTi by exprefs, with an account of

the burning of Falmouth, was read.

Ordered, That a copy be forwarded by the delegates to their

refpe6;ive Aflemblies, Conventions, and Committees of fafety.

A letter from the Committee of conference with the minutes of

their proceedings was read.

O'^deredy To lie on the table for the perufal of the members.
The Congrefs taking into confideration the report from the

Committee of the whole.

Refohedy That no produce of the United Colonies be exported

(except from colony to colony, under the direftion of the Com-
mittees of infpedtion and obfervation, and (except from one part

to another of the fame colony) before the firfl day of March next,

without the permiflion or order of this Congrefs
;

provided that

nothing herein contained fhall be confirued to vacate the refoluti-

ons of Congrefs for the importation of arms, ammunition, ibc.

Refohedy That New-York, the three lower counties on Dela-

ware, North-Carolina, and Georgia, ought not to avail themfelvfs

of the benefit allowed to them by the late refiraining a6t, and

therefore
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tlierefore that no perfon fhould apply at the cuftom-houfes in thofc

colonies for clearances or other documents, which other colonies

are deprived of by faid reftraining adt, forfecuring the navigation

of veffels with cargoes from their ports ; and that the Prefident

tranfmit to the AlTemblies or Conventions of thofe colonies, copies

of this refolution, with the thanks of this Congrefs to thofe colo-

nies refpeftively, for not having hitherto taken any advantage of

the exemptions in the faid a<St of parliament.

Refohed, That no rice be exported under the exception contain-

ed in the 4th article of the Affociation, from any of the United
Colonies to Great-Britain, Ireland, or the iilands of Jerfey, Guern-
fey, Sark, Alderney, or Mann, or any other European ifland, or

fettkm<;nt within the Britifh dominions.

Refolved, That no live flock, (neceffary fea-ftores, at the difcre-

tion of the Committees, and horfes excepted) be exported from
thefe colonies, or water borne, except in rivers, bays, and founds.

The further confideration of the report being poftponed, and
the order of the day renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, Novemher 2, 1775.*

The Committee of claims reported that there is due.

To Daniel Smith, for expences of guards attending gov. Skene>

major French and others, and the expences of Mr. Lundy and
major French, 133.3 '^oH'i^s.

To John Davies, for provilions and carriage to three riffle com-
panies, 1320.9 -dollars.

To Simons and Henry, for fundries to riffle companies, 2313.6
dollars ; of this 26.7 dollars to be charged to the Continent, the re^-

mainder to feveral riffle companies, the money to be paid to Hugh
and George Roberts, per order of faid Simons and Henry.
To John Montgomery, 56 dollars, of which 2.4. to be charged'

to the Continent,

To John Brewller, Zachariah Dubois, and Jon. Brooks, 61.1

dollars, to be paid per order to Henry Wifner, Efq;

To "William Sickle, according to the prayer of his petition, 40
dollars.

To capt. Dowdle, for drums, 6"^, for his company, 61. r dollars

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid.

Refohed^ That the Committee appointed to carry into execution jn a^"^

the refolves of Congrefs, for fitting out four armed vefTells, be s.u-

thorifed to draw on the continental treafurers from time to time,

for as much cafli as fhall be neceffary for the above purpofe, not

exceeding the fum of one hundred thoufand dollars, and that the

faid Committee have power to agree with fuch officers and feamen,

as are proper to man and command faid veffels, and that the encour-

a^-ement to fuch ofHcers and feamen be one half of all fhips of war

made
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made pri^e of by them, and one third of all tranfport veffels exclu-»

five of wages.

The inhabitants of a diftric^ in Nova-Scotia, having chofen a

Committee of fafety, and having by their petition applied to the

Congrefs to be admitted into the Aifociation of the United Colo-

nies, for the prefervation of their rights and liberties.

Refihedi That a Committee of five be appointed to take this

matter into confideration, and report what iteps in their opinion it

may be proper to take in confequence of this application, for the

prefervation of the liberties of America.

The mem.bers chofen, Mr. Deane, Mr. Jay, Mr. Hopkins, Mr.
Langdon, and Mr. J. Adams.

Refohedy That the delegates have liberty to tranfmit to their

refpe6live Committees of fafety, a copy of the refolution paffed yef-

terday.

A Memorial from the Committee of fafety, of Pennfylvania, ref-

pefting lieutenant Symes, was read.

Ordered, To lit: on the table.

A letter from Mr. Bedford, deputy muHer mailer general, with

fundry mufter roils being received, were read.

The Committee appointed to take into confideration the inftru£l-

on to the delegates of New-Kampfhire, brought in their report,

which was read.

Ordered, To lie on the table.

A Petition from John Raigs of Bermudas, was read.

Ordered, To lie on the table.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the letter? from gen,

Schuyler, p-en. Montgomery and W. Lfivingilon, Efq.

Refolvedj That a Committee of three be appointed to repair to

the northward, to confer vyith gen. Schuyler, and to purfue fuch

inilrudlions as may be given them in charge by the Congrefs.

The members chofen, Mr. Langdon, Mr. Paine, and Mr. Dyer.

That a Committee of live be appointed to prepare inftrudtions for

the foregoing Committee.

The members chofen, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Jay, Mr. Lee, Mr.

Deane, and Mr. J. Adams.

Refohedy That 3000 felt bats, 3000 worfted caps, 3000 pair of

buckfldn breeches, 3000 pair of faces 3000 pair of yarn ftockings,

and 2000 wsiUcoats fuitable for the feafon, be immediately purchaf-

ed and fent to the army, under th^e command of gen. Schuyler, to

be fold to the foldicrs at prime coil including charges of carriage

and five per cent to the deputy quarter mailer general, by whom
the faid goods are to be fold.

Refolved, That thefe goods be fold to thofe foldlers only, who

will re-inlifl in the continental army, and to the new recruits.

RepAved, That as much duffels or kerfey, as will make three hun-

dred watch coats be purchafed and fent to gen. Schuyler, with

needles
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needles and tliread, to be made into watch coats, and that thefe be
charged to the Continent, and kept for the ufe of the out fentries.

Refolvedy That a Committee of three be appointed to purchafe

the foregoing articles.

The members chofen, Mr. Alfop, Mr. Lewis, and Mr. Sherman,

Ordered^ That the Committee apply to the Committee of infpec-

tion of the city and liberties of Philadelphia, for their affiftance in

purchafmg the above articles.

The Committee appointed to repair to the camp at Cambridge
being returned, made a farther report of their proceedings, where-
upon.

Refolved^ That Saturday next be afUgned for taking into confi-

deration the report of the Committee, and the flate of the army at

Cambridge.

Refolvedy That the petition of Mr. Sears, and Mr. Randall,

which was referred to this day, be pollponed to Monday next.

The order of the day being renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, November t^^ i775»

The Congrefs taking into confideration the report of the Com-
mittee on the New-Hampfhire inftruftions,

Refolved, That it be recommended to the provincial Convention

of New-Hampfliire, to call a full and free reprefentation of the peo-

ple, and that the reprefentatives, ifthey think it neceffary, eftablifh

fuch a form ofgovernment, as in their judgment will beft produce

the happinefs of the people, and mod efFedually fecure peace and
good order in the.province, during the continuance of the prefent

difpute between Great-Britain and the colonies.

The Cong-refs then taking into confideration the date of South-

Carolina, and fundry papers relative thereto, being read and con-

fidered.

Refohed, That a Committee of five be appointed to take the fame

into conhderation, and report what in their opinion is neceiTary to

be done.

The merr^bers chofen, Mr. Harrifon, Mr. Bullock, Mr. Hooper,

Mr. Chafe, and Mr. S. Adams.
The Committee of claims reported, that there is due to William

Holliday, for goods and provifions furniflied by feveral perfons to

the rilHe companies of Virginia, the fum of^ 246 : 12 : 3 Virginia

cuntiicy, T 22 dollars; of Vv''hich there ought to be charged to capt.

Morfrau, the fum of ^ 169 : i : 7h ^"d to capt. Stevenfon the fum
of / 13: 16: II, and the remainder to the Continent.

To Andrew Bonner, for goods furniflied to capt. Creflbp's com-

pany by David Mitchell, the fum of/ 67 : 4: 6 and for provifions

to capt. Stevenfon's company, the fum of/ 3:2.6 the laft men-

tioned fum to be charged to the Continent, both, amounting to

1 8 7 .6 dollars. Ordered

^
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Ordered^ That the above accounts be paid.

The Congrefs taking Into confideratlon the recommendation from

the Convention of Nev^^-Jerfey.

Refohedt That the fame be referred to Monday next.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow*

Saturday, JSlovemher 4. 1775.

A letter from gen. Schuyler, with fundry inclofcd papers, con-

taining an account of the taking of fort Chambly, being received

and read.

Refolvedi That the fame be referred to the Committee appointed

to prepare inftruftlons.

Ordered^ That gen. Montgomery's letter, and the articles of

capitulation be publllhed by the fecretary.

The Committee appointed on the differences between the people

of Pennfylvania and Connedlicut, brought in their report, which

being aead.

Refolvedy That the fame be referred to Monday next.

On motion made, the Congrefs came to the following refolutlon.

The Congrefs confidering that the moll perfe6l union between

all the colonies, is effentially neceffary for the prefervation of the

mil rights of North-America, and being apprehenfive that there is

great danger of hoflilities being commenced, at or near Wyoming,
between the inhabitants of the colony of Pennfylvania, and thofe

of Conne£licut.

Refolved, That the aifemblies of the faid colonies be requefted to

take the mod fpeedy and effe6lual fteps to prevent fuch hoftllities.

Ordered, That Mr. M'Kean and Mr. Deane, wait upon the ho-

norable hcufe of Affembly, of Pennfylvania, now fitting with a co-

py of the above refolutlon.

Ordered, That a copy of the faid refolutlon be tranfmitted by

exprefs to the magiftrates, and people of Pennfylvania and Can-

ne6llcut, on the waters of Sufquehannah.

The Congrefs taking into confideratlon the report of the Com-
mittee of conference.

Refolvedy That the new army intended to He before Bofton, con-

fiil of 20372 men, officers included.

Refolvedy That the pay of the officers and privates (except that

of the captains, lieutenants, and enfigns in the marching regiments)

be the fame as in the prefent army.

Refolvedy That the pay of a captain in the marching regiment

be, 261 dollars per calendar month.

That the pay of a lieutenant in ditto, be 18 dollars per ditto.

The pay of an enfign In ditto, be 13^ dollars per ditto.

ReflvedyThsit each regiment confill of 728 men, officers includ-

ed, that it be divided into eight companies, each company to con-

fiil
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fiH of one captaiji, two lieutenants, one enfign, four ferjeants, four

corporals, two drums or fifes, and 76 privates.

Refolved, That a ration confift of the following kind and quan- -.

tity of provifions

:

I lb. beef, or ^ lb. pork, or i lb. fait fifh, per day.^

I lb. bread Or JSour per day.

3 pints of peafe or beans per week, or vegetables equivalent, at

one dollar per bufiiel for peafe or beans.

I pint milk per man, or at the rate of __*_ of a dollar.

I half pint of rice, or i pint of Indian meal per man per week.
I quart of fprtice beer or cyder per man per day, or nine gallons^

of molafles per company of 100 men per week.

3 lb. candles to 100 men per week for guards.

24 lb. foft or 8 lb. hard foap for 100 men per week.

Refolved^ That it be recommended to the feveral AfTemblies or

Conventions of the colonies refpe£lively, to fet and keep their gun-
imiths at work, to manufacture good firelocks, with bayonets;
each firelock to be made with a good bridle lock, three quarters of
an inch bore, and of good fubilance at the breech, the barrel to be

3 feet 8 inches in length, the bayonet to be 18 inches in the blade,

with a Heel ramrod, the upper loop thereof to be trumpet mouthed:
that the price to be given be fixed by the Aflembly or Convention,

or Committee of fafety of each colony, and that until a fufficient

quantity of good arms can be manufactured, they import as many
as are wanted, by ail the means in their power.

Refolvedy That the good arms of fuch foldiers as leave the fer-

vice, be retained for the ufe of the new army, on a valuation made
of them.

Refohedi That cloathing be provided for the new army by the

Continent, and paid for, by ftoppages out of the foldiers wages, at

12. dollars per month, that as much as pofiible of the cloth for this

purpofe be dyed brown, and the diftindlions of the reg-iments made
in the facings.

That a man who brings a good new blanket into the camp, be

allowed two dollars therefore, and take it away at the end of the

campaign.

Refolvedy That in order to fupply the army with provifions, the

Commilfary-general be direfted to caufe cattle and hogs to be

driven at proper feafons to the camp, there to be flaughtered and

cured, and as to the articles of bread and flour, that he proceed m.

the way that he has done for fome time palt.

Refolvedy That fuch officers as have ferved in the prefent army
to approbation, and are willing to Hay, be preferred, and if there

are more of thefe than are necefTary for the new army, that the

General diftinguifii fuch as he deems bell qualified.

Refolvsdi That it be recommended to the feveral legiflatures of

G g. New-England
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New-England to impower the General to imprefs carriages, veflelst

horfes, and other things necelTary at a reafonable rate, for the

tranfportation or march of the army, or any part of it, or on any

other emergency, and that this power may be deputed in writing

under the hand of the General to the Quarter-mafter general, or to

any inferior officer,who are to be accountable for any abufe thereof.

Refohed, That the General be directed to propofe to the officera

now ferving in the prefent army, that they fignify in writing as

foon as poflible, which of them will continue to ferve and defend

their country, and which of them will retire, and that fuch officers

as propofe to continue in the fervice, and are approved by the Ge-
neral, proceed to inltft their men into the Continental fervice, upon
the fame pay and allowance of provifions as is now given, their fer-

vice to continue to the laft day of December, 1776, fubjedt to be
difcharged at any time by the Continental Congrefs.

Refolved, That if upon trial the number of men before refolved

on cannot be raifed out of the prefent army, then the officers ap-

pointed for the new army recruit their feveral regiments and com-
panies to their full complement, and in cafe the neceffity of the fer-

vice requires it, that the General be empowered to call forth the

minute-men or militia of Maffachufett's-Bay, or the neighbouring

colonies, according to the nature and exigence of the fervice.

Refolvedy That it be recommended to the feveral Legiflatures,

Affemblies, or Conventions of the colonies, to enaft a law or pafs

an ordinance, inflicling the following punifhments upon fuch as

harbour deferters, knowing them to be fuch, viz, a fine upon all

fuch offenders, not lefs than thirty nor more than fifty dollars, and

in cafe of inability to pay the fine, to be puniflied with whipping,

not exceeding thirty-nine lafhes for each offence : alfo that they

impower the commander in chief, or the officer commanding a de-

tachment or any out-poft, to adminifter an oath, and fwear any

perfon or perfons to the truth of any information or intelligence,

or any other matter relative to the public fervice.

Refolved, That any perfon who fhall apprehend a deferter, and

bring him to the regiment to which he belongs, upon certificate

thereof by the colonel or commanding officer of fuch regiment, ihall

be entitled to receive five dollars and all reafonable expences from

the pay-mailer general or deputy pay-mafter, which is to be de-

du6led from the pay of fuch foidier.

Refolvedy That the farther confideration of the report be refer-

red to Monday next.

The Committee appointed to take into confideration the ftate

of South-Carolina, brought in their report, which being read,

Refolved) That for the defence of South-Carolina there be kept

up in that colony, at the Continental cxpence, three battalions

of foot, each battalion to confift, of the fame number of men and

officers
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<3fiicers, and be upon the fame pay, and under the fame regula-

tions as the Continental army.

Refolvedt That for the defence of the colony of-Georgia, there

be one battalion kept up there at the Continental expence, to be
compofed as the battalions of South-Carolina.

Rejolvedy That the faid troops be inlifted to the 31ft day of

December, 1776, fubject however to be discharged fooner if the

Continental Congrefs fhall think proper.

Refolvedy That the Prefident fign blank commiffions, and that

the Conventions or, in their recef3,the Councils of fafety for South-
Carolina and Georgia refpe£lively, fill them up w^ith the names of
fuch officers as they may think proper, and return a lift thereof to

the Congrefs.

Refolved^ That in cafe of a vacancy occafioned by the death or re-

moval of a colonel or inferior officer, the faid Conventions or, in

their recefs,the faid Councils of fafety, appoint anotherperfon to fill

up fuch vacancy, until a commiffion {hall iffue from the Congrefsj

and that they return to the Congrefs, a lift of the names of the

perfon or perfons fo appointed.

Refohed, That the officers on the Continental eftablifhment fhall,

when afting in conjun^lion with officers of equal rank on the

provincial eftablifhment, take command of the latter, and alfo of

the militia ; and the officers of the troops on the provincial efta-

blifhment fnall, when ading in conjunction with officers of the

militia, take command and precedence of the later of equal rank,

notwithftanding prior dates of commiffions.

R^folved, That if the Convention or, in their recefs, the Council

of Safety of South-Carolina ftiall think it expedient forthe fecurity

of that colony to feize or deftroy and fhall feize or deftroy any fhip

or vefTel or war, this Congrefs will approve of fuch proceeding.

Refohedj That the town of Charleftown ought to be defended

againft any attempts that may be made to take poffeffion thereof

by the enemies of America, and that the Convention or Council

of Safety of the colony of South-Carolina ought to purfue fuch

raeafures, as to them fhail feem moft efficacious for that purpofe,

and that they proceed immediately to eretil fuch fortifications and

batteries in or near Charleftown, as will beft conduce to promote its

fecurity, the expence to be paid by the faid colony.

Refohedy That if the Convention of South-Carolina (hall find it

neceffary to eftablifha form of government in that colony, it be re-

commended to that Convention to call a full and free -reprefenta-

tion of the people, and that the faid reprefentatives, if they think

it neceffary, fhall eftablifh fuch a form of government as in their

judgment will produce the happinefs of the people, and moft effec-

tually fecure peace and good order in the colony, during the con-

tinuance of the prefent difpute between Great-Britain and the co-

Ignie^.

Adjourned
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Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, November 6, I775»

The Aflembly of Pennfylvania having appointed new delegates,

the faid delegates produced their credentials, which were read and

approved, and are as follows

:

" In JJfemhly^ Novemher 3, 1775.
Refohedt That the hon. John Morton, fpeaker/ John Dickin-

fon, Robert Morris, Benjamin Franklin, Charles Humphreys,
Edward Biddle, Thomas Willing, Andrew Alien, and James
Wilfon, be, and they are hereby appointed to ferve as repreienta-

tives of this province in the Continental Congrefs.

Extra£lfrom the Minutes

^

Charles Moore, Clerk of AJfe7nbl)\''

Kefohed, That a committee of five be appointed to take into con-

fideration the fundry letters lately received from the Convention

of New-York, and the ftate of that colony, and report what in

their opinion is necelTary to be done.

The members chofen, Mr. R. Livingfton, Mr. Lynch, Mr.
Harrifon, Mr. Allen, and Mr. Ward.
The Congrefs refuming the confideration of the report of the

Committee returned from the camp, and having agreed to fundry

articles therein contained, and com^e to fundry refolutions.

Ordered, That the fecretary digeft in order the refolutions of

the Congrefs, as far as they have gone in the report, and lay the

fame before Congrefs to-morrow.

Refohedy That the further confideration of the report be refer-

red till to-morrow.

Refolved, That a committee be appointed to examine what mo-
ney remains in the Continental treafury unapplied, and to form an

eftimate of the public debts already incurred, and which will be-

come due on the firft day of June next.

That the committee confift of three.

The members chofen, Mr. Nclfon, Mr. Deane, ajid Mr. Cufh-

ing.

The Committee of claims reported that there is due,

To John Forbes for goods and neceffaries delivered to feveral

jiiRe companies, the fum of^ 35 : 11 : 10. equal to 94.9 dollars,

of which fum capt. Cluggage ought to be charged withj^ 6:2: 10,

and capt. Chambers with ^^ 4: 10, the remainder to the Conti-

nent, that this is to be paid per order to Blair M'Clenaghan.

To Jane Allen, the fum of^ 47 : o : 7, and to Vendal Lands
the fum of^ 2:0:0, both fums being 130.7 dollars, and that the

fame be paid per order io Henry Wifner, Efq. and be charged tp

the Continent.

To
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To Judali Harbow/ 7 : 12:4, and to capt. Jackfon / 13:4:6,
for neceflaries furnlfhed feveral riffle companies, and that both fums

be paid per order to Henry Wifner, Efq. and charged to the

Continent, being 52.1 dollars.

To Andrew Graff, for waggonage, the fum of^. 27:2:6, and

to Chriftopher Crawford, for blankets, the fura of^ 6 : 15, both

which fums to be paid per order to George Gralf, and charged to

the Continent, being 90.3 dollars.

To Richard Backhoufe, for waggonage, the fum of^. 51, be-

ing 136 dollars.

To Miles and Wifler, by fundry certificates, ^26:6:4, equal

1070.1 dollars, ofwhich^ 13 : 10. be charged to capt. Rice's

company, and 3/. to capt. Creffop's compan^i,, the remainder to

the Continent.

To Frederic Leinbach, by fundry certificates, / 58 : 11 : c»

equal to 156.2 dollars, of which / 4 : 13 : 6, to be charged to

capt. Price, £ 3 : 15, to capt. Stevenfon, / 6 : 15 : i, to com-
miifary Biddlc, until it appears to be otherwife accounted for, and
the remainder to the Continent, to be paid per order, to George
Schl offer.

To John Murrow, for goods delivered to captain Stevenfon^

/ 7 1 : 18 : 10, to be paid, per order, to George Davis, and charg-

ed' to faid Stevenfon, being 191.8 dollars.

To Robert Erwin, for waggonage, £. 169:9:3, equal to

451.9 dollars.

To Timothy Matlack, money by him pafd to Jofeph Brown, an
exprefs to Cambridge,^ ^7 * 4 = i» equal to 45.9 dollars.

To Jafper Stimes and Abraham Storm, for provifions and carri-

age furnifhed by them to the riffle companies^ 14 : 9 : 2. New-
York currency, 36.1 dollars, to be paid, per order, to John Al-
fop, Efq.

Orderedi That the above fums be paid.

Application being made in behalf of the colony of North-Caro-
lina, for the fum of 3750 dollars, in part of the expence incurred
for raifing and equipping a thoufand men for the fupport of the
Affociation, and the fafety of that colony, agreeable to therefolve

of the Congrefs.

Ordered, That the fame be paid to William Hooper, Jofeph
Hewes, and John Penn, Efqrs. and charged to the colony of
North-Carolina, by which the fajne is to be accounted for.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed, and
the order of the day renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, November 7, 1775.

A letter from gen. Wafhington, No. 11, was read.

The fecretary having digefted in order the refolutions paffed by
Conq-refs
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Congrefs produced the fame, which being read, were approved as

follows

:

Refolved, That Dr. Church be clofe confined in fome fecure goal

JH the colony of Connefticut, without the ufe of pen, ink, and
paper, and that no perfon be allowed to converfe with him, except

in the prefence and hearing of a magiftrate of the town, or the

fheriff of the county where he fhall be confined, and in the Englifh

language, until farther orders from this or a future Congrefs.

Refohed^ That the following additions and alterations or a-

mendments be made in the rules and regulations of the Continental

army.

[_ For thefe rules and regulations, fee page 139, Sec. in the Notes. ^
Refolvedj That three new members be added to the Committee

for importing arms, ammunition, 6*^. and that any five of them
be a quorum.

The members chofen, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Bartlett, and Mr. Bul-

lock.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the recommendation for

field officers of the New-Jerfey battalions.

Refolvedy That the Congrefs will proceed by ballot to the eledli-

on of the faid field officers.

, The ballots being taken and examined.

Lord Sterling was ele£led colonel of the firft of the two battti-

lions.

William Wind, Efq. lieutenant-colonel of ditto.

William De Hart, Efq. major of ditto.

William Maxwell, Efq. colonel of the fecond of ditto.

. Ifrael Shrieve, Efq. lieutenant colonel of ditto.

. David Rhea^ Efq. major of ditto.

,Mr. Dickinfon delivered a verbal melTage from the Afiembly of

Pennfylvania, refpefting the refolve fent to them by Mr, M'Kean,

and Mr. Deane, defiring to know on what evidence the Congrefs

ground the apprehenfion therein expreifed, of hoftilities commen-

cing, at or near Wyoming, between the inhabitants of the colony

•f Pennfylvania and thofe of ConneAicut.

Ordered) That,the fame be referred till to-morrow.

The Committee appointed to take into confideration the letters

from the Convention of New-York, and the Ilate of that colony,

brought in their report.

Orderedy That the fame be referred till to^rmoxr^ow^

The order of the day being renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow*

Wednesday, Novemher^, I775»

On Motion Refolvedy That the fecret Committee * appointed to

contrail
* In Congrefs y September 18, 1 7 75.

Rejolvedt That a fecret Committee be appointed to contraft for the importa-

tiou
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contrail for the importation of arms, ammunition he. be impow-

ered to export to the foreign Weft- Indies, on account and rifque

of the Continent, as much provifion, or any other produce, (ex-

cept horned cattle, fheep, hogs, and poultry) as they may deem ne-

cefTary for the importation of arms, ammunition, fulphur, and

falt-petre.

Refolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to confer

with Mr. Kirkland.

The numbers chofen Mr. Cufliing, Mr. Wythe, and Mr. Ward.
The Committee of claims reported, that there is due.

To Alexander Klinger, for provifions furnifhed to capt. Hend-
rick's company ^. 9 : 10, and to Refine Mourer, for ferriage 9/2,

the whole to be paid per order to Henry Chrift, being 26.5 dollars.

To George Kungle, for provifions furniflied to captain Rofs's

company, £. 4 : 16 : 10, =175 dollars.

To Henry Valentine, for tranfcrlbing writings for the Congrefs^

^3: 18, 21:10.4 dollars.

To Samuel Bear, for provifions furniflied to feveral companies,

^ 27 : 15 : 7, to be paid per order toThomas Conipton,rz74clollars.

To fundries, per certificates and accounts forwarded by Lewis

Ogden, for neceffarles furnifhed capt. Rofs's company, and for a

guard over a powder waggon,^ 42 : o : 2 New-York currency, to

be paid, per order, to George Kennedy, being 105 dollars.

To Henry Dearing, for necelTaries furnifhed to capt. Rofs's com-
pany, /. 6 : 17, to be paid per order to John Biddie junior, being

18.3 dollars.

To John Jones, for ferriage and provifions for capt. Rofs's com-

pany, £. 2, '=11^''^ dollars.

Mathias Slough per certificates, for provifions furnifhed feveral

riffle companies,^, 22:3:2, ~59.i dollars.

To fundries per certificates, for provifions furnifhed capt. Rofs's

company, ^23 : 15 : 5, New-York currency, to be paid per or-

der to being 59.4. dollars.

Ordered, That the above be paid.

The

tion and delivery of any quantity of gunpowder, not exceeding five hundred
tons.

That in cafe fuch a quantity of gunpowder cannot be procured, to contra(3^

for the importation of lb much faltpetre with a proportionable quantity of ful-

phur, as with the powder procured will make five hundred tons.

That the laid Commitcee be impowered to contraft for the importation of

forty brafs field pieces, fix pounders, for ic.ooo (land ofarms, and ao.ooo good
plain double bridle mufket locks.

That the laid Committee be impowered to draw on the treafurers to anfvver

the <aid contraOs.

That the faid Committee connft of nine members, any five of whom to be a

quorum.
The members chofen, Mr. Willing, Mr. Franklin, Mr. Livingfton, Mr. Al-

fop, Mr. Deane, Mr. Dickinfn, Mr. Langdcn, Mr. M'ls.eai) and Mr. Wafd,
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The Congrefs taking into confideration the report of the Com-
Tnltte'e on the New-York letter, <^c.

Refolved^ That a commander with the rank of a colonel be ap-

j?ointed to take the command of the fortifications or fortrelTes on

Hudfon's river in the highlands.

Refohedi That it be recommended to the Convention of New-
York, to impower the faid commander to call together and com-
mand two hundred men of the militia of Du chefs, Orange, and

Uliler counties, and one company of artillery from the city of

New-York, who {hall be flationed in the highlands until relieved

by the company of artillery, direfted by this Congrefs to be raif-

ed in the city of New-York, and fuch other continental troops as

may hereafter be directed to take pofleffion of the fame.

Refohed^ That the minute men or militia, while on fervice, be

maintained and paid at the fame rate, as the reft of the continental

forces.

Refohedy That a number of the militia of the counties of Duch-
efs. Orange, and Ulfter, be formed into independant companies,

under the direftion of the commander of the faid fortreffes, and in

cafe of alarm, be directed to repair to the feveral Rations In the

highlands, which, in order to prevent coilfufion, fhould be im-

mediately affigned them.

Refohedy That the troops, which fhall at any time hereafter b'e

direfted to garrlfon the fortreffes in the highlands, be put under

the diredllon of the commander of the fortreffes, except when
headed by a general officer.

Refohedy That the deputy-commiflary general be dire^ed to

provide fufficient provifion for one thoufand men for one month,

and keep that quantity in ftock.

Refohedy That the powder fent from this place to gen^^-ral

Schuyler be remanded, if it can be any way fpared, and left at the

fortreffes in the highlands.

Refohedy That the Committee of Safety of Pennfylvaniabe re-

quefted to furnifh the colony of New-York with 500 lb. of pow-

der, and forward the fame immediately to Dobb's ferry ; that the

Convention of New-York give order to receive it there, and fend

it as foon as poflible to the fortreffes in the highlands.

Refohedy That it be recommended to the Convention of New-
York, if they have not already fent forward a fufficient number of

cannon for the defence of the fortreffes erefting in the highlands,

that they immediately fend forward to thofe fortreffes fo many of

the cannon at King's bridge of the belt quality and largeft bore,

as they may think neceffary for that purpofe.

Refohedy That the bills of fale, for the veffels ordered to be

purchafed, be made to the continental treafurers, or thofe who
fhall fuccced them in that office, in truft neverthelefs for the ufe of

the continent, or their reprefentatives, in Congrefs met.

Refohed,
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Refohed, That the appointment of a commander of the fortref-

fes on Hudfon's river be deferred till to-morrow.

Mr. Dyer having on account of indifpofitlon, defired to be ex-

cufed from going to the northward, the Congrefs proceeded to

the eledion of another in his flead, and Mr. R. Livingfton was

chofen.

The Committee appointed to prepare a draught of inftrudllons,

reported the fame, which being read, and debated by paragraphs,

were agreed to as follows :

Instructions to R. R. Livingston, Robert Treat
Paine, and J. Langdon, Efquires.

" Gentlemen^

*« The Congrefs expe£l that you repair with as much difpatch,

a'S the neceflary preparations for your journey will admit, to Ti-

conderoga, in order to confult with general Schuyler what num-
ber of forces will be neceffary in Canada, and of the befl and

moft efficacious method for procuring or continuing fuch forces in

the northern department during the enfuing winter, of engaging

the inhabitants of the colony of Canada to accede to the affocla-

tion of the united colonies, and of proteding them for the future

again ft their and our enemies.

" If, upon fuch a conference. It fhall be judged neceflary,

you are authorized to direct Mr. Livingfton, the deputy commlf-

fary general, to furnlfti the neceflary provlfions for an army of

three thoufand men for fix months.
" You are alfo authorifed to offer two months pay as a bounty

to fuch officers and foldiers as ftiall re-Inllft to be paid upon their

taking the. fortrefs at St. Johns and Montreal, and you are to

make ufe of every argument, to induce them to re-inllft, or at

leaft to ftay until they can be relieved, and to aflure them, that

the Congrefs have taken care to fupply them with proper

cloathlng.
" You are to direft the fortrefles at Ticonderoga and Crown-

Point to be put into fuch a pofture of defence, as the ftate of our

affairs may require.

" You are to advlfe the General to purchafe of fuch officers and

foldiers, who have arms and are fick, their arms for the ufe of

thofe, who have none, or bad ones and are well.

" Ammunition it is hoped fmce the late capture will not be

wanting, if it fliould, Congrefs will fend the firft that ftiall arrive-

" If there ffiould be occafion of reinforcements, you are em-

powered, in concert with General Schuyler, to raiCe any number
that can be procured In Canada, New-York, or any of the New-
England governments, in order to poflefs themfelves of Montreal

and Quebec.

H h « The
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*' The Congrefs delire you, to exert your utmoft endeavours

to induce the Canadians to accede to a union with thefe colonies,

and that they form from their feveral parifhes a provincial Con-

vention, and fend delegates to this Congrefs. And as in the pre-

fent unfettled ftate of that country a regular eledtion can hardly

be expefted, the Congrefs will acquiefce in the choice of fuch

pariihes and diftrids, as are willing to join us.

" You may, and are hereby empowered to aflure them, that

we fhall hold their rights as dear as our own, and on their union

with us, exert our utmoft endeavours to obtain for them and their

pofterity the bleffings of a free government and that fecurity to

their perfons and property, which is derived from the Britifh

conftitution.

" And you may, and are hereby empowered further to declare,

that we hold facred the rights of confcience, and fhall never mo-

left them in the free enjoyment of their religion.

" In cafe General Schuyler has not yet raifed the regiment re-

commended to him to be raifed in Canada, or in cafe he cannot

proceed to Canada, you are to ufe all the means in your power tP

perfe^l the raifing of a regiment of Canadians, to join the conti-

nental forces, and you are, for that purpofe, to take with yo4

blank commifnons, which, taking the advice of the general offi-

cers in that department, you are to fill up with the names of fuch

perfons, as have the moft merit and beft qualifications for the fer-

vice.

" Congrefs dire6l you to acquaint General Schuyler, that they

approve of his appointment of captain Dimon, to be a Brigade

Major, and have ordered him a commiffion accordingly.

" The Congrefs moreover are defirous that you fhould take an

accurate view of the ftate of our fortifications upon Hudfon's river,

and make a report of it as foon as it can conveniently be done.

*< If the circumftances of the army ftionld be fuch, that a ton

of powder may be fpared, you are to dire(ft that quantity to be

fent to Nevz-York, and all fuch cannon and military ftores as ftiall

not be wanted in Canada, or in the fortifications on the lakes to

be fent to Albany, there to remain until the Congrefs give farther

direilions concerning them, and for this purpofe you are herewith

furnifhed with a lift of the ordnance and military ftores, which

were at thofe places when taken.

*« You are to inform the general that the pay of fome of the of-

ficers is raifed, and to take with you from the minutes, the addi-

tional eftabliftiment.

" You are to dire6l all fuch officers and foldiers as ftiall re-inlift

to be paid all arrears that may be due to them according to the

rolls to be fent by governor Trumbull, who in the mean time will

be requefted by Congrefs to fend the rolls to the general afeertain-

ins: how lonor the men have been in fervice.^ ^
" The
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« The difpofition of the prifoners is approved of by the Con-
grefs, but the officers are not to be permitted to refide in or

near any fea-port.

*' You are authorifed to afliire major Brown and major Living-

fton, that Congrefs have a jull fenfe of their important fervices,

and will take the ^rft proper opportunity to reward them.
" You are alfo to acquaint the general, that general Montgo-

mery's requeil; as to the pay of the company of artillery by him
appointed is complied with^

" A committee will be appointed to procure as much hard mo-
ney as will be necefFary to be tranfmitted to the deputy pay maf-

ter general in the northern army, to be ufed in Canada.

Refolved^ That the committee appointed to make an eftimate

&c. be authorifed to contra(ft for the making proper paper for a

future emiffion of paper bills of credit.

Refohcd, That the preiident draw an order on the treafurers for

the fum of 3000 dollars, in favour of the committee of fafety of

Pennfylvania, agreeable to the requeft of the honourable the af-

fembly, towards the expence of the battalion ordered to be raifed

in faid colony. n

Refolved, That all letters to and from the delegates of the Unit-

ed Colonies, during the feffions of Congrefs, pafs and be carried

fjfee of poftagCj the members having engaged upon honour not to

frank or enclofe any letters but their own,
Orderedy That this be publifhed.

Refohedy That an order be drawn on the treafurers for the fum
of 20,000 dollars in favour of Francis Lewis and Roger Sherman,

Efqrs. to enable them to pay for the cloathing they were ordered

to purchafe.

The matters to this day referred being poil-poned, and the or-

der of the day renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, November 9^ 1775.

A letter from the agents refpeding the delivery of the petition

^nd the reception it met with, was read.

Ordered, That the fecretary pnblifh the fubftance of faid letter.

Refohedy That the appointment of a commander of the fortref-

fes on Hudfon's river be poftponed to Wednefday next, and that

captain John Hanfon take and keep the command of the faid for-

treffes and the troops there, until the Congrefs fhall appoint a

commander.
On application made by the delegates cf Georgia,

Refolvedy That the president draw an order on the treafurers in

favour of the delegates of that colony, for the fum of 5C00 dollars,

towards
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towards the expence of the battalion ordered to be raifed there, the

faid colony to account for the fame.

The committee to whom was referred the petition from fome in-

habitants of No ^a- Scotia, brought in their report, and the fame

being taken into confideration and debated, was poftponed till to-

morrow.
The order of the day renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, November lo, 1775.

"Refolvedy That an order be drawn on the treafurers for looo
dollars in favour of Mr. R. Livingfton, Mr. Paine, and Mr. Lang-
don, the committee appointed to repair to the northward.

Rejolvedy That the goods bought for the northern army be fent

by land to Dobb's ferry, and that the Prefidcnt write to the Con-

vention of New-York, and defire them to have a veffel ready to

take in the faid goods, and tranfport them immediately to Albany.

Refohedj That the medicines purchafed in this city for the army
at Cambridge, be fent thither by land.

Refolvedi That the Prefident give written orders to Dr. Morgan
to call upon Mr. Sears, and defire him to deliver what medicines

he has under his care, or can procure, that they may be forward-

ed to the camp at Cambridge, for the ufe of the army.

Refohedi That a committee be appointed to enquire into the

flate of the colony of Virginia, to confider whether any, and what

provifions may be neceflary for its defence, and to report the fame

to Congrefs.

That the committee confift of five.

The members chofen, Mr. S. Adams, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Wilfon,

Mr. Ward, and Mr. Johnfon.

Refohedy That all letters to and from the commander in chief

of the Continental army, or the chief commander in the army ia

the northern departnient, pafs and be carried free of poftage.

Refohedy That the commander of the New-Jerfey battalions be

directed to march fix companies of faid battalions, as foon as they

are compleated, to garrifon the fort on iiudfon's river in the high-

lands, in the colony of New-York.

Refolvedy That the Prefident write to governor Cooke, and re-

queft him to fend to the Committee of fafety of New-York, one

ton of powder for the defence of that city and colony.

Refolvedy^\i-aX there be paid to John Wendall, the exprefs from

Albany, who has been detained twelve days by order of Congrefs,

the fum of 16 dollars for the time he has been detained.

Refolvedi That an order be drawn on the treafurers in favour of

the
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the delegates of New-Jerfey, for 5000 dollars towards the cxpencc

of the battalions ordered to be raifed in that colony.

Ordered^ That the delegates of Pennfylvania call on the gentle-

men appointed to fign the Cdtitinental bills, and requeft them with

all poffible expedition to compleat that bufinefs.

The committee appointed to confider farther ways and jneans

ofpromoting the manufacture of falt-petre, brought in their report,

which was read in thefe words

:

It appears to your committee, that flcilful perfons fent to Vir-

ginia, and employed there in a public falt-petre work, under the

infpefkion of gentlemen who will fuperintend it, may with fuffici^

cut afliftance produce a conliderable quantity of that article ; and

that a further fupply of it may be procured from the other colo-

nies, if the AfTemblies, Conventions, and Councils of fafety will

appoint proper perfons in their refpe<5tive colonies, whofe bufinefs

it fhali be to employ and fet to work fuch and fo many of their

countrymen as they (hall judge fit, to colle<ft earth from which ni^

trous fait may be extrafted, and to manufacture it into falt-petre.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the faid report,

Refolved, That Richard Bland, Peter Poythrefs, John Bannifter,

John Buffin, Archibald Cary, Benjamin Watkins, John Tabb,
Richard Adams, Richard Randolph, and Theodorick Bland, the

younger, Efqrs. or any five or more of them, be defired and em-
powered to agree with the proprietors of the public ware-houfes,

and of other places impregnated with nitre, in the counties of

Prince-George, Dinwiddie, Chefterfield, and Henrico ; Carter

Braxton, John Syme, Burwell BafTet, Bartholomew Dandridge,

William Aylett, George Brook, George Lyne, and George Webb,
Efqrs. or any five or more of them, with fuch proprietors in the

counties of Hanover, New-Kent, King William, and King and

Queen ; Edmund Pendleton, James Taylor, George Stubblefield,

Mann Page, the younger, Jofeph Jones, William Fitzhugh, of

Sommerfet, and Fielding Lewis, Efqrs. or any four or more of

them, with fuch proprietors in the counties of Caroline, Spotfyl-

vania, and King George ; and Charles Carter of Stafford, Thomas
Ludwell Lee, Henry Lee, Thomas Blackburn, Charles Broad-
water, and George Mafon, Efqrs. or any three or more of them,
with fuch proprietors in the county of Stafford, Prince William,

and Fairfax, in the colony of Virginia, to purchafe for the ufe of
the United Colonies all the falt-petre which may within twelve ca-

lendar months be produced from the floors and yards of the ware-
houfes and other places, under the management of fuch perfons as

the Congrefs fhall appoint for that purpofe, and to pay to the
owners of the foil, if they will manufadtiire it at their own expence,
after the rate of two fifths of a dollar for every pound weight, aver-

dupois, of clean, pure, and neat falt-petre, delivered to the gen-
tlemen above named, for the ufe of the Unite<;l Colonies, and to

hire
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hire labourers, and provide the neceffary apparatus, to be employ-

ed under the diredion ofthe faid managers, in the foil of fuch per-

fons as fhall not chufe to adventure in the bufinefs themfelves, pay-

ing to the owners, if they require fatisfadion, what they fhall be

willing to take, fo that it do not exceed one forty-fifth part of a

dollar for every pound weight, averdupois, of falt-petre of the like

quality, in both which cafes the Congrefs will make good the con-

tra6ls, and will pay all fuch expences as (hall be incurred by the

gentlemen defired to fuperintend the operation ; on whofe zeal, in-

fluence, and abilities, to procure, with all convenient expedition,

a large quantity of this article fo neceffary for the defence of their

country, and thereby render It a very important fervice, and by
their example and activity to forward and encourage this uffeful

work, the Congrefs rely with confidence.

Refihedt That it be recommended to the Aflemblies, Conven-

tions, and Committees of fafety, of the thirteen United Colonies,

to appoint certain perfons within each of the faid colonies, whofe

bufinefs It Ihall be to employ and fet to work fo many perfons as

they may think proper, both to work up fuch earth as is now fit

for making falt-petre, and to colledl: together and place in beds or

walls under fheds, all fuch earth and compofitlon of materials as

are fultable to produce falt-petre, after being duly expofed to the

air, in order to encreafe the produce of It, and that the delegates

of the refpeftlve colonies be direfted to fend this refolutlon, toge-

ther with the refolutlon of laft feffions refpe<Mng falt-petre, to their

refpeftive colonies, and caufe them to be printed and made public

there.

Refohedy That two battalions of marines be ralfed, confifting of

^ ''-'

v^ one colonel, two lieutenant-colonels, two majors, and other officers

as ufual in other regiments ; that they confill of an equal number

of privates with other battalions ; that particular care be taken,

that no perfons be appointed to offices, or inlifted into faid batta-

lions, but fuch as are good feamen, or fo acquainted with maritime

affairs as to be able to ferve to advantage by fea when required

:

that they be inllfled and commiffioned to ferve for and during the

prefent war between Great-Britain and the colonies, unlefs difmif-

ed by order of Congrefs ; that they be diflingulfhed by the names

of the firft and fecond battalions of American marines, and that

they be confidered as part of the number which the Continental

army before Boflon Is ordered to confifl of.

Ordered, That a copy of the above be trarifmitted to the general.

The order of the day being renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, November ii, 1775-

Rejolved, That It be recommended to fuch proprietors of tobac-

co wve-houfes, and tobacco houfes in Virginia and Maryland, as

cajnnpt
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cannot fpeedlly have the earth of the floors of their houfes worked

for falt-petre, that they caufe thofe floors to be foon dug up and

left fine, loofe, and h'ght, at leaft fix inches deep, fuffering the to-

bacco flialks and trafhy leaves to be fpread thereon, and leaving the

^oors open, efpecially in dry weather, as often as convenience will

permit, whereby the foil will be much the more impregnated with

nitrous particles, the manufacture of falt-petre facilitated, and the

quantity thereof greatly increafed.

Two petitions, one from Charles Wharton, the other from James

X-oughead, each praying to be appointed commiffary to the batta-

lions raifing in this colony, were read.

Ordered to lie on the table. "

Refohed, That a committee of three be appointed to contraA

with fuch perfon or perfons as will undertake at the cheapeil rate,

to fupply fuch Continental troops as are or may be in the barracks

at Philadelphia, during their ftay there, with the rations allowed

by this Congrefs.

The members chofen, Mr. Lynch ^ Mr. Leivis, and Mr. ^//e^,

Rejo/vedy That the recruiting officers in Pennfylvania fend the

recruits they may inliil as foon as raifed, to the barracks in Phila-

delphia.

A letter from Volkerck P. Douw, Efq. dated 6th inil. was read.

Refoivedf That a committee be appointed to take into confidera*

tion the foregoing letter, and the minutes of the treaty held with
the Indians at Albany, by the Indian commifiioners of the north*

cm department, and report thereon.

That the committee confift of five.

The members chofen, Mr. JVythey Mr. Franklin^ Mr. Sherman^
Mr. Duane, and Mr. Cujhing.

Rejolvedi That the committee appointed to proceed to Ticonde-
roga and Canada, be dircAed to confer with the generals command-
ing in that department, on the propriety of fending the whole or
any part of the army under their command, with proper artillery

and ammunition, to Quebec, in order to fecond colonel Arnold's
expedition, or to renew the attempt, fl^iould his have failed, and
to give directions accordingly.

Refolvedy That the fortifications of Quebec, in cafe it comes into

our hands, be repaired, and furnifhed vvith fuch provifions, arms,
ammunition, and artillery, as may be neceflary for its fecurity.

Refolyed, That in cafe afty one of the foregoing committee be dif-

abled or prevented from proceeding, the other two have full power
to proceed and tranfaCl the bufinefs intnifted to them.
The committee appointed to confer with Mr. Kirkland, brought

in their report, whereupon,
Rejhlvedy That 1 13 dollars be paid to the rev. Samuel Kirkland,

for his paft fervices, out of the Continental treafury

.

Refohedf That for the propagation of the gofpel amongd the

Indians,
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Indians, and conciliating their afFe6lions to the United Colonies,

and thereby preferving their friendfhip and neutrality, Mr. Kirk-

land be continued in his million amongll them, and that for thofe

important purpofes he be allowed and paid out of the Continental

treafury, for the fupport of himfelf and family the enfuing year»

fixty-five pounds fterling, or 2 8 8i. dollars, and that fixty pounds

flerling, or 266| dollars be advanced to him, to be by him dif-

pofed of in fuch manner as may beft promote the happinefs of the

Indians, and attach them to thefe colonies.

Refolved^ That the farther confideration of the report be poU-

poned until the committee to whom Mr. Douw's letter, and the

minutes of the late treaty are referred, fhall have made their report.

Refohedy That 3000 tin cartouch boxes be made and fent to

the camp, or if tin fufficient to make them can be procured, that

it be fent.

Ordered, That the delegates of Pennfylvania execute this.

Refched, That the falt-petre committee be empowered to enter

into a contrail with the perfons who offer to go to Virginia on this

.bufioefs.

Refolved, That 500,000 dollars be fent to the pay mailer general,

for the ufe of the army in MalTachufets-Bay.

That 50,000 dollars be fent to the Convention of New-York, to

be accounted for by faid Convention.

Ordered, That the delegates ofPennfylvania be a Committee, to

count and forward the faid fums under a guard.

Refolved, That the guard do not exceed three or two of the light

horfe, and a fervant.

Two petitions, one from Murray Sanfom and otiiers, and the o-

ther from Jafper Grilling, were read.

Refolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to take into

confideration the foregoing petitions, and report thereon to Con-

grefs.

The members chofen, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Lee, and Mr.Johnfon.

The order of the day being renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday. November 13, I775'

A letter from gen. Wafhington", with fundry papers enclofedr

was read.

Ordered, That the rules and regulations of the army be repub-

llfned, with the additions and alterations lately made.

Refolvedy That a Committee of three be appointed to'prepare a

declaration in anfwer to fundry illegal minillerial proclamations that

have lately appeared in America.

The members chofen, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Wilfon, and Mr.

W. Livingfton.
Refolvedy.
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Re/olved, That Thurfday the 23d inft. be alligned for eledling

a brigadier general.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed, and
the order of the day renewed, adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow

^^

and from thence to ten o'clock on Wednefday.

Wednesday, November 15, 1775.

An exprefs having arrived with an account of the furrender of fort

St John's, the letters from gen. Schuyler and gen. Montgomery,
were read.

Refolvedf That an order for 542 dollars be drawn on the treafur-

crs, in favour of capt. Thomas Price, on account of his riffle com-
pany, he to be accountable for the fame.

The Committee to whom the petitions from Jafper Griffing and
Murray, Sanfom and company and others, were referred, brought
in their report, which was read and agreed to as follows:

Your Committee on the memorial of Jafper Grifiing are of opi-

Tilon, that the examination of the fa6ls, fct forth in that memorial,

ought to be referred to the committee of obfervation for Guilford,

and that the fame being fufficiently proved, the fchooner Betfey

mentioned in faid memorial ought to be permitted to proceed on her

voyage with the cargo purchafed and provided for her before the

lOth day of September laft, the mailer and owner of the vefTel pre-

vioufly making oath, that they will ufe their bed and utmoft en-

deavours, that the faid cargo (hall be landed in fome foreign port.

On the memorial of Murray, Sanfom and company, Jacob Wat-
fon, and Frederick Rhiuelander, of the city of New-York, your

Committee having examined as far ,as they could into the conduft

of the parties concerned, find no ground to fufpect that the owners

of the cargo Intended it fhould be landed or difpofed of in any o-

ther manner than fet forth In the faid memorial, but your Commit-

tee think there is juft ground to fufpetl, that V^^illiam Barrori, the

mailer ofthe fhip Peggy would not be very folicitous to prevent the

car?o, which might be ufeful to the minifterial army, from falling

into the poffeffion of the men of war, he having been before taken

in the fame fhip, in Rhode Ifland, with a cargo from Chefeapeak-

Bay, for JEurope, nor can your Committee approve the condu6l of

the owner of the fhip who continued the captain afterwards.

Your Committee are therefore of opinion that another mailer

ought to be appointed to the faid (hip.who fhall be approved by the

Committee of Norwich, and that the time of her failing, as well as

her tracl be appointed by that Committee and the mailer fworn to

ufe his bed endeavours to prevent the faid (liip falling into the pof-

feffion of any man of war or cutter, and to purfue as far as he can

the orders of the faid Committee In' navigating the faid fhip, on

which terms your Committee are of opinion the faid fhip ought to

be permitted to proceed with her cargo.

I i

~ A propofal
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A propofal from Nathaniel Sackett, for making a quantity of

falt-petre being received and read,

Ordered, That the fame-be referred to the falt-pctrc Committee.

The order of the day being renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, Novemler 16. 1775.

Refohed, That two fmall fwift failing veffels be provided for pack-

ets, to be under the dire£lion of Congrefs.

Ordered, That Mr. Morri* be appointed to provide faid veffels,

and that he be diredled to get one ready to fail as foon as poflible,

and the other in a month hence.

Refohedj That a Committee of three be appointed to devlfe

ways and means of employing thefe veffels to the bed advantage.

The members chofen, Mr. Lynch, Mr. R. Morris, and Dr.

Franklin.

The Affembly of Pennfylvania having by a refolution of their

houfe recommended three gentlemen for field officers to the batta-

lion raifing in faid colony, the fame together with applications from

fundries, to be appointed adjutant and quarter mafier to faid bata-

lion, were read.

Sundry papers from the General Affembly of the colony of Maf-

fachuffett's-Bay, being laid before Congrefs and read.

Refohed, That thefe be referred to a Committee of feven.

The members chofen, Mr. Johnfon, Mr. Sherman, Mr. W. Li-

vlno-fton, Mr. Wardj, Mr. Jefferfon, Mr. Hooper, and Mr. Harrifon.

Refolved, That the Committee appointed on the i ith inft. to con-

tra6t for fupplying the troops in the barracks in Philadelphia, be

cmpov/ered to contraft for fupplying the fame wherever fent, for

twelve calendar months, provided they are fo long continued in the

continental fervice, to commence next Monday.

The Committee of claims reported that there is due to Henry
Rankin, for provifions to capt. Rofs's company, 161.9 dollars.

To John Hider, for carrying powder to Trenton, 10.6 dollars.

This to be paid per order to Jofeph Jewell.

To Francis Lee, for horfe-hire for expreffes, 20 dollars.

ToJohn Litt]e,for entertainment of fundry expreffes, 16.8 dollars.

Ordered, That the fame be paid.

The faid Committee alfo reported an account of major Coates

and capt. Copperthwaite, which being read.

Ordered, That the fame lie on the table for the perufal of the

members.

Refolved, That the delegates write to their colleagues, who are

abfent, and inform them that the Congrefs exped their immediate

attendance.

Refolved, That for the future no member abfent himfelf from

Congrefs without leave of Congrefs.

Refolved

y
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Refolved, That it be a rule of this Congrefs, that every member
remain in his feat whilft any paper is reading or queflion putting.

The order of the dav beings renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, Noveynher 17, 1775.

A letter from gen. Waihington, enclofing a letter and journal

of colonel Arnold, and fundry papers being received, the fame were

read, whereupon,

Rsfolvedy That a Committee of feven be appointed, to take into

'confideration To much of the general's letter as relates to the difpofal

of fuch vefTels and cargoes belonging to the enemy, as fh all fall into

the hands of, orbe taken by the inhabitants of the United Colonies.

The members chofen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. E. Rutledge, Mr. J.

Adams, Mr. W. Livingflon, Dr. Franklin, Mr. Wilfon, and Mr.
Johnfon.

Refohedy That the prifoners taken at Chambly and St. John's be
fent to, and kept in the towns of Reading, Lancailer, and York,
in the colony of Pennfylvania.

That the Committee appointed the i ithinft. to contrafh for fup-

plyino" the battalion raifed in Pennfylvania, be empowered to diftri-

bute the faid prifoners in the towns aforefaid, and contra<ft.for their

iupport or fubiiftance.

Thv't the rations of the privates be the fame as are allowed the

piiv3tes in the continental army.

T:iat orders iffue to the officer who has the charge of conducting

the pni>nersto march them by the neareft road to Reading, in the

coiuny of Pcunlylvania, and that the deputy commilTary-general be

direited to fupply them with provifions for their march, agreeable

to the rations fupplied the continental army.

That the faid commiffary be directed, if the prifoners agree to

it, to fend the women, children and baggage by water to Amboy,
from thence to be fent acrofs to Bordentown, and from thence b-y

water to Philadelphia, from which laft place they will be fent to

join the garrifon in the towns allotted to them, this being judged

the fafeft cheapeft, and moft commodious way of conveying them.

Whereas it is become neceffary to appoint a colonel of the regi-

ment of artillery, in the room of colonel Gridley, on account of his

advanced age.

Refohed, That this Congrefs will indemnify colonel Gridley for

any lofs of half pay, which he may fuftain in confequence of his ha-

ying been in the fervice of the United Colonies.

The Congrefs then proceeded to the choice of a colonel of the

regiment of artillery, and
Henry Knox. Efq; was unanimoufly elefted.

Refohedy That the commiffioned officers taken in the fort? of

'Chambly and St John's be put upon their parple of honour, that they

Will
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"will not go into or near any feaport town, nor farther than {ix mile^

diftant from the refpe6live places of their refidence without leave of

the Continental Congrefs, and that they will carry on no political

correfpondence whatever, on the fubjecl of the difpute between

Great-Britain and the colonies, fo long as they remain prifoners.

V/hereas the officers taken at fort Chambly have been permitted

by gen. Schuyler, to make choice of. and to refide in Trenton, in

New-Jerfey, and the difpofition of the prifoners by him made, has

been approved by Congrefs.

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing refolution be fent to the

Committee of Trenton, and that the faid Committee be deiired to

get the fame figned by the officers there.

Refohed, That the officers taken at St. John's be fent to Wind-

ham and Lebanon, in the colony of Conne6licut, provided gen.

Schuyler has not given his word for another difpofition of them.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed, and

the order of the day renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, Noveinher 20, i']']^*

Sundry letters from gen. Wafhington and governor Trumbull

with papers enclofed, among which were intercepted letters from

Cork, were read.

Two petitions one from Godfred Fehr, the other from Melchior

Neff, were prefented to Congrefs and read.

Capt. John Haiibert, who was fent by gen. Schuyler to conduct

the officers, who were taken prifoners at Fort Chambly, to Tren-

ton, attended and made report of his proceedings.

Refohedy That the fum of 16669.I dollars, be put into the hands

of Mr. Thomas Lowry, of New-Jerfey, for the purpofe of furnilh-

ingthe two battalions, raifed in faid colony, with the articles allow-

ed them, in lieu of bounty,and for one month's pay of faid battalions^

he to give fecurity for^the difpofal of faid money, and to render ac-

count to Congrefs,

Ordered, That Mr. R.Morris confer with Mr.Lowry, and receive

propofalswith regard to the recompence he will expeft for this fervice.

Refohed, That the Committee appointed to contra6l for fupply-

jng the battalions raifed in Pennfylvania, be empowered to advertifc

and receive proposals and contraft forfupplying the above two bat-

talions with the rations allowed them.

The Congrefs then proceeded to the choice of an adjutant for

the battalion, under the command of colonel lord Sterling, raifed in

the eaftern divifion of New-Jerfey, and Alexander Clough, was

€le(?ted.

Refohed, That general Schuyler be dire£led to make farther

fearch in the places where the lead was found at Crown-point and

Ticondcroga, and that he fend as much lead as can be fpared to

the camp at Cambridge.
Refolvedi
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Refolved, That the fecret Committee be impowered to contra£t

for the Importation of an hundred tons of lead.

Refolved, That the intercepted letters be referred to the com-

mittee of feven, appointed the 17th inft. in order to feled fuch

parts of them as it may be proper to publlfh, and that they lay the

€xtra6i:s before Congrefs.

The orders of the day being renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

T u E s^DA Y, Novei7iber 21,1775,

.Mr. Morris, who was appointed to confer with Mr. Lowry,
having made his report; and the fame being conlidered.

Refohed^ That Mr. Lowry be allowed one and a quarter per

cent, in full of all charges, for the money palling through his hands.

The Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole,

to take into confideration the petitions from Bermuda to them re-

ferred, and after fome time fpent therein, the Preildent refumed

the chair, and Mr. Ward reported, that the committee had taken

into confideration the petitions to them referred, and had come to

certain refolutions thereon, which he read in his place, and then

delivered in.

The report of the committee being again read,

Ordered^ That the fame be confidered to-morrow.

The orders of the day being renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow,

Wednesday, Novefnher .22 y I775»

The Congrefs refumed the confideration of the report from the

committee of the whole, which was agreed to as follows :

The committee of the whole, to whom were referred the fc-

veral petitions from the Ifland of Bermuda, reprefenting the dif-

trefs to which they are expofed by the non-exportation agreement,

and praying to be relieved in fuch manner as the Congrefs may
deem confiftent with the fafety of America, report that they have

confidered the fame, and thereupon came to the following refoluti-

ons :

That the inhabitants of the ifland of Bermuda appear friendly

to the caufe of America, and ought to be fupplied with fuch, and

fo great a quantity of the produce of thefe colonies, as may be ne-

ceffary for their fubfiftance and home confumption ; that in the opi-

nion of this committee they will annually require for the purpofes

aforefaid 72000 bufliels of Indian corn, 2000 barrels of bread or

flour, 1000 barrels of beef or pork, 2 100 bufhels of peas or beans,

and 300 tierces of rice, and that they be permitted to export the

fame yearly.

That the faid inhabitants ought to pay for the above annual al-

lowance in fait, but it is not the defjgn of tliis refolution to exclude

-.tliem from the privilege of receiving American produce to any

amount



^54 Journals of Congress.

amount in exchange for arms, ammunition, falt-petre, fulphur, ana
field-pieces, agreeable to a refolution of Congrefs paffed the leth

of Julylaft.

That to enable fuch of thefe colonies as can conveniently furnifii

the ifland of Bermuda with the above mentioned allowance, to di-

vide whatever advantages may refult therefrom, in proportion to

their refpedlive (hares of the general expence; it is further the opi-

nion of this Committee,
That the colony of South-Carolina fupply them with 300 tierces

of rice.

That the colony of North-Carolina fupply them with 16000
bufhels of Indian corn, and 468 bufhels of peas or beans.

That the colony of Virginia fupply them with 36000 bufhels of
Indian corn, and 1050 bufhels of peas or beans.

That the colony of Maryland fupply them with 20,000 bufhels

of Indian corn, and 582 bufhels of peas or beans.

That the colony of Pennfylvania fupply them with I2C0 barrels

of ilour or bread, and 600 barrels of beef or pork.

That the colony of New-York fupply them with 800 barrels

of flour or bread, and 400 barrels of beef or pork.

That the Conventions or Committees of fafety of the above men-
tioned colonies ought to fuperintend the faid exportation, provide

againft frauds, and take care, that in exchanging the faid commo-
dities of fait and provlfions, no undue advantage be taken by either

party of their mutual wants, and further, that no velfel employed
in this bufmefs ought to load without their permiffion, and that

•when they fhall, in purfuance of thefe refolutions, permit any of

the faid vefTels to load, they do give notice thereof to the Commit-
tee of infpetlion of the county, city, or tovsrn where fuch vefTel fhall

load, and inform them that the fame is done under the authority,

and by order of this Congrefs.

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing refolutions be tranfmlt-

ted to the feveral Conventions, Afiemblies, or Committees of

fafety of the United Colonies, and to the ifland of Bermuda ; and

that the inhabitants of the latter be informed, that the Congrefs

will afford them other neceffaries Tfuch as lumber, foap, and can^*

dies,) whenever the quality and quantity of each of thofe articles

ufed in the ifland fhall be afcertained.

That Edward Stiles be permitted under the dIre-£tion of the

Committee of fafety of the colony of Pennfylvania, to fend the

brig Seanymph, Samuel Stobel, mafler, with 4000 bufhels of In-

dian corn, 300 barrels of floUr, 100 barrels of bread, 20 barrels

of pork, 8 barrels of beef, 30 boxes of foap, and 15 barrels of ap-

ples to Bermuda, for the immediate fupply of the inhabitants, and

that the faid cargo be confidered as part of the annual allowance

aforefaid, for the year enfuing.

yhe committee on Volckert P. Douw'b letter, and the minutes

-ef
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of the treaty at Albany, brought in their report, which being read

and debated.

Refolved, That the further confideration thereof be deferred till

to-morrow.

The orders of the day being renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, Novemher 23, 1775.

Refolved, That 120 dollars be paid to captain John Hulbert,

and charged to general Schuyler, and that faid J. Hulbert, after

ftationing his men at the fortreJles on Hudfon's river, have leave to

be abfent ten days.

The committee for fitting out armed vefTels laid before Congrefs

a draught of rules for the government of the American navy, and
articles to be figned by the officers and men employed in that fer-

vice, which were read, and ordered to lie on the table for the pc-

rufal of the members.

The committee on general Wafhington's letter brought in their

report, which being read.

Ordered^ That the fame lie on the table for the perufal of the

members.
The Congrefs then refumed the confideration of the report of the

committee on Mr. Douw's letter, and the Albany treaty, and af-

ter debate the firft paragraph was poftponed, and the remainder

agreed to as follows :

The committee to whom it was referred to take into confidera-

tion the letter from Volckert P. Douw, Efq. and the minutes of

the treaty held with the Indians at Albany, by the commiffioners

for Indian affairs in the northern department, have examined the

fame and come to the following refolutions thereupon.

That it is the opinion of this committee, that the Indians be

afiured that this Congrefs are pleafed with their defire, that the

trade ftiould be opened as formerly at Albany and Schene6lady,

that the Congrefs will exert their .ftrenuous endeavours to procure

the goods the Indians may want, and put the trade under fuch wife

regulations, as that mutual juftice may be effedled, and that they

hope thofe endeavours will be fuccefsful.

That general Schuyler be defired to furnifli the commiflloners at

Albany with fome powder, if he can fpare it, to be diftrlbuted a-

mong the Indians, who in the prefent circumftances, arc much
diftrefled by the want of that article.

That the commiffioners for tranfa£ling Indian affairs in the

northern department be defired to obtain from the Mohawk Indi-

ans, and the corporation of Albany, a flate of the controverfy be-

tween them, concerning the land defired by the former in the late

treaty at Albany to be reftored to them, and report the matter as

it fhall appear to them to the Congrefs.

That

.^
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That the faid commlflioners be defired, at the cxpence of the
United Colonies, to provide for and entertain the fachems and war-
riors of the fix nations, and other Indians friendly to thefe colonies,

their attendants and meffengers, with the"^ accuilomed hofpitality

when they come to Albany or Scheneftady, to treat, or give intel-

ligence of public affairs, or upon a vifit, and for this purpofe that

750 dollars be lodged in the hands of the faid commifTioners fubjedi

to account.

That the faid commiffioners be directed to employ two black-

fmiths for reafonable falaries, to refide among and work for the In-

dians of the fix nations.

That the faid commiffioners be empowered to employ an inter-

preter, with a falary 222J^ dollars by the year, commencing the

]2th day of this month, who fhall alfo be allowed his travelling

expences, to be fettled by the commiffioners, and James Deane,.

if they judge him well qualified, is recommended to execute this

office.

That 23 dollars be paid to James Deane over and above the 75
dollars advanced him by the commiffioners for his pall fervices.

Refohedi That three members be added to the Committee on the

Albany treaty, and that they be directed to confider af a plan for

carrying on a trade with the Indians, and to devife ways and

means for procuring goods proper for that trade.

The members chofen, Mr. Wilfon, Mr. Deane, and Mr. Lewis.

Whereas majar Hawley, who was eledled one of the commiffi-

oners of Indian affairs in the northern department, cannot, on ac-

count of the fituatiott of hi& private affairs, attend that bufinefs,

and he having by his letter denred to be excufed from that fervice.

Refohed, That to-morrow be affigned for elefting a commiffi-

oner of Indian affairs in the northern department, in the room of

the faid major Hawley.

Information being given to Congrefs, that certain frauds have

been attempted in executing contra^s for the Continent.

Refolvedy That a committee of five be appointed to enquire Into-

that matter.

The members chofen, Mr. Sherman, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Johnfon,

colonel Lee, and Mr. S. Adams.
Application being made by Mr. Jay in behalf of lieutenant Ha-

mar, one of the prifoners at Trenton, for leave to refide with Mr.

Duer, near Saratoga, the fame was granted, he to be on the fame

parole as other officers, with this variation, not to go farther than

twelve miles from the place now affigned him.

Application being alfo made in behalf of lieutenant Symes, a

prifoner now in the goal of Philadelphia, for leave to refide at

Trenton, on the fame parole as the other officers there, the fame

was granted.

Information being given to Congrefs by the Committee of in-

fpection
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fpe6lion for the city and liberties of Philadelphia, that fundry per-

foils in this city have refufed to receive in payment or give currency

to the bills iflued by order of this Congrefs, and alfo to thofe e-

l'
mitted by the Affembly of this province.

Refohed, That a committee of feven be appointed to take this

jtnatter into confideration, and report thereon to Congrefs.

The members chofen, Mr. Jay, Dr. Franklin, Mr. S. Adams,
Mr. Johnfon, Mr. Wythe, Mr. E. Rutledge, and Mr. Jcffcrfon.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poilponed, and
the orders of the day renevv^ed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

]Fps.iday, November 24, 1775.

Refolvedf That difpatches be fent to the colony agents in Eng-
land, by Mr. Morris' veifel, which will be ready to fail on Monday
cext.

The committee to whom the intercepted letters were referred,

brought in their report, which being read and agreed to,

Ordered^ That the faid committee publifh the extraAs now laid

fr before Congrefs, and that they get a thoufand copies of the fame,
'

' together with an authentic account of the capture of Chambly and

St. John's, ftruck off.

Orderedy That the committee prepare a letter to the colony

agents.

Agreeable to the order of the day the Congrefs proceeded to

the choice of a commiflioner for Indian affairs in the northern de-

partment, in the room of major Hawley, and the ballots being t^-

ken and examined,

Timothy Edwards, Efq; was unaniraouily defied.

B.eJolved, That a committee of three be appointed to take into

confideration the ftate of North-Carolina, and report to Congrefs

what in their opinion is neceffary to be done for its fafety and fe-

^' curity.

|v The members chofen, Mr. E. Rutledge, Mr. Jeffcrfon, and

% Mr. Paca.

The Congrefs refumed the confideration of the report on gene-

ral Wafhington's letter, and the fame, after debate, was referred

for farther confideration till to-morrow.

A Petition from Downham Newton, was prefented and read.

Refolvedy That the fame be referred to a committee of three.

The members chofen, Mr. Jefferfon, Mr. Allen, and Mr^

Jay-

Refolved, That the treafurers pay fuch fums of money as the

committee for promoting the manufacture of fait petre ftiall draw

orders upon or apply to them for, not exceeding lOOO dollars, to

be accounted for by faid committee.

K k That
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That in cafe the committee for promoting the manufacture of

falt-petre cannot procure perfons to go to Virginia for that pur-

pofe, it be recommended to the gentlemen, who are defired and

empowered to fuperintend and forward the work in that colony,

to employ any flcilful managers they can meet with to undertake it.

A petition from Captain Dugal Mc. Gregor, was prefented

and read.

Refoived, That It be referred to the committee to whom Down-
ham Newton's petition is referred.

The committee on the ftate of the treafury, brought in their re-

port, which was read and referred till to-morrow.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, Novemler 25. 1775.

The Congrefs proceeded to the eleftlon of field officers for the

battalion ralfed in Pennfyivania, when the ballots being taken and

examined.

John Bull, Efq; was ele6ted colonel,

James Irvine, Efq; lieutenant colonel.

Anthony James Morris, Efq; major.

Refolvedy That Monday next be afligned for the appointment

of an adjutant and a quarter-mafler for the fecond battalion, raifed

in New-Jerfey, and of an adjutant and quarter-mailer for the bat-

talion raifed in Pennfyivania.

Refohedi That Tuefday next be affigned for the confideration

of the memorials of the teaholders in New-York and Philadelphia.

The committee of claims reported, that there is due to John

Hinchm.an for provifions furniihed to feveral riiHe companies, the

fum of 65.2 dollars.

Chriflopher Haine, for kettles and canteens furnlfhed to cap-

tain Stevenfon and captain Rofs's companies, the fum of 35.8

dollars, which ought to be paid to Gibfon and Afton.

Richard Bache, deputy poll-mafter for fundry poflages from

the 14th of Odober to 8th November, 1775, inclufive 31.1 dol-

lars.

Thomas Devvees, for dieting the crew of the fhip Rebecca and

Frances, 44.4 dollars.

Levi Holiingfworth, for expences of himfelf and three others to

Ticonderoga and back again, who took with them a quantity of

Money for general Schuyler, the fum of 128 dollars.

Andrew Bunker, for blankets and kettles furnifhed captain Ste-

phenfon's company, by Anthony Noble 4 1.4 dollars.

Do6lor Franklin, for the expences of Mr. Harrlfon, Mr.

I^ynch, and himfelf, on their journey to the camp at Cambridge,

including carriage hire &c. 58 1.9 dollars, and for other monies

paid
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paid by him for the Gcmtinental fervice, including 20 dollars ad-

vanced to Chriflopher Madeira, and to be charged to him the fum
of 72.7 dollars.

John ^terret, for goods furnifhed by Jofeph Holmes to cap-

tain Morgan's company, to be charged to faid company, the fum
^f 55.9 dollars.

William Weft, for goods furnifhed by John Holmes to captain

Cluggage's company, the fum of 281.3 dollars, of which fum,

35i_iL dollars being for blankets charged to the continent, and

the remainder to captain Cluggage's company.

Ordered.) That the above accounts be paid.

The Congrefs refumed the coi^lideration of the report of the

committeee on general Wafhinsjton's letter, and the fame being

debated by paragraphs, was agreed to as follows : ^

-

Whereas it appears from undoubted information, that many Jf AjVXi

veifels which had cleared at the refpeftive cuftom-houfes in thefe

colcnies, agreeable to the regulations eftablifhed by a6ts of the

Britiih parliament, have in a lawlefs manner, without even the

femblance of juft authority been feized by his Majefty's ihips of

wats and carried into the harbour of Bofton and other ports, where

they have been riiiled of their cargoes, by orders of his Majefty's

naval and military officers, there cpmmanding, without the faid

veffels having been proceeded againft by any form of tryal, and

without the charge of having offended againft any law.

And whereas orders have been iffued in his Majefty's name, to

the commanders of his ftiips of war, " to proceed as in the cafe of

re ^ aftual rebellion againft fuch of the fea port towns and places being

ll acceffible to the King's fhips, in which any troops ftiall be raifed

or military works erected" under colour of which faid orders, the

commanders of his Majefty's faid ftiips of war have already burned

and deftroyed the flouriftiing and populous tow,n of Falmouth, and
have fired upon and much injured feveral other towns within the

united colonies, and difperfed at a late fcafon of the year, hun-

dreds of helplefs women and children, with a favage hope that

thofe may perifii under the approaching rigours of the feafonj

who may chance to efcape deftrudlion from fire and fword, a mode
of warfare long exploded amongft eivilized nations.

And whereas the good people of thefe colonies, fenfiWy affeft-^

ed by the deftruftion of their property, and other unprovoked in-

juries have at laft determined to prevent as much as poffible a repe-

tition thereof, and to procure fome reparation for the fame, by
fitting out armed veflels and ftiips of force. In the execution of
which commendable defigns it is poflible that thofe who have not

been inftrumental in the unwarrantable violences above-mentioned

may fuffer, unlefs fome laws be made to regulate, and tribunals e-

re<fted competent to determine the propriety of captures.—There-

fore Refolved,

ift. Tha^
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ift. That all fuch fliips of war, frigates, floops, cutter-, aud
armed veffels as are or fhall be employed in the prefent cruel and
unjuft war againfl: the united colonies, and (hall fall into the hands
of, or be taken by the inhabitants thereof, be felzed and forfeited

to and for the purpofes herein after mentioned.

2d. Refolved, That all tranfport veffels in the fame fervice, hav-

ing on board any troops, arms, ammunition, cloathing, provi-

fions, or military, or naval (lores of what kind foever, and all vef-

fels to whomfoever belonging, that dial! be employed in carrying

provifions or other neceffaries to the Britifh army or armies, or

navy, that now are or ihall hereafter be within any of the united

colonies, or any goods, wares, or merchandize for the ufe of fuch

fleet or army, fhall be liable to feizure, and with their cargoes

Ihall be confifcated-

' 3d. That no mailer or commander of any veflel fhall be intitled

to cruize for, or make prize of any vefTel or cargo before he fhall

have obtained a commifHon from the Congrefs, or from fuch per-

fon or perfons as fhall be for that purpofe appointed in fome one

of the United Colonies.

4th. That it be and is hereby recommended to the feverai legif-

latures in the United Colonies as foon as poffible to ere6l courts

of juflice, or give jurifdidlion to the courts now in being for the

purpofe of determining concerning the captures to be made as

aforefaid, and to provide that all trials in fuch cafe be had by a

jury under fuch qualifications, as to the refpedlive legiflatures

fhall feem expedient.

5th. That all profecutions fhall be commenced in the court of

that colony in which the captures fliall be made, but if no fuch

court be at that time erecled in the faid colony, or if the capture

be m.ade on open fea, then the profecution fiiall be in the court of

fuch colony as the captor may find moil convenient, provided

that nothing contained in this refolution fhall be conllrued fo as

to enable the captor to remove his prize from any colony compe-

tent to determine concerning the feizure, after he fhall have car-

ried the velfel fo feized within any harbour of the fame.

6th. That in all cafes an appeal fhall be allowed to the Con-

grefs, or fuch perfon or perfons as they fhall appoint for the tryal

of appeals, provided the appeal be demanded within five days af-

ter definitive fentence, and fuch appeal be lodged with the fecre-

tary of Congrefs within forty days afterwards, and provided the

party appealing fhall give fecurity to profecute the faid appeal to

effeft, and in cafe of the death of the fecretary during the recefs

of Congrefs, then the faid appeal to be lodged in Congrefs within

twenty days after the meeting thereof.

7th. That when any veffel or veffels fhall be fitted out at the

cxpence of any private perfon or perfons then the captures made,

ftall be to the ufe of the owner or owners of the faid veffel or vef-
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fels; that where the vefTels employed In the capture fnall be fitted

out at the expence of any of the United Colonies, then one third

of the prize taken fiiall be to the ufe of the captors, and the re-

maining two thirds to the ufe of the fald colony, and where the

veffels fo employed fliall be fitted out at the continental charge,

then one third fhall go to the captors, and the remaining two
thirds to the ufe of the United Colonies, provided neverthelefs,

that If the capture be a veflel of war, then the captors fliall be en-

titled to one half of the value, and the remainder fhall go to the

colony or continent as the cafe may be, the neceifary charges of
condemnation of all prizes, being deducted before dillributlon

made.

8th. That the captures heretofore made by veffels fitted out at

the continental chiarge were juftlfiable, and that the diflpbutlon of
the captor's fhare of the prizes by general Wafhington be confir*

med, which Is as follows

:

A captain or commander
FIrfl lieutenant

Second lieutenant

Surgeon

Mailer

Steward

Mate
Gunner
Boatfwain

Gunner's mate

Serjeant

Privates

Hefohedy That that part of general Wafhlngton's letter of the

nth Inft. refpefting the capture of a veffel by the inhabitants of
New-Hampfhire be referred to the committee, who brought in

the foregoing report.

The Congrefs next took Into confideration'the rules and orders

for the fleet of the United Colonies, but not having time to finifh

them.

Refolvsd, That the farther confideratlon ofthem be deferred till

Monday next.

The orders of the day being renewed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, Noveniber 27, I775»

A report prevailing that young Mr. Skene, who was a prifoner

in Connefticut has made his efcape.

Refohed, That the delegates of Connedlcut be a committee to

enquire Into the truth of that report.

Refohedt

6 fliares.

5 do.

4 do.

4 do.

3 do.

2 do.

and a half fhare.

and a half do.

and a half do.

and a half do.

and a half do.

fhare.
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Refolvedy That orders iffue to Lord Sterling to collect the

troops which were raifed in New-Jerfey, (except the fix compa"
nies which have been ordered to the fortrefles on Hudfon's river)

and to place them in barracks in the eaftern divifion of New-
Jerfey as contiguous to New-York as can be, there to remain till

further orders from Congrefs.

Refohedi That a letter be written to the convention of New-
York, requefting them to ufe their utmoft endeavours to fnrnifh

the troops raifed in New-Jerfey for the defence of New-York,
with as many arras as they can fpare.

The Congrefs then proceeded to the choice of an adjutant and
quarter-mafter for the battalion raifed in the weftern divifion of

New-Jerfey, when
Mr. Ephraim Anderfon was ele6led adjutant, und Mr. Bud^

del Shinn, quarter-mafter.

Refohedi That the troops in the fervice of the continent be fup^

plied with fuel and bedding at the expence of the continent.

Refohed, That an order for 3000 dollars be drawn on the trea-

furers, in favor of the committee of fafety of Pennfylvania, to be
applied towards the pay of the battalion raifed in faid colony, the

committee to account for the expenditure of the fame.

A letter from general Wafhington of the 19th inft. encloling a
copy of a letter from col. Arnold of the 27th October being re-

ceived, was read.

The Congrefs then refumed the confideration of the report of

the committee on the difputes between the people of Connecticut

and Pennfylvania, and after debate,

Refohedi That the fame be recommitted, and that it be an in-

ftrudlion to the committee to hear evidence on the poffeffion and

jiirifdi£lion of the lands in difpute, and reduce to writing fuch

parts of the evidence as they fhall think proper.

As three of the committee are abfent, viz. Mr. J. Rutledge,

Mr. Chafe, and Mr. Kinfey.

Refohedi That three members be elefted in their ftead.

The members chofep, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Jay, and Mr. Hooper.
The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrpvy--

Tuesday, Nov. 28, 1775.

The Congrefs refumed the copfideration of the rules and orders

for the navy of the united colonies, and the fame being debated

by paragraphs were agreed to as follows

:

Rules for the Regulation of the Navy of the United Colonies*

The commanders of all fhips and veffcls belonging to the thir-

teen united colonies, are ftridly required to fhew in themfelves a

good
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good example of honor and virtue to their officers and men, and to

be very vigilant in infpefting the behaviour of all fuch as are under

them, and to difcountenance and fupprefs all difl'olute, immoral, >

and diforderly practices, and alfo fuch as are contrary to the rules

of difcipline and obedience, and to correct thofe who are guilty of

the fame, according to the ufage of the fea.

The commanders of the fhips of the thirteen united colonics^

are to take care that divine fervice be performed twice a day on
board, aud a fermon preached on Sundays, unlefs bad weather or
other extraordinary accidents prevent.

If any fhall be heard to fwear, curfe or blafpheme the name of
God, the commander is ftriftly enjoined to punifh them for every

offence, by caufmg them to wear a wooden collar, or fome other

fhameful badge of diftindlion for fo long time as he fhall judge
proper. If he be a commiffioned officer, he fhall forfeit one fhil-

ling for each offence, and a warrant or inferior officer fix pence.

He who is guilty of drunkennefs, if a feaman, fhall be put in irons

lentil he is fober, but if an officer, he fhall forfeit two days pay.

No commander fhall inflift any punifhment upon a feaman be-

yond twelve lafhes upon his bare back with a cat of nine tails ; if

the fault fhall deferve a greater punifhment, he is to apply to the
commander in chief of the navy, in order to the trying of him by
a court-martial, and in the mean time he may put him under con-
finement.

The commander is never by his own authority to difcharge a
Gommiffion or warrant officer, nor to punifh or ftrike him, but he
may fufpend or confine them, and when he combes in the way of a
commander in chief apply to him for holding a court-martial.

The officer who commands by accident of the captain or com-
manders abfence (unlefs he be abfent for a time by leave) fhall not
order any correction, but confinement, and upon the captains re-

turn on board, he fhall then give an account of his reafons for fo

doing.

The captain is to caufe the articles of war to be hung up in

fome public place of the fhip, and read to the fhip's company once
a month.

Whenever a captain fhall inlifl a feaman, he fhall take care to
enter on his books the time and terms of his entering, in order to
his being juflly paid.

The captain fhall^ before he fails, make return to, and leave

with the Congrefs or fuch perfon or perfons as the Cong^refs fiiall

appoint for that purpofe, a compleat lift of all his officers and
men, with the time and terms of their entering, and diirino- his

cruize, fhall keep a true accoiint of the defertlon or death of any
of them, and of the entering of others, and after his cruize, and
before any of them are paid off, he fliall make return of a corn-

pleat lift of the fame, including thofe who ilal) remain on board
his fhip. The
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The men fhall, at their requeft, be furnlfhed with flops, that

are necelfary, by the captain or purfer, who fhall keep an account

of the fame, and the captain in his return in the laft mentioned ar-

ticle directed to be made, fliall mention the amount delivered to

each man, in order to it's being flopped out of his pay.

As to the term " inferior officer" the captain is to take notice

that the fame does not include any commiliion nor any warrant

officer, except the fecond mailer, furgeon's mate, cook, armour-

er, sjunfmith, mailer at arms, and failmaker.

The captain is to take care when any inferior officers or volun-

tier feamen are turned over into the fhip under his command from

any other fhip, not to rate them on the fhip's books in a worfe

quality or lower degree, or flation, than they ferved in the fhip

they w^ere removed from ; and for his guidance he is to demand
from the commander of the fhip from which they are turned over,

a lift under his hand of their names and qualities.

Any officer, feaman, or others, intitled to wages or prize mo-
ney, may have the fame paid to his affignee, provided the affign-

inent be attefted by the captain or commander, the mafter or pur-

fer of the fhip, or a chief magillrate offome county or corpora-

tion.

The captain is to difcourage the feamen of his fhip from felling

any part of their wages or fhares, and never to atteft the letter of

attorney of any feaman, until he is fully fatisned that the fame i»

not eranted in confideration of money given for the purchafe of

his wages or fhares.

"When any inferior officer or feaman dies, the captain is forth-

with to make out a ticket for the time of his fervice, and to fend

the fame by the firft fafe conveyance to the Congrefs, or agents by
them for that purpofe appointed, in order to the wages bring

forthwith paid to the executors or adminiftrators of the deceafed.

A. convenient place fhall be fet apart for fick or hurt men, to

which they are to be removed with their hammocks and bedding,

when the furgeon fhall advife the fame to be neceffary, and fome of

the crew fhall be appointed to attend and ferve them, and to keep

the place clean.

The cooper fhall make buckets with covers and cradles, if ne-

ceffary, for their ufe.

All fhips furnifhed with fifhing tackle being in fuch places where

iifh is to be had, the captain is to employ fome of the company in

lifnina^, the iifh to be diftributed daily to fuch perfons as are lick

or upon recovery, provided the furgeon recommend it, and the

furplus by turns amongft the meffes of the officers and feamen gra-

tis, without any deduction of their allowance ofprovilions on that

account.

It is left to the difcretion of commanders of fqiiadrons, to fhort-

cn the allowance of provifions according to the exigence of the fer-

vige
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Vice, taking care that the men be pundlually paid for the fame-

The like power is given to captains of fingle fhips in cafes of

abfolute neceffity.

If there Ihould be a want of pork, the captain is to order three

pounds of beef to be iffued to the men in lieu of two pounds of

pork.

One day in every week (hall be iffued out a proportion of flour

and fuet, in lieu of beef for the feamen, but this is not to extend

beyond four months victualling at one time, nor fhall the purfer

receive any allowance for flour or fuet kept longer on board than

that time, and there fliall be fupplied once a year, a proportion of

canvafs for pudding bags, after the rate of one ell fcr every lixteea

men.
If any fhips of the thirteen United Colonies fliall happen to come

ipto port in want of provifions, the warrant of a commander in

chief fliall be fufiicient to the agent or other inftrument of the vic-

tualling, to fupply the quantity wanted, and In urgent cafes where
delay may be hurtful, the warrant of the captain of the fliip fliall

be of equal effed.

;^ The captain is frequently to order the proper officers to infpecl

P the condition of the provifions, and if the bread proves damp,
to have it aired upon the quarter deck or poop, and alfo examine

the flefli caflc, and if any of the pickle be leaked out, to have new
made and put in, and the caflc made tight and fecure.

The captain or purfer fliall fecure the cloaths, bedding, and o-

ther things of fuch perfons as fliall die or be killed, to be delivered

to their executors or admlnlftrators.

All papers, charter parties, bills of lading, pafs-ports, and o-

ther writings whatfoever, found on board any flilp or flilps, which
fliall be taken, fliall be carefully preferved, and the originals fent

to the court of jufl;ice for maritime affairs, appointed or to be ap-

pointed by the legiflatures in the refpeftlve colonies, for judging
concerning fuch prize or prizes; and if any perfon or perfons fliall

wilfully or negligently deftroy or fufFer to be defl:royed, any fuch

paper or papers, he or they fo offending, fliall forfeit their fliare

of fuch prize or prizes, and fuffer fuch other punlfliment, as they

fhall be judged by a court-martial to deferve.

If any perfon or perfons fliall embezzle, or fteal, or take away
any cables, anchors, fails, or any of the flilp's furniture or any of the

powder, arms, ammunition, or provifions of any fliip belonging to

the thirteen United Colonies, he or they fliall fuffer fuch punlfli-

ment as a court-martial fliall order.

When in fight of a fliip or fliips of the enemy, and at fuch o-

ther times as may appear to make it neceffary to prepare for an en-

gagement, the captain fliall order all things In his fliip in a proper

polture for fight, and fliall in his own perfon, and according to his

duty heart on and encourage the inferior officers and men to fight

L 1 couragioufly
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couragioufly, and not to behave themfelves faintly or cry for quar-

ters, on pain of luch punilliment as the offence fhall appear to de-

ferve for his negle6l.

Any captain or other officer, mariner, or others, who fhall bafe-

Jy defert their duty or flatlon in the fhip, and run away while the

enemy is in fight, or, in time of a6lion, fhall entice others to do fo,

fhall fuffer death, or fuch other punifhment as a court-martial fhall

inflia.

Any ofHcer, feaman, or marine, who fnall begin, excite, caufe,

or join in any mutiny or fedition in the fhip to which he belongs,

on any pretence whatfoever, fhall fuffer death, or fuch other pu-

nifhment as a court-martial fhall dired. Any perfon in or belong-

ing to the fhip, who fhall utter any words of fedition and mutiny,

or endeavour to make any mutinous aflemblies on any pretence

whatfoever, fhall fuffer fuch punifhment as a court-martial fhall

inflict.

None fhall prefume to quarrel with or ftrike his fuperior officer

on pain of fuch punifhment as a court-martial fhall order to be in-

fliaed.

If any perfon fhall apprehend he hasjuft caufe of complaint, he

fhall quietly and decently make the fame known to his fuperior of-

ficer or to the captain, as the cafe may require, who fhall take care

that juflice be done him.

There fnall be no quarrelling or fighting between fhip-mates on

board any fhip belonging to the thirteen United Colonies, nor

fhall there be ufed any reproachful or provoking fpeeches, tending

to make quarrels and difturbance, on pain of imprifonment and

fuch other punifhment, as a court-martial fhall judge proper to in-

fiia.

If any perfon fhall fleep upon his watch, or negligently perform

the duty which fiiail be enjoined him to do, or forfake his flation.

he fhall fuffer fuch punifhment as a court-martial fhall judge pro-

per to inflia, according to the nature of his offence.

All murder Paall be punifhed with death.

All robbery and theft fhall be punifhed at the difcretion of a

court-martial.

Any mafter at arms who fhall refufe to receive fuch prifoner or

prifoners as fhall be committed to his charge, or having received

them fhall fuffer him or them to efcape, or difmifs them without

orders for fo doing, fhall fuffer in his or their flead, as a court-

martial fhall order and direa.

The captain, officers, and others, fhall ufe their utmofl endea-

vours to detea, apprehend, and bring to punifhment, all offend-

ers, and fhall at all times readily afTift the officers appointed for

that purpofe in the difcharge of their duty, on pain of being pro-

ceeded againfl, and punifhed by a court-martial at difcretion.

All other faults, diforders, and mifdemeanors, which fhall be

committed
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committed on board any fliip belonging to the thirteen United Co-
lonies, and which are not herein mentioned, fhall be punifhed ac-

cording to the laws and ciiiloms in fuch cafes at iea.

A court-martial fhall confiil of at lead three captains and three

firft lieutenants, with three captains and three firft lieutenants of

marines, if there fhall be fo many of the marines then prefent, and

the eldefl captain fhall prefide.

All fea officers of the fame denomination fhall take rank of the

officers of marines.

Every member of a court-martial fhall take the following oath,

viz.

Tou fwear that you nu'ill nvell and truly try,

and impartially determine the caufe of the prifoner nonv to he tried

^

According to the rules of the navy of the United Colonies^ So help

you God :—which oath fhall be adminiltered by the prefident to

,the other members, and the prefident fhall hirafelf be fworn by the

officer in faid court next in rank.

All witneffes before they may be admitted to give evidence fhall

take the following; oath :

" You fwear the evidence youfjail give in the caufe nonu in hearing

fJoall he the iruth^ the nvhole truth, and nothing but the truth." So

help you God.
The fentence of a court-martial for any capital offence fhall not

be put in execution, until it be confirmed by the commander in

chief of the fleet; and it fhall be the duty of the prefident of every

court-martial to tranfnlit to the commander in chief of the fleet

every fentence which fhall be given, with a fummary of the evi-

dence and proceedings thereon., by the firft opportunity.

The commander in chief of the fleet, for the time being, fhall

have power to pardon and remit any fentence of death, that fhall be

given in confequence of any of the aforementioned articles.

There fhall be allowed to each man ferving on board the fhips

in the fervice of the thirteen United Colonies, a daily proportion

of provilions, according as is expreffed in the following table, viz.

Sunday, i lb. bread, i lb. beef, 1 lb. potatoes or turnips.

Monday, i lb. bread, i lb. pork, half pint peafe, and four

ounces cheefe.

Tuefday, i lb. bread, i lb. beef, i lb. potatoes or turnips, and

pudding.

Wednefday, i lb. bread, two ounces butter, four ounces cheefe,

and half pint of rice.

Thurfday, i lb. bread, lib. pork, and half pint of peafe.

Friday, i lb. bread, i lb. beef, i lb. potatoes or turnips, and
pudding.

Saturday, i lb. bread, i lb. pork, half pint peafe, and four

ounces cheefe.

Half
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Half a pint of rum per man every day, and difcrctionary allow-

ance on extra duty, and in time of engagement.
A pint and half of vinegar for fix men per week.

The pay of the officers and men fhall be as follows * :

Captain or Commander, 32 Dollars "]

20 do.

20 do.

15 do.

15 do.

9i do.

8 do.

15 do.

Lieutenants,

Mafter,

Mates,

Boatfwain,

Boatfwaln's firfl; mate.

Ditto, fecond ditto,

Gunner,
Ditto mate.

Surgeon,

Surgeon's mate.

Carpenter,

Capenter's mate.

Cooper,

Captain's clerk.

Steward,

Chaplain,

Able feamen.

Captain of marines,

Liieutenants,

Serjeants,

Corporals,

Fifer,

Drummer,

Privates of marines,

I of do.

2 1 1 do.

13^ do.

15 do.

I of do.

15 do.

15 do.

ISJLdo.

20 do.

6| do.

26|do.
18 do.

8 do.

7-1 do.

7^do.

7 I do.

6|do.

C per calendar month.

ORDERS OF CONGRESS.
We, whofe hands and marks are hereunto fet and fubfcribcd*

being officers, feamen, and marines, do, and each of us doth a-

grec to and with of the good ftiip, called the

belono-ino; to the thirteen United Colonies of North
America, in manner and form following, that is to fay,

In the firj? place, We do hereby agree for, by and under the

confiderations after-mentioned, to and with the laid commander,

forthwith to enter and fhip ourfelves, and in due and feafonablc

time to repair on board the faid fhip, called the and

during the term of months to the utmoft of our power

and ability refpeftively to difcharge our feveral fervices or ftations,

and in every thing to be conformable and obedient to the feveral

requirings and lawful commands of the faid and his

fiiccefTors in command.
Secondlyy

* See 13th and 19th of December, 1775.
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'Secondly^ We do alfo oblige and fubjed ourfelves to ferve on

board the faid fhip during the faid cruize, and as fhe is a fhip of

war, we do fcverally oblige ourfelves by thefe articles, to comply

with, and be fubjeft to the rules and difcipline of the Americari

fleet, as eftablifhed by the Congrefs, and to be governed and com-

manded in time of a6:ion with an enemy, according to the fame

rules, and fubmit ourfelves to the fame punifhments and penalties

as are there inflided, in cafe we or any of us offer to defert our

quarters, or not obey the commands of the faid

or his fucceffors in command, in giving chace to any fliip or fhips,

veifel or velfels, or otherwife, and if upon a Scrutiny of our faid

or his faid officers, we or any of us fhould be

found guilty of any breach contrary to the tenor of this agreement,

or any adl of cowardice, we do hereby feverally fubmit and agree

fto allow and forfeit our feveral and refpeftive fhares of and in any

prize or prizes we fhall then have taken, to be divided amongfl the

faid fhip's company.

Thirdly i We do alfo feverally agree and oblige ourfelves, that

when any prize or prizes have been taken, to follow the exprefs

direftions of the faid or his fucceffors in boarding

the faid prize, and be under the command of any officer whom the

faid fhall appoint, and be afflfting to him to carry

the faid prize to whatever port or ports fuch prize or prizes fhall be

affigned by the faid And we do hereby further fe-

verally agree and covenant in that cafe, to be true and faithful in

difcharge ofour duty and trufl, and will not in any fhape embezzle,

defraud, or plunder any thing on board fuch prize or prizes; and
and in cafe any or either of us fhall be found guilty of any breach

contrary to the true meaning of this agreement, we, and fuch of

us being guilty thereof, do hereby feverally fubmit and agree to

allow fo much of all and every of our fhares, and part of our fhares

of and in the faid prize or prizes then or thence after to be taken,

and of all our refpeftive wages, that then fliall be due and coming

to us in refpe61: of our fervices, as fhall make good fuch plunder

and embezzlement, we fhall have been found guilty of.

Fourthly i And it is alfo further agreed to be the true intent and

me,anin2^ of all parties hereto, that the officer or officers or any of

the fhip's. company fent onboard any prize, fhall have as good

a fhare and intereft of any prize that fhall be thereafter taken, dur-

ing his or their abfence, as if he or they had been on board the

faid veffel, at the time of taking thereof, any thing herein contain-

ed to the contrary notwithftanding. Provided always, and it is

hereby agreed to be the meaning of the faid laft mentioned claufe,

that if the faid officer or officers, and fuch of the faid fhip's com-

pany to whom the condufh and management of any prize has been

entrufted, do not (iirll having accepted the commands of the faid

commander concerning the faid prize under his or their cuftody)

immediately
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immediately repair to the refpeftive port or harbour where the fald

or his fucceffors in command fhall order, or do not

proceed with the faid prize or prizes lo taken, to the refpedlive

port or ports to be affigned by the faid for the time

being, that then, and in failure of any or either of the agreements

aforefald contained on our parts, we and each and every of us fo

offending, do hereby feverally fubmit and agree to be cafhiered, not

only for our feveral and refpeftive interefts and (hares of and in the

captures of prize-money, but totally to be excluded and divefted

from the payment of any wages then due to us, for and in refpeft

of our feveral fervices on board the faid fhip and the

interefl and (hares of fuch delinquents, that otherwife would have

accrued to us.

Fifthly, And the faid for and In behalf of himfelf

and the thirteen United Colonies of North-America, doth hereby

xovenant and agree to and with the faid officers, feamen, and ma-
rines, whofe names or marks are hereto fet and fubfcribed, to pay

them in con(ideration of fuch fervices, fo much money per month,

as in a fchedule hereunder mentioned, is fet oppofite to the names

or marks of each refpedlive officer, feaman, or landman ; and like-

wife to advance to each and every of them, one month's pay at en-

trance, (due fecurity for the fame being firfl given) the receipt

whereof they do hereby acknowledge.

Sixthly, And as an encouragement to exert the valour of the fea-

men and marines in defending the faid (hip, and in fubduing and

dlftreffing the faid enemy, the faid for and on be-

half of the faid thirteen United Colonies of North-America, doth

further covenant, promife, and apree to and with all and every the

officers, feamen, and marines, parties hereto, that in cafe any prize

or prizes (hall be taken by the fg,Id (hip during the intended cruize,

that the fame fnall be proceeded agalnft, and diftributed according

to the refolutions of Congrefs.

Seventhly, And it is by thefe prefents mutually agreed and con-

fented to, by, and between the faid and every the

officers, feamen, and m^arlnes, parties hereto, that In cafe the com-

mander for the time being lofe a limb in an engagement, or be o-

therwlfe difabled, fo as to be rendered Incapable afterwards of get-

ing a livelihood to fubfift upon, he (liall receive out of the nett

profits of fuch prize or prizes, or prize goods, if fo much arife,

before dividend or diftributlcn be declared, the fum of four hun-

dred dollars ; or if he lofe his life, his widow or children (If any)

fliall receive the faid bounty of four hundred dollars, together with

all prize-money to him belonging at the time of his deceafe. And
if the captain of the marines^ or any other commifiion and warrant

officer lofe a limb, or be otherwife difabled, fo as to be rendered In-

capable afterwards of getting a fubfiftence, he or they fo difabled

Hiall receive a bounty of three hundred dollars, if fo much arife from

the
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the nett profits as aforefaid; and in cafe of death, the widow or chil-

dren (if any), is, are, andfhallbe intitled to the fame, together

with their fhare of prize-money due at the time of their deceafe.

And if an inferior officer, feaman or marine, lofe a limb, or be o-

therwife difabled, fo as to be rendered incapable afterwards or

getting a fubfiftence, he or they fhall receive a bounty of 200

dollars, to be dedufted as aforefaid ; and in cafe of death, his

widow or children (if any), is, are, and fliall be intitled to the

fame, together with his fhare of prize-money due at the time of

his deceafe.

He who firll difcovers a fhip or veflel which fhall afterwards be-

come a prize, Ihall be intitled to a double fhare of fuch prize.

There fhall be ten fhares of every prize, which fhall be taken

and condemned, fet apart to be given to fuch inferior ofiicers,

feamen and marines, as fhall be adjudged beft to deferve them by

the fuperior ofiicers, who fhall be appointed to make fuch deter-

mination.

He who fhall firfl board a fhip or other vefiel, making refift-

ance, which fhall become a prize, fhall be intitled to a triple

fhare.

Provided always, and it is hereby declared to be the true in-

tent and meaning of the parties to the aforementioned articles and

oi"ders, that any of the ofiicers, feamen, and marines fhall be lia-

ble to be removed by the Congrefs or Committee of the Congrefs,

during the recefs thereof, or by the Commander in Chief of the

American fleet for the time being, from the aforefaid vefiel to a-

ny Other armed vefiel in the fervice of the United Colonies, any

thing contained in the foregoing orders and articles notwithftand-

The Congrefs then took into confideration the report of the

committee on North -Carolina, whereupon,

Refohed^ That the two battalions which the Congrefs dlre£led

to be ralfed in the colony of North-Carolina, be encreafed to the

continental eftablifhment, and kept in pay at the expence of the

united colonies for one year from this time, or until the farther

order of Congrefs, as well for the purpofe of defending the good

people of that colony, againfl the attacks of minifterial opprefiion

as affifting the adjacent colonies.

That application be made to the councils of fafety of the colo-

nies of Pcnnfylvania and South-Carolina for fo much gunpowder as

can be fpared for the immediate fupply of North-Carolina.

Refolved, That the delegates of the colony of North-Carolina,

be directed to purchafc a number of drums, fifes and colours fult-

able for the faid battalions, and that the prefident be dlre6led to

draw on the continental treafurers for a fum not exceeding three

hundred dollars for the payment thereof,

That
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That the convention or committee of fafety of North-Carolina^,

be defired to employ immediately all the gun-fmiths in that colo-

ny, in the making of mufquets and bayonets of the iize, and in

the manner recommended by Cougrefs the 4th of this inft. No-
vember.

That two minifters of the gofpel be applied to, to go immediately

amongft the regulators and highlanders in the colony of North-

Carolina for the piirpofe of informing them of the nature of the

prefent difpute between Great-Britain and the Colonies ; that the

gentlemen to be employed be allowed 40 dollars a month for their

fervices ; and that the delegates of the faid colony be empowered

to apply to and procure perfons proper for this bulinefs.

That it be recommended to the convention or committee of

fafety of North-Carolina, in cafe the method of defending the faid

colony by minute men be inadequate to the purpofe, to fubftitutc

fuch other mode as to them fhall appear moft likely to effedl the

fecurity of that colony.

Agreeable to the order of the day the Congrefs. took into confi-

deration the report of the committee on the memorials of the tea-

holders, and the fame being debated.

On the queftion put to agree to it.

Carried in the negative.

The feveral matters to this day referred being pollponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

f
Wednesday, Nbvemhr 29, 1775.

A letter from general Schuyler by exprefs being received, was

read, containing an account of the continental troops under briga-

dier general Montgomery, having taken poffefiion of Montreal on

the I2thinilant.

The.committee, to whom was referred the petition of Down-
ham Newton, brought in their report, which was taken into con-

fideration, whereupon,

Refohedt That the faid Downham Newton be permitted to ex-

port on board his veflel on the terms propofed in his petition fuch

provifions of pork and flour as he (hall think proper.

The Congrefs took into confideration the report of the com-

mittee on the ftate of the treafury, and thereupon came to the

following refolution.

Refilved, That bills of credit be emitted by Congrefs to the a-

mount of three millions of dollars.

That the committee on the ilate on the treafury be directed to

confult the printer, and report the numbers and denominations of

the bills to be emitted, and that they cQB.trad for proper paper

for printing the faid bills.

The
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The committee appointed to prepare a letter to the agents

brought in the fame, which being read and debated was agreed to-

Orderedi That a fair copy be made, ligned and forwarded.

ReCohedy That a committee of five be appointed for the fole

purpofe of corrcfponding with our friends in Great-Britain, Ire-

land and other parts of the world, and that they lay their corrc-

fpondence before Congrefs when dire6led.

Refolved, That Congrefs will make provilion to defray all fuch. ^<^^*^
cxpences as may arife by carrying on fuch a correfpondence, and htr^^*'

for the payment of fuch agents as they may fend on this fervice.

The members chofen Mr. Harrlfon, Dr. Franklin, Mr. John-
fon, Mr. Dickinfon, and Mr. Jay.

The committee on the proclamations brought in their report,

which was read and ordered to lie on the table for the perufal of
the members.

The feveral matters to this day referred being pollponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, November 30, I775.

Refolvedy That the committee appointed to revife the journal of

laft feffion, be diredled to revife the journal of the prefent, in or-

der to Its being printed ; and that it be an inftruftion to the faid

committee, to examine whether it will yet be proper to publifh

any of thofe parts omitted in the journal of laft feffion.

Refolved, That Mr. Wythe be added to the faid committee, In

the room of Mr. J. Rutledge, who is abfent.

R-efolvedf That a committee of three be appointed to prepare

letters of thanks to the three general officers in the northern de-

partment for their fervices.

The members chofen, Mr. Wilfon, Mr. W. LIvingfton, and

Mr. Jay.

The Congrefs then refumed the confideration of general Wafh-
jngton's letter, and thereupon came to the following refolutiono.

Refolved, That the general be directed to fufpend the railing

the two battalions of marines out of his prefent army.

That the two battalions of marines be raifed independant of the

army already ordered for the fervice in Maffachufett's-Bay.

That no bounty be allowed to the army on re-inliftment.

Sundry letters from gen. Schuyler, W. Livingfton, Efq; and
the committee fent to the northward being received, were read.

Refolvedy That the farther confideration of the general's letter,

and the other matters to this day referred, be poftponed till to-

morrow.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Mm Friday,
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Friday, December i, 1775.

Tlie Congrefs refumed the confideration of the letter from ge-

neral Wafhington, whereupon,

Refolved, That the 500,000 dollars lately ordered, be forward-

ed with all pofiible expedition to general Wafhington, that he

may be enabled to pay fuch foldiers as will re-inlitl for the fuc-

ceeding year, their wages for the months of 06tober, November
and December, and alfo advance them one month's pay.

That the governments of New-England be informed of the re-

folution of Congrefs relative to the pay ordered to be made and ad-

vanced to the army, and be defired to promote the recruiting fer-

vice in the prefent army, as well as in their feveral colonies.

A letter from the committee of Frederick-Town, in Maryland,

was received and read, containing an account of their having ap-

prehended major Connolly and his alTociates, and deliring the ad-

vice of Congrefs with regard to the prifoners.

Refolved, That the faid letters with the papers inclofed be refer-

red to the delegates of Virginia.

Refolved, That the farther confideration of the general's letter,,

and the other matters to this day referred, be poflponed till to-

morrow.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, Decepiher 2, 1775.

A letter from the committee of Northampton in Virginia, with

fiiadry papers inclofed, was received and read.

Refolved, That the fame be referred to the committee on the

flate of Virginia.

Refolved, That Mr. Paca be added to that committee in the

room of Mr. Johnfon, who is abfent.

Refolved, That the naval committee be direfted to confer with

captain Stone, and engage him and his vefTel on the moft reafona-

ble terms in the fervice of the continent, for the purpofe of taking

or deflroying the cutters and armed vefTels in Chefapeak Bay,

under lord Dunmore.
' Refolved, That colonel Harrifon do immediately proceed to

Maryland, and be impowered with the delegates of that colony

or any one or more of them to take fuch meafures, as appear to

them mofl efFeftual to procure, with all pofTible difpatch, two or

three armed veffcls to cruize on, take or deflroy armed vefTels,

cutters, and fhips of war of the enemy, that maybe found in the

bay of Chefapeak, or coafls of Virginia and Maryland.

Whereas defigns are formed by certain miniflerial partizans in

the counties of Norfolk and Princefs-Ann, and fome other parts

of Virginia, on Chefapeak-Bay, under the influence of lord Dun-"

more, to contravene the non-exportation agreement, by export-

ing provifions and other produce of that country to the Well-
' '

*

India
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India iflands, and thereby injure the intereft and weaken the ef-

forts of the united colonies, in oppofing the prefent oppreffive

fyflem of the Britiih miniilry.

Refolved, That the faid armed veffels be authorifed and directed

to feizLe and detain until the further order of this Congrefs, all

fuch fhips and veffels as they may find employed in fuch exporta^

tions from the places aforefaid.

Refolved^ That the naval committee be direfted to employ the

armed floop, commanded by captain Abraham Whipple, of
Rhode- Ifland, now on a voyage to this port, and difpatch her
forthwith to aid the marine bufinefG to the fouthward.

That the faid committee be directed to prepare a proper com-
miffion for the captains or commanders of the Ihips of war in the
fervice of the United Colonies.

Refolved, That the colonel or commanding ofiicer of the batta^

lion novir in the barracks at Philadelphia, be ordered to keep a
rtv;ular guard over the fhips and llores belonging to the united co-

lonies, at or on the wharves, or in the (lores on the wharves of
Meffrs. Willing and Morris, and Mr, Cuthbert.

The aiTembly of New-Jerfey having by a refolution of their

Jiouie, accepted the refignation of two of their delegates, and
confirmed the other three, and by another refolution enlarged

their povv'er, the faid refolutions were laid before Congrefs and
read as follows.

" Nenxi-jerfey, Houfe ofAJfemhly ^ Noveviher 2 2, 1775.

The houfe taking into confideration the requeft of James Kin--

fey and John D. Hart, Efquires ; tv/o of the delegates appointed
by this houfe to attend the Continental Congrefs for leave to re-

fign their faid appointments

Refolved^ That the reafons given by thofe gentlemen for their

refignation appear to this houfe to be fatisfa6lory, and that their

refignation therefore be accepted, thereupon

Refolved^ That the three remaining delegates or any tw6 of
them reprefent the colony 4uring the prefent Continental Con*».

grefs.

Thurfday, Nove?nher 30, i^J^'

The houfe taking into confideration the inconvenience arifing

from requiring the attendance of two of the delegates to reprefent

the colony in the Continental Congrefs.

R.efolved, That any one of the three delegates appointed to atr

tend the Congrefs be, and fuch delegate is hereby fully authorized

t:o reprefent this colony during Congrefs.

A true Copy from the Votes,

RICHARD SMITH, elk, of afTembly." •

The
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The committee appointed to prepare the form of a commifllon

reported the fame, which was read and agreed to.

Ordered^ That three hundred copies be immediately printed

with proper blanks.

Application being made in behalf of captain Jenkins, for leave

to export a quantity of provifions to the illand of Nantucket, for

the internal confumption of its inhabitants, and it being reprefent-

€d that he had applied to the aflembly or general court of Maffa-

chufett's-Bay, and that the committee of Falmouth, to whom he

was by them referred, not having it in their power to furnifh the

provifions wanted, had recommended him to Congrefsto be fup-

plied with the fame at fome port in the middle or fouthern colonies.

Refolvedy That permiflion be granted to capt. Jenkins, to car-

ry the provifions fpecified in the certincate of the committee of

Falmouth, for the internal confumption of the inhabitants of

Nantucket, he firft taking an oath, and giving bond to the com-
mittee of infpeQiion and obfervation, for the city and liberties of

Philadelphia, to purfue their inftruftions in his voyage, and to

life his utmoft endeavours not to fall into the power of the cutters

or armed velTels of the enemy.

The committee -on the ftate of the treafury brought in a re-

|)ort, which was read, whereupon

Refolvedy That the number and denominations of the bills or-

dered to be emitted be as follows :

€3,334 of 8 dollars each.

^3'333 o^ 7 do.

^3'333 o^ 6 do-

^3»333 o^
5 do-

^3'334 of 4 do

^3^333 of 3 do.

^3 '3 3 3 of 2 do.

83'333 of I do.

Refohedy That the plates ufed in the laft cmiffion be ufed for

ftriking off and printing the above bills.

Refohedy That the gentlemen who fuperintended the prefs at the

laft emiflion, be impowered to fuperintend the printing thefe bills.

Refolvedi That the Committee on the ftate of the treafury be dl-

refted to enquire abc ut proper perfons.to fign and number faid bills,

and report to Congrefs.

The Congrefs refumed the confideration of the general's letter,

whereupon.

Refohed^ That the regiment of artillery confift of one colonel,

two lieutenant colonels, two majors and twelve companies.

That the general be informed that two gentlemen, namely, Tho-
mas Crafts, jun. and George Trott, Efquires, have been recom-

mended to Congrefs as proper perfons for field officers in faid re-

gimentj
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^iment, and tKat the general enquire into their cliaraciers and abi-

lities, and if upon enquiry he fhall judge them proper, and that the

appointment of them will occafion no difturbance or difgufc in the

-regiment, that he appoint them and acquaint Congrefs thereof.

Refohed, That it be an inflrudlion to the Committee appointed

to contra6l for fupplying the prifoners that Mr D. Franks, of this

.city, be permitted to fupply the troops, who are prifoners in thi

colony, with provifioiis and other neceiTaries at the expence of the

crown, and to fell his bills for fuch fums of money as are neceirar)"-

ibr that purpofe and that the faid Committee confer with Mr,
Franks, and enquire whether he will alfo undertake on the fame
-terras to fupply the prifoners in other colonies.

The Congrefs refumedtheconfideration of the report of.theCom-
jnittee of conference, whereupon,

Refolved, That it be recommended to the afTembly or general

court of the colony of Maffachuifett's-Bay, to ufe all the means in

their power, that the army before Bollon be fupplied with wood
and hay on the moft reafonable terms.

That in the new eilablifhment of the army the general officers be

not allowed regiments, nor the held officers companies.

That all perlons taken in arms qq board any prize be deemed
prifoners at the difpofal of the general, whether the prize be takeri

by veflels fitted out in the pay of the.continent or by others.

That fuch as are taken be treated as prifoners of war, but with
humanity, and be allowed the fame rations as the troops in the fer-

vice of the .continent; that the officers being in pay Ihould fupply
thejnfelves .with clo,aths, their bills to be taken.for the fame, that

the foldiers be furniflied as they now are.

That as the new army in Maflachufett's-Bay is calculated to op-
pofe the army at Bofton, it is not expefted that the genera,l fliould

detach any part of it to New-York or elfewhere, unlefs it appear to

liim neceffary fo to do for the common fafety.

That the troops in the new army be paid monthly.

That an exchange of prifoners will be proper, citizens for citizens

officers for officers of equal rank, and foldier for foldier.

That enfign MQl^nd be detained in the place where he now is, un-
til exchanged.

That this Congrefs approve the terms on which the artificers of

difFerent forts have been employed in the army; and that the ge-

neral go on upon the prefent agreement, as being the beft that can
probably be made.

That the general be diredledto pick out from each of the riiHe

companies fuch as are not markfmen, and difmifs them in fuch

manner as will be fafeft, with an allowance of pay to go home, if

they do not chufe to inlilt in other battalions, and in the mean time

^that all receive their pay.

That what artillery of different kinds can be fpared from New-
York
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York and Crown-Point, be procured and forwarded to the army
before Bofton.

That the Indians of St. Francis, Penobfcot, Stockbridge, and
St. John's, and other tribes may be called on in cafe of real necef-

lity, and that the giving them prefents is fiiitable and proper.

That a Committee of three be appointed to devife the befl mode
of having exprefles (perfons of character

)
pofted along the roads

at different diflances, for the purpofe of conveying early and fre-

quent intelligence.

The members chofen, Dr. Franklin, Mr. Lewis, and Mr. Deane.
That as much lead as can be fpared from the northern depart-

ment, and is wanted at the camp at Cambridge, be fent down from
Ticonderoga to Cambridge.

That the Congrefs approve the general's fitting out armed veffels

to intercept the enemies fupplies.

That when the army receives fuch fupplies of powder as to be

enabled to fpare fome to the country, that it be fold to them at a

reafonable price.

That the fecret Committee be directed to enquire what articles

are neceffary for the ufe of the army, and how they may be pro-

cured and report to Congrefs.

Orderedy That the refolutions pafied on the general's letters, and

on the report of the Committee of conference, and fuch other refo-

lutions as relate to the ellablifhment of the new army, not already

forwarded, be fent by exprefs to the general.

The Congrefs being informed that Mr. Eathan Allen, who was
taken prifoner near Montreal, is confined in irons on board a veffel

in the river St. Lawrence.

Refohed, That gen. Wafhington be direfted to apply to gen,

Howe on this matter, and defire that he may be exchanged.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poflponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday, December 4. 1775.

The Committee to whom the accounts from Maffachufett's-Bay

were referred, reported that for want of proper vouchers they were

not able to proceed on that bufinefs, and therefore defired to be

difcharged.

Refohed, That the faid Committee upon their requefl be dif-

charged.

Refelvcdy That the fum of forty thoufand dollars be advanced to

the colony of New-Hampfhire, on account of expences by them in-

curred, the faid colony to be accountable.

Refohed, That the fum of four hundred and forty three thoufand

three hundred and thirty three dollars, and one third of a dollar

be paid to the colony of MafTachufet'ts-Bay in part of their account,

the faid colony to be accountable.

"Refohedj
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Refolved, That the faid fums be paid out of the emiffion lafl: or-

dered by Congrefs.

The Committee on the fliate of Virginia to whom were referred'

the letters received on Saturday laft, brought in their report, which
was taken into confideration, whereupon,

Refolvedy That three companies of the battalion raifed in the co-

lony of Pennfylvania immediately march under the command of

lieut. colonel Irvine, into Northampton county in Virginia, for the

prote6lion of the AfTocIation in thofe parts, and for the defence

thereof againft the deiigna of the enemies of America.

Refolvedy That it be and it is hereby recommended to the inha-

bitants of the colony of Virginia, to refift to the utmoft the arbi-

trary government intended to be eilabiifhed therein, by their gover-

nor lord Dunmore, asmanifeftly appears by the whole tenor of hi&

lordfhips condu6l for fome months pall.

Whereas lord Dunmore by his proclamation lately publilhed,

has declared his intention to execute martial law, thereby tearing

up the foundations of civil authority and government within the

faid colony.

Refolvedy Therefore that if the Convention of Virginia fhall find

it necefiary to eftabllfii a form of government in that colony, it be

recommended to that Convention to call a full and free reprefentation

of the people, and thatth^ faid reprefentatives, if they think it ne-

celTary eflablifh fuch form of government as In their judgment will

beft produce the happlnefs of the people, and moft effectually fecure

peace and good order in the colony, during the continuance of

the prefent difpute between Great-Britain and the colonies.

Rejolvedy That the Committee on the flate of Virginia have leave

at their requeft, to fit again.

Refolved, That in the prefent fituation of affairs, it will be very

dangerous to the liberties and welfare of America, if any colony

(hould feparately petition the King or either houfe of parliament.

Refolvedy That a Committee of three be appointed to confer with

the affembly of New-Jerfey.

The members chofen, Mr. Dicklnfon, Mr. Wythe, and Mr. Jay.

Refolvedy That Carllile, in the colony of Pennfylvania, be alTign-

ed as well as the three towns of Reading, Lancafter, and York,^

for the reception of the prlfoners taken at St. John's.

Refdvedy That the prefident write to Mr. Knox, by the firil ex-

prefs to Albany and defire him, in cafe the fervices he is upon will

admit, to repair to the fortreffes on Hudfon's- River, in the high-

lands, infpeft the ftate of the works carrying on there, and the fi-

tuation of the places adjacent, and tranfmit an account thereof to

Congrefs.

The delegates of Maffachufctt's-Bay, laid before Congrefs a re-

folution ofthe general court of that colony pafied in November laft,

extending the commlffion of their delegates to the lall day of Janu-

ary, which was read. The
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The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, December 5, 1775.
Refolvedi That the naval Committee be inftruc^ed to engage the

feamen and marines to the firft ofJanuary 1777, unlefs fooner dif-

charged by Congrefs.

It being fuggefted that the refolution of Congrefs pafTed the 2d
inftant. relative to capt. Jenkins, viras grounded on a miftake with

regard to fafts,

Refolvedy That a committee of three be appointed to take the

matter into coniideration, enquire into fa£ts,and report to Congjrefs.

The members ehofen, Mr. J. Adams, Mr, Cufhing, and Mr.
M'Kean.
The Committee of claims applying for inftruftions, with regard

to fundry charges in the accounts laid before them from the colo-

ny of Rhode- Ifland.

Refolved, That the charge for purchasing and repairing arms be

not allowed.

That the expence of removing the ftock from Block-Ifland and

other places, in confequence of the requeft ofthe general be charg-

ed to the continent.

That the twelve cannon furniihed to the army in the camp at

Cambridge by the government of Rhode- Illand be allowed in

their accounts.

Refoived, Thcit the farther confiderationof this matter be deferred

till to-morrow.

Refolvedy That thofe who fupply the three companies ordered to ,

Northampton with arms, fhall either have the fame returned in

kind as foon as they can be procured, or their value paid for by

the United Colonies, the value ofwhich is to be dedu6led from the

pay of the foldiers.

A letter from lord Sterling, with fundry papers enclofed, was

laid before Congrefs and read.

Refolved^ That the naval Committee have liberty to purehafe

duck and fuch other articles as they may want for fitting out faid

veffels, and to enable them the better to perform this fervice, that

they be empowered to take to their aliftance the Committee of the

city and liberties of Philadelphia.

Refolvedy That the form of the bills ordered to be emitted be as

follows:

. CONTINENTAL CURRENCY.
No. Dollar

This bill entitles the bearer to receive

Spanifh milled dollars, or the value thereof in gold or filver, accor*

ding to a refolution of Congrefs paffed at Philadelphia, November

29, 1775.

Refohed. That each denomination or clafs of bills be numbered,

beginning
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begining with one, upwards, in ink of a different colour from the

laft emitted bills.

The Committee on re-captures, brought in their report, which

being read and debated, the Congrefs came to the following refo-

lution

Refolvedy That in cafes of re-captures, the re-captors have and

retain in lieu of falvage, one eighth part ofthe true value of the veffel

and cargo, or either ofthem, if the fame hath or have been in pof-

feffion of the enemy twenty-four hours ; one fifth part if more than

twenty-four hours, and lefs than forty-eight hours; one third part,

ifmore than forty-eight and lefs than ninety fix hours; and one half

if more than ninety-fiji hours, unlefs the veflel fhall, after the cap-

ture, have been legally condemned as a prize by fome court of ad-

miralty, in which cafe the re-captors to have the whole : in all which

cafes, the fhare detained or prize to be divided between the owners

of the fhip making the re-capture, the colony or the continent as

the cafe may be, and the captors, agreeable to a former refolution

RefcJvedi As the army to the northward is likely to be fupplied

with cloathing at Montreal, that the cloathing purchafed for the

faid army and fent to Albany, be forwarded by land to Mr. Mif-

flin, quarter-mafter-general, for the ufe of the army before Boflon,

The feveral matters to this day referred being poflponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, Decemler 6, 1775.

The Committee of claims reported, that there is due to Robert

jErvin, for waggon-hire, the fum of 355.7 dollars.

Ordered^ That the fame be paid.

Refolved^ That the three prifoners taken by capt. A. Whipple

in his paffage to Philadelphia, who are now on board his velfel, be

delivered to the Committee of fafety of the colony of Pennfylva-

nia, who are direfted to fecure them in fafe cullody, in fome goal

in faid colony.

A return being laid before Congrefs of the number of flints for

fale in the city of Philadelphia, amounting to upwards of 200,ooa.-^

Refohed, That the Committee of infpedion of the city and li-

berties of Philadelphia be defired to purchafe faid flints for the ufe

of the United Colonies, and that in making the purchafe, attenti-

on be paid to that part of the AlTociatlon agalnft ralfing the prices

of goods.

The Congrefs refumed the confideratlon of the inflruftions to

be given to the Committee of claims, and on the queftion put.

Refolved, That the charge for bounty In the account exhibited

by Rhode-Ifland agalnft the United Colonies be not allowed.

The committee, to whom the petition of Dougal M'Gregor
was referred, brought in their report, which being read was a-

greed to, as follows, viz*
^ N n Refohed,
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Refohed, That the circumftances flated in the fald petition will

not juftify a licence to export the lumber and naval ftores menti-

oned in the faid petition, contrary to the rules of the American

AflTociation.

Refolved, That if the faid Dougal M'Gregor will give bond with

fufficient fecurity in a penalty of double the value of the faid lum-

ber and naval ftores, to the prefident of the provincial council of

North-Carolina, with conditions that he will not carry the faid

cargo to Great-Britain, Ireland, Guernfey, Jerfcy, Sark, Alder-

ney, Man, or any European ifland or fettlement within the Brf-

tifh dominions, nor to the Britifh Weft-Indies; and that he fhall

within fix months after exporting the fame, import into Edintown,

Newbern, or Bogue inlet, in the colony of North-Carolina, and

there deliver to the commander of the Continental troops in the faid

colony fuch quantity of mufliets or gun-powder, as ftiall be equal

to the value of the faid lumber and naval ftores, the public intereft

requires that he be permitted to export the fame, and that a per-

mit for that purpofe figned by the faid prefident be given him on

his executing fuch bond as aforefaid.

The Congrefs refumed the confideration of the report of the

committee on proclamations, which being debated by paragraphs^

was agreed to as follows :

We the delegates of the thirteen United Colonies in North-

America, have taken into our moft ferious confideration, a procla-

mation ifiued from the court of St. James's on the twenty-third day

of Au^uft laft. The name of Majefty is ufed to give it a fantlion

and influence; and, on that account, it becomes a matter of im-

portance to wipe off, in the name of the people of thefe United

Colonies, the afperfions which it is calculated to throw upon our

caufe; and to prevent, as far as poffible, the undeferved punifh-

ments, which it is defigned to prepare for our friends* We are

accufed of '* forgetting the allegiance which we owe to the power

that has proteded and fuftained us." Why all this ambiguity and

obfcurity in what ought to be fo plain and obvious, as that he who
runs may read it ? What allegiance is it that we forget ? Allegi-

ance to parliament ? We never owed—we never owned it. Alle-

giance to our king ? Our words have ever avowed it, our conduct

has ever been confiftent with it. We condemn, and with arms in

our hands,—a refource which freemen will never part with,—we
oppofe the claim and exercife of unconftitutional powers, to which

. neither the crown or parliament were ever entitled. By the Britifh

yf§'C^* conftitution, our beft inheritance, rights, as well as duties, de-

fcend upon us : We cannot violate the latter by defending the

former: we ftiould a6l in diametrical oppofition to both, if we
permitted the claims ofthe Britifti parliament to be eftablifhed, and

the meafures purfued in confequence of thofe claims to be carried

into execution among us. Our fagacious anceftor* provided

mounda
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mounds agamft the innundation of tyranny and lawlefs power on
oae fide, as well as againilthat of failion and licentioufnefs on the
other. On which iide has the breach been made ? Is it objefted
againfl: us by the moft inveterate and the moft uncandid of our ene-

mies, that we have oppofed any of the jull prerogatives of the

crown, or any legal exertion of thofe prerogatives ? Why then are

we accufed of forgetting our allegiance ? we have performed our
duty : We have relifted in thofe cafes, in which the right to refifl is

ftipulated as exprefly on our part, as the right to govern Is, in

other cafes, ftipulated on the part of the crovvn. The breach of
allegiance is removed from our refiftance as far as tyranny Is re-

moved from legal government. It is alledged, that " we have pro-

ceeded to an open and avowed rebellion." In what does this re-

bellion con fill. It Is thus defcrlbed—" Arraying ourfelves in hof-

tile manner to withftand the execution of the law, and traiteroufly

preparing, ordering, and levying war againit the king." We
know of no laws binding on us, but fuch as have been tranfmitted

to us by our anceftors, and fuch as have been confented to by our-

felves or our reprefentatives elected for that purpofe. What laws,

ftampt with thefe chara6lers, have we withllood ? We have Indeed

defended them ; and we will rifque every thing, do every thing,

and fuffer every thing In their defence. To fupport our laws, and
our liberties eftabliflied by our laws, we have prepared, ordered, and
levied war. But is this traiteroufly, or agalnft the king ? We view

him as the;CQn{titutIon reprefents him. That tells us he can do no
wrong. The cruel and illegal attacks, which we oppofe, have no
foundation in the royal authority. We will not, on our part, lofe

the diftinftion between the king and his minillers : happy would
it have been for fome former prinqes, hjad it always "been preferved.

on the part of the crown.

Befides all this we obferve, on this part of the proclamation, that
" rebellion" Is a term undefined and unknown In the law; It might
have been expe6led that a proclamation, which by the Britifh

conflltution has i^-X)ther operation than merely that of enforcing

what is already law, would have had a known legal bafis to have

refted upon. A correfpondence between the inhabitants of Greats-

Britain and their brethren in America, produced, in better times,

much fatisfaftion to individuals, and much advantage to the pub-

lic. By what criterion fhall one, who is unwilling to break off

this correfpondence, and is, at the fame time, anxious not to ex-

pofe himfelf to the dreadful confequences threatened in this pro-

clamation—^by what criterion fhall he regulate his conduct ? He is

admonilhed not to carry on correfpondence with the perfons now
in rebellion In the colonies. How fliall he afcertain * who are In

r-ebelllon, and who are not.' He confults the law to learn the na-

ture of the fuppofed crime : the law is filent upon the fubjeft.

This, in a country where It has been often fald^ and formerly with

juftice,
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juftice, that the government is by law and not by men, might ren-

der him perfectly eafy. But proclamations have been fometimes

dangerous engines in the hands of thofe in power; information is

commanded to be given to one of the fecretaries of ftate of all per-

fons *' who fhall be found carrying on correfpondence with the

perfons in rebellion, in order to bring to condign punifliment the

authors, perpetrators, or abettors, of fuch dangerous defigns."

Let us fuppofe, for a moment, that fome perfons in the colonies

are in rebellion, and that thofe who carry on correfpondence with

them, might learn by fome rule, which Britons are bound to know,

how to dilcriminate them, does it follow that all correfpondence

with them deferves to be punifhed. It might have been intended

to apprize them of their danger, and to reclaim them from

their crimes. By what law does a correfpondence with a cri-

minal transfer or communicate his guilt? We know that thofe who
aid and adhere to the king's enemies, and thofe who correfpond

with them in order to enable them to carry their deligns into effefl,

are criminal in the eye of the law. But the law goes no farther.

Can proclamations, according to the principles of rcafon and juf-

tice, and the conftitution, go farther than the law ?

But, perhaps, the principles of reafon and juftice, and the con-

ftitution will not prevail : experience fuggefts to us the doubt. If

they ihould not, we muft refort to arguments drawn from a very

different fource. We therefore, in the name of the people of thefe

United Colonies, and by authority, according to the pureft max-

ims of reprefentation, derived from them, declare, that whatever

punifhment ihall be inflicted upon any perfons in the power of our

enemies for favouring, aiding, or abetting the caufe of American

liberty, fhall be retaliated in the fame kind and the fame degree

upon thofe in our power, who have favoured, aided, or abetted,

or fhall favour, aid, or abet the fyftem of minifterial opprellion.

The elTential difference between our caufe and that of our enemies,

might juflify a feveirer punifhment: the law of retaliation will, un-

queftionably warrant one equally fevere.

We mean not, however, by this declaration, to occafion or to

multiply punifliments : our fole view is to prevent them. In this

unhappy and unnatural controverfy, in which Britons fight againfl

Britons, and the defcendants of Britons, let the calamities imme-

diately incident to a civil war fuflice. We hope additions will not

from wantonnefs be made to them on one fide: we fhall regret the

neceflity, if laid under the neceffity, of making them on the other.

Ordered^ That the above be publifhed.

A memorial from colonel Bull was prefented to Congrefs and

read.

Refolvedy That the fame be taken into confideration on Friday

aext.

Refolved, That lieut. Feltham have leave to join the officers of

the
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tlic.26th regiment, and refide with them in the places defllned for

their reception.

Refolved, That major Prefton, and the officer with him, remain

in Philadelphia until farther orders from Congrefs.

Orderedt That the prefident inform major Prefton of this refolu-

lion.

A letter from general Wafhington, dated 28th November, being

received, was read.

Refolved, That the fame be taken into coniideration to morrovy

morning.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed.

, Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, Decemher 7, 1775.

The Congrefs being informed that the women and children ta-

!k;en at St. John's, with the baggage, were arrived.

Refolved, That it be recommended to the Committee of fafety of

the colony of Pennfylvania, to have them removed in the cheapeft

manner, at the expence of the United Colonies, to the places af-

iigned them.

Refolvedy That lieut. George Cuppaidge of the 26th regiment,

be permitted to go to New-York for a week upon his parole, that

he will neither fpeak nor write to any perfon upon any political

fubjeft, or give any intelligence whatfoever upon fuch topics, and

will return to Philadelphia at the end of the week.

A letter from lord Sterling, dated the 6th, was received and read.

The Congrefs taking into confideratlon the general's letter of

the 28th ult, came to the following refolutions :

Whereas doubts may arife refpefting the true intent and con-

ftru6lion of a certain refolutlon of Congrefs, paffed the 4th day of

November laft, empowering the general. In cafe the neceflity of

the fervice (hould require It, to call forth the minute-men and mi-

litia of the New-England colonies.

Refolved, That the fald refolutlon fhall not extend or be con-

ftrued to authorife the general to call forth the fald minute-men or

militia, without having applied to and obtained the confent of thofe

officers, in whom the executive powers of government in thofe co-

lonies may be vefted.

Refolved, That the prefident w;rite letters to the council of Maf-
fachufett's-Bay, the Convention of New-Hampfhire, and the go-

vernors of Rhode- Ifland and Conneftlcut, acquainting them with
the prefent ftate of the army, and inclofmg copies of the refoluti-

ons of this Congrefs, relative to the general's being empowered to

call forth the militia of thofe governments, on any emergency, and
requefting thofe colonies to exert themfelves In defence of our com-
mon liberties, by affording the general all the aid in their power,

and
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and comply with his requcft for the affiftance of the mih'tia when-
ever he may find it neceflary to apply for it.

A letter from general Schuyler of the 2 2d of November, toge-
ther vpith a copy of a letter from general Montgomery of the lyth,

and one from colonel Arnold of the 14th of the fame month,
being received were read

.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poflponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, December Sy I'j'j^.

The committee to whom the petition of captain Jenkins, was
referred, brought in their report, which was read.

The committee to v»hom the letter from the committee of fn-

fpeftion of the county of Frederic, in Maryland, relative to Al-

len Cameron, John Smith, and John Connolly, with the papers

cnclofed was referred, brought in their report, which being ta-

ken into confideratlon.

Refelvedf That the faid Allen Cameron, John Smith, and

John Connolly, be confined in prifon at Philadelphia at the conti-

nental expence, until the further order of Congrefs.

Ordered, That the prefident tranfmit a copy of the above refo-

lution to the committee of Frederic, and defire them in purfuancc

thereof to fend the prifoners under guard to Philadelphia.

Refohedy That the petition of Jonathan Hudfon, be referred to

a committee of three.

The members chofen, Mr. JefTerfon, Mr. Penn, and Mr. R,

Morris.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the letters from lord

Stirling came to the following refolutions.

Refolvedy That Mr. Thomas Lovv^ry be appointed to fupply the

battalions raifed in New-Jerfey, with the rations and other necef-

farles allowed them i.^^ of a dollar per ration.

Refolvedy That Mr. Crane be direded to give Mr. Lowry pro-

per orders for fecuring for the ufe of the battalions raifed in New-

Jerfey, the blankets in the barracks of that colony.

Refohedi That the companies of the two battalions raifed in

New-Jerfey not already ordered to the fort on Hudfon's river in

the highlands in the colony of New-York, be and they are here-

by ordered to march as foon as they can be furnifhed with bar-

rack neceflaries and arms to the city of New-York and there remain

till further orders ; and that four of the companies ordered to the

fort in the highlands be likewife ftationed in the city of New-

York till barracks can be fitted up for them in that fort.

Refohed, That a furgeon be allowed to each battalion in the

fervice of the united colonies 5 and that his pay be 25 dollars per

calendar month.
Whereupon
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Whereupon William Barnet. jun. was elefted furgeon to lord

Stirling's, or the firft battalion raifcd in New-Jerfey.

Refolved, That a (landing committee compofed of a member
from each colony, be appointed to receive the applications, and

examine into the qualifications of the feveral perfons, who apply

for offices in the American army, and report to Congrefs.

The members are, Mr. Bartlett, Mr. S. Adams, Mr. Ward,
Mr. Dyer, Mr. Jay, Mr. W. Livingfton, Mr. Allen, Mr,

Rodney, Mr. F. L. Lee, Mr. Penn, and Mr. Lynch.

Refohed, That the part of lord Sterling's letter, which refpedls

the arrefting and imprifoning foldiers for fmall fums,, be referred

to a committee of three.

The members chofen, Mr. Jay, Mr. Wilfon, and Mr. W.
Livingfton.

Refolved, That Mr. Bedford, the deputy mufter-mafter gene-

ral who is now in town, be dire6:ed to mutter the battalion raifed

in Pennfylvania, and make return to Congrefs as foon as poffible.

The committee on eftablilhing expreltes, brought in their re-

port, which was read.

Ordered, That the letter from general Schuyler, with the en-

clofed letters from general Montgomery and colonel Arnold, be

published.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being farther poft-

po.ned.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, December 9. 1775.

Refolved, That the committee appointed to fit out armed veffelsj

ho. empowered to employ the following officers, and that their

-pay be as follows, viz.

Midfhipman 12 dollars per calendar month.

Armourer 15 do. do.

Sailmaker 12 do. do«

Yeoman 9 do. do.

Quarter-matter 9 do. do.

Quarter-gunner 8 do. do.

Cook 12 do. do.

Coxfwain 9 do. do.

Pilot according to the ufual rates ; when abfolutely ncceflary,

-tlie commander to give fuch farther gratuity as may be neceffary

for the good of the feryice.

Refolved, That an order iffue for raifing four battalions more in

the colony of Pennfylvania on the fame terms as the one already

raifed.

Refolved, That a like order iffue for raifing one battalion in the

lower counties on Delaware, on the fame terms as thofe ordered

to be raifed in Pennfylvania.

The
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The Congrcfs took into confideration the letters from general

Schuyler, from the nth of November inclufive, and thereupon

came to the following refolutions.

Refohed, That the orders given to general Montgomery to

purchafe cloathing at Montreal for the troops under his command,
be and are approved.

Refohed^ That the ofRcers, who are prifoners, be allowed to

fell their bills for their fubfiftance.

Refohedi That major Prefton, capt. Kinnear, capt. Goodwin,
and major Stopford, pay to the continental treafurers the fums
advanced them by general Schuyler, and that general Schuyler

be informed of this refolution, and defired to fend their obliga-

tions to the treafurers.

Refolvedy That general Montgomery be appointed a major-

general in the army of the united colonies.

Refohedt That the fum of i66 dollars per month be allowed to

the commander for the time being in the province of Canada,

and refiding there for the expence of his table, over and above the

pay, to which he may be entitled by his commiflion.

Refolvedi That the feveral other matters in general Schuyler's

letters, and the enclofed papers, except what relates to Mr.
Phelps, be referred to a committee of three, who are to take the

fame into confideration and report thereon to Congrefs.

The members chofen, Mr. Dickinfon, Mr. M*Kean, and Mr.
Wythe.

Refohed, That the fum of 3000 dollars be advanced to Carpen-

ter Wharton, who has contrafted to fupply the battalion raifed in

Pennfylvania at 7.90 of a dollar per ration, the fame to be paid him
on his figning the contradl, and giving fecurity for the perfor-

mance thereof.

The committee of claims reported, that there is due to Willi-

am Chew for riding exprefs to the falt-petre rock in Virginia,

and bringing famples of the mineral, the fum of 84.3 dollars.

Ordered, That the above be paid.

Col. Dyer produced an account, amounting to 1956 dollars

for medicines bought and forwarded to the camp at Cambridge.

Refohed, That an order be drawn on the treafurers in his favour

for that fum.

The commiflioners for Indian affairs in the middle department,

laid before Congrefs the minutes of their proceedings.

Ordered, That the fame be referred to Wednefday next.

Refohed, That Monday next be affigned for taking into confix

deration the inftruclions to the delegates of Rhode-Ifland.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday.

Monday,
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Monday, Decemher 11, i775»

A letter ffom gen. Wafhington, dated 30th of November
"being received, w^as read, together with an invoice of ftores on
board the Nancy tranfport, taken by the fchooner Lee, captain

Manley, alfo a letter from the Convention of New-York, dated

7th inftant.

The committee to whom that part of lord Stirling's letter, re-

fpe6ling the arrefting and imprifoning foldiers for fmail fums was
referred, brought in their report.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congrefs took into

confideration the inftrudlions given to the delegates of Rhode-
liland, and after debate thereon,

Refolvedt That a committee be appointed to devife ways and.

means for furnifhing thefe colonies with a naval armament, and
report with all convenient fpeed.

Refohed, That the committee con fill of a member from each

colony, viz. Mr. Bartlett, Mr. S. Adams, Mr. Hopkins, Mr.
Deane, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Crane, Mr. Morris, Mr. Read, Mr.
Paca, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Hewes, and Mr. Gadfden.

The Congrefs then took into confideration the report of the

committee on the petition of Thomas Jenkins, of the ifland of

Nantucket, for licence to fell his cargo of oil in this city, and to

purchafe a cargo of proviiions andfuel for the necelfary ufe of the

inhabitants of faid ifland, and the fame was agreed to as follows :
'

Refolved, That the vigilance and zeal of the committee of the-

city and liberties of Philadelphia, in preventing the faid Jenkins's

cargo from being fold contrary to the refolutions of Congrefs is

highly approved.

Refclvedy That it appears to this Congrefs, that the Inhabi-

tants of faid ifland are at prefent in great diltrefs for want of the

neceffaries of life.

Refohedy That humanity requires that fome fpeedy meafures be

taken by the Congrefs, to enable the faid inhabitants to fupply

themfelves with necelfary fuel and proviiions.

Refohedy That the fele6l-men of the town of Sherbourne, in

Nantucket, prepare an eftimate of the quantity of fuel and provi-

fions neceflary for the ufe of faid inhabitants, and lay it before

three or more juftices of the peace, for the county of Barnftable,

in the colony of Maflachufett's-Bay, attefted by the oath or affir-

mation of the faid fele6l-men ; and that the faid juftices be em-

powered to grant licences under their hands to any mafter or owner

of veffels in the faid ifland, to import fuel and provifions from the

colonies of Maflachufett's-Bay, Rhode- Ifland, Connefticut,

New-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, lower counties on Dela-

ware, or Maryland, not exceeding the quantities fpecified in faid

eftimate.
"" O o Rcfjhed,
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Refolvedi Whereas it appears that the faid inhabitants are in im-

mediate danger of fufFering for want of the neceffaries of life, that

the faid capt. Jenkins be permitted, under the infpe6lion of the.

Committee of the city and liberties of Philadelphia, to unload and

fell his prefent cargo, and to purchafe a cargo of fuel and provi-

iions, provided he fhall firft make oath or affirmation before a ma-
giftrate, and give bond, that the fame is, bona fide^ intended for

the internal confumption of the faid inhabitants, and that he will

ufe his utmoft endeavours, that it fhall not fall into the hands of the

enemies of the United Colonies.

The Committee to whom the petition of Jonathan Hudfon was

referred, reported their opinion in certain refolutions, which be-

ing read, were agreed to, as follows

;

Refohedi That fo much of the faid petition as prays for per-

mlffion to export his cargo to any place, other than the iflands of

Great-Britain, Ireland, Jerfey, Guernfey, Sark, Alderney, or

Man, or the "Weft- India iflands, is reafonable.

Rejohedy That fo much of the faid petition as prays for farther

permifiion is unreafonable.

Refohedy That the faid petitioner givt bond, with fufficient fe-

curity, to the chairman of the Committee of the town of Balti-

more, under a penalty of double the value of faid cargo, to e xport

the faid carp-o to fome place other than the iflands of Great-Bri-

tain, Ireland, Jerfey, Guernfey, Sark, Alderney, Mann, and

the iflands of the Weft-Indies ; and within fix months after the faid

exportation, to produce to the faid chairman a certificate of the

port, to v/hich the faid cargo fhall have been* fhipped, authenti-

cated under the hands of two merchants of known charafters and

reputation, refiding in the fame port ; and that on executing fuch

bond, the faid chairman fign a permit to the faid petitioner, al-

lowinp- him to export the faid cargo.

The Conp-refs refiiming the fubje<3: of emitting bills of credit.

Refolved, That the following gentlemen be appointed to fign and

number the bills ordered to be admitted, viz. Samuel Morris, Fre-

derick Kuhl, Stephen Collins, Nicholas Garrifon, Matthew Clark-

fon, Samuel C. Morris, Thomas Barclay, Anthony Morris, jun,

James Wharton, Benjamin Fuller, Joel Evans, Andrew Bunner,

John Meafe, Thomas Coombe, John Bayard, Robert Tucknifs,

Ifaac Kazlehurft, Thomas Morris, Samuel Caldwell, John Pur-

viance, Mordecai Lewis, George Campbell, Jofeph Parker, Da-

niel Clymer, Jofeph Watkins, jun. John Shee, Phineas Bond,

Jam.es Read, Robert Roberts, John Ord, Ifaac Howell, William

V/cbb, Jonathan B. Smith, Cornelius Barnes, Thomas Smith, and

Wi'iliarn Crifpin.

Refolved, That each bill be fjgned and numbered by two of the

fore^'oins: occntlemen.

A petition from Mr. Phelps was prcfentcd and read.

Ordered^
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Ordered^ That the fame be taken into confideration to-morrow.

The Committee appointed to examine the qualifications of per-

fons applying for offices, i^c. reported Dr. Boyd as proper for the

office of furgeon to the battalion ralfed in Pennfylvania, and Mr.
Patterfon adjutant, whereupon

Dn Boyd was unanimoufiy elefted.

A petition from David Beverldge, being laid before Congrefs

and read.

Refohedi That the fame be referred to a committee of three.

The members chofen, Mr. Jay, Mr. Read, and Mr. Jefferfon.

Refohed, That an order be drawn on the treafurers for the fum
of 3000 dollars, in favour of the Committee of correfpondence.

Refolvedy That to-morrow be affigned to take into confideration

the report of the Committee of conference refpeftlng Boflon,

A letter from the commiffioners for Indian affairs in the fouthern

department, enclofing fundry papers, was received and read.

The Committee on the credit of paper currency, brought in

their report.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poftponed*

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, Decemler 12, 1775.

Refolved., That the intercepted letters of Brooke Watfon, and

the invoice of the cargo on board the brig Nancy tranfport, taken

by the fchooner Lee, captain Manly, be publiflied.

Sundry letters relative to a cargo of molaffes, taken out of the

brig Nancy ; alfo a letter from the committee of Trenton, enclofing

a parole figned by the officers there, were laid before Congrefs and
read.

The committee appointed to prepare letters of thanks to the

three general officers in the northern army, reported draughts,

which being read and approved.

Ordered^ That they be figned by the prefident and tranfmitted.

The Committee on general Schuyler's letters brought in their

report, which was read.

Refolved^ That the allowance for a table, made to the comman*
der for the time being In Canada, be granted tcygen. Montgomery
from the time he entered Canada.

Refohedy That this Congrefs will make a prefent of a fword of
the value of one hundred dollars, to captain Henry B. Livlngilon,

as a teftimony of their fenfe of his fervice to this country, and that

they will embrace the firft opportunity of promoting him in the
army.

Refolved, That the fum of 120,000 dollars be advanced to the

colony of Rhode-Ifland, in part of their account againft the Unit-
ed Colonies, to be paid out of the emiffion l^ft ordered, the fald

.colony to be accountable for the fame.

Agreeably
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Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congrefs took into con-
fideration the report ofthe Committee of conference, and after de-
bate.

Refolvsd, That the Congrefs will to-morrow refolve itfelf into a

Committee of the whole to take this matter into farther confidera-

tion.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poflponed.
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, December 13, 1775.

A letter from general Wafhington of the 4th inftant, cnclofmg
fundry papers, being received was read.

The Committee appointed to devife ways and means for fitting

out a naval armam.ent, brought in their report, which being read

and debated was agreed to, as follows :

That five fhips of 32 guns, five of 28 guns, three of 24 guns,

making in the whole thirteen, can be fitted for the fea probably by
the laft of March next, viz. in New-Hampflriire one, in MafTa-

chuffetts-Bay two, in Connedicut one, in Rhode- Ifland two, in

New-York two, in Pennfylvania four, and in Maryland one.

That the coft of thefe ihips, fo fitted, will not be more than

66j666| dollars each, on an average, allowing two compleat
fuits of fails for each fhip, equal in the whole to ^66^666^ dol-

lars.

That the materials for fitting them may be all furnifhed in thefe

colonies, except the articles of canvas and gun-powder ; and that

therefore it will be proper the Congrefs dire*^ the moll fpeedy

and efi'ectual means of importing the faid articles of canvas and
powder ; that of the former 7500 pieces will be wanted, and that

of the latter one hundred tons.

Refohedy That a committee be appointed with full powers to

carry the faid report into execution with all poflible expMition,

(except what relates to canvas and powder) at the expence of the

United Colonies.

Refolved, That the appointment of this committee be deferred

till to-morrow.

Refohed, That it be an inftruAIon to the Secret Committee to

embrace the beft and earlieft opportunities to procure the quantity

of duck and powder in the above report.

Mr. Willing, one of the Secret Committee, defiring to be _ex-

cufedon account of his living out of town, which rendered it im-

praaicable for him to attend the committee, which ufually meets

in the evening.

Refilvcdy That he be excufed, and that another be eledled in his

Yoom.
The member chofen, Mr. R. Morris.

Refolvcd, That when this Congrefs Ihall adjourn, it will be ne-

ceffary
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t:ej[rary to appoint a Committee to fit during the adjournment, for

the purpofe of fuperintending the treafury, carrying on neceffary

correfpondence, and fuch other fervices as (hall be directed by
Congrefs.

Refolved, That a committee of five be appointed to confider and

prepare inftruftions for the Committee above mentioned.

The members chofen, Mr. JefFerfon, Mr. Hooper, Dr. Franklin,

Mr. Jay, and Mr. Deane.

Refohed^ That the Committee appointed to fit out armed vzi-jTc^^

fels, be authorifed to give able bodied feaman, that m.ay be will-

ing to enter on board the fhips ofwar of the United Colonies, eight

dollars per calendar month.

Information being given that fundry perfons in this city have

lately fold tea.

Refolvedf That the confideration of this matter be referred to

Friday next.

The feveral matters to this day referred being poflponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, December 14, 1775.

Refolved, That on the meeting of Congrefs, half an hour every

morning be employed in reading the corrected copy of the journal,

till the whole is gone through.

Refolvedi That every morning the minutes of the preceding day
be read, before the Congrefs enter on new bufmefs.

Refohedy That the corre6led journal, after being read, be tranf-

cribed, and fent to the prefs.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congrefs proceeded to

the appointment of a committee to carry into execution the refolu-

tions of Congrefs for fitting out a naval armament.

Refolved, That the faid Committee confiil of a member from

each colony.

Refohed, That the choice be by ballot. /.

The members chofen, Mr. Bartlett, Mr. Hancock, Mr. Ho^-JvOi^
kins, Mr. Deane, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Crane, Mr. R. Morris, Mr.
Read, Mr. Chafe, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Hewes, Mr. Gadfden,

and Mr, Houfton.

Congrefs took into confideration general Wafhington's letter of

the 4th, whereupon

Refolved, That the fecond refolution in the report of the com-
mittee on the general's letter relative to tranfports be recommitted.

Refolvedy That lieutenant Hay of the 7th regiment, who is now
a prifoner, have liberty to return to Great-Britain on his parole

not to take up arms againil America during the prelent conteft be-

tween Great-Britain and thefe colonies.

A petition from Peter Berlon was prefented to Congrefs and

read.

Refohed,
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Refolved^ That the faid petition, with the papers accompanying
it, be referred to a committee of three.

The members chofen, Mr. E. Rutledge, Mr. Lynch, and Mr.
Smith.

The feveral matters to this day referred being further poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, Dece?nber 15, 1775.

Information being given to Congrefs, that capt. Motte, who
had the charge of conducing the prifoners to Reading, and other

towns in Pennfylvania, having performed that fervice, was return-

ed to this city.

Refohedy That the committee appointed to diftribnte the pri-

foners, confer with capt. Motte, and report to Congrefs.

Refolvedy That the Committee of fafety for the colony of Penn-

fylvania, be requelled to recomm.end proper perfons for field offi-

cers of the four battalions to be raifed in the faid colony.

Refolvedi That the faid Committee appoint proper perfons for

officers in the faid battalions, under the rank of majors.

Refolved, That fimiJar orders be given to the Committee of fafe-^

ty of the lower counties on Delaware, for recommending field

officers, and appointing inferior officers, for the battalion to be

raifed in that colony.

Refolved,T\\dit Meflrs. George Meade and company, merchants

of the city of Philadelphia, be permitted to export from the colo-

ny of Virginia, fo much of the produce of that country, as (hall

be equal in value to any quantity of fait, not exceeding fix thou-

fand bufhels, which they fhall carry and fafely deliver there to the

Committee of fafety or their order, who are empowered to regulate

the prices of the faid produce and fait; and that the faid George

Meade and company, having given to the delegates of the faid

colony in this city bond with fufficient fecurity, under a penalty

of double the value of the faid fait, that they will not carry any

produce of the faid colony, which they may receive in return for

their fait, to the iflands of Great-Britain, Ireland, Jerfey, Guern-

sey, Sark, Alderney, or Man, or to the Weft-India iflands, and

producing to the Committee of fafety of the faid colony a certifi-

cate thereof, figned by the faid delegates here, fhall have a permit

under the hand of the chairman of the faid Committee of fafety to

export the faid produce, the faid permit being to be endorfed on,

.or annexed to a manifcft of the cargo exported.

The committee appointed to prepare inftruftions for the com-

jnittce who are to fit during the recefs of Congrefs, brought in their

report, which was read.

The Committee of claims reported that there is due,

To Robert Erwin, waggon-mailer, for the carriage ofcloathing

to Dobb's ferry, the fum of 40 dollars.
- ' To



To Philip Livlngfton, Efq. for printing, <bc. the fum of 56.2
dollars.

To fundries, for provifions, <bc. furnifhed to feveral companies

of riffle-men, the fum of 2 12 dollars, to be paid to Henry Wifner^

Efq.

To the Committee of obfervation at Prince Town, for fundry

expences, and for provifions furnifhed feveral riffle companies, the

fum of 74.3 dollars, to be paid to Thomas Higgins.

Ordered, That the faid accounts be paid.

The' Committee to whom the fecond refolution in the report, re-

lative to tranfports, was recommitted, brought in their report^

which was read.

The feveral matters to this day referred, bring further poftponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, Decejuler 16, 177^:

A letter from gen. Wafhington of the 7th being received, was

read.

A letter from the Convention of New-York of the 9th being laid

before Congrefs and read.

Ordered^ That this be referred to the Committee on the credit of

the Continental currency.

Refolvedy That the Committee appointed to carry into execution

the refolutions of Congrefs relative to a naval armament, be empow-
ered to draw on the treafurers from time to time for any fums, not

exceeding 500,000 dollars, for carrying faid refolutions into exe-

cution.

Refohed, That the delegates of Virginia and Maryland, be a

Committee to prepare inilruftions for Colonel Irvine.

The Committee appointed to confer with capt. Motte, brought

in a report, which was read.

The Committee ofclaimiS reported,that there is due to JofiahFef-

fenden, for riding exprefs three times to the camp at Cambridge,

and once to Rhode-Ifland, and for expences and horfe hire, a bal-

lance amounting to 126 dollars.

To Daniel King, for 36 days hire of a fulky for faid J. FefTen-

den, the fum of 18 dollars.

Ordered, That the fame be paid.

Capt "White Eyes, a Delaware chief, who came down with the

commiffioners for Indian affairs in the middle department, being

introduced to Congrefs, the preiident addrefled him in the follow-

ing manner.
" Brother Captai?i White Eyes.

We are glad to fee you, and we bid you welcome to this council

fire kindled for all the United Colonies.

We have heard of your friendfhip for your brethren, the white

people, aud how'ufeful you have been in preferving peace and har-

mony
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mcny between your nation and us, and we thank you for thofe

fervices.

We arepleafed that the Delawares Intend to embrace chrlftianity,

we will fend you, according to your defire, a minifter and a fchool

mailer to inftru6l you in the principles of religion, and other parts

of ufeful knowledge.

We fliall be happy in improving every opportunity that fliall offer

for convincing your nation, and all other nations of Indians, of

our friendly difpofition towards them.

Before you leave this city we will give you fome particular tefli-

mony of our regard for you."

The Congrefs taking iuto confideratlon the report of the Com-
mittee, who conferred vrith capt. Mottc.

Upon motion made, Refolvedy That the officers be diftributed

in fuch places as are mod agreeable to themfelves, obferving always

the former refolutions of Congrefs on this fubje6l, and that the offi-

cers and privates be not ftationed in the fame places, until the far-

ther orders of Congrefs.

Refohedy That a Committee of three be appointed to confer

with major Prefton, and with him fix on an agent to negociate his

bills; and with the money arifing from the fale of faid bills, to fup-

ply the prifoners taken at St. John's, with cloathing and other nc-

cefTarles.

The members chofen, Mr. M'Kean, Mr. R. H. Lee, and Mr.

S.Adams.
Refolved, That the privates who are prifoners, and have been

left by capt. Motte at Lancafter, be allowed to remain in that place

till the further orders of Congrefs.

Refohed, That a fum not exceeding 80 dollars be paid to capt.

Motte, being fo much advanced and paid by him for neceffaries to

his men in conducing the prifoners.

Refohed, That the diftribution of the prifoners made by capt.

Motte be approved.

Refohed, That it be a ftanding rule of Congrefs, that no perfon

be allowed to make any motion after 12 o'clock, without fpecial

leave, until the orders of the dayare either determined or put off to

another day.

A petition from fundry merchants of Philadelphia, was prefented

and read.

Refohed, That the fame be referred to a Committee of three.

The members chofen, Mr. Morris, Mr, JefFerfon, and Mr. Hoo-

per.

The Committee to whom the petition of Mr. Beveridge was re-

ferred, brought in their report which was read.

Ordered, to lie on the table.

The fevtral matters to this day referred being poflponed.

AdiGurned to ten o'clock on Monday.
Monday,
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Monday, December 18, 1775,

The Committee appointed to confer with major Prefton, report-

ed their proceedings, and that they had not yet come to a conclufi-

on with him on the matter given them in charge,

Refolvedt That major Prefton have leave to ^o with capt. Motte
to Lancafter, and to remain there ten days, if he chufe to tarry

fo long.

Refolved^ That a copy of the refolutions of Congrefs relative to

the difpofal of the prifoners, and of the parole to be figned by the

officers, be fent to the Committee of infpeftion of JLancafter; and
that an order Iffue to the faid Committee to take the parole of the

officers there, and tranfmit the fame to Congrefs.

Refolved) That an order be drawn on the treafurers in favour of

capt. Edv^ard Motte, for the farther fum of 80 dollars, he to be

accountable for the fame.

Sundry affidavits from Wyoming relative to diflurbances there,

between the people of Conne6licut and Pennfylvania, being laid be-

fore the Congrefs and read;

After debate, Refolved^ That the confideration of this matter be
referred till to-morrow.

Letters from gen. Schuyler, with fundry letters and papers en-

clofed being received, were read.

Refolved, That the fame be referred to a Committee of three.

The members chofen, Mr. Hooper, Mr. M'Kean, and Mr. Jef-

ferfon.

The fundry matters to this day referred, being poUponed.
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, Decemher l<^, i*]']^,

Refolved, That the Committee of fafety of Pennfylvania be rc^

quelled to fupply the armed veffels, which are nearly ready to fail*

with four tons of gun powder, at the continental expence.

That the faid Committee be requefted to procure and lend the
faid veffels as many flands offmall arms as they can fpare, not ex-

ceeding 400, to be repaid by the Congrefs either in kind or value,

as the Committee may defirc.

That if the powder & arms that may be fupplied and lent to the

continent for the ufe of the faid armed veffels fhall not be replaced

on or before the firfl day of February next, the Congrefs engages
that their whole influence and authority fhall then be exerted im-
mediately, to replace the fame by procuring powder and arms fronx

fome other part of the continent.

Refolved, That if the powder fupplied and lent to the continent

by the city of New-York fhall not be replaced on or before the lirfl

of February next, the Congrefs engages that their whole influence

and authority fhall then be exerted immediately to replace the fame
by providing powder from fome other part of the continent.

P p Agreeable
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Agreeable to the order of the day the Congrefs refumed the con-

fideration of the general's letter, and the report of the Committee
on the fecond refolution in :!ieir former report, which was recom-
mitted, and thereupon came to the following refolution

:

Rejohed, That all tranfport velTels in the fame fervice having on
board any troops, arms ammunition, cloathing, provifions, mili-

tary, or naval ftores of what kind foever, and all veffels to whom-
foever belonging that Ihall be employed in carrying provifions or
other necefiaries to the Britifh army or armies, or navy, that now
are or (hall hereafter be within any of the United Colonies, or any
goods, wares, or merchandizes, for the ufe of fuch fleet and army
fhall be liable to feizure, and vnth their cargoes fhall be confifcated.

The Committee on the qualifications of officers applying, &c
brought in a report, v.hich was read.

Orderedy to lie on the table.

The Committee on the ftate of Virginia, brought in their report

which being read.

Ordered, to lie on the table.

A letter from gen. Walhington being received, was read.

The feveral matters to this day referred, being pollponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrov/.

Wednesday, Decemler, 20, 1775.

TheCommittee of claims report, that there is due to fundry per-

fons for necefiaries furnifhed to the riifle companies in Virginia, the

fum of 640.5 dollars, and that the fame ought to be paid to Tho-
mas Rutherford.

To Rebecca P.eynolds for horfe hire, the fum of 6.9 dollars, and
the fame ought to be paid to Henry Wifner, Efq.

Ordered, That the above be paid.

Refolved, That orders be drawn on the treafurers, in favour of
the reverend Mr, Elihu Spencer, and the reverend Mr. Alexander
M'whorter, who have undertaken to go to North-Carolina for the

fum of T20 dollars each, being three months advance they to be ac-

countable.

The Congrefs took into confideration the report of the Commit-
tee on the petition of David Beveridge, which was agreed to

;

whereupon,

Refolvcdy That the faid petition is unreafonable ; Re/ohed, never-

thelefs, that for the more fpeedy arming thefe Colonies the faid

David Beveridge be permitted to export a car^o of the produce of
America (live (lock and lumber excepted) to any part of the world
except Great-Britain,the Britifh lTlands,Ireland,or the Britifh Weft
Indies, on his onivinfr bond v/xtli fufficient fecuritv in double the a-

mount of the faid cargo to the chairman of the Committee of infpec-

tion of thecity and liberties of Philadelphia,or to fuch perfons as the

faid Committee fhall appoint, that he will import into thefe Colonies

by the "rfl day of June next, the amount of the proeeeds of the

faid
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faid cargo, in arms, ammunition, or falt-petre, and fliall difpofe

of the fame to the Congrefs for the ufe of the United Colonies, at

fuch reafonable prices, as by the Committee of infpeftion of the

place in which the veffel Ihall arrive ihall be afcertained and deter-

mined.

The Congrefs refumed the confideration of the general's letters,

and thereupon came to the following refolution

:

Refokwd, That the feveral veffels heretofore taken and carried in-

to Maffachufett's-Bay by the armed veffels in the fervice of the U-
nited Colonies, be proceeded againft by the rules of the law of na-

tions, and libelled in the courts of admiralty erefted in faid colony.

The Congrefs taking into confideration the difpute between the

people of Pennfylvania and Conne6licut, on the waters of Suf-

^uehannah, came to the following refolution.

Whereas a difpute fubfifls between fome of the inhabitants of the

4:olony of Connefticut, fettled under the claim of the faid colony,

on the lands near Wyoming, on the Sufquehannah river, and in the

Delaware country, and the inhabitants fettled under the claim of

the Proprietors of Pennfylvania, which difpute, it is apprehended
will if not fufpended during the prefent troubles in thefe colonies,

be produtSlive of pernicious confequences, which may be very pre-

judicial to the common interefl: of the United Colonies, therefore,

RefrAved, That it is the opinion of this Congrefs, and it is ac-

cordingly recommended, that the contending parties immediately

ceafe all hoftilities, and avoid every appearance of force, until the

difpute can be legally decided; that all the property taken and de-

^tained berellored to the original owners ; that no interruption be gi-

ven by either party to the free paffing and repalling of perfons be-

having themfelves peaceably through the difputed territory, as well

by land as water, without moleftation of either perfons or pro-

perty ; that ail perfons feized and detained on account of faid

difpute, on either fide, be difmiiTed and permitted to go to their

refpedive homes ; and that,.things being put in the fame fituation

they were before the late unhappy conteft, they continue to behave

themfelves peaceably on their refpe^tive poffeflions and improve-

ments, until a legal decifion can be had on faid difpute, or this

Congrefs fhall take further order thereon ; and nothing herein done
fliall be conftrued in prejudice of the claim of either party.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow;.

Thursday, Deceiiiher 21, 1775.

Ordered, That an authentic copy of the refolution pafTed yefler-

^ay relative to the difpute between the people of Connedlicut and
Pennfylvania, be tranfmitted to the contending parties.

The Convention of Maryland having added two new members to

their delegates, one of them attending produced the credentials of

'their appointment which were read and are as follows:

Annapolis
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Annapolis (Maryland). In Provincial Convention^ Dec. 9, 1775.

Refolved^ That Robert Alexander and John Rogers, Efquires,

together with thofe already appointed, be deputies to reprefent

this province in the continental Congrefs, and that the faid depu-

ties or any three or more of them, have full and ample power to

Gonfent and agree to all meafures, which fuch Congrefs ihall deem
neceifary and efre6lual to obtain a redrefs of American grievances,

and be authorifed to reprefent and a6t for this province in any
continental Congrefs, which may be held before the 25th day of
March next.

E.%tra6ifrom the minutes

^

G. DuvALL. Clerkr

The Congrefs took into confideration the report of the Commit-
tee on the qualifications of officers applying, &c. and the fame

being debated.

Refolved, That 40 iron potts be provided for the foldiers, while

in the barracks near Philadelphia.

Refolvedy That the commiffioned^officers of each company be al-

lowed every week a quarter of a cord of hickory, or other wood in

proportion.

Refolved, That there be provided for the battalion raifed in

Pennfylvania, one hundred haverfacks, a camp kettle for every fix

men, a tomahawk, canteen, cartouch box, knapfack, and two
belts for each rnan.

Refolvedy That a coat of uniform be provided for each foldier,

and that what the coat coils more than the hunting fhirt, which

•was to have been given them, be deduced from their wages.

Refolvedy That the faid battalion be paid one month's pay as

foon as may be, that afterwards they receive monthly half a month-s

pay only until fo much is retained, as will amount to the money
advanced for their fire arms, cloathing, &c. after which they

fhall receive their full pay monthly.

Refolved^ That it be recommended to the Committee of fafety of

Pennfylvania to provide arms, for the three companies which are

ordered toniarch; and alfo to provide the articles ordered above

for the ufe of the faid battalion, and likewife to furnifh the faid bat-

talion with drums, colours and fifes.

Dr. James Holmes was chofen furgeon to col. Maxwell's regi-

ment.

Matthias Halfted, was eleded quarter-.mafter to lord Sterling's

regiment.

Refolved, That the Committee on the qualifications of officers

&c. be directed to procure proper medicine chefls for the battalion

raifed in Pennfylvania and New-Jerfey.

The Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a Committee of the whole

%Q take into confideration that part of the report of the Committee
•

' of
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t)f conference, relative to an atack on Bofton, and after fome time
fpent thereon, the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Ward, re-

ported that the Committee had taken into confideration the mat-r

ter referred to them, but not having come to a determination there-

on deiired him to move for leave to fit again.

Refohedi That this Gongrefs will to-morrow morning refolve it-

felf into a Committee of the whole, to take into their farther con-
iideration the report of the Committee of conference, relative to

the attack on Bofton.

Refolvedy That Mr. M'Kean, Mr. Lee, and Mr. S. Adams be
a Committee to confider what allowance fhould bd made to the o-

fficers, who are prifoners, for their fupport.

Refolvedy That Mr. Regonville, a Canadian prifoner at Trenton,
be permitted to come to Philadelphia, and there wait the orders
<if Congrefs.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, December, 22, 1775.

A letter from gen. Schuyler of the i4t]i;aIfo a letter from lord
Sterling of the fame date, and a letter from capt. Livingfton, being
received, were read.

The Committee appointed to fit out armed veffels, laid before . '^ox/w^

Congrefs a Xiii of the officers by them appointed, agreeable to the
powers to them given by Congrefs, viz.

Ezek Hopkins, Efq; commander in chief of the fleet.

Dudley Saltonitail, capt. of the Alfred.
Abraham Whipple, capt. of the Columbus.
Nicholas Biddle, capt. of the Andrew Doria.
John Burrows Hopkins, capt. of the Cabot.
FirftlieutenantsJohnPaulJones, Rhodes Arnold, Stanf-

bury, Herfted Hacker, Jonathan Pitcher.

Second lieutenants. Benjamin Seabury, Jofeph Olney, Eliflia

Warner, Thomas Weaver, M'Douo-all.
Third lieutenants. John Fanning, Ezekiel Burroughs, Daniel

Vaughan.

Refolvedy That the pay of the commander in chief of the fleet be
125 dollars per calender month.

Refolvedy That commiflions be granted to the above officers

agreeable to their rank in the above appointment.
Refolvedy That the Committee for fitting out armed veflels, iflue

warrants to all officers employed in the fleet under the rank of third
lieutenants.

Refolvedy That the faid Committee be direfted (as a fecret Com-
mittee) to give fuch inftruclionsto the commanderof the fleet, touch-
ing the operations of the fliips under his command, as fliall appear
to the faid Committee moft conducive to the defence of the United

Colojoies,
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Colonies, and to the diilrefs of the enemies naval forces and veiTels

bringing iupplies to their fleets and armies, and lay fuch inftruft-

ions before the Congrefs when called for.

Refolved, That the faid Committee be dire£led to confider how
the fliares of the prizes allotted to the captors ought to be divided

between the officers and men, and report to Congrefs.

Refolvedi That a Committee of three be appointed to confer with

the Indians lately arrived, and report to Congrefs.

The members chofen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Lynch, and Mr. S. A-
dams.

Agreeable to the order of the day the Congrefs refolved itfelf in-

to a Committee of the whole, to take into farther confideration the

report ofthe Committee of conference relative to an attack on Bof-

4;on, and after fome time fpent thereon, the prelldent refumed the

chair, and Mr. Ward reported that the committee had taken into

confideration the matter referred to them, and had come to a re-

folution thereon, which he was ready to report. The report of

the Committee being read, was agreed to as follows :

Refolved, That if gen. Wafiiington and his council ofwar (hould

be of opinion, that a fuccefsful attack may be made on the troops

in Boilon, he do it in any manner he may think expedient, not-

withllanding the town and property in it may thereby be deftroyed.

Refolvedy Thcit the quarter-mafter general have the rank of a co-

lonel in the army of the United ColonicG.

The Committee of claims reported that there is due,

To Benjamin Harrifon, ]^fq. for his expences in his late jour-

ney to Maryland, the fum of 72.4 dollars.

'Orderedi That the fame be paid.

Ordered, That the examination of Connolly and the otherg ta-

ken with him, alfo the papers found in faid Connolly's poffeffion

be printed.

Refolved, That Mr. Jefferfon, Mr. Hooper, Dr. Franklin, Mr.

Jay, and Mr. Deane, be a committee to examine the Journals, and

lay before Congrefs a liil of the matters therein that are unfinilhed,

and which are proper to be aded upon.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, December 23, 1775.

A letter from lord Sterling of the 19th being received, was read

A petition from Seth Paddock, mafcer of the floop Mayflov^*er,

and Sylvanus Coiftn, malkr of the fchooner Dolly, of the ifland

of Nantucket, was prefented to Congrefs and read.

Refolved, Tha,t the faid petition be referred to a committee of

three, and that it be an initruclion to faid committee, to enquire

what quantity of provifions and fuel is necefTary for the annual in-

ternal confumption of the inhabitants of faid illand of Nantucket,

and
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and w"hat quantity has been exported from the different ports of

the United Colonies, during the prefent month of December.

The members chofen, Mr. M'Kean, Mr. Harrifon, and Mr.
Sherman.

One of the Committee appointed to repair to Ticonderoga, and

confer with general Schuyler, being returned, laid before Congrefs

a report of their proceedings, which was read.

The Committee of claims reported that there is due,

To Ephraim Blaine, for expences incurred by the treaty with

the weilern Indians, and paid by him, the fum of_^ 533 : 19 : 4,

and that thei"e is due to Ephraim Steel for fundries furnifhed two
riffle companies, the fum of^ 14 : 8, which ought to be paid to

the faid Blaine ; and alfo 4/"8 due to John M'Kee, of which two
lail fums there ought to be charged to the Continent, the fum of

£ ^ zz 13.3 dollars, for two cwt. lead, and the remainder to the

companies refpectively, the whole being 1462.9 dollars.

OrderedJ That the fame be paid.

The Committee to whom the application from the Convention of

the colony of New-York, for the loan of ^ 45000 was referred,

brought in their report, which being read,was agreed to, as follows

:

Notwithllanding it appears to this Committee that the credit of

the colony of New-York is unquellionable, and thef'r application

for the loan of ^. 45000 v/as fuggefted by dilinterelled principles,

yet, that it v»?ould not be advifeable, in the opinion of this Com-
mittee, for the Congrefs to make the loan propofed.

The Committee appointed to confer vvith the Indians, made re-

port of their proceedings which was read.

Whereas the colony of Connefticut has by a certain aft of their

Aucmbly refolved, that no farther f^:ttlemcnts be made on the lands

difputed between them and Pennfylvauiaj without licence from the

faid Affembl y.

Refolved, That it be recommended to the colony of Conne£licut

not to introduce any fettlers on the laid lands, till the farther order

of this Congrefs, until the faid difpute fhall be iettled.

The Committee on the;{late of the treafury brought in a report,

which being read, and in part debated.

Refolved, That the farther confideration thereof be poftponed.

The Committee appointed to confider what articles are necella-

ry for the army, brought in their report, which was read.

The Committee to whom the petition of Peter Berton was re-

ferred, brought in their report, which being read, was agreed to

and is as follows:

That after mature confideration had thereon they are of opinion,

that it is not advifeable or proper for the Congrefs to grant the

prayer of the faid petition.

Ordered, that the delegates of Pennfylvania call on the treafiir-

ers, and enquire of them what fum of hard money they have col-

lefted, and report to Congrefs,

Reflved,
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Refohedi That the Committee appointed to confer with the In-

dians, conclude their conference with them, by returning them a

friendly anfwer, and making them a fmall prefent.

The Committee appointed to examine the journal, &c. laid before

Congrefs a lift ofthe feveral matters therein, which are yet unlinifh-

cd.

Ordered, That the feveral Committees, to whom any matters

are referred, conclude their buhnefs with all convenient difpatch,

and report to Congrefs.

Ordered, That the fecond paragraph in gen. Schuyler's letter, re-

lative to the meafures taken by the minifterial agents, to engage

the Indians in a war with thefe colonies be publiihed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Tuefday next.

Tuesday, Dece?nber 26, 1775.

Two letters from gen. Wafhington of the 14th and 16. with one

cnclofed from Dr. Morgan, a letter from gov. Trumbull, of the

20th, with a refolution of the Aifembly of the colony of Connec-

ticut; alio a letter from fundry mailers of vefTcls, dated Guadalope

September 19, being received, were read.

The deputy mufter mailer general, fent to Congrefs the mufter-

rolls of the Pennfylvania battalion by him mullered.

Rejoiued, That the deputy muiler-maller be directed to repair to

New~Jerfey, and mufter the battalions raifed in that colony, and

make return to Congrefs.

Refolved, That Friday next be afligned for taking into confi-

deration the propriety of opening the ports of the United Colonies,

after the lirft day of March next.

The Congrefs took into confideration the report of the commit-

tee on the ftate of the treafury, and thereupon came to the follow-

ing refolutions :

Whereas an eftimate hath lately been formed of the public ex-

pence already arifen, and which may accrue in the defence of Ame-
rica, to the TOth day of June next, in purfuance whereof this Con-

o-refs on the 29th of November, refolvedthat a farther fum of three

millions of dollars be emitted in bills of credit.

Refohedi That the thirteen United Colonies be pledged for the

redemption of the bills of credit fo diredled to be emitted.

That each colony provide ways and means to fink its proportion

of faid bills, in fuch manner as may be moft effedlual, and beft

adapted to the condition, circumftances, and equal mode of levy-

ing taxes in each colony.

That the proportion or quota of each refpe6live colony be de-

termined according to the number of inhabitants of all ages, in-

cluding negroes and mulattoes in each colony.

That it be recommended to the feveral Aflemblles, Conventions,

or Council?, or Committees of fafcty of the refpedlive colonies to

afcertain,
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afcertain, by the moft impartial and effectual means in their power*
the number of inhabitants in each refpeclive colony, taking care

that the lifts be authenticated by the oaths of the feveral perfons

who Ihall be intrufted with this fervice ; and that the faid AfTem-
blies. Conventions, Councils, or Cormnittees of fafety, do refpec-

tlvely lay before this Congrefs a return of the number of inhabi-

tants of their refpeftlve colonies, as foon as the fame fhall be pro-

cured.

That each colony pay its refpeftive quota in four equal pay-
ments; the firft to be made on or before the laft day of November

1783 ; the fecond, on or before the laft day c^ November 1784;
the third, on or before the laft day of November 1785 ; and the

fourth or laft, on or before the laft day of November 1786 ; and
that for this end, the feveral AfTemblies or Conventions provide

for laying and levying taxes in their refpeftive colonies, towards
linking the Continental bills: that the laid bills be received by the

colleftors in payment of fuch taxes, and be by the colledlors paid

into the hands of the provincial treafurers, with all fuch other mo-
nies as they may receive in lieu of the Continental bills; which
other monies the provincial treafurers fhall endeavour to get ex-

changed for Continental bills, and where that cannot be done, fliall

fend to the Continental treafurers the deficiency in filver and gold,

with the bills, making up the quota to be funk in that year; tak-

ing care to cut, by a circular punch of an inch diameter, an hole

in fuch bills, and to crofs the fame, thereby to render them un-
pafTable, though the fum or value is to remain fairly legible ; and
the Continental treafurers, as faft as they receive the faid quotas,

ihall, with the afliftance of a committee of five perfons to be ap-

pointed by the Congrefs, if fitting, or by the Affembly, or Con-
vention of the province of Pennfylvania, examine and count the

Continental bills, and in the prefence of the faid committee, burn
Bnd deftroy them ; and the filver and gold fent them to make up
the deficiencies of quotas, they fnall retain in their hands until de-

manded in redemption of Continental bills, that may be brought
to them for that purpofe, which bills fo redeemed, they ftiall alfo

burn and deftroy in the prefence of the faid Committee ; and the

treafurers, whenever they have filver and gold in their hands for

the redemption of Continental bills, ftiall advertife the fame, figni-

fylng that they are ready to give gold or filver, for fuch bills to

all perfons requiring it in exchange.

The reports of the committees on general Schuyler's letters, and
the report of the committee fent to Ticonderoga being read.

Refoived, That the fame be recommitted to Mr. Dicklnfon, Mr,
M'Kean, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Jefterfon, and Mr. Lang-
don.

The report of the committee to whom was referred a paragraph
of lord Stirling's letter to the Congrefs, complaining that feveral

0^1 of
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of his recruits had been arrefted and imprifoned for triffling debts,

. being taken into conlideration, was agreed to, as follows :

Whereas there is reafon to believe that divers perfons, either

from inattention to the public good, or with defign to retard the

recruiting fervice, have arrefted and imprifoned, for very triffling

debts, many foldiers, who had engaged to rifque their lives in de-

fence of the liberties of America ; and as it has always been found

neceffary in time of war to regulate and reftrain a praftice of fuch

pernicious tendency, and in fuch cafes to abate the rigour of the

law

:

Refolvedf therefore, That it be recommended to the feveral legif-

latures in thefe colonies, whether Aflemblies or Conventions, to

pafs adls or ordinances, prohibiting the arrefts of continental fol-

diers for fmall debts ; and in order that the fame rule may pervade

all the colonies, that no foldier be arrefted at the fuit of any of hie

creditors, unlefs the faid creditor make oath, that the faid foldier

is juftly indebted to him in the fum of thirty-five dollars over and

above all difcounts ; and that the eftate of no fuch foldier be liable

to attachment at the fuit of, or for the benefit of all his creditors,

unlefs their debts in the whole, on being afcertained by their oathSj

ihall amount to more than one hundred and fifty dollars.

Refohedf That the feveral letters received from lord Stirling be

referred to a committee of three, who are directed to report an

aiifvver.

The members chofen, Mr. Adams, Mr. W. Livingfton, and

Mr. Jay.

Refchedi That the battalion raifed in Pennfylvania, be fupplied

with gun-brufties, prickers, double-worms, fcrew-drivers, and oil

;

and that it be recommended to the Committee of fafety of the faid

colony to provide the. fame.

Whereas this Congrefs, by a refolution pafled the 15th day of

July laft, did dire6t that every veffel importing into thefe colonies,

o-un-powder, falt-petre, fulphur, and other military ftores therein

fpecifyed, within nine months from the date thereof, ftiould be

permitted to load and export the produce of thefe colonies, to the

value of fuch powder and ftores aforefaid, the non-exportation a-

greement notwithftanding, by permits from the Committees of the

feveral colonies ; to the end, therefore, that this Congrefs may be

the better informed of the quantity of military ftores, which are or

(hall be fo imported, and of the produce exported in confequence

of the refolution aforefaid :

Refolved, That it be recommended to all committees by whom
any permits, under the faid refolution, have been or may be grant-

ed, to tranfmit to this Congrefs, from time to time, a true account

of the military ftores, be. imported, and of the produce exported,

with the price and value of both.

Ordered. That the foregoing refolution be publiflied.

The
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The committee appointed to prepare inftriKSiiIons to lieutenant-

colonel Irvine brought in a draught, which being read, was a-

greej to.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, December 27, 1775.

A letter of the 2 lit, from the committee of infpecftion of the

town of Lancafter, enclofing the paroles of the officers there,

being received, was read.

Rejolvedy That a committee of three be appointed to confer

with capt. Motte, and confult with him on the bell method of

providing the guard under his command with provihons on their

return home.

The members chofen, Mr. Cuftiing, Mr. Deane, and Mr.
Lynch,
The Congrefs then took into confideration the report of the

committee on the ftate of Virginia, and after debate, the farther

coniideration thereof at the requeil of a colony, was poftponed till

to-morrow.

The committee appointed to confer with capt, Motte, brought
in their report, which being read, was agreed to as follows

:

That they iind, fome of faid guard have upwards of 240 miles

to march : that they will be content with eight dollars each, and

bear their own expences to their refpe6;ive homes, or to be fup-

plied by a commiiTary, or any other way as the Congrefs fhall

judge bed.

It is the opinion of the committee, that the faid guard receive

a fum not exceeding 8 dollars each, in lieu of all other provifion

for their return, therefore,

Rejolvedy That capt. Motte be empowered to pay to his guard
for the purpofe aforefaid, a fum not exceeding 8 dollars to any
one, according to their refpeftive o 'dances, and that he return to

the committee of claims, a lift of his men, and an account of the

payments to them made.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Thursday, December 28, 1775'.

The committee of claims reported, that there is due to Sache-^

veral Wood, the fum of 91.9 dollars, for fupport of 17 men to the

2 ift December, who are confined in the gaol of Philadelphia, by
order of Congrefs.

Ordered^ That the fanie be paid.

Refolv^di That an order be drawn on the treafurers in favour of
G. Wythe, Efq; one of the committee appointed to confer with

the Indians for the fum of 13^, dollars as a prefent to faid Indians.

Refolvedi That an order be drawn on the treafurers, in favour

pf the committee of fafety of Pennfylvania for the fum of 8000
dollars
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dollars, for the ufe of the battalion raifed in faid colony, the faid

committee to be accountable for the lame.

The Congrefs relumed the confideration of the report of the

committee on the Hate of Virginia, and thereupon came to the

foiiowing reioiution.

ttefolvcd^ Tnat fix battalions are necefTary to be immediately

railed in Virginia, and that they be raifed accordingly, upon the

fame terms, and paid as the continental forces in the camp at

Cambridge, unieis the convention of that colony can raife them
on better terms.

The Congrefs took into confideration the report of the fecrct

committee, which being in part agreed to.

Rcfolved, That the farther confideration thereof be poftponed till

to-mor 'ow.

Refoived^ That a committee of five be appointed to take Into

coniidcration the Hate of New-York, and report thereon to Con-
grefs.

The members chofen, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Deane, Mr. Wythe,
Mr. W. Livingilon, and Mr. Jay.

The committee to w^hom the petition of capts. Paddock and

Coffin was referred, brought in their report, which was read.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Friday, December 29, 1775.

A petition ofcapt. Sellick was prefented to Congrefs and read.

Refilvedy That the faid petition, with the papers accompany-

ing it, be referred to a committee of three.

The members chofen, Mr. Smith, Mr. Floyd, and Mr. F.

.Lee.

A petition from a number of the inhabitants of Pennfylvania

being read.

Ordered to lie on the table.

Information being given to Congrefs of a quantity of arms and

ammunition, which may be procured :

Refolvedy That a committee of three be appointed to enquire

farther into this matter.

The members chofen, Mr. M'Kean, Mr. Jay, and Mr.
Lynch.

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congrefs rcfolved itfelf

into a committee of the whole, to take into confideration the

trade of the united colonies, and after fome time fpent thereon,

the prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. Ward reported that the

committee had taken into confideration, the matter to them refer-

red, and had come to certain refolutions which he was ready to re-

port.

The report of the committee being read, the Congrefs took the

fame into confideration, and thereupon canie to the following re-

folutlon. Rcfolved,
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Refohedy That the colonies of Virginia, Maryland aud North-

Carolina be permitted to export produce from their refpeftlve co-

lonies to any part of the world except Great-Britain, Ireland, the

iflands of Jerfey, Guernfey, Sark, Alderney and Mann and the

Britifh Weft India iflands and in return to Import fo much fait

from any part of the world not prohibited by the AfTocIation as

the conventions or councils of fafety of the two former colonies

and the provincial councils of fafety of the two former colonies

and the provincial council ofthe other fhall judge neceflary for the

life of the inhabitants thereof now fufferlng great diftrefs by the

fcarclty of that neceflary article, proper caution being taken to

prevent any abufe of this Indulgence by exceeding in the quanti-

ties exported or imported, and that no provifions, ftaves, or naval

iiores be exported, if other commodities may anfwer the purpofe.

Refolved^ That as the importation of any unlverfally neceifary

commodity, and the exportation of our produce, to purchafe the

fame, mull give a proportionably greater opportunity to our ene-

mies of making depredations, on the property of the inhabitants

of thefe colonies, and of occafionally diftreffing them by Intercep-

ting fuch commodities, it Is earneftly recommended to the feveral

afferablies or conventions immediately to promote, by fufficlent

public encouragements, the making fait in their refpe£llve colo-

oles.

Ordered^ That the foregoing refolutlon be Immediately pub-
Jifhed.

The committee on Indian trade brought In their report.

The committee on lord Sterling's letters alfo brought in their

report.

A letter of the i6th from the committee of correfpondence in

Virginia, was laid before Congrefs and read.

Ordered to He on the table.

The order of the day being renewed, and the feveral matters

to this day referred being poltponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Saturday, Decemler 30, 1775.

Two letters from general Wafhlngton of the 19th and 2 ill,

cnclofing a copy of a letter to general Howe, and accompanied
with a number of intercepted letters being received and read.

Refohed, That the letters from the general, and the intercept-

ed letters, be referred to a committee of five.

The members chofen, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Wythe,
Mr. Deane. and Mr. S. Adams.
A letter from general Schuyler of the 21ft being received, was

read.

Another letter from general Walhington, dated 14th Decem-
ber, brought by two Grangers, was laid before Congrefs and
read. Refohed,
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Refohed, That this be referred to the fecret committee, whc?

are diretled to confer with the bearers, and to purfue fuch mea«
fares as they may think proper for the interell of the united colo-

i^ies.

Refclved, That major Prefton have leave to go to Amboy to vifit

his uncle who lives -there, and to remjiin in that place one week,
and then to return to Philadelphia, and wait the orders of Congrefs.

The Committee appointed to enquire into the grounds of the

information, refpefting a quantity of arms and ammunition being

to be procured, report; that they have examined into the fame, and
have received intelligence that a quantity of arms and ammunition,

and other articles are concealed in Tryon county, in which alfo

there are feveral tories armed and mlilled in the enemies fervice,

whereupon,

Refolvedy That the faid Committee be directed to comm-unicate

this intelligence to gen. Schuyler, and iii the name of the Congrefs,

defire him to take the rooft fpeedy andeffetlual meafures for feca-

ring the faid arms and military ftores, and for difarming the faid

tories, and apprehending their chiefs.

Refolvedy That an order be drawn on the treafurers in favour of

the faid Committee, for the fum of forty dollars, for expediting the

bufinefs to them committed.

Ordered^ That the delegates of Pennfylvania do immediately

count the ftlver and gold in the treafury, and forward the fame

with all convenient fpeed uuder a guard of live men to gen. Schuy-

ler; and that the perfons to be fent by the foregoing Committee

accompany faid guard.

Refolvedy That the treafurers be empowered to employ a broker

to collect filver and gold, in exchange for continental bills of cre-

dit.

The Committee on capt Sellick's petition, brought in their re-

port, which was read.

Refolvedy That the contents of the intercepted letters this day

read, and the fteps which Congrefs may take in confequence of

the intelligence thereby given, be kept fecret until farther orders,

excepting only that the delegates of Virginia and South-Caro-

lina have leave to fend to their Conventions, extracts of fuch parts

of the faid letters, as they may think necefiary for the welfare of

their colonies.

The Committee on the petition of fundry merchants in Philadel-

phia, alfo brought in their report, which was read.

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday next.

END OF THE FIRSTVOLUME.
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endeavours to enforce it, IIO

North-Carolina, refolves for raifing the militia, 127
applies for money, 237
Battalions put on the eftablidimentj 271

Nova-Scotia applies to join the afTociation, 230

O
Officers Brltifh, not allowed to negociate bills of exchange, 113
Officers to take an oath of fidelity, 187
Officers having ferved, to be preferred in the new inliftments, 233

in the navy, their pay, 287
Vol. I. S s Packets



INDEX.
P

Packets eftabllflied, ?'^S^ 250
Paddock and Coffifi petition Congrefs, 302
Pay of various officers, afcertained, 185

of the continental treafurers, 187
of the navy, 287

Pay-mafter general to give fecurity, 179
Penn John, takes his feat in Congrefs, 218

Pennfyhania to raife one battalion, ihid.

to raife eight companies of riflemen, 125
money granted for the purpofe, 243
committee to nominate their own officers, 294
and Connedlicut, difputes between them, 299
battalion, allowances made them, 300, 306

Petitions to the king, 67, 149
Philips Elijl?a, commifTary for the northern army, 200
Pomeroy general, fuperceded, 172
Poft-office formed, 177
Powder to be manufactured and imported, 116, 168

an account of, to be taken, 200
report made, 206

Prefident may adjourn Congrefs, 1

1

prejion major and others, to repay money advanced them, 288

obtains leave to go to Lancailer, 297
allowed to go to Amboy, 310

Price Tho77iaSi money advanced him, 249
Prifoners, taken at St. John's, difpofed of, 251, 252, 279

arrive at Philadelphia, 285
of war, refolves concerning them, 277
allowed to fell their bills for fubliilance, 288

may choofe their refidence, 296
Prizes naval, diftrlbution of, 261

Proclamation of the king, remarks on^ 282

Purviance Meffrs. their memorial, 208

Putnam Ifrael, major general

,

123

Quarter-mafter general, his rank, 302

Quota of each colony, how determined, 305

R
Randolph Peyton, ?ir^ -^YcM&ntoiCorigrQk, 2

prefident of the fecond Congrefs, 73
his death and funeral, 223

Rank of continental and provincial officers, 235

Read Jofeph, his letter refpeding cloathing, 200

Recruiting fervlce promoted, 274

Jlc-captures, how difpofed of 281
Regofwills



INDEX.
Regonville Mr. permitted to repair to Philadelphia, P^gff 301
Refolve refpedling the carrying perfoiis beyond fea for trial, t6

Refolution conciliatory, of the houfe of commons, 104
Refolves on the taking of Ticonderoga, 103
Refolution conciliatory, enforced, no
Rhode- I/landy urged to compleat its levies, 172
Riflemen, lix companies to be raifed, T18

Rofs George, takes his feat in Congrefs, 12

Rules and regulations of the army, J28, 234, 277
of the navy, 262, 28 1, 287

S
Salt allowed to be imported, ^09

method of making it, enquired into, 102
,Salt-petre and fulphur to be collefted, 116

the importation encouraged, j68
the manufaftory of it promoted, 221, 245, 247

Salt-petre mine in Virginia, 223'

fulphur & arms may be imported from theW. Indies, ibid,

Salt-petre committee may draw on the treafury, 257
^chuyler Philip, major general, 122

powers given him, 172
blank commiffions fent to him, . 200
intelligence from him, publifhed, 20a
the troops from N. York, ordered to join him, ibid*

direfted to fearch for lead at Crown-Point, 252
ordered to difarm the tories in Tryon county, 310
filver and gold tranfmitted to him, ibid,

Scamme! md]oY
, promoted, 204

Secrecy enjoined the members of Congrefs, 70.
refpefhing intercepted letters, 510

Seamen, their pay, 292
Shinn Buddel, quarter-mailer, 262
Signers to the continental currency, 177, 290
Skene vcid^or, arrives, and his papers examined, 115

is put under parole, 1 1^
fent to Connecticut, 128
feveral refolves concerning him, , 142

Soldiers not to be arretted for trifling debts, 206
South-Carolina defended, 224

directed to form a plan of government, 235
Spencer Elihuz.n6. Alexander IVbWhorter, m.oney advanced, 298
iSif. 7(?^«'j- fort taken, 249, 251, 279
Stenvart 2ix\6. Jackfon, their memorial, 199
Stringer Sajuuel, diredor of the hofpital in the northern de-

partment, 200
Subf]fl:ance allowed to troops on recruiting fervice, 217
Suffolk county, their refolves and addrefs to general Gage, 13

Surgeons



INDEX.
Surgeons, one allowed to each battalion, Page 286

*S)77/if/ lieutenant, taken prifoner, 224

T
Table expences allowed commanding ofiicers, 28S
Tea-holders, their memorial rejefted, 272
Thomfon Charles^ fecretary of Congrefs, 2, 73
7^/5^;;/^?/ general, promoted, 172

T}w77ifon William^ an order on thetreafiirer in his favour, 187
Tilghmaii Matthenx!^ takes his feat in Congrefs, 12

Ticonderoga taken, 103
in danger of being re-taken, 1 1

1

the pay of the troops there, 126

inftru6lionstothe committee appointed to go there, 241

Tories iu Tryon county, to be difarmed, 310
Trade, refolves refpefling it, 228

Treafurers continental, appointed, 186

to give fecurity, 188

Treafury, refolves for the fupport of its credit, 304
Trumbull Jofeph^ commiifary general, 171

Tru7nhull Jonatha?!^ pay-mafler, I79

Trumbull Jofepk, draws on Congrefs in favour of Mr. Tracy, 215

Tryon county f
tories there difarmed, 310

Tudor IFilliam, judge advocate, 186

V
VefTels re-taken, how difpofed of, 281

Vefiels tranfporting flores, &c. to the enemy, lawful prize, 298

taken & carried into New-England, to be libelled there, 299
llrghna fends new Delegates to Congrefs, 197

troops fent there from Pennfylvania, 279
{vA battalions raifed there, , 308

W
Walker John, one of the indian commiflioners, 172

Walker Tho7nas, one of the indian commiffioners, 20f

Ward Samuel, takes his feat in Congrefs, 10

1

Ward Artimus, major general, 122

Warren James, pay-mafler general, 179

Washington George, Efq; appointed generalilllmo of the

American army, 119

his fpeech on the occafion, 120

his commifPion, 122

impowered to inct'eafe his army, 173

allowed to attack Boflon, 302

Wharton Carpenter, contrafts to fupply the army, 288

White Eyes captain, introduced to Congrefs, 295

Wif7icr Henry, takes his feat in Congrefs, 12

Wyo7ni7ig, hodilities there, 232
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